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RICHARD, MARQUIS WELLESLEY. 

K. St. P, akh K. C, 

LATE GOTERUrOB'GEXEEAI, OP THE B&ITISH 
POSSESSIONS, AND CAFTAIK-CENERAL 
or THE BRITISH FORCES SERVING IN 
THE EAST INDIES. 

My Lord ^ 

Permit me to dedicate the following Work 
to your Lordship, as a small tribute of grati¬ 
tude, for the uumorous acts of kin dnfya with 
which I have been favoured, by your Lord¬ 
ship, and your unremitted exertions to secure 
my safety and comfort, under circumstances 
which rendered such services doubly valuable. 

A strong, and, I trust, a lasting sense of 
such kindness, calls for this public and ex¬ 
plicit acknowledgment; and there is a pe¬ 
culiar propriety in addressing this Work to 


DEDICATIOir. 


your Lordship, by whose great political 
talents, promptitude and decision, the exten¬ 
sive and important Empire of India has been 
preserv’ed from the secret machinations of 
traitors, combined with the open hostility of 
an implacable enemy. 

I hope and trust, that, at no distant period, 
the wisdom and energy, which were displayed 
by your Lordship in the presen ation of our 
Eastern possessions, will be called forth in 
the service of the Mother country, and carry 
her triumphantly tlin>ugJi a contest with a 
tyraut, whose power to do mischief, seems to 
have been hitherto almost as extensive as his 
inclination. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest 
esteem and regard, 

Mv Lord, 

Your Lordsbip’s most obedient seirantj 


VALENTIA. 


Albany) Lonitott, April ao, leop. 
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CHAPTER 1. 


VOYAGE OLT TO [KDIA. 


lL3nbiiTk,-~.Dtp^itr^/r<^mthi Lkard.—Arjrivalut Madeira.*^ 
Rffttarks en fit Island^ — Plants^ — Si, Helaia^—-RemarkM 
on th<f Idmdrn^—Iktntc to ikt Copt of Good Hopc^^ 
Afrtoal llurt .—Timr in ik^ Country.—hii of St. PonL^ 
AVcfl^r Idandsj^^Arriiol in tho Hoo^t^ Rivrrw 

Ox the third of June 1802, I left London, ac¬ 
companied by Mr, Henry Salt as niy Secretary 
I anti Draftsman, to embark^ on board the Minerva 
East Indiaraati, Captain Weltden, which was ex¬ 
pected to arrive in the Downs on the following 
day. We sailed on the fifth, and experienced 
various delays from calms and contrary winds. 
On the 29th of June we were in full view of 
tire Island of Madeira, 

The approach was beautiful, the rich blue of 
the sea, contrasted with the dark brown of the 
loftjr rocks which presented an insurmountable 
barrier to the waves, the fogs of tlie morning 
covering the mountain, but gradually rising and 
displaying the rich scene of the vineyards, inter¬ 
spersed with the white country residences of the 
merchants, an<l other rich inhabitants, formed a 
scene, which the pencil only can describe. We 
rapidly passed the villages of Machico and Santa 
VOL, f. B 
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Cmz. On doubliii" Brazen Head, the town of 
Funchal, with the fort of the Loo, opened full 
upon us. This place appears of considerable size, 
much more so than we afterwards found it; a cir¬ 
cumstance owing to the rapid ascent of the hill on 
which it is built, witli tlie whiteness of all the 
houses, which are ^raised as near the summit as 
possible, with platforms on the top of them. As 
It was nearly calm, at cleveu o’clock Cajjt. Welt- 
den and I quitted the vessel, and in Iiis boat ap¬ 
proached the sliore. A gun was fired from the 
Loo fort ; hut as it did not speak an intelligible 
language, we proceeded. A second, loaded with 
ball, came whizzing over us. This we perfectly 
well knew directed us to bring to; accordingly 
we obeyed, by going to the fort, which is built on 
a rock, and insulated from the land. We were 
there accosted by an officer in bad English, and 
equally bad French, both as unintelligible to us 
as the first gun. After a delay, therefore, of half 

an hour, we were permitted to proceed to the 
beach. 

Mr. Murdoch, one of the principal merchants 
of the place, a gentleman with whom Captain 
Weltdcn had business to transact, on this day 
the festival of St. Peter, gave us a dinner at 
bis country house. Fortunate was it that we 
anUed on St, Peters day, for the good fisher¬ 
men would on no account work on the festival 
of their patron, therefore we were secure on 
shore, as the wine could not till the next day 
be put on board. The delays of office pre¬ 
vented our sending for our friends as soon as 
we could have wished; and a calm coming on, 
the ship drifted so far from the shore, that they 
were not able to arrive before four o'clock. Mr. 
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Salt and I immediataly set off to tnoutit t^c 
liill> to Mr, Murdoch’s, It unfortunately rained, 
sufficiently to prevent our enjoying the scene, 
which was not only beautiful in itself, but had 
also all the charms of novelty to me, who had 
never before seen the banana, fig-tree, orange, 
guava, and pomegranate, growing in their natural 
luxuriance. These formed a beautifnl contrast to 
the trellis of the vineyard, and the light green of 
the Aruiulo don ax. The torrents from the moun¬ 
tains had formed deep gullies, over wliich we 
passed by small bridges. The ascent is so steep, 
that the whole of tlie roads are necessarily paved, 
or, in the rainy season, they would be rendered 
impassable. Along the centre of each an open 
drain is carried, which takes off the superfluous 
water. Mr. ^lurdoch's house, at which we ar¬ 
rived 'in about half an hour. Is situated in the 
centre of a garden of sweets. Not satisiied with 
those, w'hich nature has produced, he lias spared 
no trouble or expence in obtaining whatever 
would add to the beauty of the scene. The 
Erythrina corallodendron shone pre-eminent j and 
the Jasminiim grandifioruni scented the air, even 
more strongly tlian the orange and lemon. 1 was 
much pleased with the fianksia serrata in full 
bloom, and several other Botany Bay plants, which 
were growing in great luxuriance; the walls w'ere 
covered with the Alexandrian laurel* and the 
Convolvulus speciosus. The Magnolias wei;e 
double the siac of any I had ever seen; ami 
contrasted with several of the palms, had a veiy 
good eftect, Mr. ^lurdoch is enabled to keep 
these, and many other plants, in great luxuriance, 
by means of large reservoirs of water, wiiich 
in ilry seasons is regularly distributed to each 
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plant. The RhodoJendroDS, Kalniias, and Aza¬ 
leas were in a different state, and plainly shewed 
that the shallow soil, and nearly tropical climate 
of Madeira, were by no means suited to their 
habit, or even existence. I should not give 
Mr» Murdoch the credit lie deserves, if 1 no¬ 
ticed only bis introduction of ornamental plants ; 
he has lately brought in the Shaddock, which 
prospers, and the Uamboza arundinacea, which 
will pro^bly prove in valuable to the island. 
After dinner, I was much ^tified and sur¬ 
prised by the sight of the wiUl English straw¬ 
berry. I was intbrmed that a short time since 
it had been discovered on the north side of the 
island, totally neglected and despised by the 
lazy inhabitants. The climate is hardly capable 
of bringing pine-apples to perfection. 'It is pro- 
|)05cd to co^'er theni with mats during tlie two 
rainy months, which may probably answer the 
purpose. Tire re is a single tree of the Laurus 
persea, that bears fruit, which, they say, comes 
to perfection. The chesnuts and walnuts are 
good; applet and other European fruit, miserably 
bad. 

The next morning by nine o'clock we were on 
board the Minen'a. The town of Funchal is 
defended by a low wall, over which, 1 have no 
doubt, Remus would have leaped with tlie ut¬ 
most facility; flanked by two forts of no possible 
use. It has .also a citadel, and the fort of Loo, to 
defend the harbour. In the hands of the Portu¬ 
guese, it is certainly at the mercy of the first in 
vadcr. The streets arc narrow and detestably 
dirty, lire houses are good within side; the walls 
are stuccoed for the sake of coolness, and orna¬ 
mented with prints. Several of the hotels are 
large. The best of them were given up by the 
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owners to the English troops during their stay. 
The natives were much astonishe<l l>y the disci¬ 
pline of the 85th reginient: the contrast between 
their parades and those of the miserable bourgeois 
o f the isl and m us t have been atri ki n g. I feel much 
satisfaction iu being able to add, that the conduct 
of botli officers and"men was irreproachable. Don 
Joze Nfanoel da Camara, the natural son of a noble 
Portuguese, is tbe present Govertior. He is said 
not to be very partial to the English; and to 
feel still the mortifying recollection that hritish 
troops once garrisoned the island. He keeps up 
the dignity of his office, and lives in a state of 
splendour. His salary is under ^'.2,000' per 
annum; but it is a situation, which excites great 
competition, as it leads to the government of the 
more valuable American possessions, lie has a 
country house two miles up the liill, pleasingly 
situated in a wood, and commanding a fine view 
of the valley, town, and bay of Funcbal. It is an 
error to suppose that this is the only landing 
place in the island; at IMachico and Santa Crua 
we obser^'ed many boats, and in calm weather the 
landing seems perfectly good. The natural indo¬ 
lence of the natives has prevented them from 
reaping the full benefit of the fine island which 
they possess: not half of it is in cultivation : 
where the vine will not grow they occasionally 
sow a little wheat; but never manure the ground. 
Although it would be perfectly easy to raise 
cotton, coffee, and olives, m these situations, they 
have not even made the attenrpt. I’he Arundo 
donax occupies a apace, tliat might, and probably' 
soon will, he lurned to a better purpose. It is 
used to sustain the vine, tor which it is little 
adapted, as it decays in two years. The introduc¬ 
tion of the bamboo, by filr, Murdoch, will render 
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this unnecessary; and on account of its durabi- 
]it 3 ', half the space will not be required for its 
cultivation, lam mfornred that the produce of 
the island is much increases! lately. 

We quitted Madeira July 21, and immediately 
got into the N. E, trades. On August 20, at early 
dawn, St. Helena was visible; we made it to a 
mile by our timekeepers, and arrived in the bay, 
after a passage of two months; the quickest ever 
made, excepting by one ship about eleven j'ears 
ago. She however sailed single: had we not 
been encumbered for the first fortnight by the 
Lord Eldon, we should have made the island in 
much less time. ^V''e came the inner or eastern¬ 
most passage; which probably will become the 
usual track, as, latterly, ships have made it in less 
time than by stretching out for the coast of 
America. We soon went on shore, in consequence 
of a very polite invitation from Colonel Patton, 
the Governor, who sent Captain Hudson, one of 
bis aides-de camp, immediately on learning my 
arrival. 

Mr. Salt and I set out in the moming, August 
22, to walk up the hill to the Government planta¬ 
tion, which we preferred to riding, as it gave us 
the opportunity of collecting plants. When we 
had proceeded half the distance, the violence of 
the squalls, accompanied by rain, baffled our plans, 
and obliged us to hasten on witli the utmost ex¬ 
pedition in our power. Wet and wearj' we ar¬ 
rived in about an hour and a half. Fortunately 
it cleared up for a short time, when we walked 
round the gardens, which are interesting from the 
contrast which their verdure presents to the bleak 
barren mountains around, and from the mixture 
of plants of different climates, tliat are there as¬ 
sembled together. The oak and the bamboo press 
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upon each otlierj aod the beautiful txiaa of tlie 
Cape are contrasletl witl; the English bramble, 
which in many places nearly covers tliem»_ 

The fair daughters of the Governor arrived the 
next day at the castle, drawn in a light carriage 
by oxen, tlie cnly aniaiaU adapted to ai^cend and 
descend Ladder Hill, They accomnanied us to 
the botanic garden, wliich, although there is a 
botanist appointed by the India Company, has no 
pretension to that title, as there has not been an 
attempt to collect even the indigenous plants of the 
island. The garden in the town, which is open 
to tlie inbabitantSj baa a fe\v desireable olants; 
the mango, the cocoa-nut, the date, the^real bar^n** 
tree, and other sj>ecies of Ficus are thriving, ^he 
banilxx> forms a pleasant shade ; and a very fine 
plant of Barringtonia is just out of bloonii^ but 
whlclr, much to my satisfaction, promises fair to 

S erfect its seed. Erythrlna corallodcndron, and 
lelia axederac, were great ornaments attbisnio- 
ment. It was the depth of winter, and the oaks 
had totally lost their leaves. „ , „ 

At the Plantalion-huuse, and Sandy Bay, the 
see oery rva.s singul ar an d n lagnificen t. Sandy-Bay 
Ridtre, to its higheBt summit, Diana Peak, was wj-^ 
vered with verrlure. Tlie valley beneath was culti¬ 
vated and interspersed with cottages, among which 
our host's, Mr. Doveton, is eminently beautiful. 
'Die opposite side, naked, as when it arose from the 
great abyss, with several riiggcd rocks rearing 
their heads a considerable height above the le^, 
white, and purple clay, which divides tiie lulls into 
regular strata of u]iei]ual thickness, alto^ethcT 
forms a magical scene, to wliich the ocean itselt, 
from tlie point where the valley fust became visi¬ 
ble, was only a suitable back-ground. The ac¬ 
companying‘view which is taken from the sea- 
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shore will give a faint Idea of tills singular and 
loniantic spot* 

l^fr. Fortens, the Botanist for the India Compa¬ 
ny, accompanied me.to e.^aniine the vegetanle 
pr^uctions of Sandy-Bay Hidge, After mounting 
as high as we could on our horses, we quitted 
them to scramble into a scene of vegetation, 
which to me was perfectly new. Tlic different 
varieties of cabbage-tree,t as tliey are called, are 
numerous; but as they were just coming into 
bloom, 1 could not ascertain their name. They 
are syngenesious. The Dicksunia, or tree-fern, 
grows to the height of fourteen feet, and has 
leaves five feet long; the other ferns are numerous 
anil beautiful. These were all crowded together 
on tlie summit of Diana's Peak, over shadowed, in 
some parts, by the gum-tree, J and other trees, 
which to me were unknown. The examination 
of the vegetable tribe in this island is a work, I 
have uo doubt wojild well repay the lulrourof a l>o- 
tanist. We collected several specimens, returned 
to dine at the Plan tat ioit-huuse, and from thence 
to the town. 

During the absence of the Deputy^Governor, 
.Mr. Doveton officiated, in that capacity; he was 
consequently in possession of Long wood, the 
country residence attached to that office. By 
invitation we accompanied him thither. The 
road is on the opposite side of the town to 
Lailder ffill, and of e^y ascent; it winds along 
the rid^e, almost encircling Rupert’s Valley, for 
nearly three miles; and at length ends in a large 
elevated plain, or rather gentle ascent, on the sum- 

*.^*^^^*®**^*** a very bcaiiilM drawing 

in bii Min volume of vie we. publieted by Miller. 
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mit of which is a flag-staff, froiii which it takes 
its name. The scenery is more like England than 
any thing I had seen in the island, and is much 
admired hy the natives for a reason that had no 
weight with usf uanielv, because it is moce level: 
it was once covered with the gum-tree, but ave¬ 
nues were opened in it, which gave the S, E. wind 
a free en trance: the consequence was its gradual 
destruction. Young trees have been planted in 
abundance, which thrive well in defiance of the 
wind i though from the elevation of the ground, 
an<i the situation to windward, it lias iiere full 
force to act. 1 regret that a more profitable tree 
has not been substituted for the gum wood, which 
only grows to the heiglit of about thirty feet, and 
is of no other use than as fire-wootl. Colonel 
Patton is anxious to introduce the larch, which 1 
have no doubt will thrive well, if it can be pre¬ 
served from the goats. These are permitted to 
Jive all over the island, although the mischief they 
do is incalculable, and totally precludes pJanting, 
without the previous ex pence of enclosing. They 
indeed supply fresh meat for the hospital; but 
this surely might be better arranged, by permit¬ 
ting a conditional destruction, the farmers being 
bound in that case, to supply other food for the 
sick, vvhich they would willingl}' do. .At Long- 
wood, as in every other part of the island, the 
soil is excellent; it suffers, however, peculiar 
inconvenience from the want of water. There 
is great reason to hope that tivis evil may be ob¬ 
viated; in-which case fifteen hundred acres of 
meadow land, that are no\v nearly useless, vv'Ul be 
rendered capabde of supporting cattle, suUicient 
to supply the island and tiie ships touching here, 
with fresh provisions. 

The East India Companv, wlien they first be* 
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canic of the islnnil of St. lieleuaj by the 

grant of Charles U. offered to es'ery man who 
would settle there, ten acres of land, and a cow, on 
paying a tiuit-rent of Is. per acre, Jiy this means 
above £3(10 acres are become free, of which only 
a small part remains in the hands of the descend¬ 
ants of the original colonists; the rest having been 
purchased by the richer inhabitants, and thrown 
into larger farms. The present price of land is 
about twenty-five years purchase. Four thousand 
acres have at difl-ereot times been leased out fay 
the Company at a very low rent, the highest not 
exceeding I(»a per acre. Formerly they granted 
lands for lives, or u term of 99 years, but these 
leases arc mostly expiring, and at present none are 
made for a longer period tlnan S1 years. About 
fifteen hundred acres are in the occupatif)n of the 
Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, and the Com¬ 
pany, which, adtlcd to the free and leased lands 
before mentioned, amount to between seven and 
eight thousand acres now under cultivation. The 
residue of the island, which is considered as con¬ 
taining in the w'hole tbirly thousand acres, is in 
a great degree useless, though a large portion 
might be rendered serviceable as gracing land, 
were it not for the frequent scarcity of water. In 
no part of the world is farming a more profitable 
business than in St. Helena. In favourable sea¬ 
sons the richest ground wilt produce three crops of 
potatoes in a year, yielding an aggregate of four 
hundred bushels per acre, which arc here worth 
eight shillings per bushel ; a nmst immoderate 
profit 1 As the very great quantity of rats, tliat 
infest every field, prevents the cultivation of any 
kind of gmjn, the farmers are limited to grazing, 
and the raising of fruit, and vegetables. Oranges, 
limes, lemons, figs, grapes, guavas, bauanas, 
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peaclies^ pomegranates, melons, water-melons, and 
pumpkins, are the produte of every farm. A few 
mangos, cocoa-nuts, pine-apples, and strawberries, 
are to be seen at the Governor’s table only. One 
solitary apple orchard thrives, and yields to the 
proprietor not unfrequently five hundred pounds a 
year. In ever)' other part of tlie island wire re tliia 
kvourite European fruit has been trier!, it lias 
tailed. The Arum escidentuth is cultivated only 
for the use of the slaves. The flocks of sheep 
are by no means adequate to the consumption of 
the island, or equal to what it wovild support, 
The English breed would answer best; but the 
laws of England prohibit the exportation of sheep; 
nor lias any indulgence in this respect been Ivithcr- 
to obtained in favour of tliis important little 
colony, though application has, 1 understand, been 
frequently made for tliat purpose. Owing to tlic 
scantiness of their stock, the inhabitants are obliged 
to kill their mutton too young; it is tlieret'ore very 
indifferent ; the same cause accounts for the berf 
1 JCJOg lean an d ill colon red. Theporkisgoodatthe 
tables of the mote opulent inhabitants, buL what 
is purchased in the market is detestable, troiu the 
animals having been fed on the heads and oflai of 
the coarser kinds of fish. I'he goats arc numerous 
and well tasted. 

I have been thus particular in enumerating the 
productions of St, IJclciia, as its only value is in 
affording a supply to the fleets that touch there in 
the con Tse o f a long voyage. U n fortuna tely, these 
supplies are not so ample as they might be, even 
in the present state of tlie island, owing to the 
baneful spirit of monopoly, whitJi bas extended 
itself into tlie middle of the Southern Atlantic; 
and every article above mentioned, except bee^ 
which is sold at five-pence per pound, in conse- 
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quench of a Toaximum fixed by Govemment, is at 
a price that limits its consumption to tlie tables of 
the officers. 1 cannot resist giving the prices of 
a few articles, as a proof of my assertion; turkeys, 
two guineas each; a goose, one guinea; small 
ducks, eight sluUings each; fowls, from half a 
crown to five shillings each ; live pigs one shilling 
per pound; potatoes, eight shillings per bushel; 
cabbages, eighteen-pence each ; lemons, one 
shilling per do^cn; and pumpkins half-a-crown 
each. Fish, though there are nearly seventy 
kinds around the island, and most of them in 
abundance, is inmioderately dear. 'J’here cannot be 
the least doubt that all sorts of fruit and vegetables 
at present cultivated, might be brought to'market 
in such abundance as to afford a plentiful supply 
to the crew of every ship that arrives. At present 
the fanners combine to keep up the price, and 
prefer leaving the fruit and vegetables to decay, to 
selling them for less than they lia\'e hitherto de¬ 
manded, This evil might easily be obviated, and 
the combination broken, by a public garden, to be 
cultivated by the Government slaves, the produce 
of which might be sold to the ships at a price 
suflicient to clear all the expences, and allow a 
handsome profit. In this garden might be raised 
different kinds of fruit-trees, to be afterwards dis¬ 
persed over the island. The mango, wliich is now 
a solitary plant in the possession of the Governor, 
would thri ve in the different vallies. The Loquot, 
and other Chinese fruits, wouhl probably grow in 
any part of the island. But piA ate individuals, 
who think only of present profit, will never under¬ 
take the necessary experiments. They must be 
conducted by Government, to answer any good 


purpose. 

The increase of the stock of cattle am! sheep, is 
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an object of atiU greater inTportauce. At present, 
altliough beef is server] out to the crews of the 
Indiamen on their arrival, yet tlie supply is so 
scanty, that for a great part of the year, the inha- 
hitants are obliged to live on salt jirevisions, which 
are issued from the stores of tlie East India 
Company, at an annual loss of full sis thousand 
pounds. 

Very extensive tracts of land, particularly at 
Longwood, are at present useless from the want 
of water. As all the vallies are supplied wltli 
running streams, which have their source at a 
considerable elevation, it seems probable that some 
solitary spring may exist above the level of tliese ^ 
tracts; if not by lire aid of machinery, water 
might be conducted to them. The ex pence would 
he amply repaid, by the many thousands of cat¬ 
tle that would be maintained on them. The 
water that finds its way to the sea along Rupert s 
Valley, would answer the purjiose extremely wcU, 
and 13 at present of no use. f was told that 
seasons have occurred in which the drought has 
been so great as to threaten the annihilation of all 
the live-stock on the island. The hills of St. 
Helena are destitute of trees, except Diana’s Peak. 
The conseejuence is, that though the clouds which 
are borne along by the S. K trade winds constant¬ 
ly roll over their tops, and even extend some way 
down their sides, yet little moisture is retained. 
On Diana’s Peak, on the contrary, when tiie 
ground is moistened, the deep shade of its luxu¬ 
riant vegetation prevents tlie rays of the sun from 
entering and parching it up. Indeed, in the win¬ 
ter season, a day seldom passes without several 
showers falling on it. If, tiiereforc, the other hills 
were covered with wood to their summits, would 
they not have the same effect of attracting the 
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clouds in tbe first itistance, and after wards of re* 
taintng tlie moisture in the soil, in defiance of a 
tropical sun ? From what I have seen in other 
climates, 1 ani; strongly inclined to believe that they 
would, and at any rate the experiment is worth a 
trial, as the scarcity of firc-wood is greats not only 
for the shipping, but for the consumption of the 
inhabitants, The native woods of St. Helena are by 
no means valuable; the trees do not grow to any 
considerable lieight, and their texture is in general 
light and spongy. The East India Company ought 
to direct the introduction of the different forest 
trees from Bengal, many of which would thrive in 
tlie variety of situations which the island affords, 
and perhaps c\'en the giants of the Eastern Ibrests, 
the teak-tree and the banian-tree, may hereafter 
be seen covering the lofty eminences of Dlana^s 

The geometrical elevation of the principal emi¬ 
nences of the Island arc as follows: 

Diana's Peak is above the level of 

ihc* sea 2692 feet. 

Cuckold’s Point Is . , . , 2fi7S 

Halley’s Mount , . . . • 3467 

Flag-staff:' ■.. S273 

Barn . . . .201j 

Longwood-house , . . . . 17<52 

Much still remains to be done to render St, He¬ 
lena a convenient place for vessels to take in sup¬ 
plies. The pier ivhich has been erected at James's 
town Is too small tor the landing of casks and 
stores; if it were carried out a Utile farther, it 
might answer every purpose, a±\er the removal of 
some sunken rocks that are close to i t, A kind of 
bason would be then formed, where the boats 
might land) in defiance of the swell, w'hich is oc¬ 
casionally very great. Till the arrival ot Colonel 
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Pattou, the water-casks were obliged to be landed 
in order to be filled. At present water is convey¬ 
ed in pipes to the boats, 1 have no doubt that 
the active steal of the Colonel will obviate many 
other inconvcniencles, I only hope that Ire may 
not be tiiwarted from home, in consequence of the 
East India Directors giving credit to others, who, 
with less judgment, will be infinitely more forward 
to recommend tlieir plans to notice. 

It is with the highest degree of approbation that 
I must speak of the slave-laws of St. lleleua. I 
am sorry, however, to obsen'e that, prior to the 
time of Colonel Patton, many of the reguktions 
were evaded, and others openly violated. liV^ith an 
attention, to their morals highly proper in a Chris¬ 
tian country, it was positively ordered that the 
slaves should receive religious instruction, and that 
they should be oblige^l to marry. The former lias 
been neglected; and of a comjrliance with the lat¬ 
ter, I believe there has not been a single instance 
for the last fifteen years. It was also ordered, that 
no person should be at liberty to emancipate a slave 
without giving a security to Uie Compny that he 
should never become burthensome to them. Yet 
for some time it has been customary to emancipate 
slaves without this security, with the permission of 
the Governor and Council; aad these people are 
now, in their old age, living at the expense of the 
Company. Many of these have purchased their 
frcerloin from their master^, out of the savings of 
their extra labour; others have been disvharpd, 
to avoid the expense of feetling and clothing them 
in their old age, which by the law their masters are 
obliged to do. A slavc cannot be punished by his 
master with more than twelve Iphes ; any addi¬ 
tional cliaatiseraent must be inflicted by order of 
a magistrate, who will likewise afford redress on 
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any complaint of a slaves not being propeily fed 
or clothed. The number of dogs kept illegally by 
the slaves is a g^at evil; as they areemploj'cd not 
only to kill tlie game, with ’which the’ island 
abounds, but also too frequently to catch sheep in 
the night, when the slave resides so far up the 
country as to render an immediate detection impro¬ 
bable. Two instances of this kind occurred during 
niy stay. These crimes can be attributed only to 
the want of moral instruction. 1 have no doubt 
that the slave of St. Helena, were he jjropcrly 
taught, would soon become a valuable member of 
society. He has the usual- good qualities of liis 
race, and is as well provided for, as the labourer of 
England. The incitements to crimes in this iso¬ 
lated spot are few indeed. The importation of 
Negroes has been long at an end; and it is by no 
means an uninteresting fret, tliat since that period 
their number has increased, and is increasing, ft 
would indeed be extraordinary if the human species 
were to do otherwise in any part of t he globe, where 
food was in abundance, and no ill treatment coun¬ 
teracted tbe bounty of Providence, The inhabi¬ 
tants of St. Helena treat their slaves with great 
kindness, and indeed appear to be a worthy race of 
people. 

'Hie fort of James Town, 

the capital, is in , lat. 15*59' b. 

■ ' / ,* ■ * long. 5* 49'Vf. of Greenwich. 
'l*Jie variation of the com¬ 
pass w'as in , 1777, 13* 15' west 
...... 1796, 15* west. 

. ^. , , . . 18€2, 

We left St Helena Sept 23, and on Oct 20 the 
Cape was visible from the mast head. At two in 
the morning I ivas awakened by Captain Weltden, 
informing me that we were in the J3ay, Curiosity 
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iiiaJe tne rise,to take a peejjat the cekbiatedTable 
MouQtalii, which by the light of the had a 
fine cftect, and in grandeur by^no means disappoint¬ 
ed tny expectations, At three we cast anchor. 
Soon after breakfiist Captain Weltden and 1 set off 
in bis boat for the shore : the wind blew fresh from 
the N. E. and we with diflictilty made our way to 
the landing-place. We ought indeed to have waited 
for the health-officer to come on board; but this 
we neglected, as the appearance of lire weather 
made it doubtful whether he would venture out j 
and if the wind freshened, we might, by this delay, 
have been kept for several days, without being 
able to laud; by no means an unusual circum¬ 
stance at tilts season of the year, _Our first visit 
was to Sir Hoger Curtis, the Admiral, at whose 
house we fortunately met with the acting Gover¬ 
nor, Lieutenant General Dundas, and Mr. Pringle, 
Agent to the East India Company, and Commissary 
Genera], to whom 1 had letters from his cousin at 
Madeira, Our reception W'as civil; ami we imiiie’ 
diately entered on business by emjulring the ulti¬ 
mate destination ,of the vessels. To our great disap' 
pointinent WQ found that Ceylon was out^ of the 
question, since Uiere remained only part ot a rai¬ 
ment to be conveyed to that place, wliich would 
go in one ship; and orders having been sent out 
not to separate tlie Minerva and the Lord Eldon, 
we were to proceed together to Bengal. 

■Finding that I was likely to continue at the Cape 
a fortnight at least, I consulted with my old friend 
Brigadier-General Hail, whom I had the pleasure 
of finding here, respecting a visit to the interior, 
who kindly promised to go wiUi us, and his Brigade 
Major, Hippisley, obligingly undertook the whole 
arangement of the party. The 33d was fiijed on 
as the day of our departure. 

VOL. i, C 
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In the moniiiig of Oct. 23, Generiil Hall called 
with horses, to take me and Mr. Salt, to breakfast 
will] a Mr, Kersteeu, at Wineberg. The day was 
clear, and the sim not very powerful during 
our ride: a very good road led us over ground 
nearly level, covered with a brush'wood or Ericar 
and Protese, with the Table ^fountain rising ma* 
jestically on our right. I was mucli pleased with 
the novelty of the scene, and could scarcely at first 
refrain from stopping to observe more closely many 
Ixias, Geraniums, and other plants which 1 had 
with care cultlv'ated in England, growing neglect* 
cd in such immense profusion; the Ariatoa cyanea 
predominated. I observed many plants, that still 
continue scarce in England, probably because every 
collector supposes they must have been previously 
sent thither, on account of their^ vicinity to the 
Cape Town. Our host gave us a polite reception: 
we consulted him respecting our intended expedi- 
lioiv on the morrow, and he not only assisted us 
with his advice, but gave us letters of introduction 
to a friend, at whose house we were to stop the first 
day. Finding we were but five miles from Con- 
stantia, where the telehraled wine of that name is 
made, and knowing that wc should not have any 
other opportunity of visiting it, we determined to 
continue our ride, although the sun ivas very hot. 
Major Hippisley, who had accompanied us, remain¬ 
ed with me, while the General and :\fr. Salt rode 
forward. Uy delaying, in order to get some speci¬ 
mens, we lost our companions, and, soon afterwards 
our road; by which means we went about a mile 
out of on r wa 3 '. On any other occasion I should 
have rejoiced at this accident, as it led ns through 
A wootled country ; but the sun now became so 
powernil, that 1 regretted every' tiling which kept 
me exposed to its rays, A vineyard may in Italy- 
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be a beautiful object; but at tlie t’ape notbingcau 
be more unsightly. TJie vines are peruhtted to 
grow only to the height of three feet, ami have all 
the appearance of a wood just cut clown. This 
was only the beginning of sumiiier, consequently 
the fruit was not ripe. To add to our vexation, 
the proprietor of tlie place was absent: I was there’ 
fore obliged to return to town without seeing his 
cellars, which are cousldered as the finest iu the 
colony, 

M^or Hippisley having hired two covered 
waggons, each drawn hy eight horses, with a Hot¬ 
tentot driver, and a slave to assist him, Messrs. 
Eden, Salt, and I, assembled to breakfast by 
six o'clock at General Hall's. About seven we 
moun ted our carriage^ and proceeded through the 
Cape Town on our inteuded exiieditiou. These 
waggons are the only machines adapted to the 
roughness of the roads, as they have every advan¬ 
tage of strength, and didiculty of being overset. 
The Dutch Ladies use them constantly, but an 
English female would hardly l>ear the violent jolts, 
which perpetually occur from the gullies formed in 
the roads by the rains, which are never attempted 
to be mended by the colonists, until they become 
so large as to render a passage over them, not only 
dangerous but impracticable. The five gentlemen, 
for the sake of society, mounted into one waggon, 
in which there is not comfortable room for more 
than four, My servant, accompanied by General 
Hall’s orderly, wdio was to serve as assistant cook, 
was placed in the second waggon witli the guns, 
luggage, and a chest of wine,* the only article of 

5 provision which we tpok with us, excepting an 
iluglish cheese. The Cape wine, thougli by no 
means unpleasant, is very apt to disagree with 
strangers, and the cheese is detestable; we were 
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therefore happy to be obliged to Captam Weltdeii 
for these two articie$. Our road lay o%’er the es- 
tent of sand which separates the penitisuk of Cape 
Town from the ffottentot country'; a tract which, 
I ha^'e no doubt, was formerly covered hy the sea. 
Nothing could be more drear}', nor was it very in- 
terestiug in a botanical poitit of view; we never¬ 
theless collected a considerable number of plants. 
The heaths were not in bloom, but the Ixite, Gla¬ 
dioli, and smaller bulbous Geraniums were, and we 
could not have been at the Cape in a better season 
for collecting them. Our horses went very well at 
about six mites an hour: our ilriver,. whose name 
WM September, managed Iris liorses with great 
skill, a qualification for which tlie slaves in this 
country arc remarkable: tlrey drive eight in liand 
with the utmost facility, and'will kill a small bird 
when on the wing, witli the lasli of tlieir long 
whip. About the micldle of the day we stopped 
to feed and rest our horses, and proceedetlon foot 
to seek for plants and birds, but with veiy indiffer¬ 
ent success. At four o’clock we arrived at Cow- 
berg, where we meant to sleep; and having deli- 
vered Mr. Kersteen’s letter to Ifynheer Andreas 
Conti, we were politely received. 

On the following day we made an excellent 
breakfast, the milk, butter, and eggs being good. 
We departed at seven o'clock. Tlie country, for 
the first four hours, was etiually unsightly witl/that 
which we had seen yesterday. At two o clock 
we stopped, - according to our determination, 
and devoured our provision, while the horses were 
grazing. We scot to a neiglibouring boor for 
Wine for our servants and slaves, and learning that 
a wedding was celebrating, proceeded thither to 
p^’our compliments to the brttle and bridegroom. 
The younger part of the company were dancii^g 
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merrily to a labor and pipei while tlie elder males 
smoked^ and the females distrlbiiitefi wine. All of 
us, except Major Hippisley, joined in the dance, 
which seemed to give them great satisfaction, as 
they had learnt from our servants, who we were. 
The scene was amusing, apd we sliould have stayed 
longer, had we not been told that we had a great 
distance to go, and a river to pass. Wc therefore 
took our leave, under a salute of small arms from 
the coin]>any. ^'he scenery be^n to improve as 
we approached the moiintains. Tlie Berg river 
was highly picturestjue, At the place where we 
had to pass, it divided itself into two branches; 
the first was rendered difficult by very large rocks, 
over which the waggons were obliged to Iw 
dragged; the seconti was vHder and much deeper. 
I confess that 1 by no means felt myself easy on 
hnrling the water enter the waggon, anil the 
horses obliged to swim; September, however, made 
such excellent use of Ids whip, and encouraged 
the cattle so loudly witli his voice, that we w'ere 
safely landed on the t>lher side before we bad time 
to consider our danger. We were now only anxU 
ous for our servants and the baggage, which hot 
ap[rearing for some time, September unloosed^ a 
horse and swam back a^in. His superior abilities 
soon set every thing rif^it, and we beheld the other 
waggon enter the river, and pass it with the same 
facility which we had experienced. • Tins second 
delay, though it enabled us to admire at our leisure 
the scenery, wdiich was the most beautiful We 
had seen since we left the Cape, made us so late. 
that night overtook us on one of the extensive and 
sandy plains so common in this country, and 
which, being only covered with brush^woon, have 
no marks to guide the traveller. At leo^lr we 
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discovered a light issuing from a small house to 
which we proceeded. On enquiry, we found we 
were nearly two hours drive from De Waifs at the 
Tiventy-tour Rivers, where we meant to have slept. 
It was completely dark, and our horses were 
fatigued, for we had tnivelled full forty miles. It 
was difhcult to determine what we should do: to 
proceed to our original destination seemed impos¬ 
sible: the house in whicli we were, consisted of 
only a kitchen, filled by a large family of Hotten¬ 
tots, and a bed room occupied by the master and 
his wife, who was in momentary cxpeclatioii of de¬ 
livery; so that to stay there was equally out of the 
question, ^although he verj’ hospitably oflered to 
receive us, and to give us the best his cottage 
could aJFord, At length we learnt that, at a short 
distance, resided a person named Kicholas Jlesteru, 
where we were assured we could be well accom¬ 
modated. A Hottentot U'as tempted by the ofier 
of a glass of brandy, to run before the horses, and 
guide them on the way. In about half an hour he 
conducted-us in safety to the expected liahitation; 
but we were most completely disappointed. On 
opening the door, we discovered an old man at 
supper in his night gown, and beside him two per¬ 
fect specimens of Dutch boors, with their wives 
and children; more heavy looking, full-fed ani¬ 
mals, in the shape of men, I never beheld. The 
old man was cross and deaf: he grumbled much at 
our arrival, and scolded us for travelling at so late 
an hour. Fortunately, he soon retired to bed, 
when we procured from his more civil daughters, 
an excellent supper of eggs and butter. Our 
Io<igitig was TTiiich wors^j for we could discover 
only thjee beds, and those so detestably bad, that 
the two gentlemen who were obliged to sleep on 
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the baggage hati, comparatively, no great reason to 
complain of their lot; but we were travellmg, and 
it was our busintiss to niak^ tli€ best of it. 

After breakfast we departed for Mynheer De 
Wall's, near the Twenty four Rivers, where we ar* 
rivefl in about two honrs, having passed the Klein 
Berg river, which, though very wide, was so low, 
owinK to tlic I^tc fine M'^atUcTi that it liardlj 
^vetted the horses' legs. The'rivers through Oie 
wliolc of this country descending from the lofty 
mountains, are, in winter, rapid and <leep torrents, 
but in summer their beds are nearly dry: a tew 
hours rain will raise them to an impassable height; 
and again in a few hours they will return to their 
usual hed- Tire day was rainy and windy, which 
obiio’ed us to keep down the curtains ot our 
wag^n ; we saw therefore but little of the scenery 
or plants. This was. as we afterwards found, no 
loss to us, being obliged to return by the same 

iDad. , , - f 

We met wdth a most hospitable reception from 
Blynheer De Wall; and as the rain continued, we 
tletcrmin^^d to stay and dine witli Inm, and in tbe 
evening proceed to the lloode Sand. He was a 
well informed gentleman, and his family looked 
contented and good-humoured; his house was ex¬ 
cellent, and his f^re good. He advised ns to go 
next to his wife’s brother’s, at the Koode Sand, 
which we resolved to do. Nothing coo Id be more 
dreary than the plain of low brush-wood, which 
we at first travelled over, level as the se^ and 
bounded by the distant mountains, which, though 
grand, were now by custom become familiar to us. 
The scene, however, began to change, and improve 
in beauty as wc approached the pass, where the 
Klein Berg makes its way from the lloode Sand 
through the lofty range of mouutains which sepa- 
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rates tbe Cape land from the interior of Africa. It 
fortunately cleared np; we therefore determined 
tf> vvalk through the Kloff/ both to have a better 
view of the river and moimtains, and to avoid the 
intolerable jolting of our waggons. The road was 
conducted along the banks of the river, at different 
degrees ot elei'ation. It was rendered nearlv im¬ 
passable by masses of large stone, which had rolled 
from the height above, and by the inequality of 
the rock itself which the bcxrrs* hail not taken the 
tronble even to break or level. After about three 
iriles of very fatiguing work we cleared Rootle Sand 
Kloff, and liad the valley before us, with a most 
excellent road, by which we were shortly con¬ 
ducted to Mj nheer De Witt's. Neither he nor his 
wife was at home; tjut we were received by a 
pretty little girl, his eldest daughter, who sliewed 
us to two apartments, in which to our great joy, 
we discovered five good beds. Tbe whole appear¬ 
ance of the place was respectable, and impressed 
us with a favourable opinion of our host, in which 
we were fully con finned on his arrival. General 
Hall understood Dutch, and tlirougii iiim we were 
obliged to converse, which answered every neces* 
sary purpose. ^ Our supper at length appeared, 
good in its kind, and abuiulantly suflicient for 
twenty people. After doing credit to it we retired 
to our beds. 

It rained during the whole of the night and 
part of the morning; but fortunately cleared up 
about eight, when we were preparing to depart 
We had again to pass the Kloff, which we did on 
foot. Mr, Eden and die Major canted their guns, 
but no sport. I was more fortunate in my 
botanical purauits, and Mr. Salt made two very 
beautiful sketches. W'e were told, it would take 

* A b«twren two moubtaius. 
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U9 but five hours to go to Waggon-niikers Valley, 
where we nieaDt to sleep; we thereforeluademore 
delay than usual, and were properly rewarded; for 
it was perfectly dark before we arrived. On 
driving to the house we found only a slave, who 
informed us that his master did not live there, but 
at a house a short distance off. M e desired him to 
fiiiow us the road, and leaving our wagons imnie- 
diatelv proceeded to another very gooil habitation, 
wher^ on opening the door, we discovered Myn¬ 
heer Wagh at Slipper with anotlier man. Al¬ 
though the Dutch are extremely happy to show 
thathospifoUty to strangeis, which is necessary m 
a country wliere there are no inns, yet they are 
ever dissatisfied if they arrive at unseasonable 
hours: this was now the case; and Mynheer 
Wash at first made numberless excuses to avoid 
receiving us^ bowevert we insisted on 

ingi declaring it was too late to seek any o 
lodging, he found remonstrance was vain, and 
immediately relaxed into good humour, an pro¬ 
vided for us an excellent supper. 

I should observe, that at this old house there is the 
finest orangerie in the settlement: the trees were 
forty feet high, and loaded with the most delici¬ 
ous fruit, at the same time that the tragrance ot 
the bloom scented the air to a considerable dis- 
tance The tlav was most beautibil, and the 
scenery difiercnt from any that we had yet seen. 
Several rivulets (lescendtftl from the mountains, 
and gave a fertility to this valley, that forme a 
strong contrast wrlLh the arid sand around, covered 
with a stunted brush-wood, w'hich is ofiiy iiiterest 
ingtotheeve of a botanist, ft was a perfect 
Omis in the’dcserts of Southern Africa. Tlve beau¬ 
ty of the spot has brought hither a number of 
inhabitants, whose while houses, surrounded w'lth 
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lofty oaks, greatly enrich the view. We were 
soon conducted to a river, which, as usual, was 
called the Uerg River, over which we passed in a 
boat, guided by a rope, in the German manner, 
i he delay occasioned by our double et^uipage gave 
some of our party an opportunity to batne, and 
enabled a boor mounted on an excellent horse, to 
overtake us: he had a little HoUentot moun ted 
on anotlier, and led a third. In this way tlieboors 
will travel a prodigious distance, occasldnally 
changing the horse, and testing at night at differ* - 
ent houses. He iiad been from home ever since 
the 23d, and enf|uired of us whence we came, whi¬ 
ther^ we were going, and what was the cause of 
our journey. These i^ueslionsare usual among the 
Dutch, and arc considered as by no means imper¬ 
tinent. He was goofl-humoured, and amusing; 
told^ us his name, Iris business, the number of his 
family, and the reason of his quitting his home. 
Having kept company with us for seveml miles, 
ami smoked his pipe, which he ingeniously lighted 
with his, flint, he gave Ids horse the rein, and was 
soon out uf sight. 

M e arrived about the mirldle of the day at the 
Paarl, a beautiful village, the huusosof which were, 
as usual, white-washetl, and surrounded by trees. 

A lofty mountain formed a back ground to the 
view. On our road to Stellenbosch we passed 
through Hr. Ducketts farm at Klapmuty. This 
scientific agriculturist came over with Sir George 
longe, to endeavour to introduce the English 
method of liusbandry into the colony. The Dutch 
had at first a perfect contempt tor his implements, 
method of managing the ground; experience 
has, however, convinced them that he was right; 
and had tile English continued masters of the 
ctMODj, I have uo doubt that his coming over 
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would have answered many essential [Hi rposes. 
He- was not at liome, which I nmcli regretted, 
^Ve arrived in good time at Steiienhoachj and toolc 
up our abode at the house of an old acc^ualntance 
of the General ; a Hessian, of the name of WolfFe- 
rum, who marrietl a woman of large fortune at 
Satavia, witli whom he returned Intlier, where he 
lives in a very comfortable manner. He and his 
family speak hughsh ^ and having associated much 
with that nation, Ids manners liave nothing Dutch 
in them. The town is very neat, and the oaks, 
which form an avevrue in every street, contribute 
to. its coolness an<l beauty, I have seldom seen 
finer trees tlian those in the front of the Landroosts 
house. They grow here rapidly, and will bear to 
be transplanted at a very large size; but the tim¬ 
ber is indifferent, and by no means equal to tbe 
Ivorst-produced in nortliern climes. 

Tlie horses having been continually worked 
since they left Cape Town, we yesterday gave them 
a respite. The morning of our departure was 
rainy, l et we determined to visit the cascade at 
French Hoek. That we might have the pleasure 
of Wolfferum’s and his daughters company, we 
took both the waggons. The weather continued 
intolerably bad, till we arrived at the Irouse of 
Jacob De Villiers, where we intended to dine. I 
was mortified by the inclemency of the day, as the 
country was evidently more beautiful than any 
we had Vet passed through, particularly in tlve 
clnity of a Mr. Rousseau, a relative of the 
brated Jean Jacques, At dinner' Villiers produced 
some excellent red wine, of which Old tVolfferum, 
immediately purchased one cask, and 1 another, 
to be delivered at the Cape, for fifty-five rtx dol¬ 
lars. We proceeded through the rain to visit tbe 
cas^de, De Vil li ers acting as guide. The waggon 
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road made it tour miles, though we had been told 
it was only one. I procured at another farm-house 
a horse and a little boy to show the patli to the 
bottom of the cascade, after it should be necessary 
to quit the waggon. Most fA tunately it cleared 
up as we approached, ami the clouds rising, gra¬ 
dually discovered a scene truly iiiagdificent. 
Phrough a clctl of the mountain fell a considera¬ 
ble volume of water, above J70 feet perpendicular, 
and then rolled over immense rocks, with brush¬ 
wood overhanging them, till it reached the vale 
below. Several smaller cascades, caused only 
by the rain, broke over dillereut parts of tlie 
mountain. Sir. Salt took the accompan^ng view 
of it, in defiance of the cold • but the whole of 
the scene is on too large a scale to Ijc introduced 
in one picture. 1 understand that we saw the lall 
to great advantage, as U4ually at this season of 
the ye^r it is nearly dry. Most assare-clty there is 
no spot I had seen during our wljole journey that 
I should so much rejoice to revisit as iTcnch 
Hoek, not only on account of the cascade, but of 
the beauty of the surrounding country. Wet and 
weary we returned lo Dc Villlers, where we parted 
with our host, and set ofF instantly on our return 
to Stellenbosch. In defiance of llie rain, 1 had 
collected at French Hoek some seed of Protea 
grandiflora, and a considerable quantity of bulbs, 
chiefly ili;eiiiGtiLhus, which serve as food to the 
baboons, that abound among the rocky declivities 
of the mouniams. It Is the richest field for botany 
that I have seen. ' ^ 

the morning, satisfied with our 
residence at WoHFerunfs liouse, and pleased with 
me partiality he expressed for the Fmglish, which 
I believe was not feigned. We dined, as usual, 
by a nvulct, on cold meat, finished the last bottle 
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of our wine, killed the first covracapelle we had 
seen, and also a beautiful snake, called the ribbon 
snake; and without having met willi the least 
accident, iinislied a tour of 300 miles, arriving 
safe at Cape Town about seven o’clock hi the 
evening. 

At five in the morning, Nov. 5j with a brisk 
gale we quitted the Cape of Good Hope. 

While this book was going to the press, in I SOS, I 
had the satisfaction of knowing that the Cape of 
Good Hope was again, and I hope will be for ever, 
in the possession of Great Britain. I only take 
notice of this to observe, that 1 consider the pre¬ 
sent situation of Europe as adding greatly to the 
value of this settlement. ’1 he insatiable ambition 
of Buonaparte, and bis rooted antipathy to this 
country, have at lengtli closed the whole Conti* 
nent against us, and uecessarily obliged us to seek 
in other places what we used to procure from it; 
Of these the most important articles are grain and 
wine. The Cape would fully supply botJi, if the 
necessary measures were adopted there by the 
Government. A finer country for the production 
of grain does not exist, and a very small propor¬ 
tion only is yet in cultivation. Every species of 
grape, that lias Ixen tried, has succeeded; and the 
onlv cause of the inferiority of the Cape Madeii^ 
is tlic ignorance and negligence of the Uutch in 
making ib Their vineyar'ds are ill managed, the 
grapes being permitted to touch the ground; and 
tliey cut oft' the whole hrancli with the fruit, which 
they' throw into the press, communicating by such 
means an unpleasant flavour to the wine. Were 
the usual precautions taken, I have no doubt, that 
some kinds of w'ine now inade in Erancei Portugal, 
and Germany, might be Produced in this colony, 
and add greatly to our independence of those parts 
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of the world, which have been permitted by Provi¬ 
dence to fall under the iron sceptre of our impla¬ 
cable enemy* If 1 had etilertained any doubts of 
the value of the Cape of Goo<l Mope as a settle¬ 
ment, they would have been reinoved, by the able 
work of Mr Bamiw, whose perfect knowledge of 
the country' has enabled him to place, in a proper 
point of view, its resources, arid the prodigious ex¬ 
tent to which its advantages may be carried. 

At four in the morning, Dec. S, \V€ were 
abreast of the island ot St. Paul, distant about 
five leagues; It bore W. by N. and by our ob¬ 
servations it should be in 38" ff south, and 
77* Iff east; Amsterdam in 38“ 42' soutli, and 
77’ 2(/ cast. M'c had now left the Cape nearly 
a month, and had not the vveather at first been so 
vmfavourabte, should have had a ^’cry fine passage; 
as^ it was, we made GSi* of longitude since the i3th 
of Kovetiiber; and by our log we ran 3383 miles, 
wlilcb averages about iSa per rlay. We were this 
day ill 73° 35J' east of London. 

We spent our Christmas-day as nearly as pos¬ 
sible on tlie Line, At tweh'e we were 17 miles 
south, and before the day was over, were just 
north. In the evening it was perfectly calm, in 
consequence of which we placed lanthoras in the 
and, with the soldiers’ wives for partners^ 
joined in a merry dance. The scene was very 
gay, for the soldiers covered the- sides of the 
vessel, the poop, and the rigging. 

In latitude 5* ]{f S, longitude gS” 5^ E, the 
Iwt day of the year gave me the first sight of 
Asia; for at six in the morning the coast of Su¬ 
matra \vas visible, at the distance of fourteen 
leagues. The mountains are I'cry lofty, and, in 
^neral, clouds hang'ovei them. At twelve the rain 
fell on the land, aud reudereil the whole invisible. 
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On tlie first day of the New Year, at daylight, 
we saw the southernmost of tlie Nicobar Islands, 
and by eleven o'clock we were within two miles 
of it. At this extremity it is little elevated. A 
fine beach, woody in many jrlaces to the erige of 
the water, with the tall cocoa-nut tree occasionally 
breaking the level line, was succeeded by a low 
range oF hills, gradually rising from the sea, and 
backed by lofty mountains apparently bare, The 
whole composed a beautitul scene to an eye long 
accustomed to the uniformity of the sea, or to the 
brushwood ami sterile rocks of the Cape; and 
we were regaled by a breeze wafting from the 
shore an atmosphere of fragrance, which added to 
our regret at the impracticability of landing. A 
canoe put oft’ with cocoa-nuts, navigated by three 
men of the Malay countenance, copper coloured, 
and well-shaped. They woultl not come on 
board, aud the breeze soon carried us away- 
During the night we passed under the lee of the 
Great Nicobar, and early in the morning of the 
Sd, the islands of Kate hull and Caniorta W'ere in 
sigiit. Fram the Ibnner a canoe came alongside, 
laden with fruit, which we purchased. 'I'he men 
were ugly, a ml the wonmn by no means objects 
of temptation; Both sexes were naked, excejit a 
small apron worn by the females, and a strij) of 
cloth passing round the waist, and between the 
legs, of the males.' As we approached the islatul 
of Teressa the soundings were irregular; and u e 
found the island of Boinboka laid down wrong in 
all the cliarts, bearing nearly E, S, E. of the south 
end of the former, instead of N. E,, as they have 
placed it, On the eninince of the passage be¬ 
tween these two islands, are two or three rocks 
visible above water. We ran along the ice of 
Tcressa, which dift'ered in appearance from the 
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rest, in liaving extensive tracts .on, the bills free 
from wood, aiitl covered with herbage j a circum¬ 
stance which probably renders it more healtliy. 
The surf beat so heavily on the shore, as to deter 
us from attempting to land, in our boats: it did 
not however prevent the natives from coming off 
in their canoes. Thej' called to us to come to an 
anchor, which Captain Weltden determined to 
do; and accordingly let go the anchor in ten 
fathoms water. A calm succeeding, the swell 
carried us rapidly toward the shore, so tliat in a 
few moments we had but four fathoms water, 
with the rocks visible under the ship, and ahead 
of us. The Captain immerliately ordered the 
cable to be cut; and a light air providentially 
catching our top-sails, wc were enabled to back 
out; and thus, with the trifling loss of an anchor, 
escaped an imminent danger of shipwreck. As 
the state of the winds did not promise us a short 
voyage, it was thought adviseable to stand for Car 
Nicobar, in order to take in fresh provisions. 

On the 4th of Januarj' vve anchored off the 
west side of that island, opposite to a village 
composed of huts, elevated about four feet from 
the ground, to be out of the rtach of the serpents, 
with which it abounds. The Captain went on 
shore, and was received civilly by the natives, 
who however requested him not to 'permit too 
many of his crew to laud. On the next day he 
persuaded some of the natives to accompany him 
on board, leaving one of his people as a hostage. 
They are a very muscular race, but far from well 
made; their features, thougli ugly, have a pleasing 
expression: the constant use of the betel renders 
their large mouths very disgusting, and their 
irregular teeth perfectly black. During the day 
we went on shore, and found them goou-natiired 
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and tnofFensive, as their apprehensions were dis¬ 
pelled. IntercouTse with strangers had probably 
given tliem a suspicious turn; for not one ap¬ 
peared without a weapon in his hand, which he 
never for a moment quitted. They required 
money for their provisions, though tlicy also ex¬ 
pected knives, handkerchiefs, and other useful ar¬ 
ticles as presents* Dollars were the coin they 
preferred. 'We obtained a considerable quantity 
of cocoa-nuts, betle-nuts, papaus, plantains, limes, 
shaddocks, and a root which they call cachu, and 
which is evidently a species of anmi. Fowls and 
pigs were in great abundance; but yams, which 
we most wanterl, were not to be procured; nor 
did we see a single pine-apple. A species of ginger 
grows wild in the island. The woods are chiefly 
composed of the Barringtonia. Cocoa-nut-tree, 
Tournefortia, Borassus, and Areca, which I saw i 
the Alctris fragrans, and several shrubs, which, 
not being in flower, I could not ascertain. In¬ 
deed, the natives objected to our going far into 
the woods. The beach is sand, intennixed With 
coral rock; over which there is a very heavy surf, 
except at a part nearly opposite the village, where 
the boats landed without difficulty. Around the 
village were stuck tall pieces of baiuboO, each of 
whidi, we were told, marked the place where a 
person Jiad been interred ; and between it and the 
shore was a range of small cleft sticks, with a 
piece of flesh stuck in eacii; these compose a 
talisman to keep off death, which has visited 
them in its most dreadful form, the small-pox. 
An evil spirit is worshipped through fear, and 
lias the best habitation in the place; in the front 
of it arc suspended pftcrings of different kinds. 
The view by Mr. Salt will give a very good idea 
of this whimsical scene. The people speak a 
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broken Englisli^ mixed with Portuguese, by means 
of which we founil no dithculty in communi¬ 
cating with them. We set sail from tite island 
at uigiitj leaving a male ami female goat, of 
w^bich they promised to take great care. The 
nigs purchased here, u])on examination, proved to 
be of tlie species' called Sus Bab3'ru5sa. 1 think 
it riglrt to mention as a caution to any captain 
that may hereafter be obliged to touch "here, that 
our cable was nearly worn through by the rocks, 
which consist of a species of madrapore. 

Oii JauUiiry I7tl] we descried the Continent of 
India, bearing N, W. by’ W, distant four or five 
leagues. At twelve o’clock the black pagoda of 
Jngamaut, which was the first object we could 
distinguisli, bore N. N. W. W'e ran along shore 
with a pleasant breeze the whole evening, and saw 
immen sequantitiesof jelly-fsb. They we re s m all, 
and adhered to each other, so as to form the ap> 
pearance of a snake;; when taken out of the sea 
they seixirated, ami moved about with great velo¬ 
city. The brecs^.e being light, it was the ^Oth 
before we got to the pilot-ground at the mouth of 
the Hoogly river. On the 20th the purser left 
the ship with the public dispatches, by whom I 
forwarded kIters to Lord Wellesley, 
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Arriraf at Catmfia^-^FefiP tm. 

Marquis fe c^kbtoU the pMff.^VU'd Marratk pore 

^ArrangemtniM for the Jaurnri^ (o ZiUckn^w.^Lrart CaK 
eutta.^Pasi Ay Hoogfy^ Murhamporey, Jungrpore^ Bhaug- 
hutpitrf^ Mfftgh^y Pain^t fc Brnam.^RiSidcHce ihm.— 
Acioartf of Bmatfs,—Ltare Bmurts* — Juanpore. — Sulian. 
Akbar^t Bridge and Pa/aee thivr, Enttr theNa^ub Paier'* 
Territoriesr^Suitauapor. —j^mw at Lwcknow, 

The wind contiiiijing completely contrary, we 
were obliged to tide up the Iioogly, making only 
twenty a day. The navigation from Sorgur 
to Calcutta is excessively difficult from the intri¬ 
cacy of the passages between the sand banks, and 
the very' sudden turns which the river makes. 
Vessels that draw more than seventeen feet water, 
cannot be taken liiglier than Diamond Harlionr, 
except at spring tides; and even then it is dange¬ 
rous, if they draw more than eighteen j yet upon 
this river are the settlements of the French, Dutch, 
and Danes, as well as the English. M'e anchored 
off Fultah, a mud village,, similar to others which 
we have seen. The river itself is grand from its 
great body of ivater, but the quantity of mud 
which it rolls down considerably lessens its beauty* 
Tlic banks arc high^ the country beyond is per¬ 
fectly flat, and covered thickly with limber and 
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brusliwood, the haunt of mnumerable tigers. To 
these Suadcrbunds tlic Hindoos resort at this 
season In immense numbers, to perform their abla¬ 
tions in the Ganges, anrl many, to sacrihcc them¬ 
selves to the alligators, which they effect by walk- 
iog into the river, and waiting till the ferocious 
animals approacii and draw them under; others 
perish by the tigers every season; yet the powerful 
influence of superstition still draws them to this 
spot. 

Attended by Mr. Salt, I took my leave of the 
Miner\'a, after nearly eight months residence in 
her. To render a parting tribute to the merit of 
Captain Weltden, I nmst declare that I believe it is 
impossible forany one in bis situation to surpass him 
in abilities, information, manners, or good nature. 
The state barge in which we embarked, reminded 
me of the fairy talcs. It was veiy long in propor¬ 
tion to its width, richly ornamented with green 
and gold, its head, a spread eagle gUt; its stern, 
a tiger’s bead and body. Tlie centre would contain 
twenty people with ease, and was covered with an 
awning and side curtains: forward were seated 
twenty natives dTcssed in scarlet habits, with rose- 
coloured turbans, who paddled away with great ve¬ 
locity. After breakfasting at a tavern on shore, 
we proceeded on our voyage. As we advanced, 
the river became clearer, and the scenery was much 
improved by the country seats of the English, 
which covered each bank: they were in them¬ 
selves picturesque, being white‘ with extensive 
porticos to the south, and the windows closed by 
Venetian blinds painted green. Every house was 
surrounded by a plantation of mangos, jacks, and 
other orienUl forest trees, 

Mr. Graham resides in Chouringee^ in a very 
excellent house, where I found apartments pre-’ 
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pared for me, and for Mr. Salt, After a dinner at 
nome witli several friends of Mr. Graham, ive all 
proceeded to the Government house. The state 
rooms were for the first time liglited up. At the 
upper end of the largest was placed a ve^' nch 
Persian carpet, and in the centre of tliat|_ a 
mUsnud of crimson and gold, formerly composing 
part of the ornaments of Tippoo Sultan s throne. 
On this was a rich cliair and stool of state, for 
Lord Wellesley; on each side, tliree chairs for the 
members of council and judges* Down to the 
door on both sides of the room, were seats for the 
ladies, in which they were placed according to the 
strict rules of preccdencv’, which is here regulated 
by the senioritv of the husband in the Company s 
service. About ten, Lord Wellesley arrived, at¬ 
tended by a large body of aides-de-camp, &c. and 
after receiving, in the northern verandah, the com¬ 
pliments of some of the native princes, and the 
vakeels of others* took his seat. I he dancing then 
commenced, and continued till supper. The room 
was not sufficiently lighted up, 3"et still the ^ect 
was beautiful. The rows of chunam* pillars, 
which supported each side, together with the rest 
of the room* were of a shining white, that gave a 
contrast to the dift'erctit dresses of tire company. 
Lord Wellesley wore the orders of St. Patrick, 
and the Crescent, in diamonds, Many of the Euro¬ 
pean ladies were also richly ornamented with Jewels. 
The black dress of the male Armenians was 
pleasing from the variety; anti the costly, though 
unbecoming, habits of their females, together with 
the appeamnee of officers, nabobs, Persians, and 
natives, resembled a masquemde. It excelled it in 
one respect: the characters were well supported, 
and the costume violated by no one. About BOO 

* Chunam h a beautiful kiwi iif stucco, ncirljf equil W jcsglwne. 
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people were present, who found sufficient looro at 
supper, ia the marble hall below, I hence they were 
summoned about one o' clock to the different ve¬ 
randahs to see the fire works and illuminations. 
The side of the citadel facing the palace was covered 
with a biaae of iight^ and all the approaches were 
lined with lamps suspended from bamboos. This 
Fete was given in celebration of the general Peace. 

I had a private audience of Lord Wellesley, in 
which I consulted him respecting my future plans. 
He advised me, as the season was so far advanced, 
either to proceed immediately by dawk* for the 
upper provinces, or to take the remainder of the 
monsoon to visit Penang, and Madras, an<l after¬ 
wards return to Calcutta, in time to proceed up 
Uie river with the rainy season. The former he 
seemed inclined to prefer, in w'hich I concurred, as 
my intentions were to visit Ceylon and the Mysore, 
whicli i could not do this season; an<l therefore the 
Madras plan wouUi be only so much time thrown 
away. He repeatedly begged me to point out in 
what manner I wished for his assistance, and assured 
me, that I should have it in the fullest manner, both 
as to passports, ami even escorts when necessary. 

Having consulted my friend Mr. Graham, 1 de¬ 
finitively resolved to proceed for Lucknow, as soon 
as the necessary preparations could be made; this 
I notified to his Excellency, who assured me, that 
every order should be given, that could render my 
reception satisfactory', at the different stations 
through which I had to pass on my journey. 

For several days past my time was most com¬ 
pletely occupied in receiving and paying visits, and 
in a round of dinners. My reception was such as 
I had every Tcason to expect from the character of 

* Post, having beareri fltiUOMd at jhart distsnete to rtlievs 
each other. 
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niy countrymen in t!ie East. Amongst other 
morning CKCurslons, Mr. Graham and 1 visited the 
Botanic Garden, wliiclii is under tlie care of Dr. 
Roxburgh. It affords a wonderful display of the 
vegetable world, infinitely surpassing any thing 1 
have ever before beheld, It is laid out in a very 
good style, and its vast extent renders the confine¬ 
ment of beds totally unnecessary j yet, 1 think, it 
is a pity that a small conrpartment is not allotted 
to a scientific arrangeineut The finest object in 
the garden is a noble specimen of llie Ficus Ben- 
galeusls, on wliose branches are nourished a variety 
of specimens of the parasitical plants, Epidendrons, 
Linodoruins, and Filices. Tlie water, also, is 
beautiful, being covered with red, blue, and white 
Nymphjeas. Utility seems to liave been more at¬ 
tended to than science. Thousands of plants of 
the Teak tree, the Loquot, tlie grafted Mango, and 
other valuable fruit and timber trees, have from 
this place been disseminated over our Oriental ter¬ 
ritories; and at present it is a complete centre, 
where the productions of every climate are assem¬ 
bled, to he diatribiitcd to every spot where they 
have any chance of being beneficial. Tire nutmeg 
was in considerable perfection; but the Mangus- 
teen, tliougli otYen brought, has never survived its 
ti’aus])lantatiou oue year. The chief novelties are 
from Napaul and Chittagong. Most of the VV'est 
India plants are making their wav here, and will 
probably tlirive well. It is by far too hot for Eu¬ 
ropean vegetables, and of course mauy even of our 
pot herbs are lu the list of their desiderata. 

In conseriuence of a general Invitation, I pro¬ 
ceeded to Barrack pore, Lord Wellesley’s country 
residence; Mr. Graliam and Mr. Salt accompa¬ 
nied me. arrived before breakfast, and I 

found his Excellency just returned from his ride, 
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The situation of the house i$ nnich more pleasing 
than any thing I have yet seen. It is considerably 
elevated above the Hoogly River, on a very ex¬ 
tended reach of which it stands: directly oppo¬ 
site is the Danish settlement of Seratnpore: on the 
sides are pagodas, villages, and groves of lofty 
trees. Tlie water itself is much clearer than at 
Calcutta, and covered witlr the state barges and 
cutters of the Governor-General. These, painted 
green and ornamented with gold, contrasted with 
the scarlet dresses of the rowers, were a great ad¬ 
dition to the scene. The park is laid out in the 
Ruglish style; and the house, at present unfipished, 
is well adapted to the climate, having a beautiful 
verandah on every side, and the rooms being on a 
very ample scale. Several of the bmigaloiFS* be¬ 
longing to the lines have been taken into the 
Iiark, and are fitted up for the reception of the 
Secretaries, Aides-de-camp, and visitors. His 
Exceljeucy had ordered one to be prepared for me, 
of which I immediately took possession. At din¬ 
ner, I had the pleasure of several hours conversa¬ 
tion with him respecting India, and the several 
important additions which he had made to that 
part of our empire. It waa with great regret that 
I felt myself obliged to return tlie same evening 
to Calcutta; but the hot weather u’as most rapidly 
approaching, and, as a new comer, 1 was fearful of 
exposing myself too much to it during a jouniey 
of eight hundred miles. At his ExceUency's re- 
Quest, I left Mr. Salt behind me to take views of 
die place;^and 3fter dinner embarked, accompanied 
by Mr, Cirahani, in a state barge. It is about 
ourtecu miles by land or water from Barrackpore 
to Calcutta. ^ 

On the l&tb Mr. Salt returaed, much gratified 

* BuDgiU^ws, houKCfl, 
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by visit) B 3 be bflcl uct only beeti treated wilb 
an attention highly flattering to ayoung man, from 
a pcison of Lord Wdlesley^s elevated rank, and 
acknowledged talents^ but had also received the 
warmest apylause from his Excellency and others, 
for the rapidity and fidelity with which he sketched, 
the scenes from the river, whither he had accom- 
yanied them the day after my departure. As 
since his return he had nearly finished a drawing 
in water-colours of tlie house and ground^s, I carried 
it witli me, together witii some views of'the Cape, 
on going this evening to Oarrackpore to take my 
final leave of his Excellency. After dinner I had a 
long private audience, and quilteil his Excellency, 
most deeply impressed with a sense of his past kind¬ 
ness and his future good intentions towards me. 
No mean suspicions ot my motives for visiting 
country were harlioured, but-a manly, open, and 
generous assistance was afiorded me in the acqui¬ 
sition of every political iniormatiou,. We return¬ 
ed at night, and finally arranged every thing for 
my departureon thefoUowing morning, llirougn 
my friend Mr. Graham, i purchased three palan¬ 
quins to proceed by dawk, with Mr. Salt, and my 
English servant; my luggage went chiefly by the 
Ganges in a small boat, escorted by ftvo seapoys, 
and under the care of two of my native sen'anft. 
Wc prepared to take witli us, in six bangys*, suifij 
cient changes of linen till others should arrive, which 
from the lowness of the water, would probably not 
be for some months, as tlie Coastmbuxar river was 
closed, and tliey were obliged to proceed by the 

Sunderbunds. . ^ c- ^ 

My indefatigable and intelligent friend iMr. 
Graham determined to accompany me as fur as 

• B^slielscr vicker-werk cove«d with paintud cloth, cBirud 
hy a man, suspended by a ciuit mtom his ihouldcn. 
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tcrs of the wliolo countrj', and have a right to pro¬ 
hibit onr subjects from trading with them. Tlic 
surrender, therefore, of these settlements to France 
and Holland, seemed a very useless gitl. 

At a short distance trom Cliinsura we left our 
boats, as the tide iiad made a^tnst usj and with 
only two dandys, moving against it was imprac¬ 
ticable. e arrived at Mr, Brook's hospitable 
mansion, where we dined and slept. The house 
is %'ery pleasantly situated on a bend of the river, 
and commands a very beautiful prospect. I had 
here to take leave of my excellent friend, Mr. 
Graham, from whom, during my stay, 1 had re¬ 
ceived every mark of hospitality and kindness, 
and who liar! arranged every tiling for my com¬ 
fort during the long journey which I wm now 
about to undertake. Tiiere were two roads by 
which I might have proceeded for Benares. One 
new, carried over the mountainous and wild part 
ot Bahar, but two hundred miles nearer than the 
old, which led tlirough the populous* cities of 
Bengal. If 1 had taken the former, I must have 
proceeded day and niglit, halting only three times j 
on the latter road, I had nearly every day a place. 
wliere I could rest during the licat, and I should 
be able to see many of the most celebrated cities 
of the 1 lie old wSrS therefore preferred, 

as health was infinitely more important than 
either time or expence, Bearers for our palanquins 
had been ordered at tlie difl'erent towns, to be 
placed at stages about ten miles from each other, 
so that we Imd every reason to hope we should 
proceed witliout difficulty from one residence to 
another, intending to travel always during the 
nig t and halt in the day, aa the sceuery in Ben^E 
is uninteresting from the uniform flatness of the 
country, kor each palanquin were required eight 
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bearers, which formed a complete change; we had 
also three mussal or link boys, and three men to 
carry our luggage- A palantjuio is too well 
known to need particular description. Ours were 
fitted up with Venetian blinds, and pillows for 
sleeping, and were long enough to allow of our 
lying in them at full length. Not one ot the party 
could speak a word ot the language: I think, 
tlierefore, we were bold at least in venturing to 
set forward on a jouiney of SOU miles without an 
interpreter. At half after seven in the crening, 
having taken leave of our friends, we partly un- 
dresstxl ourselves, and well wrapped up in bedgowns 
went to bed Iq our palanquins, and proceeded on 
our journey. The motion, though incessant, was 
by no ii^cans 1 sooii composed myself to 

rest, but was awakened by my bearers at the first 
changing place asking for buxys, or presents; 1 
gave them, as is now pretty customary, a rupee 
for each palamiuin: and fmdiDg myself cold, 
though every window was shut, added a shawl to 
my covering. I was soon so perfectly reconcded 
to my lodging, that nothing but the appbcatioa 

for biixys awakened me. , , , 

I fouml myself, early on Feb, SS, on the banks 
of the Cossinibuzar river, about eight miles from 
its junctioD with the Jellingliy. It was here but 
a very trifling stream, though the great height ot 
the banks showed how different must be Its state 
in the rainy season, 1 quitted my palanquin and 
walked, for a short distance to refresh myself '^'du 
the morning air, which was pleasfmtly cool, ana 
even chill. At Ahgadeep, where we had to change 
our bearers, 1 tonmi a tent and refreshment, which, 
had been sent forward by the Nawaub of Bengal 
from Moorshedabad: as, however, I was impatient 
to arrive at Mr. Tarlby’s at Burbampore by dinner 
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time, T woultl not wait, but taking sonic fruit 
into my palanquin, breakfasted ns we proceeded. 
The country 1 now passed tlirough convinced me 
that I had lost little by I lie darkness of the niglit; 
it was perfectly Hat; some part covered with 
European grain nearly ripe, and the rest a barren 
waste where paddy ♦ itad been cultivated, Wango 
topes t were in great abundance; yet though the 
perfume from their blossoms scented the air around, 
the formality of the square in which tliey were 
uniformly planted, prevented them from "adding 
to the beauty of the scene. It is howei er a inao-- 
nificent tree, in habit much resembling tlie Spanish 
chesuut, and fnlly equal in size to any specimen 
I ever saw of that tree; occasionally ’a I^mbax 
ceiba, now covped with its large scarlet blossoms, 
struck IIS by its singularity: no forest tree of 
Europe jirodiices such a mass*of vegetable splendor. 
My next changing-place was at tlie magnificent 
tope of Plassey, a place celebrated in history for 
the victory obtained by Lord Clive, witli three 
thousand men, of whom nine hundred only were 
Europeans, over Su rajah Dowlah’s army, nearly 
70,000 strong. From that period we may be con¬ 
sidered as masters of Bengal, and to that \dctory 
we in fact owe the \ast empire we now possess. 
By what right we concluded a treaty with a traitor 
to depose his sovereign, and actuativ elFccted our 
puriwsc, IS not now to be determined ; and those 
who might have felt repugnance at executingsuch 
a business, will still rejoice at the prospentv which 
it acquir^ and secured to their country. But not 
only to England has it been fbrtuiiale; the origi¬ 
nal iniiubitatitSj the Hindoos, oppressed by tlie ex¬ 
tortion, and massacred by the ambitious wars of 

Ric# in tbt Lutk is g<j called, f Regularly plimicd grovt;. 
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Uieir ilaliomelait conquerors, liave equal reason to 
rejoice. l or now nearly halJ' a century, they have 
eiijoveil a security in their projjerties and persons 
unknown in any other part of Asia; and what is 
almost as great a blessing, the horrors of war 
have been far removcrl Irani their peaceable 

The heat in the middle of the day was unplea¬ 
sant, and my bearers suffered fioni it. They not 
only went slowly, but fell several times. The 
Je <'3 of niy servant’s palanquin were completely 
broken, ntid mine were damaged. I had howeier 
no power of chiding, and consequently bridled my 
an^er, though I saw with vexation the sun de¬ 
clining without having made much way. As 
darkness came on, I gave myself up to sleep, and 
it was absolutely midnight before I arrived at Lapt. 
Parlby’s house at Burhampore, althoughonly thirty- 
six miles from the river, which 1 had passed at six 

in the morning. , . . , 

The British who, from ofhcial or commercial 
concerns, are attached to the great cities or India, 
have generally fixed on a spot at a little distance, 
where they have constructed modern residences, 
free from the stench and confinement of Asiatic 
narrow streets. Burhampore is one of the six great 
military stations in these provinces. Tlie cantrm- 
mentsarea fine range of buihlings, on one side of a 
krreopcnlavvii, around wlilcli are situated ine liouses 
of different Europeans, It is ilis tan t five nil es from 
Moorshetkbad^ usually called the City- 1”^ 
residenca of the present Nawaub of Eetigalj 
ool hfoolk, and also of the celebrated Muimy Legimi, 
widow of JafRer AU Khan, so well known m Eu¬ 
rope by the rhetoric of Mr, Burke. She is 
sively rich, and still retains her intellects m full vi- 
goiirShougli, beyond all doubt, of a very consi- 
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durable age. A history of her life would include 
all the most important transactions of Bengal, and 
almost all the vicissitudes that can happen to an 
individualj even in Asia. She has seen her hus¬ 
band raised to the niusnud * by the assistance of 
the Britislij afterwards deposeri by llieni, and 
obliged to seek refuge in Calcutta; again restored, 
and dying in possession of the country; her son 
reduced to be a pensioner on the same Power, 
which seized the empire for itself. She, however, 
has still the rank and property of a princess ; and 
by the strength of her mind, and her influence in 
Calcutta, preseri'es the absolute controul over her 
whole family. 'The allowance to them woiiUl be 
amply sufficient for their maintenance with a pro¬ 
per degree of dignity, were it not for the prodi¬ 
gious iocrease of their ntmnbers, and the improvi¬ 
dence that seems to be inherent in theMahomedaii 
ebaraster. If they continue to multiply, as they 
have done, several branches must be reduced to ab¬ 
solute poverty* unless a succession of Eegums should 
save them. I really consider these old ladies as 
very usefhl apjiendages to a family; they operate 
as a kind of sinking fund; for always having con¬ 
siderable allowances either by jaghire or pension, 
which it is impossible for them to spend, they save 
vwy large sums, which at their deaths go to main¬ 
tain the younger branches, or to pay the debts of 
the family. 

It was my intention to have paid a visit to the 
old lady, and I accordingly wrote to Mr. Becber, 
who, during tile absence of Mr. Pattel, svas his 
rq>Tesentative at the durbarf, requesting that he 
would make arrangements to enable me to [>ay my 

* .Muuukaiui Uirooe. 

t Durbar ig the place wberc the iDverei^ii acluMlIy is, attcl tuj* 
■wm to the Lavish won!, court. 
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respects to her, and the Nawauh, on the uiorning 
of the S4th. To this we received for answer, that 
the Nawaub was out of town, and conseqaently 
that it was, at so short a notice, impracticable. 
My arrangements had been made for quitting 
Burhampore oixthe evening of that day} not only 
had tlic dawk been laid, but geatlemen rcsuient 
at the difFerent places bad received notice of the 
day 1 should arrive; conseciuently, I felt it impossi¬ 
ble to put oft’ my departure, in order to visit the 
Nawaub on a future day; I therefoie determined 
to make my excuses to his Highness, and 4o pay 
my respects on my return. This I requestedj by 
letter, Mr. Bccher would do. In the middle of 
the night we were surprised by a message trom this 
gentleman, informing ns that he bad been com¬ 
pletely mistaken, for that his Highness was lU 
tovvn^ and expectctl the pleasure of my company 
the next momtng. However aurprised, 1 would 
willingly havegonCi had it been in my power; but 
we bad no carriage^ and it was too late to procure 
bearers, I was therefore con>pellcd to keep to 
my former purpose, anil requcstol him to make my 
apologies. By some strange neglect this was not 
communicated to the Nawaub till so late, that lie 
sent off twice, to know wliether 1 did not mean 
to come. Mr. Parlby fully explained the c^e, 
and that the fault was not mine. In the evemng 
1 received presents of fruit froni the Begum and 
Nawaub. A large party of the officers and gen¬ 
tlemen of the vicinity liad been Inv^ited by Capt. 
Parlby to meet me this day(^tb}- During ^1^5^ 
we had a choma of jackals around the bouse. rhiSj 
and the fox, are the only wild animals left in the 
island of Cossimbuzarr formerly it was very full 
of tigers and leopards, but the increase of popular 
tion, and the rewards paid by the Company, 
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here completely exterminated them/ and much 
thidned tnem in other parts. Ten rupees arc 
paid for the head of a full grown tiger, and five 
for a leopard, or tiger’s cub. Tlie premiums have 
already amounted to upwards of a lack and a half 
of rupees, and must he considered as money ex¬ 
tremely well employed. 

At half past ten at night, I proceeded on my 
journey. We found it difficult to procure bearers 
sufficient for the three palanijuins; Hr. Salt was 
therefore left to follow the next day, by taking up 
oue which remained on the road for that pur¬ 
pose. The l>carers were so good, that 1 fell asleep 
before my arrival at h'loorshedebad; 1 felt the less 
regret, as it is tolerable only by the side of the 
river, and indeed no where of any great beauty. 
The government was removed thither from Dacca 
by Jaffier Khan in 1757, when be chose to watch 
the English; and since that time the Kawaubs 
have never had sufficient tranquil prosperity to 
embellish their residence. 1 awoke vdth the 
earliest dawn, and examined the country as I pro¬ 
ceeded. My road lay still in the Cossimbuzar 
island, which is perfeewyflat, and one bed of sand. 
The annual overflow of the river leaves a deposit 
of mud, which, like that of the Nile, gives rich¬ 
ness to this otherwise barren territory, t observed 
very excellent crops of wheat and barley, and oc¬ 
casionally plantations of indigo. The paddy fields 
were now bare, and gave a very disagreeable effect 
to the scene. The mango topes and palm-trees 
were observed as usual, but the cocoa-nut was 
scarce, and seemed to bear but little fruit. Tlie 
villages were composed of miserable mud cottages, 
but they rapidly succeeded each other, and the 
number of inhabitants gave me a high idea of the 
general population of the country. 
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At lialf past eight the next morning I arrived at 
Mr. Atkinson’s,at Jungepore, where I found break¬ 
fast prepared for me. My host, a pleasing and in- 
teUigent man, never heard of more than one tiger 
on the island, and now and tljeu a leopard, 'ilie 
buffaloes arc quite destroyed; a few antelopes, 
hog-cle'erj and spotted deer reniaiti* The birds lie 
re Resents as various and beaali^l. This place 
is the greatest station for manufacturing silk in 
possession of the India company, although nomi¬ 
nally, Cossimbuzar lakes the lead: the others are 
Maldali, Bauleah, Commercolly, Radnagore, and 
Rungpore. The first attempt at establishing a 
silk manufactory was at Budge-budge, whicJi did 
not 3 uccc?cd. The buildings here were erected lu 
the year 1773. They employ about three thou¬ 
sand people i six hundred tumaces have each a 
man, who spins the silk from the coccoon, and a 
boy who turns the wheels the latter in time suc¬ 
ceeds the former as vacancies occur. The wage» 
arC| for spinners* four rupees and a half per moDth, 
and three rupees for the boys^ Ihe supetinteii' 
dants have five rupees, and get a few anas out of 
the wages of the workmen under them. The rest 
of the three thousand ate wood-cutters, watermen* 
&c. whose wages vaiy . They use the Italian me¬ 
thod of spinning* which was introduced about 
forty years ago* by some natives of that countrj'^ 
sent over by the Company for the purpose* The 
silk is twisted,which was not the case in the na¬ 
tive manufactures* The untwisted”is worth less 
than the Italian, by two rupees a 
India Company manufacture none of this, but pur¬ 
chase a consiilcrable quantity to send home. It is 
used for articles where silk is mixed with cotton, 
with which it blends better from its flatness, 
* About two (lOiiiidf. 
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They have three kttitls of silk-worm in the coun¬ 
try ; first, the annual, which came from Tippera, 
and is by far the largest and best, but gives only 
one crop j second, the one commonly reared, which 
is supposeri to indigenous, and is called the 
Dacey; this produces eight liarvests; the third, 
and worst is, the China or Madrassy, which also 
yields eight times a year. These kinds are bred 
by the W’omen an<l children. The worms are pri- 
v^ate property, and the coccoons are purchased by 
the India Oompany* Tlie nnilberry tree is the 
oriental; dwarfish, and the leaves but indifterent, 
to wiiich is attributed a degeneracy in the breeds 
which have been introduced from foreign coun¬ 
tries. The China mulberry has been tried, but 
it did not succeed from the diyness of the soil. 
Three different kinds of silk arc prepared: the 
first, is made from the annual coccoon; the second, 
from the Daecy and Madrassy, and consists of 
from twelve to fourteen threads; the third, also 
from the Dacey and Madrassy, and consists'of 
sixteen, eighteen, twenty, and as many as twenty^ 
four threads. The quantity sent home has lately, 
from llie cmbaTraasments of the Company, been 
but small; it might be increased to any amount. 
The last investment of spun silk, stood the Com¬ 
pany ill ten rupees four anas, per seer, commission 
and cvcr>' thing included: there are numerous 
otlier stations where the natives cultivate the silk- 
tvorm, and have adopted the Italian metiiod of 
spinning; the Company purchase none of this 
sdk. During the heat of tlie day I walked over 
the whole of the raanufactoiy; it is a very large 
edifice, and occupies three sides of a square. On 
the ground floor are the coppers where the cog- 
coons are steeped to loosen the silk, and where it 
is whund off; above are warehouses. Tlie people 
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looked healthy, and I undetstand It is by no means 
a deleterious eniploymcut, and certaiuly iu many 
respects is advantageous, as very young children 
can be employed^ and the eight crops of the 
common coccoou enable them to earn sufficient to 
maintain them the whole year- 

At six in the evening I proceeded on my jour¬ 
ney, wisl 3 ing to cross the river beiore it beeame 
dark- In this I succeeded, although my bearers 
were remarkably bad^ and threw me down no less 
than three times. 

Early in the morning when I awoke, Raj am aha J 
was in sight, situated on the bank of the CangeSj 
which I here beheld for the first time; though at 
its lowest ebb, it was still a noble river. Tlie 
town is On the elevated bank, and now consists ot 
only a street of mud cottages. Previously to 
16SR_ it was the residetice of Sultan Suja, who go¬ 
verned the province of Bengal; but a terrible fire 
burnt the palace to the ground ; and the 
the same year carried away nearly the whole or 
the town. No vestiges, even, of its ancient mag¬ 
nificence remain, ""fhe country was hero more 
pleasing than usual. On the right was the 
Ganges ; on the left some motlerate hills covered 
with juDgICJtj over wli'ich the Borassus flabcllitbrmis 
and the Phoenix tiaclylifora raised their lieada 

E roudly pre-eminent, and the tombax ceiha and 
111 tea fiondosa protriided their scarlet bloom, 
without a leaf to conceal ih In front were the 
mountains, to me a most en^ging sight, after the 
level liorizon which hat! for so many months 
wearied ray eyes, I-or four hours I travelled over 
the plain, between the hills arai tlie river. It was 
almost entirely covered with wheat and barley, 
excepting where the mango topes, planfod in re¬ 
gular squares, perfumed the air with their bloom, 
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and afforded a shade to the people tending their 
fields. About twelve 1 arrived at Siceliguliy, 
having for the last hour travelled through a coni- 
plcle jungle, where the Butea frondosa predomi¬ 
nated. This is one of the villages formed in the 
wilds, by the wisdom of governinent, in granting 
lands to the sepoy invalids, on condition of tlveir 
residence and cultivation. Fortunately for me, 
Captain Wilton was there at the time, being on 
his tour to visit the different stations i he received 
me politely at a bungelow erected on an eminence 
close to the river. The spot is mwt beautiful : 
the river here makes a rapiu turn to the S. E. after 
having for three hundred miles been obliged to 
run nearly east, and gives an extensive view both 
upwards and downwards. The bank is well 
wooded, and the blue mountains at a distance 
serve to complete the landscape; a small hill is 
close to the mansion, and on tne summit are the 
mins of a Mahomedan burying-place. From this 
point Mr. Salt has taken one of his larger views. 

'This was the last halt I was to make in the pro¬ 
vince of Bengal: a few miles further the province 
of Bahar commences. The roads hitherto have 
been very indifferent; in many places not suffi¬ 
ciently wide to let my palanquin pass without dif* 
ficulty, and in most parts the inequality of surface 
was such as to render the motion unpleasant, and 
to cause a considerable delay. This in a great 
flegree is owing to the force of the torrents during 
\ the rains, which tear up all the bridges, and carry 
1 devastation through the country : a large allow- 
\ ante Is made to the Zemindar, for lire re-erection of 
I the bridges (made of wood covered with reeds), 
^ and the repair of the roads j but as no one is ap¬ 
pointed to see them properly execnled, he gene¬ 
rally pockets the money, and most of the high- 
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ways remain impassable. During the full power 
of the house of Timour, magniticent causeways 
were made from one end of their dommions ^ the 
othcr^ and trees planted on the sides to shelter 
travellers from the sun; a most useful plan, m a 
country where men are the chief instruments of 
conveyance. Surely we ought to follow so gw 
an example now that we ate in tranquil possession 
of the same empire- Cut alas! its sovereigns are 
too apt to confine their views to a largje invest- 
mentTand an increase of dividend, and have usually 
opposed every plan for the improvement or the 
country, which has been brought forsvard by the 
different Governors General. Bungelows for the 
accommodation of travellers have been erected a 
proper distances, but as they are constructed only 
of mud and thatch, the neglect ot two or three 
years would totally ruin them, I have the satis¬ 
faction of knowing that an order has been recently 
obtained for their repair and preservation. 

Tlic bearers were in general very bad, a circum¬ 
stance wbicb I much regretted this last stage, as 
it delayed me so long as to prevent my visiting a 
very fine cascade in the neighbourh^ of Sice- 
liffully. At six in the evening 1 again departed, 
and about eleven arrived at the celebrated pass m 
the niounUins of TerriaguUy. As 1 walked up 
the hill by a narrow winding road, I passed lac 
ruined gateway and fort^ and for the first time 
gretted that the beat of the weather precluded 
my travelling in the day. The sides ot tlie road 
were covered with jungle. I understood that 
tigers were not uncommon, and that sometimes, 
tlKiugh rarely, a wild elephant passed the river, 
and committed his ravages in the vicinity, 1 
however met with neither. 

In the morning I found the beautiful scenerj’ of 
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tlie niglit had given place to the usual plain, co¬ 
vered with European grain and mango topes. The 
hills however were visible at a distance. 1 found 
by the mile stones that I was eighteen miles from 
Bhaugulpore; these are however not always to 
be depended on, from tlie alteration of the road, 
occasionally rendered necessary by the deep gullies 
worn by the torrents in the old one, 1 here be¬ 
held hundreds of nests of the Loxla, or Indian 
Baga, so well described in the second volume of 
the Asiatic Researches, which had built their se¬ 
cure abodes on a tamarind tree overhanging a 
tank, and kept up an incessant chirping. About 
four miles farther 1 Brst met with the convicts 
■working on the public road. Tins was here formed 
on a very noble scale, nearly forty feet wide, ele- 
r-ated considerably where necessary to preserve a 
perfect level, and to prevent its being overflowed 
during the rains. Vej^’ good stone arches were 
erected at proper distances to enable the torrent 
to pass, U ran in a straight line, and put me 
much in mind of the works of the Homans. I 
hope trees will be planted on each side; vege¬ 
tation is here so rapid that they will soon form 
a delightful shade. It is a most excellent way 
of employing the convicts; and as they are per¬ 
mitted to have their families witli them during 
tlie day, cannot be considered as oppressive. At 
night the women and children live in huts built 
near the prisons. 

At Go^nullah, one stage from Bhaugulpore, 1 
was met ojf Major Shaw’s'llircarrali, with an invi¬ 
tation to his house. I had been recommended to 
him by Mr, Graham, The country was rather 
undulated the rest of the way, and the multitude 
of mosques as 1 approached the town had a pleas¬ 
ing efi'ect, which was much increased by the pen- 
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sile foliage of the umaTjnd tree, planted con¬ 
stantly cbse to them, and the lofty palms that 
overtop them. I passed severaU.ngular bmldmga 
of Major Hutchinson’s, svho had the first arrange¬ 
ment of the invalid villages, and who at every 
place erected an habitation oi unknown orders of 
[rchiteclure. which cannot be admired either for 
beauty or convenience. We are, liowevcr, in* 
debted to liiin for the bungeSows before men¬ 
tioned; peace, therefore, to nis ashes! About a 
mile from the town I passed a monument, re¬ 
sembling a pagoda, erected to the memory of Mr. 
Cleveland, by the Aumlah and Zeminoata ot the 
JuB^rletcrry of Rajahmahal, who, l^fore his time, 
were a race of savages, and whom, by conci baton’ 
means, he induced to place themselves under the 
protection of the Britlsli Government. I arrived 
at Major Shaw's about ten o’clock. I he day 
not hot, we were therefore induced early in the 
evening to take a drive lound the environs. Ine 
seat of the Resident is very pleasantly situated on 

amount, partly artificial, commanding a view or 
most park-like grounds, and the blue mountains 
at a distance. In the front is a monument of 
marble, erected by order of the Govemor-Gene^l 
and Council to the memory ot the same Mr. 
Cleveland. Indeed his memory ought to be pre¬ 
served ; I shall therefore transcribe the inscrip- 
tion: 


To lilt of Augiwtua Clevtburf. Eaq* 

Late Collector of th« Districti of Bhaugiil|ior5 RaiafnaliflJ, 
Wbo wilhout bUwlEhfiiL or liie tenor of dulboruy^ 
EiEjployinfi only tbe nnsHUa of conciliatioLV coiinctence, and 
btifitvoknce^ 

AltempUd and oficorapVisbed, 

The entire mHjection of die lawless and aavage inJiftbiUBto of the 
J uDftle terry (t£ lUjiunahal, 
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Wbobad kug iht neigLbouriag lauds by iLeir |tr«dtttory 

lucurtioAs, 

Inspinpd thtcn with a taist« for the arte of ck'ilked life. 

And attached tlem to the Brjtiib Govemuaeot, by a conquest ocer 
their minds ; 

The most permanent as the most ratltmal domiDien. 

The GoTeruV'GeDera] and Council of Bengal, 

Id honour of his Cbaructer, and for an E^iatnple to others, 
Have ottered this Monument to he erected. 

He departed this life ou the i3th day of January, 17S4, aged 29 - 

Major Shaw commands the corps of the Hill 
natives, now in our service; it amounts at present 
to about three hundred, and he speaks of their 
conduct with the highest approbation. Of their 
singular manners and religious opinions, he has 
given a most excellent account in the fourth vo¬ 
lume of the Asiatic llesearches. Hodges has 
drawn the banyan tree at the entrance of the town, 
which is indeed a noble one? but he has intro¬ 
duced water into hia view, which in nature does 
not exist. 1 am sorry to observe that 1 more and 
more perceive, that no dependence is to be placed 
on his accuracy. A very considerable majority of 
the inhabitants are Mahomedans, and a college of 
tliat religion still exists. It Is in great decay, 
from the mismanagement of its funds. I was 
much pleased with the sight of two very singular 
round towers about a mile N. W, of the town. 
They much resemble those buildings in Ireland, 
which have hitherto puzisled the antiquaries of the 
sister kingdoms, excepting that tliey are more 
ornamented. It is singular tliat there is no tra¬ 
dition concerning them, nor are they held in any 
respect by the Hindoos of this country. The 
^jah of Jyenagur considers them as holy, and 
has erecte<l^ a small building to shelter llie great 
number of his subjects, \sdio annually come to 
worship here. 1 have given an engraving of them, 
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as 1 think thetn curious. The vegeUMe produ^ 
tions are here the same as I have observed the 

Xk way from Calcutta. I never yet travelled 

so far, (atiut two hundred 

great change in this respect; yet h therto. 
eXWe herbaceous plants that grow wild ha\e 
been the same, chiefly Asdepias grandiflora and 
ferok, Tlie Bixa ordlana is m great 

abundance In the plantations 

llemcn. Tlie Chiuese fruits, Loquot and Lochi, 

were in great luxuriance, but not ripe. 

At Mfeura 1 found that, owing to 
there were no hearers placed as a relay. 
ones very good humourcdly undertook to carry 

twenty miles, with my w^ght, and a loadea 
oalanriuin was no trifle. The race of men has 
visibly improved since I left Bengal ; they are 
;Snd Ttouter, but have the -U o dl 
made knees, and little or no 
This is probably owing to Uieir met od of cmucn 
iii<» begun when infonts, while the limbs are 
plfable^ At Sophiabad there were only eight 
Larets for the two palanquins; but bern| no more 
than two miles and a half fmm .. T g > j > 
contrived to take me on, '„ne 

the morning at the house of Captain D Au^ergne, 

Xri .x?eri.n«d » v«y 

,ml dip^ ditch, and is H'?"/';'7 S"m Si 
able antiquity. A grant of land dated . 

wa? found in clearing a well, and is descried 
Fn the first volume of the Asiatic Uesearch^. 
The year in which it was executed is not cleai y 
icertained, but by all it is admiUcd to be nearly 
S«val with the Christian aera. It is most teau- 
tifully situated on a bend^of tlie Ganges, whic , 
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in the rainy se<'i 5 on, forms a prodigious sea of 
fresh water, boimdcil by the Carrackpore mouii* 
tains. It was the diiet residence of Soltau Snja 
during his government of the province of f 3 cnga]* 
At the time that he, as weJj as his brothers Au- 
rungzebc and Morad Buksli, were in rebellion 
against their father Shaw Jelmn, he fortified it as 
well as he could. It however soon fell into the 
hands of his enemies, and he was driven into 
Aracan to experience a series of misfortunes, 
which the hisloiy of other branches of liis own 
family, alone can ecjiia]. It was afterwards the 
residence of Cossim Ali Klian, when he thought 
^ throwing off all dependence on the Jinglish. 
He added considerably to the strength of tlie for* 
tificatioDs, and endeavoured to discipline the na- 
tives to defend it. In this he failed; and it was 
taken by the British, after a siege of nine days, 
III the year 1763 . Since that period, it has re^ 
inaincd in our possession, and as a frontier town Is 
become a place of considerable importance, and a 
depot of arms and am m unit ion. It is too exten- 
sivein its present state (being above two miles 
louiid) for defence, as an arniy suflicleat to ear- 
rison It would always be able to keep the field. 
lx>rd Lomwallis built here some very excellent 
storehouses, and liad planned to fortify the rising 
ground on which the old palace stands, and level 
the rest The lull on which the CloverDOr’s house 
IS situated, would have given some trouble to the 
workmen, as it is a solid rock; but it commands 
tf.e other position, and must therefore have been 
reduced. It was too small in circumference to 
be chosen itself for a fort. Tlie obtaining of tlic 
ceded provinces from the Nawaub of Oude has 

Alahabati is now 

chosen in its stead as a frontier depot* 
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The pmtmdvDg ^oiut of the rock, ^Yhlch braves 
the wliole force of the river, is considered as a 
sacred bathing place by the Hindoos, At tlie full 
of the moon of the months Cartic and Maug, 
they proceed on a ptlgritnage to the liot well of 
Sitacoon, so named from Setah, the favourite wife 
of Ram, and having there performed their ablu¬ 
tions, tirey visit the rock of Monghyr, and purify 
themselves in the Ganges. The crowds at these 
seasons are prodigious ; probably the intention of 
collecting tribute from the pilgrims first gave rise 
to the fort. There is a tolembl)* handsome Hindoo 
temple, directly above the bathing place,_ It had 
five arched entrances, facing each of which were 
richly carved niches, meint to contain idols. 
Sultan Suja removed them, and converted the 
building into a mosque. It is how the residence 
of some invalid soldiers. The walls at present 
contain lines for five companica of sepoy invalids, 
a house belonging to the Governor-Gcnerai, but 
in which he permits the commandant of the gar¬ 
rison to resiQC, several houses belonging to the 
officers tiuartered there, a village, and the ruins of 
the palace of Sultan Suja. The rest of the space 
is occupied by gardens, tanks, and plantations. 
Wiien you have once passed the gateways, there 
is notliiug to inform you that you are in a fort. 
A major general has hitherto commanded the gar¬ 
rison, but it is now given to Colonel Palmer, who 
had not arrived there when 1 left it. The view 
from his habitation is uncommonly fine, taking 
in the river, mountains, and intemitdiate plains 
richly cultivated. I prefer it to any thing I 
have yet seen in India. Tlie house, of wduch 
Mr. Salt has taken a drawing, is excelleut, 

Tlie remains of the palace are considerable, and 


IIONGIITR. 


6i 

would have been much more soj had not every 
oncj^ who wanted materials for new habftation^r 
plundered the bricks and wood without mercy. 
Even Government itself set the example, when 
they built the storehouses and modem palace. 
A person of taste would have restored the old 
oocj which could then have been done ala much 
less expence, would have been more convenient, 
and, in my opinion, more pleasingly situated, al¬ 
though without so extensive a view. The largest 
range of buildings is on the edge of the ram¬ 
part, and overhangs the river. (Jn the right is 
the sacred point of the rock, on which grow 
three of the finest tamarind trees 1 ever beheld, 
A small mosque is at present the most beautiful 
edifice remaining. It is built of the black stone 
of the country, which takes a high polish, with 
white marble tablets, in which are verses from 
the Koran inlaid in black stone. The inside is 
built of the same materials, several feet from tbe 
ground: tlie floor is mosaic, in square compart¬ 
ments. The baths are also in tolerable preserva* 
tion, as is the Devan Khanah, or liall of audience. 
The different courts are still enclosed, and the 
whole of the Zenana may be traced in the ruins 
not made by time, but by the hand of man! 
The whole appears to have been of tolerable ar¬ 
chitecture, and, considering the beauty of the 
situation, was altogether worthy of being the 
residence of a sovereign prince. Near the pa¬ 
lace is a veo- large well, to which you descend 
by a long and wide flight of steps: it is never dry, 
and IS supposed to have a subterranean commu- 
nication with the river. This Is cailc<l the sing¬ 
ing well; and the natives firmly believe, that 
evciy seven years is heard, at the bottom, the 
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soutid of Singing and music, suc^ as was pro¬ 
duced by tlic aautch ^irls* in the neighbouring 
Zenana. They say that when Sultan Suja was 
obliged to fly to ^jainahah be put to death all 
his women whom he could not take with him, by 
immuring some in the walls of the well, and by 
throwing the others into it. 1 enquired why these 
unfortunate females limited their rejoicing to 
once in seven years,* hut could obtain no satisfac¬ 
tory answer. Hodges lias published a view of 
the gateway, which oas no resemblance to it, nei¬ 
ther was it worth drawing; for though the 
walls, and consequently the gateway, are very 
lofty* yet the ardutectuTe-haB nothing stugularly 
beautituh 

The nexLday atPananea I met Mr. Robert Gra- 
hams hircarrah with cold provisions. The day 
was tolerably pleasant, owiog^to a iiorth-vvester,t 
which had cooled the air. The country through 
the whole day was singularly unsightly. The 
villages w'ere numerous; the Ganges, with its 
sandy islands, and its opposite shore, hardly visi 
ble, was close at our right, I went early to 
sleep, and at Ove in the morning found myself 
at Mr. Robert Graliara's at Baukepore, six miles 
beyond Patna. 

Bankepore is the English residence belonging 
to Patna, and the seat of tlve manufactory. It is 
situated on the high bank of the Ganges, which 
is here five miles wide in the rainy season, but at 
present the major part of its bed is a sand island, 

• The daniflng wid $in^Qg gjrlt of [udia, of which every 
man of high rank has a ftrivule set. There are others irho e.t- 
bibit (or pay at any house. 

t A g&le of wind accomponiod by violent tbuiider, li^htnitig, 
and inin; it is so called io linlia, becaose it always eontes from 
that point of the compass. 
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on which CUtc encawpcd, when he attended Afeer 
Co^sim to Patna, The view is svjfliciently dreary. 
I drove out to view one of the depots, erected by 
the Company to contain rice. It was intended to 
build a sotficient number to preclude all danger of 
famine. It is a building of stone in the shape of 
abee-hlve, with two winding staircases on the out¬ 
side, by which the ascent is made to pour in the 
grain ironi the top. At the bottom is a door to 
take it out. Although twenty one feet thick at 
the bottom, the walls are already giving way; a 
circumstance of very little consequence, as, when 
filled, it does not contain a sufficiency for one 
day's consumption of the neighbouring province. 
It cost laOjhtK) rupees; money completely thrown 
away, as it has never been, and now never can be 
used. ^ This is by no means a rice country, although 
what is produced is excellent: the farther you go 
north in Hindostan proper, the better is the conn- 
tiy. Ibc chief produce is opium, whidi is now 
become a moat important article, not only on ac¬ 
count of the profit which the monopoly brings to 
the East India Company, but also from the great 
demand for this intoxicating drug in China. The 
importation U not permitted by the Chinese Go¬ 
vernment; but the attachment of the people to it 
is so great, that they are obliged to connive at its 
being smuggled into the country. The demand is 
increasing, which is fortunate, as hilherto the 
Chinese have considered the llritish trade, which 
only brought them bullion, an article they did not 
want, as of less importance than the Russian, 
which gave them in exchange for their tea, furs, 
which thej' required tor convenience as well as for 
luxury- They are now dependent on Iiitlia for 
what is ^coming a necessary article. The non¬ 
importation would probably excite a rebellion. 
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Hence also is procured a great quantity of salt¬ 
petre, and a considerable proportion of the cot¬ 
tons sent to England to be tbere printed. The 
country la perfectly flat, and the drives unin¬ 
teresting. 

Rai Rain Sing, Vakeel from the Jeypore Rajah 
to Calcutta, and who was only here by permission 
on account of his bealtb, paid me a \ isit, and ten¬ 
dered a nazar , an offering, ivithout which an infe¬ 
rior never approaches a superior in India, of rupees, 
which I touched, but declmed, 

Mr. Salt, who arrived the next morning, hail 
met with nothing particular, hut liad staid two 
days at Monghyr to take views. He had eveiy 
where been most hospitably received. ■' I went 
with Mr. Ciralmm to view the town of Patna. It 
is one continued street the whole way, and the 
population appears to be very great. Tlie houses 
in general are of mud, and Uiere are few vemains 
that indicate the capital of EaJiar. In a gatcivay 
I observ ed some very black stone most beautifully 
carved, which had probably been taken from an 
andent pagoda. Tiicre ate the remains of a fort, 
and of the firitish factory where the massacre of 
tw'O hundred prisoners was perpetrated by tlje 
adventurer Sommers, called by the natives Soo- 
meroo, then in the service of Meer Cossim, who 
thus revenged himself for the capture of Monghyr. 
A monument, but wltliout an inscription, b erect¬ 
ed to their memory in the European burying 
ground. The city was taken by Major Adams in 
l2£tSf^3jid has since remained in our possession. 
It is generally admitted to be the celebrated an¬ 
cient city of P ali bot h ra. Tlie whole society of 
Bankepore, amounting^lJr eight or nine families, 
this day dined with us. 

As a sufheient number of bearers were not ne^t 
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day to be piocured, Mr. Salt was obliged to remain 
behind. After an early dinner, 1 again set off on 
rtiy journey. I passed several Mahomedan bury- 
ing-groonds, wbtcb with their accompanying trees 
had a pleasing effect, 1 next crossed the three 
squares of the Dynapore canton ments; those for 
the privates seem excellent. Tlie officers’ apart¬ 
ments are now private property, having been sold 
by the Company. Tlie tiiird square seems never 
to have been finished, and is ffilling rapidly to 
decay. At ten o’clock 1 passed the Soane, It is 
still a veiy considerable river, and celebrated for 
the picturesque scenes on its banks, and for its peb¬ 
bles, which consist of a variety of agates, onyxes, 
and imperfect cornelians. 

In addition to the usual produce, I observed the 
Gossypium, or cotton plant, and the Ricinus com¬ 
munis, whose berry yields the castor oil, of which, 
singular as it may appear, the India Company were, 
rill lately, so uninformed, as to send that medicine 
from Europe. The former is small and stunted j 
the latter grows in the greatest possible luxuri¬ 
ance. T^e wheat harvest was now commenced, 
and the whole population of the villages was 
poured out into the fields. TliC men and boys 
were reaping, and the women and children were, 
as in. Europe, gleaning after them. The sickle 
nearly resembles the English; the grain is not 
bound into sheaves, but laid flat, and immediately 
piled in sheaves. 1 now arrived at the nullah,* 
where the celebrated battle was fought, October 
1754, between the British, and the united forces 
of Suja ul Dowlah and Cossim AU Khan, which 
ended in the complete defeat of the latter, although 

* A rivet; tiuity ef tliise, vrbich in tte rainy scuqb run LoW 
the Gao^eetare it other tim(» perfectly dry. 
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they had 50,000 men, and a large train of aitil- 
kry, and the British but 7,000 raen, of whom only 
were Europeans. Their flight was so rapid, 
that they did not stop at Buxar, but liastened to 
a nullah beyond, which, being tlien very fuH. 
thousands were drowned in attempting to pass it. 
This glorious victory not only secured the quiet 
possession of Bengal and Bahar, but ^a^'e us the first 
connection with Oude, which now forma so valua¬ 
ble a part of our possessions. The plunder was 
very great, as they left tlieir tents standing; 
and a hundred and thirty pieces of cannon were 
taken. 

The roads are better on the whole than I found 
them in Bengal; a carriage could be driven along 
them without any difficulty. I arrived at Buxar 
about twelve o’clock, and immediately proceeded 
to the fort, which is a short disUnce beyond 
the town, where I was politely received by Col<^ 
iiel Stafford* 'ITie fort, though of a very inconsi¬ 
derable size, commands the Ganges. It was ori¬ 
ginally Only mud; but on being taken possession 
of by the English, stone bastions were ingeniously 
added, without a proper foundation. Their weight 
has consequently brought them down to the bottom 
of the ditch, 'flie guns are all removed, and its 
only apparent use, as a fort, is to give a good 
salary to a Commandan t, 1 confess I have very 
strong doubts of the policy of destroying these 
smaller places of defence, which might be kept 
iri order at a very trifling cxpence, and would 
also serve as depots for ammunition. There is 
not at present a single fortified place between Cal¬ 
cutta and jUaliabad, a distance of eight hundred 


miles. Li-, 

Every vessel passing up or down the Ganges 

is obliged to come to at this place, and produce 
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her pass; and every traveller hy land does the 
same. The police in these respects is very strict 
and any irre^Iarily wouk) probably send back the 
unfortunate passenger to the place whence he 
came. It is highly expedient that Government 
should watch the motions of even its own ser¬ 
vants, in a country where our dominion is so ex¬ 
tensive, and our actual numbers and power so 
veiy^ disproportioned- No one can visit the upper 
provinces without an express permission. 1 had 
not a regular pass, but my journey had been no¬ 
tified to the commanding officer of every station- 
Letters from General Dcare were waiting my 
arrival, inviting me to his house at Secrole (the 
LngUsli Benares.) 

The bearers were bad, so that by morniog I had 
made but little progress, nor did 1 arrive on the 
hanks of the Ganges till four o’clock in the even¬ 
ing; I am therefore convinced it is farther than is 
supposed, L was highly delighted with the view 
of this seat of tlie Hindoo religion, covering the 
opposite concave bank of the river. The minarets 
were most conspicuous. I passed to a gaut at the 
extremity of the town, and without entering the 
gates, proceeded to Secrole, two miles farther. 

Mr. Neavci the senior judge of circuit and ap¬ 
peal, and agent to his Excellency the Governor- 
General, waited on me the following morning, to 
make an arrangement concerning my visits to the 
princes. He comiiiimicated to me the directions 
he liad recei\ ed, which were most flattering. J 
found from him, that according to the custom of 
India, the stranger should pay the first visit. As 
his Excellency had arratigerl otherwise at Calcutta, 
I conceived myself bound to decline complying 
with it, hut expressed my wish to be introduced 
to the different gentlemen resident here, and I 
would certainly return their visits. 
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General Deaie arrived early the next morning, 
and at breakfast 1 liad the pleasure qf paying ury 
coniplimeuts to him, I afterwards reccivctT tlic 
visits of all the civil and military servants of the 
Company, and contrived, in llie course of the day, 
to return a few of them. 1 had applied to Mr, 
Neave to procure for me a proper suwarry-• He 
sent me tins momlng four chubdars, f and two 
soontaburc!ars,:t with ten bircarrahs; ^ these w'ere 
sufficient for the necessary parade on visiting, and 
receiving the visits of the natives of rank. The 
day was overcast, and rain had fallen at a little 
distance, which was to me a very satisfactory cir¬ 
cumstance, as it delayed the arrival of the hot 
winds. The climate here is greatly different from 
that of Calcutta, Fires bad been used but a few 
days before I arrived, and the nigiits were even 
now rather cold. The first fire-place I met with 
was at Monghyr. I learned that the badness of 
my bearers was owing to my travelling at the 
latter end of ffie Hull, a festival kept up with 
great spirit by tire native Hindoos and hlahoiue- 
dans, in celebration of the vernal season, ft is 
singular that one of the amusements is, what is 
called in England, making April fools; and a$ the 
periods of celebration so nearly coincide, for the 
Hull is always in March, it seems to point out a 
remarkable connection between the ancient reli¬ 
gion of Europe, and tliat of this Peninsula. They 
also amuse themselves with throwing pellets of 
yellow or red powrier, with which on the last day, 
their dresses are so completely covered, as to have 
a most ridiculous apjiea ranee. To end tlie festival, 

• Tlie ffliole stale «<]uipage. 

t Servatua flf sl^te carrying lotig silver sticks. 

I S< mauls flf stale carrying sliort silver tikit. 

% Running 
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they make themselves so completely drunk, that 
business is quite out of the question till a night's 
rest has rendered them capable of returning to 
their duty. 

After an early breakfast, Mr. Neave calJed the 
next day to attend me to the princes, sons of Mirra 
Jewan llnkht Jehander Siiati, and to his widow 
Kutluc Sultaun Begum. He was the same person 
who waited on Mr. Hastings when at Lucknow, 
to request assistance for his father. He failed in 
this application, but procured a settlement for 
himself of £5,000 rupees per month. He resided 
tilt his death at Benares, and left three sons. The 
eldest, Shegofta Bukht, is, in direct descent, heir 
to the throne, and has that title cut on his seal. 
His mother, however, was not the first wife, being 
a woman of no consequence. The second, Mirza 
Khomm, is the son of the Begum, herself of the 
royal house of Timour, and as such is more re¬ 
spected by the Britlah, It docs not seem impro¬ 
bable, that if the English take any part in the 
disposal of the throne on the death of the present 
king, they will support the pretensions of this 
man. It is said that Shah Allum will leave it to 
a younger son, who resides with him at Delhi, and 
actually sits beside him on the musnud. The 
right of inheritance is so indefinite by the Malio- 
medan law, that it is impossible to say, who has 
the best claim; nor is it of much consequence, as 
force will decide. If we do not interfere, the 
Mahrattas will settle the business.* Tliere is also 

_ Since 1 left Iinjis, the old kiag has closed tia days in Mace, 
under the pratfitjoii of the English, as he ventured to bow he 
fbouW do, in bis beautiru] poem on hie loss of Bight, His fa- 
younte son succteded bim. All poUticnl IndncemeDts for our 
interierence with this amngenorBt were retnoved, hy the anni- 
^lation of ScindiaVa and Perron’s inAuence at the court af 
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a third son by a dancing-girt, who is. quite 
tnd considered as of very inferior rank. Lord 
Wdlcsley, when at Benares, visited the two former 
but no/the latter; nevertheless, on the bo^ 
waiting on him at his durbar, he was received 

'’'*Tlie TilaJief pahl to the royal family were al¬ 
ways issued from the treasury of Bewares, but pre¬ 
viously to the late treaty with his 
Nawaub Vizier of Oude, were regularly 
to his account. On his ceding to us several 
vinees, we undertook to pay these, as well as 
siS other charges. Since the d^lh of Jewan 
Bukht, the allowances have been as follows. 

To tiK Kutloc Brpun aod her ^ ^ ^ 

*°To*theTlirza Shegofta Bukht 4,W ditto. 

To the youngest sou - - - S.OOO ditto. 

17,000 

We also allow to the Begum three hundred ru^cs 
per mouth, to keep the lamps burning tomb 

bf her husband : it does not cost her a J^arto f 
the money. These sums are amply sufticient to 
mltam them in a country 

of life are so cheap, not only with comfort, but 
splendour ; yet they are always distressed. . 
number of their retainers is verj' great, 

servants of the family ^ J,? 

their way to them from Delhi, and are sure to be 
J^^ived and assisted as for as their little menus 
wm permit. There is also, as I have 
served an improvidence in the M^omedati cha¬ 
racter which prevents their keeping within due 
bounds. A predestinarian thinks little of the 
morrow, and hopes of future pr^penty »hut ^ 
eyes to the inWltable rum that awaits them. 
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Many of the first Mussulman families have alJ 
ready disappeared; they become soldiers of fortune 
it) the armies of the native princes. They dislike 
our service, as they cannot rise hii^h in it; and 
trade is chiefly in the hands of the lliiidoos; as is 
tlie collection of the revenue, and ever has been * 
for even on the conquest of iiindostan bv Timour, 
he found the system of finance so complete that 
he was ttiduceci to leave it as he found it. 

On paying a visit to any Asiatic prince, an in¬ 
fer jor receives from him a complete dress of ho- 

®.^helautj a robe, a turban, a 
shield, and sword, with a string of jewels to go 
round the neck. Tliis ceremony was submitted 
to by Lord Cornwallis uhen at Benares. When 
l^rd Wellesley visited the upper provincesi, he 
objected to the ceremony as too degrading, and 
determined to appear in the presence of tlie ro 3 'a] 
lamiJy in his uniform, roceiviug the dresses in 
tmys as a present made to liim. He had directed 
Mr, Ncavc to notify to tlic princes, tlmt my rank, 
as a fJntish nobleinan, tvas such as to i-equire tlie 
same etiquette in receiving me. About nine 
oc ock, Mr, Xeave and I set off for She walla, the 
S Sing, at present occupier! by 
tbe &gum and her son, Miraa Khorumf It is 
>niddle of the town, on tlie bank 
of ^e Ganges, and is the place whence tijat Ze¬ 
mindar escaped, when put under ati arrest by Mr 
Hastings. Hie two stiwarr^ s united made a very 

KrSvt** ^ approached the palace; 1 

It was * recruits were gentlemen. 

rmnnU irio honour, and 1 felt the 

fijiy ^^^eriug the gate a salute was 

eeiv^l tbp ^^dted our palanquins, and per¬ 
ceived the prince m the Dewan Kllanah, waiting 
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our approach. It is a small room, elevated a few 
feet from the ground, open on three sides, and 
supported by pillars; on the fourth a purdah* 
was stretched across, behind wliich was sealed his 
mother. He advanced to the head of the steps, 
followed by his three sons. He there embraced 
me three times, and taking bold of my left hand, 
led me to a small couch close to tiie purdali, and 
seated me on his right Jrand, in fact, between his 
mother and himself, though she was invisible. 
I instantly presented to her a nazur of nineteen 
gold nmhurs, in a white handkerchief. 1 lifanded 
them througli a hole in the purdah, which being 
tolerably large, I contrived to get a ^eep at the old 
lady, who was little, and rather fair: Iver hands 
were very delicate, I should have preferre<l the 
view of some of the owners of fine black eyes, 
that I saw playing at hide and seek througli the 
diffeient holes; but this was impossible. 1 then 
delivered to him a naisur of nine gold mohurs, in 
a similar manner. Mr. Ncave made his nazurs of 
five mohurs to the Begum, and three to her son. 

This important part of the ceremony being 
over, and Mr. Neave being seated on a chair oppo¬ 
site, a conversation began through the medium of 
hisinherpretalion. Th'emotherenquiredaftermy 
lieal th and tha t of Lord Well esley. My inoti ves for 
visiting Inilia, were the next subject. 1 replied that 
the wisli to see so fine a country, and to pay my 
respects to his family, who were ail highly esteemed 
by the British nobility, weremy chief inducements, 
l5id 1 mean to visit the royal presence? 1 replied, 
most certainly, Tiiey then launched forth in 
praise of Agra and Delhi, and the magnificence 
of the buildings. The idea of what passed in 

• A curtain, usually of cloth, which «bonUt Jowu servea u 
a door. 
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their mindii at tliat moment, most painfully struck 
me. Could they do otherwise than recollect that 
those palaces were once iheirs, and that there they 
reigned in the plenitude of ^tem power; that 
now, alas, how ^rcat the contrast! the head of the 
family blinded in his ol<l age by tlie villainy of a 
subject, was with difficulty able to procure a mo¬ 
derate subsistence; while they themselves were 
thankful for the use of the palace of a zemindar, 
and owed their bread to the benevolence of a na¬ 
tion upon which they ha<l no claim. Nothing 
but the hope of future prospects could brighten 
such a scene, and they seemed to entertain it. 
The Begum earnestly addressed me, begging tliat, 
whether in Europe or India, I would remember 
with kindness her son, who was placed beside me. 
She had made the same request to Lord Wellesley, 
In a more solemn manner; she put her hand 
through the purdah, and taking his, placed it on 
her son’s, imploring liis protection. 

I now gave a hint that 1 wished to retire, and 
the dresses, &c. were produced in trays, and laid 
at my feet. They could not be refuse'd, and con¬ 
sequently 1 accepted them by raising mv hand to 
my head, and inclining my body : Mr, Neave had 
some shawls thrown over his shoulders. On our 
departure, paun * and roses were presented, but 
we were spared the attar, which is every way de¬ 
testable. The prince conducted me to the bottom * 
of the steps, and took his leave in terms nearly 
similar to his mother’s request. I had delivered 
an additional nazur of two mohurs to each, Mr. 
Neave had done the same. I omitted to mention 
one circumstance of Oriental etiquette : on pay- 

• l^aun is tls* utca.Dut wrapt ap ia Qie leaf of a tpeclEa of 
pepper, with ti Uitje fine lime; this ie frequently chew^ the 
natives, and it iavamblj presented by them to sil visitors, 
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inff my respects my titles were not announced by 
a servant, from an Asiatic courtesy, winch sup¬ 
posed me of so high a rank, that I must be known 
to the princes, l^n all other cases this is done: as 
it was to Mr. Neave. Mirza Khorum is iti person 
rather short and fat; his features strongly expres¬ 
sive of good nature, though his black beard, ren¬ 
dered stratiing by the eflects of the small pox, 
gives a fierceness to his countenance, which na¬ 
ture by no means intended. His eldest son is a 
fine boy, but with a melancholy cast of feature; 
the second, a laughing EngUsh looking lad. He 
informed me that he Jiad, in all, seven, I was 
again saluted on my departure. 1 never expe¬ 
rienced more pain than during this visit: e\ ery 
thing strongly marked poverty ; the purdahs were 
of I'fid ^ntl gr^on cloth’i but in tetters i he hiniscl 
was ilia dress of gold brocade, but without jewels; 
and his children were clad still more simply. i 
had, however, one consolation, in the idea that 
this declension of the house of Tiinour was not 
owing to the British, 

Our next visit was to the eldest son, Alirza 
Shegofta Buklit, who resides at Talynullah, in a 
house built by himaelf, on the very spot where the 
old fort stood. It is surrounded by a garden, and 
commands a pleasing view of the adjacent counliy, 
and a nullah, whose banks are now covered with 
grain, though in the rainy season they are sever^ 
feet deep in water. 1 found him seated m ms 
verandah, the floor of which was covered with 
white cloth; chairs were placed for Mr. .Neave 
and me. Our reception was similar in eve^ 
respect to that at Sh’ewalla, excepting that toe 
nazur given by me was eleven mohurs, by Mr. 
Neave seven. This prince has the appearance of 
B much younger man than his brother, is taller. 
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thinner, and not marked with the small pox ; yet 
there is an expression of fierceness in his counte¬ 
nance, which renders liitn by tso means so pleasing 
as his brother. On Lord WelJesley’s anival, he 
sent to request he mi girt be permitted to meet his 
Excellency on the river; yet when the visit of 
ceremony was paid to him, he never advanced to 
meet iris Lordship, but continued seated in tire 
veranda]], till the Persian secretary, Mr. Edmon- 
slone, was sent to fetcli him out. On Mr, NeaveV 
afterwards asking his chief confidential ser^'ant, 
w'hat he could mean by such absurd and incon¬ 
sistent conduct, he replied, “ he has the wind of 
royalty in him, and does not know whether ho 
stands on Ills head or ills feeL” His questions 
were uninteresting, but he laugliingly proposed to 
accompany me himself to Agra and Deliii. I have 
no doubt he would he very glad to take such a 
step. Wlien he was building his house, in clearing 
out one of the wells two large copper-plates were 
discovered, fastened together by a seal-iing of the 
same metal. For these I enquired, but ivas in¬ 
formed they were not in the iiouse, hut should be 
sent to me in the course of a few days. I made 
my visit as short as possible, and received the 
dresses on trays, and ^ave him, as did Mr. Neave, 
an additional nazur of two moliurs. He suffered 
me to rise without stirring from his seat, but on 
a hint from Mr, Neave immediately handed me to 
the head of the steps, where he presented me with 
paun and attar. His allowance being so rrtuch 
smaller than his brothers, his appearance is less 
epletidid. He was dressed in white satin, lined 
with pink silk. No guards appeared, but his 
hunting equipage and drums were waiting without 
the gate of the garden, I observed several very 
* venerable looking eunuchs, and other servants in 
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attendance both here and at ShewaUa, who joined 
ftmiliarly io the converealion. 

In the morning as 1 proceeded to She walla, L 

was met by a minister of Uie Rajah of Benares* 
bearing; an arjec* from his master^ excusing him- 
self for not having been able to pay his respect* 
to me in conseciuence ot indisposition* Betore sun 
rise, Mr. Neavc called on me to proceed to Benares, 
to view the Minars. The approach to them is 
through tlie most frequented and populous part or 
the town, and,a more extraordinary one 1 never 
beheld. The streets are so extremely narrow, that 
it was with difficulty I prevented my horse from 
touching the side. The houses ate built of stone, 
some six stories high^ clo$e to each otberj wrai 
terraces on the summit, 'rhey are whimsically 
paintwJ, and tlie architecture is as extraordinary 
Bands of canned work run iu general rounrl ea^ 
story, by no means despicably executed; and the 
large masses of stone used in the walls, together 
with tlie neat nianner in wliich they are joined, 
show that the masons are very tolerable \TOrkmep. 
Tlie windows are extremely small, and probably 
they are formed in this manner to answer two pur¬ 
poses ; first, to prevent the opposite neighbours 
from overlooking the apartments: and, secondly, 
to keep the houses more cool during the hot winds. 
Our style of architecture is by no means adapted 
to the climate, and the large windows would be 
insufferable, were it not tor the tattys f wjhich are 
easily applied to a house one story ^highi but 
would be impracticable in a house of six stones, 


* Aa address fronn aR infsTiof to a aupefior is called art Arjae, 

not & letter. ^ j r ±1. * 

t Screens on the emtiide of a window, composed of the toots 

of sweet Stested grass, on wbich water is eonstaatly thrown hy 
ihe scTvantSi wbict perfectly cools die air. 
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and situated m a town. It is seldom that the 
universal custom of a country is not founded on 
reason; though, therefore, they have larger win¬ 
dows in their country houses, which can be cooled 
by artificial means; yet, in the upper rooms, where 
that cannot be done, they reduce the apertures 
as much as possible. The opposite sides of the 
street in some places approach so near to each 
other that they are nnit^ by galleries. Several 
new houses were building on a very handsome 
scale, and the town in general had an appearance 
of prosperity, which is by no means deceitful. 
The city of fcnares is so holy, that several Hindoo 
Rajahs have habitations there, in which their va- 
keeb • reside, and perfonn for them the requbite 
sacrifices and ablutions. The land i$ extremely 
valuable, and law suits respecting it very frequent. 
The number of stone and brick bouses from one 
to six stories high is upwards of ISjOOO. The mud 
houses, upward s of 16,000. The perm anc nt i nhabi- 
tants are upwards of dSi,000, besides the atten¬ 
dants of the three princes, and several other fo¬ 
reigners, who may amount to near 3000; but the 
concourse during some of the festivals is beyond 
all calculation. The Mahometans ate not one in 
ten- f 

The mosque with its minars was built by 
Aurungaebe, to mortify the Hindoos. Not only 
is it placed on the highest poiut of land, and most 
conspicuous from being close to the river, but the 
foundations are laid on a sacred spot, where a tem¬ 
ple before stood, which was destroyed to make 
room for it Tliis edifice violated the holy city, 

• Envoy Or embsssddor. 

t 1 ^vtn in tte .Appendix a vciy curjtMa oiccount of 
population of Btnarei, coaununicatcid me by my fritaJ Mr. 
Doano. 
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and proudly overlooked all the temples ; and what 
was perhaps more galling, all the terraces^of the 
houses, where the females were accustomed to en¬ 
joy tlie cool of the leomiug and evening, T.he 
mosque itself has nothing interesting. The mmars 
are light and elegant ; so light is one of them that 
it is not safe to ascend it, and probably m a very 
short space it will be as low as the house of 
Timour. From the top of the other is a very ex¬ 
tensive view of the town and adjacent countw; I 
satisfied myself with ascending to the roof of the 
mosque, whetioe I overlooked the whole of the town 
and the river, witli the thousands of inhabitants 
bathing on its banks. A little stone temple, dedi¬ 
cated to Maha-deva, displays its trident at an 
humble height, close to the side of the crescent at 
the summit of the niinars; no unfit emblem ol the 
state of the two religions, previously to the esta¬ 
blishment of British power. Tyranny and op¬ 
pression seem to be necessary concomitants of 
tlie Mussulman religion, whose first principle is 

The deference with which the English treat all 
the prejudices of the Hindoos is rapidly reconciling 
their minds to the Christian government. Not 
only are they protected in all their ceremonies, 
but even the duties which were levied on all who 
made a pilgrimage to Benares, were tak^oft by 
Mr. Hastings on his visit to that place. The rn®*"" 
chants also begin to be sensible of the perfect 
security which they enjoy under our government, 
Confidence once established, most rapidly diftuses 
itself; and I have been informed from au^ority 
which I consider as very good, that many Hindoo 
countries now under the controulof the Mahrattas, 
though a nation professing their own religion, 
would be rejoiced to place themselves under our 
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dominion. The Mnhomedans, of course, detest 
us; we have deprived them of a mighty empire, 
and they feel that they hold the tittle remnants 
omly by our permission. No wonder, then, that 
the late Nawaub of the Carnatic considered 
Tippoo as the great safeguard of his religion, and, 
as such looked up to hini. He vvas correct in his 
Ideas, and I cannot conceive liow our Government 
could even expect him to think otherwise. The 
Hindoo can have no feelings of this sort: he has 
only changed his masttra; and although we do not 
so much unite with him in society as his former 
master did, yet, on experience, he prefers the one 
who gives him the firmest protection from insult 
and oppression. 

A singular instance of their appeals to the English 
occurred in the person of the sister of the Nagpour 
Rajah, who lately arrived at Benares to perform 
her ablutions. Mr. Neave caused her to be received 
with eveiy respect due to her rank. On such an 
occasion, it is customary to give alms to the dif¬ 
ferent ilrahmins, who amount to about seven 
thousand; and as the ceremonies cannot be per¬ 
formed without their assistance, tliey are very 
often unreasonable in their demands, as it ^ems 
they were to tills good lady. Eight days after her 
arrival, she sent to Mi', Ncavc; to complain that 
they required a sum, which she could by no means 
pay, and that she had cot been able to begin her 
devotions. Mr. Neave assured her that the Eng¬ 
lish did not receive a rupee, so that he could ^ 
nothing except by mediation witli the Brahmins, 
which he would attempt: he accordingly re icon- 
with them, and the lady was permitted to 
fulfil all her duties at a reasonable rate. 

llie number of the temples to the diderent deities 
IS greats but the chief worslvip is of Vjshnou, Malia- 
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deva, and their wives. It takes about fifteen days 
to go through the whole business of praying and 
making offerings of fruit to each, accompanied, of 
course, with money to the priests. On the first 
day the pil^im washes in the holy well of Mun'> 
kemtka; afterwards, each day in the Ganges. 

Benares is considered as veiy liealtby. It is si¬ 
tuated iu 25* north, and from its viciuity to 
the Thibetian mountains, which are in winter 
covere<l with snow, is sometimes so cold as to pro¬ 
duce icicles- Hoar frost is not uncommon in a 
morning. The houses of the English at Secrole 
are good and handsome; there is a nakedness iu 
their appearance from the v'aut of trees, but this is 
absolutely necessary iu IntMa, unless you choose 
to be devoured by musquitoes. Our elephants 
brought us back by breakfast-time; after which, as 
the day was cool, 1 returned the visits that remained 
unpaid, 

Mr, Hawkins resides iu the house that was oc¬ 
cupied by Mr. Davis, during the ephemeral insur¬ 
rection of Vizier Ali, I examined the staircase 
that leads to the top of the house, and which he 
defended with a spear for upwards of an hour and 
a half, till the troops came to his'reUef, It is of a 
singular construction, in the corner of a room 
built entirely of wood, on a base of about four feet; 
the ascent is consequently so winding and rapid, 
that with difficulty one person can get up at a 
time. Fortunately, also, the last turn by which 
you reach the terrace faces the wall. It was im¬ 
possible, therefore, for the people below to take 
atm at him whilst he defended the ascent with a 
spear; they however fired several times, and the 
marks of the balls are visible in the ceiling, A 
man had at one time hold of his spear, but by a 
violent exertion he dragged it through bis hand, 
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This gallant aefence 
aa'jed t^e settlement, as it gave time to the ca* 

Tn^'r ^ quartered at Bataber. about tea 
miles fi^m Benares, to reach Secrole, and obliged 
Vmer Ab to retire, with hh followers, to bis rSi- 

hfmself'foiiom^?" defended 

himself tor some time; but at length a gateway 

was forced, and he had once more the Slol 

tuDe to escape, with about three hundred of hL 

Affr'Tff family and papers behind 

rdd Sh troops, and 

obli^d to % for protection to the Jeypourdlajah 

The laws of hospitality are held so saciEd in Inilia* 

that however disgiisted he might be with the 

cnmes of Viaier Ah, and however he might wish 

however to this priece, 1 ought to obsetvi thS 
«tv“3^, hi byM ho’ii of 

g.sffi&3Sa:Fi 

^ singular circumstance that Vizier Ai; 
should pass through Benar^ a ^ ‘ 

mmmMm: 

by bribina-hia to liberate himself, 

imprisonment ''‘^^4?/“* rendered his 

pri^itv of his rE ^ . The ferocity and de- 

P y his character, which early app^red, and 
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the crimes lie afterwards comniitted, justify eveiy 
measure of security, and evea of severity, ivhick. 
has been exerciserl towards liim. That he was not 
the son of A soph ud-Dowlah, has been incontro- 
vertibly ascertained by Sir John SJiore, who acted 
wilh the most scrupulous delicacy in the investi¬ 
gation; and the allowance he received, of a lac 
and a half of rupees per annuTn, was amply suffi¬ 
cient to maintain him, not only in affluence, but 
splendor, it is superior to the income of the Kut- 
Uic Begum and her son; and therefore Vizier Ali 
could have had no well-grounded cause of complaint. 
His haughty mind, however, was unable to brook 
the inferiority of a private station. He had, when 
on the rnusnud of Oude, lavished large sums on 
the soldiers, and considered himself as having 
many friends amoog them. Saadut Ali, his suo 
cessor, from bis parsimony, was by no means a 
popukr character; he therefore looked forward 
with the hope that disturbances would arise, which 
from his vicinity to Benares he might foment, till 
they ultimately replaced him in power, CoiiscU 
ous that this could only be accomplisbed by the 
extermination of the English, he appears to have 
endeavoured to form a Mussulmaun league todrivt; 
these heretics from tlie East. Tlie papers, found 
in Madoodoss's garden, discover that this attempt 
was not unattended by success ; and the implica'- 
tion of Mirza Jumma, tlie son of Jehan Buklit, 
and of Shuins-ud-Dowlah, the brother of the Na- 
waub of Dacca, proves that no dqjcndencc is to 
be placed op the gratitude or attacJimcnt of the 
highest Mussulmauns. I have given in the Ap¬ 
pendix, a translation of the letter found amongst 
Vizier All’s papers, from iihums-ud-Dowlah to Ze* 
maun Shah, conjuring him to place himself at the 
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head of the league, and liberate the Mussulmauna 
of India. 

Tlie massacre at Benares has been by some sup¬ 
posed to have been merely an unpremeditated 
ebullition of rage in Vizier Ali, on finding that he 
must go down to Calcutta; and that his resent¬ 
ment a^inst Mr, Cherry was owing to that gen- 
ttemaifs having so ably arranged the journey of 
Saadut Ali to Cawnpore, (ivhen summoned by Sir 
John Shore to be placed on the musnud,) that his 
departure was not suspected by liis own family, 
till they heard of his having reached bis destina¬ 
tion. That this might have heightened his dislike 
to Mr. Cherry, 1 can easily believe; but it is evi¬ 
dent that his plans were arranged long before the 
order arrived, which in fact was not issued till 
after repeated warnings had been received by ftie 
Government that he meditated mischief. The 
hfawanb Vizier made strong representations on the 
subject to the Resident at his court, which he 
communicated to Mr. Cherry. JMany of the most 
respectable inhabitants of Benares confirmed his 
Excellency’s suspicions; and so convinced was 
General Erskine of the danger, that he urged Mr. 
Cherry to have a few companies of sepoys station, 
ed at Secrole, but without success. At length, on 
the 24th of December, J798, Lord Wellesley com- 
nmnicated his orders for the removal of Vizier Ali 
to Calcutta, and on the 14th of January, 1799 , 
the massacre took place; which had been evi¬ 
dently determined upon wlien the assassins quitted 
Madoodoss’s garden; for, according to a Mussnl- 
maun superstition, they had carried with them 
their Winding slieetSi which had been dipped in 
the holy well at Mecca. 

There seems to have been a fatal degree of ia- 
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tatLiation iix Mr. Cherry, whom no warning couia 
sufficiently alarm. Conscious that he deserved qo 
ill from Vizier Ali, he expected none; for^tHtig 
that when on the musmid he had shewn hsinseif 
capable of every crime. Baffled in Ills hopes oi 
maturing a general insurrection in India supported 
by foreign inv^lon, Vizier Ali seeins to have been 
stimulated, by the ferocity of bis disposition, at 
least, to gratify bis revenge by the murder of all 
the English at Secrole, and by the plunder of Be¬ 
nares, That success should in any degree have 
attendeil him, is to be deeply regretted; but when 
it ia considered upon how nice a thread the lives 
of the other European inhabitants then bung, 
there is a considation in reflecting that Providence 
was pleased to limit the evil to so small an C3*r 

On calling upon Mr, Neave, I found Baboo 
Dheep Xarrain, brother to Oodit Narrain, Rajah 
of Benares, who waited on me in his brothers 
name, to invite me to Ramnagur, where we agreed 
to breakfast the next morning. He is a very fine 
boy, only eleven years old, but has the stature and 
appearance of sixteen. 'He tendered me a nazur 
of five gold mohurs, and w^as received with the 
proper compliments. 

At six the next morning, accompanied by Mr, 
Neave and Mr. Sftlt, 1 proceeded to Ramnagur to 
visit the Rajah of Benares. M' e rode, and to avoid 
the streets of the town, took a small circuit, which 
made the distance about six miles. The castle is 
situated on the opposite side of the river, to cross 
which we made use of one of the Rajahs boats 
that was in attendance, sending our horses back 
to Secrole, l^Ve found his elephants and palan¬ 
quins in waiting at the water's edge, which con¬ 
veyed ns to the gardens, about a mile inland. As 
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he was slili too unwell to attend u$, he sent his 
brotlier to do the honours. The garden is square, 
and laid out perfectly in the Dutch style, with 
formal walks and dipt hedges, and the flowers in 
regular compartments. At the south-end was a 
large and handsome building of stone, consisting 
of verandahs with stone pillars and small rooms on 
the sides. It was fantastically painted of different 
colours, which however had a pleasing effect. Die 
view from the terrace on the summit was fine. 
The garden formed a good foreground] beyond, 
was the ri^'er, widening with an extensive curve, 
and on its elevated bank the whole town of Be¬ 
nares. Opposite to this house is a door leading to 
the tank, and at the angles of the garden are hand- 
some round suinmcr-huuses, with domes, elevated 
above the wall, which is of a considerable height. 

J he liajah often retires here with liis women, and 
\ve observed many swings and other pi ay-things 
of eastern idleness. Beyond the door-wav, the 
tank immediately presents itself, and is one of the 
most magnificent works i ever beheld. It is of 
very large dimensions, with flights of steps down 
to the bottom. On the right is an extensive and 
means irielegant habitation, the front of 
which IS level with tlie water, the back with the 
top of the tank. It was intended as a bathing 
house for the women, where they could amuse 
themselves unseen by any persons without; the 
batlis communicate with the tank. At tlie two 
corners are two towers with donressimilar to those 
on tlie u'all of the gardens, and whicli render the 
iingles uniform, CJn the third side, or right hand, 
as you enter,^ is most elegant Hindoo temple, 
small, and built of stone. Jrrom a square base it 
rises into a dome. The whole outside is divided 
into compartments of about two feet square, in 
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each pf which is tlie figure cf a fieity, excuisitcly 
carved. There are three open doors, and a false one 
cut out in Stone, the moulding of which are most 
delicately executed. The inside is nearly similar, 
except that in the wall formed by the lalsc door 
is a uich for a statue of Lachmy. In the centre 
was to have been placed the statue of Maha-deva, 
to whom tlie whole was dedicated. The fourth 
side facing the garden is vacant. Unfortunately 
these beautiful buildings were never finished. 
T^ey were left in this state by Cheyt Sing, when 
he fled from Benares; and the superstition of india 
prevents his successor from completing them, for 
it would be considered as tending to inherit his 
misfortunes. Cheyt Sing is stilt alive in the Mah- 
ratta country, living on a small jaghire. He has 
married a nautch girl, and is sunk into debauchery' 
and contempL He has no issue, and the person 
placed on the tnusnud is his nearest rcIatiDn, the 
present Rajah being his great nephew, and great 
grandson to Bulwunt Sing, who built the fort of 
Kanmagur. 

A smalt town joins tbe fort of Ramnagur, con¬ 
sisting of two streets crossing each other, of a 
very good width and uniform architecture. It 
would be really handsome, were it not for the 
tattys, which quite conceal the fronts. At the 
extremity of the largest is the gate of the castle, 
through which we entered into a court, where are 
kept the horses, cows, elephants, &c. The palace 
forms one side of a second court. It is neat, and 
whitewashed, with the wood-work painted green. 
At the door I was met by our young conductor, 
who led me up stairs, where I was received by the 
Rajah, who presented me a large nazur of gold 
moliurs, which 1 touched, afterwards raising my 
hand to my head, but declined taking. 1 em- 
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braced him three times, and was led by him to the 
chief seat in liis Dewan Khanah. I here ihund 
assembled, all his court, and about fifty uautch* 
girls, of every age and description. He also pre¬ 
sented to me a second brother, who bad hitherto 
been without a name, but who was to receive one at 
the marriage of his brother Baboo Dhcep Narrain, 
which was to take place in the course of the year. 
Tlie Dewan Xlianah was small; his garden-house 
would have made a better, and there, indeed, i 
should have be^ received, had not his illness pre¬ 
vented his moving ao far. The room was white ; 
the ornaments painted with green i lustres ot tlic 
same colour were ranged down the miildie, and 
on b^cke^ at the 3ides. In con>partmenls were 
English prints framed and glazed. We conversed 
but little^ Dur attention being divertecl hy the 
nautching. Some of the Persian airs were pretty, 
and 1 was nmcli amused with their singiuc^ ** I 
care for nobody, no not I,” and Malbrook.”'^ 

The heat from the crowd was insufferable; for 
relief, therefore, I requested to see some of the 
rooms towards the river, begging that he would 
not stir. His brothers accompanied me. We 
founu them small, but pretty, covered with an ap¬ 
pearance of silver, caused by powdered talc. The 
foundations- of a small tem¬ 
ple of Jlabh-deva, which is attached to the palace, 
and IS built of red stone unpainted. The present 
JSajali, who is in very comfortable circumstances, 
having upwards of four lac of rupees per annum 
IS much improving this place; he seems to be 
ond of it; and indeed its situatiort is very pleas- 
Ha? ?« nothing now to do with the zemin- 

+1 Benares, but receives an allowance from 

family, but seems most 
affectionately attached to his brothers, one of 
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whom will probably succeed him. We returned 
to the Dewan Khan ah ^ and perceiving that the 
Rajar waa much exhausted with the exertion of 
sitting opi I soon gave the hint that I wished to 

retire. , , , kt 

At a “-ant above the town we landed Mr. ^eave. 

The river forms here a veiy' fine sweep of about 
four miles in length. On the external side of the 
curve, which is constantly the most elevated, is si¬ 
tuated the holy city of Benares. It is covered with 
buildings to the water’s edge, and the opposite 
shore being, as usual, extremely level, the whole 
may he behehl at once. From passing through 
the streets, or even from viewing it from the mi- 
nais, 1 could have formed no conception of its 
beauty. Innumerable pagodas of every size and 
shajie occupy the bank, and even have incroached 
upon the ri ver. U n i formly b u ilt of s ton e, an d of the ^ 
most solid workmanship, they are able to resist the 
torrents, which in the rainy seasons beat against 
tliem. Several are painted, others gilded, and 
some remain of the colour of the stone. They 
generally have domes, often finished witli the tri¬ 
dent of Maha-deva. Gauts are very frequent for 
the convenience of ablution; and wherever the 
houses approach the river, they are necessarily 
built thirty feet high, of large stones, betbre tliey 
reach tlie level of the street above. The contrast 
between these elevated masses of solid masonry, 
and the light domes of the pagodas, is singular 
anil pleasing. Trees occasionally overhang the 
walls, and the thousands* of people constantly 
either bathing, or washing linen in the water, add 
not a little to this most extraordinaiy scene. 
None of the drawings that I have seen give me 
the least idea of it. Land is here of prodigious 
value, as the nearer to the river the more holy. 
Pious Hindoos think it a work of great merit to 
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form gauts, or build temples, on its banks. 1 ]]ad 
frequent occasion to regret that many buildings 
remained unfinisbed, in consequence of the deaUi 
of the builders before they were completed : not 
only superstition operates here, but the circum¬ 
stance, that were it finished by his lieir, the whole 
of the merit, as well as credit, would go to the 
original founder. A law similar to tlie llisbop's 
bill m Ireland would have agootl effect, obliging 
the executors to finish the undertaking. It is a 
pity that any thing should prevent this noble city 
from being brought to that peifection of which it 
IS capable. I felt myself sufticiently a Hindoo 
\i^en viewing the lofty minars, to wish that here¬ 
after Government may restore the spot to Us ori¬ 
ginal owners, and remove this cruel eye-sore from 
the holy city, 

presented me with a part of a stone 
winch fell iti the province of Uenares, tJuring the 
appearance of a meteor. The evidence collected 
IS in the Appendix. 1 have only to observe, tliat 
a stone of the same kind is not to be found any 
where j and that what made the people take no¬ 
tice of It was, that no stones of any sort are to be 
% neighbourhood. I really tliink 

It the best aulbeuticated instance of the kind 1 
have met with. Lord Wellesley has another piece 

After breakfasting early with Mr. Ncave, I the 
next day held a durbar or levee for the natives of 
rank sufficient to be entitled to sit down in mv 
presence. Several shr^s* first appeared, to show 
roe the specimens of their finest manufactures in 
, *1 golil cloth, and embroidered gauzes. The 
pieces were of tlie richest patterns, and very higli- 

that more are manufactured 
here than at any ©Uiei place in India, and tiiat they 
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are not only used in the East for dresses of cere¬ 
mony, but are exported ic considerable quantities 
to Europe. 1 conceive that the trade of gold and 
silver stuffs not a little assists in keeping up tht 
prosperity of Benares ; tliough on a religious con¬ 
sideration, it ought only to be attributed to the ho¬ 
liness of tlie place. I procured from a hanker one 
of the Zodiac mohurs, which are now so extremely 
rare, that it is almost Impossible to procure a com¬ 
plete set. 1 have given some account of these in 
the Appendix. We got over this pleasing inspec¬ 
tion before the time appointed by the Princes to 
lionour me with their presence at my durbar. 

lliey are by no means friends, and wish never 
to meet, in consequence of interfering claims on 
llie point of precedency; one being the eldest; 
the other being royal by both parents. T.hey 
therefore came to different gardens in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, and waited till notice was sent that I 
was ready to receive them. Mirzu Khorum first 
made bis appearance with a tolerably handsome 
suwarry. He entered the gates of the domain on 
hi$ elephant, and was immediately complimented 
with a royal salute, or rather, as 1 afterwards dis¬ 
covered, doubly royal; for by a ridiculous mistake, 
the artillerymen liied fort}-two guns, conceiving 
both of the princes had arrived at the same time. 
He came to the house in his state [jalanquin, my 
guard of sepoys presenting arms as he passed. I 
received him at the bottom of the steps, and hav¬ 
ing been honoured with an embrace, presented him 
with a nazur of thirteen gold moliurs. I then led 
him to his seat, and place<l him on my right hand. 
Tlie ■ conversation was not very interesting, con¬ 
sisting merely of enquiries after my health in his 
own anrl his mothers name. 1 requested he 
wQuiti honour me by accepting a brace of double- 


A HES- 


9'i 

barrelled pistols very richly talakl U'lth gold, to 
which he made not the least ab|ection. On his * 
hinting that he wished to retire, attar w'as pre¬ 
sented to him, and betel; he was handed in the 
same manner to his palanquin, and received tiic 
same military compliments as on Ids arrival. The 
artillerymen now apprised us of their mistake, by 
requesting leave to retire. We were not a little 
alarmed on the discovery, Jest the other prince 
should arrive before more powder could be pro¬ 
cured; a messenger was in.stantly dispatched to 
beg him to wait a little, and slating what had 
happened. It would have been the most cruel of 
all insults had he not received the same attentions 
as his hrutlier. 

Every thing being arranged, his higliness made 
his appearance with a suwarry which evidently 
showed the difference between 11,000 rupees per 
month and 4,000. Mis state palanquin was how¬ 
ever equally splendid with cloth of gold. I met 
him at the steps, whilst tlie proper royal salute 
was firing, and presented him my nazur of eleven 
gold nioTmrs. He was accompanied by a man, 
whom he informed me was his tutor, and requested 
that he might be presented to me, and pcrmitberl 
to have a seat; a mark of high regard from a man 
of his pride, whiclr shews bow much the Mussul¬ 
mans respect their preceptors: of course his 
wishes were complied with, I gave him a silver 
hookah, and enquired after the copper plates. 
They were presented, and laid at my feet; it was 
my wish to have kept them, but Mr. Neavc had 
determined to have them for himself, in which he 
succeeded. They are about two feet square^ co¬ 
vered with Sanscrit characters, and fastened toge¬ 
ther by a seal ring of great size, on which is en¬ 
graved the goddess Lachmy« I understand, from 
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Wr. Wilford, whose antiquarian researdies have 
done so much credit to the British name, that it 
is a grant of land similar to that found at Monghyr, 
and of about the same date. 

As the plutes iV 0 re not presented to the 
Prince requeatetl my acceptance of an old sword, 
which, he told Mr. Neave, had belonged to Fir- 
rochsere, one of liis ancestors, known to us as 
having, when Emperor, given to the India Com¬ 
pany their first charter of free trade. I have, 
however, a little doubt ori the subject, as the blade 
was not of sufficient value, for so splendid a sove¬ 
reign to have used. The hilt was copper gilt; 
the scabbard green velvet. - The Prince gave it 
into my hands, while, at his request, I presented 
to him two gold mohurs over it; of this I en¬ 
deavoured, but without success, to obtain an ex¬ 
planation; as it appeared to arise_ from a super¬ 
stition similar to one which exists in England, of 
not receiving from a friend a present of any sliarp 
instrument, wilbout making some return. rie 
took his leave with the same ceremonies as his 
brother, and receivetJ the same military honour. 
The returning my visit was a very high compli¬ 
ment; I was the more pleased, as it was perfe^ctly 
voluntary, and not in consequence of any official 
application from Lord Wellesley. I afterwards 
received the Vakeels of the Mahratta States, the 
great uncle and brother of the Rajah of Benares, 
togetlier wltli many other natives of' rank. Among 
them was a very fine, and fair boy, son of Golam 
Mahomed, the celebrated Rolulla chief, who re¬ 
sides at Benares with his mother. When fatigued 
by their company, I dismissed them civilly, by 
ciling for attar and betel, wide); i distributed ac¬ 
cording to their rank. The highest coitipltmenl 
is to give it to the visitor to help liimself. This 
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the Princes tliil to me, and I of course to them. 
The next is to give it to them with your own 
hand. To those not entitled to attar, you give 
betei, more or less, either yourself, or by the hands 
of your attendants. As the Rajah of Renares was 
prevented from being present only by indisposition, 
I sent him by his brother a handsome gold watch, 
and gave another to the boy himself. He bad 
never been ivorth one before, and 1 nev'er saw Joy 
more visibly depicted in a countenance than in 
his when he received it. , 

In the evening of March 16, I took leave of 
my hospitable and friendly host I had uniformly 
found tnj'self at home, during my stay with him, 
and had every reason to he grateful for his atten¬ 
tions. He promised to meet me at Chunar on mv 
return, which is properly his head-quarters, and 
escort me back to this place. I departed at nine, 
attended by Mr. Salt, Tire night was at first 
sultjy, but it afterwards became so cool as to make 
me use all my coverings. At five in the morning 
1 arrived at tJie liou^e of Mr* Deane, situated about 
a niile from the town of Juanpore* 

I found Mr. Deane up, aud his curricle at the 
door, which we immedialjely mounted to visit the 
town of Juan pore. It is situated on the Goomty 
river, so named, like tlie ancient Meander, from 
its winding course. The castle rises considerablv 
above the level of the countiy', and is venerable 
m its ruins. Our road lay on the opposite side of 
the river, through the midst of monuments and 
mosques in ruins, which gave an idea of ancient 
magnificence. A suburb of clay huts led to a 
large serai^ a kind of inn formed of the same ma- 
tenabj through which we parsed to a bridge of 
considerabJe divided into two parts: the 

one consisting qf ten arches^ extends to the 
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boundary of the river during the dry season, but 
both are necessary to take the whole volume of 
water in the rains. It is said to have been built 
in the year 972 of the Hejira, by the Kmperor 
AkbaTj aud, according to the legend, on the fol¬ 
lowing occasion; Akbar, when on. an expedition 
against the rebellious Soubadar Ally Coolly Khan, 
arrived at Juanpore. biaking an excursion 
on the water, he saw a woman weeping, and 
cnquirefl the cause. She informed him, that she 
was a widow, and had come from the other side of 
the water to sell cotton; that she wished to re¬ 
turn home, but had not the means of paying the 
ferryman. The Emperor, affected at lier relation, 
immediately ordered Monecm Khan Kbanan to 
build a bridge over the river. The bridge was 
accordingly completed in three years, at an e.x- 
pence of tliir^ lacs of rupees, under the superln- 
t^endance of Falieem, a slave of Khan Klianan." 
Such is the account of a native historian. I have 
only tu observe, that the expence is enormous, as 
there is no rich carved work in it, and the river is 
so shallow in the dry season, that there could be 

lit tie d i Ihc ul ty i n lay 1 ng the fo undat ion s. Faheem, 
however, was an excellent workman. The tor¬ 
rents are violent In the rainy season, and the river 
rises so higli as completely to cover the road on 
the top, yet it has stood nearly three hundred 
years. It is at present paved with stone. It is 
j y ^ great work for an Asiatic, and is cou- 
siclered ay the natives as one of the wonders of 
India. On one side of the bridge is a garden and 
house belonging to the Nawaub of (Jude, com- 
pletely ^ing to decay. ’iVe passed through a 
wretelied town, and approached the walls of the 
castle, to which we kept close, till we reached a 
gateway ornamented with mosaic work of dif- 
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ferent coloured varnished tiles. It has been beau¬ 
tiful. The courts are extensive^ and the verandahs 
on the walls command a ver)'' pleasing prospect^ 
particularly on one Side, which overhangs the 
river and the bridge, beyond which are the ruins 
of the different tombs, raising thei r cupolas among 
palms and tamarind-treee. The distant countiy is 
rich in cultivation, and well clothed with wood. 
I regret that the resident magistrate’s house was 
not built here, rather than iu the bottom, w'here 
it is now placed; independently of the beauty of 
the scenery, the profusion of materials on the 
spot nrould have rendered it more desirable in 
point of economy. The walls of the fort are of 
solid stone-work, and the remains of the habita¬ 
tions within, serve as a receptacle for debtors. 
Their coufinemeut must be nearly voluntary, for 
escape seems perfectly easy. 

Our next visit was to a mosque, now falling to 
ruins. We entered a large quadrangle, formed on 
three sides by a colonnade of stone two stories 
high; the lower pillars square, of a singular archi¬ 
tecture, and three feet deep; tliose of the upper tier 
similar, but round; and each dividing the space 
into different ^martments, separated from each 
other by rich fret work of carved black stone. 
The roof and floor were formed of large blocks of 
stone, many of which have fallen in, through 
their great weight, and have assisted iu hastening 
the ruin of this, certainly magnificent, building. 
The fourth side, which faces the entrance, consists 
of the mosque itself’ liaving two towers and two 
lofty domes; a colonnade extends'on each side 
so as to form the square. It difiers only in having 
the square pillars of double the height, the build¬ 
ing there being but one story high. We next W- 
sited another mosque similar iu plan and archiiec- 
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tuiCj but ill much better preservation. Goveni- 
meot, witli a laudable liberality, proposed to put 
this into a perfect state of repair. The Faquirs 
anti old womcD m<»t veliemcutly opposed it, 
declaring tliat they would perish sooner than have 
it touch^. This opposition might easily be sur¬ 
mounted by giviDg the direction of the business 
to one of the Mussuliuaun priests, who would then 
liave his share of tlie profit, and declare it a holy 
work. It is, hou'ever, at present abandoned. We 
observed several remains of palaces, and other 
relics of ancient luagntficence. In the year 14do 
Juan pore w.is conquered by Sultan Beloli, before 
which period it was governed by independent 
princes, whose line became extinct in l^g. It 
w'as afterwards the residence for some time of 
Sultan Secnnder. Ackbar also honoured it wttli 
his presence, as before observed, and built the 
bfid^. It has since been gradually declining. 
Tlie majority of tlie population are Hilahomedans, 
but the place has lately been more celebrated from 
being tlie residence of a race of Hindoos, called 
Rajekooman, with whom the practice of infan¬ 
ticide prevailed, till it was abolished by the British 
Government. It only extended to the exposure 
of their female children, but that was almost 
universal. A full account of the steps taken on 
this occasion is given in the fourth volume of the 
Asiatic Rcsearclies. They have perfectly answered 
the purpose intended, .fuanpore is included in 
the district of Benares, and of course, came into 
our possession at the .same time. There is a nullah 
between the town and Mr. Deane’s residence, which 
in the rains is passable only in a boat. The 
convicts were making bricks for the erection of 4 
bridge, which, when finished, will be a public 
convenience, the high road from Benares to Luck^ 
von. 1 . H 
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now being directly over it. The hot winds were 
act in, which confined us to the house for the rest 
of the day. 

I observed as 1 proceeded on my route that the 
ruins of tombs and mosques arc as numerous on 
the other side of Juan pore, as they are on the 
side of Benares: some were very beautifully in¬ 
laid with the coloured glazed tiles. The coun¬ 
try' was slightly undulated, and the Goomty 
occasionally meandered into sight. Mango topes, 
as usual, were frequent. The ryots* were all at 
work in their fields, some reaping, others drawing 
water at the wells, which occur in almost every 
field. It is a singular circumstance, that in this 
country, vvhich is almost inti rely a sand, and 
where tlie heat is so intense, a continual supply 
of water is always to be met witli, at a slight depth 
during the whole of summer There arc no fences 
to the fields, except occasionally, where a row of 
tire Indian fig is planted along the side of the 
road. In the night 1 passed the boundaries of the 
East India Contpany’s leiritoiy', and entered that 
of his Excellency the Nawaub Viaier. 

On awaking I should have known the change 
by the face ot the country. The heavy hand of 
oppression had evidently diminished the quantity 
of laud in cultivation. The crops were more 
scanty, but the mango topes increased in number, 
and were now more beautiful from the vicinity of 
the jungle, where the Cutea shone resplcndant. 
The monkeys and peacocks were numerous, and 
perpetually called off my attention from the bad- 
iiesiS of tire roads, and made me the less regret 
thHt we were obliged to proceed at a very slow 
rate. A sepoy of Captain Delaniaine's, sent to 
conduct me to his master's quarters at Sultaun- 
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poie, met me early in tlie morning, but as he had 
no note, and 1 did not understand wliat he said, 
my bearers carried me on to the next sta^e on 
the direct road, leaving Sultaunpore two mdes to 
the right. On finding iwy mistake, I was exces^^ 
ftively vexed; but preferred returning, to travelling 
through the whole of the day. I arrived at Cap¬ 
tain lielamaine’s about one o’clock. Fortuoately, 
during the whole of the morning, there was a 
fresh oreeze feom the eastward, which was pei^ 
fectly cool. The hot winds come from the N. W. 
over the deserts that skirt the Indus. The moun¬ 
tains of Thibet render the other wind more cool 
than could be expected so near the tropic. Sul¬ 
taunpore cantonment is pleasingly situated on an 
extensive plain on the west bank of the Goomty, 
with a nullah intersecting it at right angles. In 
the rains the landscape must be pretty, as there 
are plenty of mango topes, and the river winds as 
usual. At present the heat has burnt up all vege¬ 
tation, and covered the whole country witJi a 
ru ss et brown. The cantOD men t is bui it to contain 
an entire brigade; but at this time the greater 
part of the soldiers are on duty with General 
Lake, and several of the rest are absent, assisting 
the Aumils* in collecting die Nawaub’s rents 
from the Zemindars, who frequently icfiise to pay 
without compulsion. The town is on the oppo¬ 
site side of the river* At seven in the evening I 
again set oif. I found my bearers so much worse 
than usual, that they tired hcFore they bad carried 
me half a stage; it was coKse<ineatly dark before 
we arrived, and they liail no oil. I made them 
buy some at a village, and went fast to steep. 
A^r some time I awoke, and found that the pa¬ 
lanquin was not moving on ; and hearing no noise- 
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I threw opea my doors, fering lest my bearers 
had deserted their post, a circumstance that soine- 
times occurs, and more frequently in the most un¬ 
pleasant situations^ where they are alarmed respect¬ 
ing tigers. 1 found the fellows lying on the 
ground around me, and they gave me to under¬ 
stand, chiefly by signs, that they had lost their 
way, and bad sent one of the Mussaulcliees* to 
seek for a house. I own my situation was by no 
means comfortable; we were in a jungle without 
the appearance of a road; and to add to our 
anxiety, a lurid light in the sky, with occasional 
forked lightning darting from it, and the thunder 
rolling at a distance, gave us reason to fear the 
approach of a north-wester. The country", in 
which we were, was far from being free from wild 
beasts, and robberies'were not unfrequent; to add 
to our ve^iation, our messenger returned without 
success. 1 thought that in the opposite direction 
I had heard a dog join concert with the jackals; 
I therefore sent him off again. After an hour’s 
absence he returned with a surly looking fellow, 
whom, nevertheless, a promise of a handsome pre¬ 
sent induced to undertake to put us in the road. 
At three in the morning I was cheered by hearing 
the cry of my bearers, as they entered a village, 
answered by others, and found there the first 
relay of men that Mr. Paul had sent down from 
Lucknow. To my very great astonishment I here 
found a packet of European letters, which. Mr. 
Deane had forwarded after me from Juaupore. It 
was the first I had received since leaving England; 
and the joy of finding that iny child and f riends 
were well, was a delightful contrast to the anxiety 
which the events of the night, had excited in my 
mind. 
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1 awoke about six in tbe morning. The jungle 
was fTequeiit, with mango topes ano villages j cul- 
ttvatton more scanty than in the British territories, 
Nullahs often occurred, and in many places were 
excellent stone bridges j, the road was tolemble. 
The day was cool, as the north-wester, which 1 
had feared in the night, had here rendered us ser¬ 
vice by pouring down its burden, and greatly 
cooling the air By nine o’clock I rCMhed a tent, 
which his highness the Nawaub Vizier had sent 
to receive me during the heat of the day. 1 feasted 
on an excelleut Iwt breakfast, and still more en¬ 
joyed a perfect ablution. We took an earlj? cold 
dinner, and at two set off for Lucknow, distant 
sixty miles. The bearers were excellent, but at 
the last stage M r. Paul had placed his^ own ser¬ 
vants, who, with a rapidity that astonished me, 
brought me to his house by half past six on the 
morning of the Slst of March, precisely one 
month after my leaving Calcutta. 
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Rtiidcncf at iMcknma.—Fitits to Ai> HighfiiM fAj 

Fjrjff 0 / Oifrfif.—7e the ^ Svjah vJ^Dati^tah and 

jS3oph ud-Ihieiah^—Prinre Jftrai 
—To Aimas Ati Khan. — Ckoracter of Saodui AH Khon* 
’^{yb$ertation$ &» Oudr* 

r FIXED on March SS paj ing^ my visit of cere¬ 
mony to his excellency the* Nawanb Vizier, J\fr. 
Paul had in part arranged my suwarry previously 
to my arrival; I now finally engaged the whole that 
we considered as necessary, viz. two soon tab urdars, 
sixhircarrahSj onejemmadar,* six kijiiiutgars,'f with 
one head, one mate, and ten common hearers. 

By seven in the morning 1 called on Colonel 
Scott, and being Tnoutited on one of his elephants, 

{ jroceeded towards the palace, distant the whole 
ength of the town. On entering the first court, 
we found the Vizier’s state elephanb, with their 
houdahsi and coverings, drawn out on each side, 
with his cavalrv’, camels, and led horses, richly 
caparisoned. The second court was lined with 

w ■ A who cuinmatids dJ the other«K 

t Servants that lA ftiL at tdil#. They are alwayi j\£u5iMlii:inunE. 

OB the haehs of elepbanta. The nauvei have 
ihem fliiE, With cuahioits; the Knropeaju have placed a soil iin 
^emj so that they resemble the boSy of a phaeton. The oative 
. trequHitly have oanoplca over them, richly orjiamented 
with Biiver (Lud gold. 
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troops, who received us with presented arms. It 
was impossible to advance any further on our ele¬ 
phants : we therefore quitted them* and entering 
oor palanquins, were carried through a smalkcmto 
a lar^r court, at the end of which was a palaw 
built by tlie present Kawaub, where he generally 
resides. It is a handsome edifice, surrounded by a 
verandah. At the bottom of the steps we quitted 
our palanquins, and were met by his excellency at 
the top. He embraced me as his equal. At that 
moinent a salute of seventeen guns was fired. 
We were led to a breaklast table in a room fur¬ 
nished with chairs, and every other article in the 
European style. The greatest part of ms family 
were present, but he introduced only his sewntl 
son, who is his general and prime minister. Two 
courtiers who are more particularly under the pr<^ 
lection of the English, and who have been digni¬ 
fied by them with the titles of Lord Noodle and 
Lord Doodle, were also there; hut the F/foii 1 ol> 
served with the most curiosity, was Almas All 
Khan, the .eunuch so celebrated by Mr Burke s 
pathetic account of the distresses which his wives 
an<l children suffered from the barbarity of Uiat 
“ Captain General iu Iniquity," Mr. Hastings. 
He is a venerable, old woman-Uke being, upwards 
of eighty, full six feet high* and stout in propor¬ 
tion. After all the cruel plunderings which he w 
Slated as having undergone, he Is supposed to M 
vrorth half a million of money ; and no wonder, 
when it is consideredj that for a considerable time 
he was Aumil* or renter of nearly half the province 
of Oude. The Nawaub watches with care for his 
succession, which by the eastern custom belongs to 
him With all his affluence, Almas is but a slav^ 
now nearly in his dotage, though formerly an ac¬ 
tive and intriguing courtier. 
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The breakfast ^vtook of every countiy; tea, 
coffee, ices» jellies, sweetmeats, French pies^ and 
other made dishes, bo tit hot and cold, l^c Na- 
waub himself laughed, and said tliat his French 
cook had provided rather a dinner than a break¬ 
fast. The serv'ice was English, with a profusion 
of fine cnt'glaM basons. After breakfast 1 gave a 
hint that 1 wished to depart, when the presents 
were produced, consisting of twenty trays of 
shawls, muslins, gold stuffs, &c. and one tray of 
jewels. At the door were an elephant, with a^sit- 
ver houdah, a horse with its caparisons, and a stale 
palanquin of cloth of gold. On my declining to 
accept them, he remonstrated strongly, say trig, 
that he knew very well I might accept them if I 
pleased, being totally independent of the India 
Company, and not bounil by their regulations. I 
admitted the fact, but observed tliat I considered 
the presents offered on such a public occasion, not 
as a free gift, but a kind of tribute required from a 
man qf his rank, when visited by a person in my 
situation. I consequently perse ver eil iu my refu¬ 
sal, only taking a pair of shawls, when I declared 
1 cousideTcd the compliment as equally paid. 
Presents were also offered to Colonel Scotland Mr. 
Salt, who acted in the same manner. 

His excellency much amused me by the account 
he gave of the manner in wJiicJi my arrival was 
announced to him, by tlie messenger whom he 
piaced purposely on the road; "Lord Saheb ka 
blmiija. Company ki nawasa teshrif laia;’’ llterdlly 
translated “ the Ixird (Wellesley) sisters son, and 
the grandson of Mrs. Company is arrived.” 
^lese titles originated from a belief of the natives 
* India Company is an old woman, and that 
her children. 

The ^awaub bad fixed the S5th to Tetum my 
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vi®it, and breakfast with me. Coi; Scott attended, 
to assist me in doio|r the honour^ and to act as 
interpreter. His Excellency arrived by seven. 
At breakfast he was profuse in his otter of every 
thing I could want. 1 requested the occasional 
use of one of his Hummaunis* He gave the 
proper order immediately. My next wish wats 
for the use of two of his houduh elephants, 
which were with equal readiness prauiised to be 
sent. 

On March 27, attended by Colonel Scott and 
Mr. Salt, I proceeded to breakfast with the Gene¬ 
ral Mirza Mabunied Ally, second sou anti prime 
minister to the Nawauh Vizier. He resides at a 
palace on the banks of the Goomty, calletl Hus¬ 
sein Boug. It has a very good ^rden, surrounded 
by a wall and terrace with pavilions- At one end 
is a garden-house, with a piece of water in front- 
We were received with the usual coinpliinents, and 
after breakfast the same presents were tendered as 
at his fatlier's. The General then led me to a dif¬ 
ferent part of the garden, where were a pair of 
carriage-horses, which he earnestly pressed me'to 
accept as a trifling mark of his respect and regard, 
and which were by no means a part of the present 
of ceremony, which, as 1 must have perceived, was 
complete without them, I felt pleased by 
attention, anrl assured him, that 1 would with 
pleasure have taken them, were it not that they 
would be totally useless, as I bad no carriage of 
nay own, and Mr, Paul had a superabundance of 
both. He was satisfiefl with my reasons, and we 
parted very graciously. 

I then proceeded to the hurnmaum of his Ex¬ 
cellency, which had been prepared for me. It 
consists of two rooms .at the back of a very beau- 
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tiful garden-pavilion, with, as usual, a baaon of 
water in front. They are heated by flues under the 
floor. The first room ts about twenty feet square, 
with three fountains for either hot or cold water, 
in oblong niches on three sides of the room. On 
the fourth side is the entrance into the inner room. 
At each comer is a pillar, from Avhleh arches spring 
that sustain the roof which gradually narrows into 
a cupola. The whole is covered with fine white 
chunam, omamented with black, to correspond 
with the flioor, which is entirely of white marble, 
inlaid wi th mosaic work of black and red. Here 
I completely undressed, and wrapped round my 
middle a piece of red linen. 1 was then assisted 
by two men into the other room, where the heat 
was so great as at first to take away my breath. 
This was similar in construction, except that in 
front was a bason elevated five feet from the 
ground filled with warm water, and on the right 
was anotlrer such in the floor: the fountains were 
playing into tiiC middle of the room, and being a 
little cooler than the floor, were very agreeable. 
The whole was built of red porphyry to the height 
of a few feet from the ground; "the rest, of a red 
stone. Eight fellows, in colour somewliat resem¬ 
bling the marble, and covered only with a cloth, 
now commenced their operations. They laid me 
on the door, rubbed my feet witli pumice-stones, 
kneaded all my limbs, and applied such friction 
with mohair-bags on their hands that eveiy pore 
w'as cleansed fmm the soil contracted in the jour¬ 
ney. They useil next a composition of clay and 
a perfumeH oit both of which were sent by Ins 
Excellency, with every article of silver, basons, fee. 
as used by himself. The hair was cleaned with 
a composition of dour and other substances. At 
length 1 leapt into one of the marble basons, 
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and having thoroughly washed my self from aU 
extraneous substances, came out, and was covered 
with hot cloths of a very fine texture, and with 
borders of gold. 1 returned to the next rwm, 
which felt much cooler, and gradually prepared me 
for the open air. 

The use of the hot bath is prevalent through the 
East, and, as far as 1 can judge, seems most re- 
freshing It gives *a softness to the skin, and a 
sensation of coolness, tliat at first could hardly 
expected; and by keeping the pores free from ob¬ 
struction, must be essentially bcnencial m a hot 
climate, where the inhabitants are liable, the 
excessive perspiration, to be perpetually dirty. 1 
believe it Is now perfectly ascertained that it by no 
means relaxes; and probably, ere long, the preju¬ 
dices against it being removed, it will become a 
much more fashionable remedy even in Europe. 
I suspect that we have strangely opposed it from 
its being so customary in Asia, and our having in¬ 
separably connected the ideas of Asiatics and efte- 
minacv. Mr. Bruce has ably ilefended the use ot 
hot baths in tropical climates. 

I received presents of game, and some cupous 
mountain birds, from his Excellency the \izier. 
Almas the eunuch paid me a \isit: he i^clri here 
in much consideration from the promitient part Jie 
has borne in politics. When Lord W ellesley was 
here, be was veiy anxious for the honour of a 
visit from his Excellency, who con>iCTitctl, on 
condition that Almas shouid subscribe ten 1®“ 
the Company’s loan. This was done, and the 
visit was paid- He was notorious for bis rigid 
strictness in exacting his dues, and is supposed 
to have in bis possession at least halt a crore. 

In the morning of March 29 two elephants, with 
very handsome silver houdaiis, were sent by the 
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Nawamb to atteod my orders. 1 was engaged to 
dine this day with his Excellency : Colonel Scott 
was to accompany, and interpret for me. 1 had 
determined to take the lame opportunity of pay¬ 
ing my visit to the Begum his motlier. Almut 
four o'clock, one of his sons arris'ed to attend me 
to the^ palace, and a younger one to pay tlie same 
compliment to Colonel Scott We passed through 
the outer courts of tlie palace on our elephants, 
and at length entered the garden of the zenana. 
His Highness, with his usual court, was waiting to 
receive us at a ^rden-house, situateti opposite to 
the zenana itself, between which extem^d a ba¬ 
son of water w'ith fountains, the whole length of 
the garden. We were seated in a verandah, and 
the eunuchs passed to and fro, bringing polite 
messages from the old Jady, with thanks for the 
compliment of the visit. The aenana was a hand¬ 
some building, but had a most melancholy ap¬ 
pearance from the wooden lattice-work on the 
outside of the w'indows. Her virgin daughters re¬ 
side with her, some of whom are upwards of forty 
years old, and their establishment of slaves. His 
Excellency Irere introduced his youngest son, an 
immoderately fat, * laughing boy, who first ap¬ 
peared .\^h a message to me from his grandmo- 
tlier. tie is his father s favourite. After sitting a 
proper time, presents, as usual, were produced, and 
I accepted two shawls from the old lady. We 
then walked close to the zenana, (probably that its 
inmates might have an opportunity of more closely 
examining the Lord Saheb,) towards a tent, where 
his Excellency occasionally sleeps, and from that 
to the palace, where he first received me. It is a 
^“'^jbrta-hle English.gentleman's house, with 
suitable fruniture, beds, prints and chairs. He is 
his own architect, and really has considerable 


HiCKSOW. 


109 


taste, though of course nothing can be tnore in- 
qorrecttbanniaiiyoftlie oraam ents. hieishighly 
gratified by any comparisou between himaelf aod 
the Prince of Wales. The room at dinner was very 
well lighted up, and a band of music (which the 
Nawaub had purchased from Colonel Morris) 
played English tunes during the whole time. The 
scene was so singular, and so contrary to all my 
ideas of Asiatic manners, that 1 could hardly per¬ 
suade myself that tiie whole was not a masquerade. 
An English apartment, a baud in English regi¬ 
mentals, playing English tunes; a room- lighted 
by magnificent English girandoles, English tables, 
chairs, and looking-glasses; an English service 
of plate; English knives, forks, spoons, wine 
glasses, decanters and cut glass vases—how could 
these convey any idea that we were seated in the 
court of an Asiatic Prince ? The profusion of at¬ 
tendants was indeed of that country; and in no 
other would the guards and ouUof-door servants 
have filled every door-way, and even crowded 
round the table. After dinner, the bottle passed 
freely for a short time : about eight we rose up to 
retire, and after the compiiment of attar, were con¬ 
ducted to the head of the steps where our palan¬ 
quins were waiting. 

1 had paid his Excellency tiie Vizier the com¬ 
pliment of first visiting Ilia own mother: 1 also 
accompanied Colonel Scott on a visit to the Begum 
of the late Xawaub. She resides in the zenana of 
ills palace, a building going rapidly to decay, and 
without any beauty external 'or internal. We 
were admitted into the interior, where a small gar¬ 
den, with a bason of water and a siimmer-house, 
formed the only ornaments. I was received by 
her nepheWpJrt'bo is married to a daughter of the 
present Vizier, Wc were at a very small distance 
jforn her, but the thick purdahs gave us no hopes 
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of a peep. The usual luess^es were can-ied across 
by the euuuchs, and she mibrmed Colonel Scott 
that she meant to proceed to Mecca, as soon as 
she had married some of her nephews and nieces, 
I however suspect the design will never be put 
into execution: she is rich, and is considered as 
uoder the protection of the English. Our su* 
warrys were not admitted into the garden; it was 
a high compliment that I was permitted to a]>- 
proach so near, for Colonel Scott informs me that 
a miserable room on the outside is the usual place 
of ;iudience. Presents were tendered as at the 
Vizier's, and wreaths of artificial iloweia and foil 
were thrown around our necks. 

Mr. Ouseley gave a dinner to me, at which his 
Excellency w'as present. He was in iiigh spirits, 
and excessively, civil to me; he said, that now v]> 
sits of ceremony w’ere oi'cr, he hoped we should 
be on the most intimate terms—^that- all he had 
hitherto done w'as in consequence of Lord W^elles- 
ley’s wishes, notified to him by the Resident; but 
that ROW he should endeavour to prove to me that 
he could do much more out of personal regard. 
On taking leave, he put his hand into mine, and 
in that manner accompanied ine to the door. On 
returning home, 1 found the old Begum had sent 
me a dinner, which at no time would be particu¬ 
larly good, and of course was not much mended 
by waiting three hours, hly servants were well 
pleased at getting it; her people were equally sa¬ 
tisfied with twelve rupees for bringing it The 
General sent ninety-six rupees to be distributed 
among my servants, and the Begum twenty for the 
same purpose. According to t^he custom of the 
country, my own servant, as my head domestic, 
might have appropriated to himself forty of these; 
but to his credit he declined any part, saying, he 
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supposed it was meant only for the native ser¬ 
vants. 

Tlie Prince Mirza Soolimaun Shekoo bad fixed 
a day to receive my visit. He is the third son of 
the King, and quitted Delhi in hopes of being 
provided for, as his elder brother liad been. He is 
allowed 6,000 rupees per month by the Kawaub 
Vizier, a sum which is fully adequate to supply his 
wants, except that, occasionally, his Excellency 
sufifers bis pensioo, as well as those of hla other de¬ 
pendents, to be very considerably in arrears. The 
Prince keeps up as much state as possible, and 
even treats the Nawaub as he would treat him if 
he were on the throne of Delhi in the fulness of 
power, and tlic Vizier an actual slave. He re¬ 
ceives the nazur from him whenever they meet on 
public occasions, without any inclination of the 
bead, or salam in return. Last year he went out 
to meet his Excellency when returning from a 
hunting party in tlie lislls. The Nawaub quilted 
bis elephant, and advancing to that of the Prince, 
presented Ins nazur, which was taken by the mo- 
hont* and put into tlie houdah : he then returned 
without any further notice. A third son has made 
bis appearance, but neither the Vizier nor the Bri¬ 
tish recognize him, and he lives as a private man. 
The one who fled from Benares, as being impli¬ 
cated in Vizier All's conspiracy, lives a prisoner in 
Furuckabad. Attended by Colonel Scott atul Mr. 
Salt, ] arrived at tlie Prince’s garden-gate about 
ten o’clock. Tlie place is small, and tlie bouse 
faces the entrance. In front of it a large awning 
was spread; the door was covered witli white linen, 
npon which cliairs were placed. On our entering 

* The driver, wfao beiog Beatcd on the apek of the elephont^ h 
much nearej- the ground ihm tlie perscin In the huudsU^ 
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the gate he advoTiced from the liouae^ we maile 
our aalarna, and met him a little in front of the 
t'halts. He embraced me, and we proceeded to the 
cliairs. His countenance is fine, and expressive of 
much greater abilities, and a more cultivated un¬ 
derstand ing, than were displayed in the appear^ 
ance of eitlier of bis nephews; his manners more 
stately, but |»lished. He looked the Prince, and 
nothing in his behaviour disgraced his royal de* 
scent. Our visit was as short as propriety would 
admit. 

On a day appointed, Mr, Salt and 1 set off on 
elephants to visit the Nawaub at one of bis coun- 
tr}‘ seats, situated about three miles beyond the 
palace. We arrived there in a little more than an 
hour, and found his Excellency waiting for us. It 
is called Baroun, and was built by himself after a 
plan of bis own. The architecture is an imitation, 
of Grecian, with many feu Its, yet a very fine por¬ 
tico, rising the whole height of the house, gives a 
OTnsiderabie degree of grandeur to the front. It 
is a vast pile, but contains only one large room on 
each floor. The furniture is European, and the 
walla are ornamented with portraits of his English 
friends, and the difterent Generals who have visit¬ 
ed this place. His Excellency was dressed in 
boots and nankeen breeches, with a long riding 
coat of velvet. On the roof is erected a range of 
small rooms, which occasionally serves as a aenana, 
being surrounded by a high parapet wall. It is 
liardly finished, and has not yet been inhabited. 
H c all returned to the palace on our elephants. 
Tlie crowd of beggars was prodigious, to whom 
he very sparingly threw rupees. '1 wo very singu¬ 
lar vehicles were in waiting for me to examine, 
Tlicy were both on wheels, somewhat resembling 
lar^ elephant houdahs, with coverings, and drawn 
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l)y those animals. TJiey went at a considerable 
i-ate, thoug^hone was as large as a small room. I be¬ 
lieve it is the bi'st tinre elephants liavc been used 
in India for draught: artillery they only push 
along with their trunks, Lord Wellesley liad mo¬ 
dels sent down, in hopes of applying the idea to a 
military purpose. 

I breakfasted one morning witli Almas, who en¬ 
tertained us with a nautch and- mimics: with the 
latter 1 was amused, and found it impossible not 
to laugh immoderately. They exhibited a kind of 
play or tale. A young fellow is giving way to all 
kinds of debauchery with a party of nautch-girls, 
when his uncle, a religious man, pays him a visit 
The manner of hts behaviour when his uncle is 
present, and when his back is turned, forms the 
chief business: at length he gets quite drunk, and 
beats his uncle out of the Iiouse, The chief perfor¬ 
mer had an admirable command of countenance, and 
went through his part with great effect In the 
course of the day, a message arrived from his Ex¬ 
cellency, through Colonel Scott, inviting me to 
the festival of tlic Led, and informing me that as 
this is a day of ceremonv, iiis son would attend to 
conduct me early in the morning. 

I wa.s up by four, in order to be ready for the 
Prince, who did not make Ills appearance till near 
six._ Mr. Gmtit mounted my elephant with me; 
we joined Colonel Scott, and all set off together for 
the palace, where his Excellency was waiting our 
arrival to commence the procession. After pay¬ 
ing our compliments to liim, he mounted his elc- 

E hant, with a covered houdah, his youngest sod 
ut one, as usual, sitting behind him. We now 
quitted the palace, but at the slowest of possible 
paces, rirst went a party of his troops; then a 
very fine <lisplay of hundreds of state palauquius 
voc. 1. I 
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more like houdahs, borne by meo, composed of 
lookmg-gUss pan n els, covered with gild in g and 
paintings of flowers. There were others of the 
usual shape: these were uncommonly rich, ami 
shone finely in the sun. Next went a collection 
of singers, and players on different instruments, 
making a most horrible uproar. Then the Na- 
wanb, supported on each side by Colonel Scott 
and myself. i\ftev us our secretaries, the different 
officers of his court, and numerous other natives 
on their elephants. As each joined tlm procession, 
the elephant went down on Iris knees to the 
Nawaub, and the master rose up and made his 
salam. Behind all, were liis Excellency's ^are 
elephants, with open and covered houdahs of dif¬ 
ferent degrees of splendor. Soldiers bearing flags 
mixed with the crowd in every direction. The 
Nawauh threw money among tlie people as we 
passed througli the town, and I could not but ad¬ 
mire the generous care of the elephants, who cau¬ 
tiously* avoided injuring any ot the people, who 
were scrambling for the money absolutely under 
their feet. Williout adding to our speed, we pass¬ 
ed on till we arrived at the large plain in front of 
the palace of Baroun. liere we quitted the road, 
and found his Excellency’s spare camels, horses, 
&c, draurn up on each side with their attendants. 
The horses were painted of every colour, wdiich 
produced a whimsical effect. Next were the Can- 

• There n rciiiBrb,ab]e iikitance of llie su^o^ity ofllie ele- 
phanl upon Lord Wen4slt3'^5 entrance into Lucknow. Froin iht 
pressure of those in the rear, I wo of the firti clephanla were 
irresistibly pushed ibtw'ELrd upon tbe trowed of people cullECted to 
view tbe spectai^lei uud lu gather up the rupees distributed by 
Lord and the Vjjicr. The ouiiquJs, And lug that they 

tould not reaUt thti presaurei regularly remciveil with their pro- 
bosc€s ih^ peoplt^ whom they niti&t otUtrw jk have beeu obliged 
to tratopk upon. 
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dalmr horse, and the other soldiers in his Excel¬ 
lency's pay; and lastly the whole of the two 
battalions of the 10th I'egiiiient were drawn up on 
the left, close to the tents, and saluted with pre¬ 
sented arms and lowering of colours, as the Vizier 
passed the line. 

We alighted in front of a very large tent of 
white linen, the ground being cov'ered with the 
same materia), where the Mahomedans all re¬ 
paired to pray, The English, witli the officers 
of the battalion, entered a lar^c tent on one side, 
where breakfast was set out tor the whole party. 
In about ten minutes notice was sent to me^ as 
I had previously requested, that the sacrifice of 
the camel was going to commence. I immediately 
hastened into a small in closure, 'where I found 
a very line young camel without blemish, and a 
Cape ram painted red, also without blemish. 
Close to the latter a hole was dug in tlie ground, 
over which he was laid, and his throat cut. The 
camel must be killed by the chief in person, 
or by some holy man in liis presence. TJie lat¬ 
ter was now the case. Tlie animal was bound 
by cords round his feet to the ground, and his 
head raised by a rope attached to a pole, A 
sharp spear of steel was tlie weapon, with which 
the priest twice attempted in vain, to wound 
the artery in the breast ; the third time be suc¬ 
ceeded, and the camel soon bled to deatli. 1 
enquired the cause of this festival, and was in¬ 
formed that it was in commemoration of the 
preservation of Islnnael in the desert, and the 
substitution of a ram for Isaac. We now ad¬ 
journed to the breakfast tent, where every thing 
was provided, and where a portion of the camel 
and ram soon made its appearance, 'fhe flcsli 
of the former was very sweet, and I should have 

I 2 


116 


ttrCKNOV. 


liked it much liad it been more tender, Hii 
Excelleucy ordered a part of it to be sent home 
to me. The day was now far advanced, and 1 
dreaded the heat in returning; from this fear, 
however, I was soon relieved by hi$ Excellency’s 
in formation that he had ordered his cuss palan¬ 
quin* to be in wailing for me, and begged I 
would use it, I acceptttl it with tlianks, and a 
fellow runtiing by my side with water kept the 
cuss so wet, that 1 arrived at the palace as cool as 
if I had passed three miles in England, whilst 
an inner lining of linen prevented me from be¬ 
ing touched by the water. 

We were conducted to the palace, where the Na- 
waub held a durbar, seated In state on hismusnud, 
which was handsomely covered with silver plates, 
with ornaments of gold. Over hia head was a 
canopy of velvet richly embroidered, and supported 
by four light silver pillars to match the musnud. 
On his right hand were seated the English gen¬ 
tlemen; on his left, his sons and brotnere; the 
dltreient courtiers, eunuchs, &c. stood behind and 
in front, He was dressed perfectly plain. As 
soon as he mounted the musuud, his family and 
servauts began to present their nazurs. First his 
brothers made theirs; next his sons: from all 
these he received the nazur himself, embraced 
them, and with his own hands put on therr ijeads 
turbans ornamented with jewels. They were then 
clothed with khelauts by his chief eunuch, and 
afterwards he himself presented them with shawls, 
belts, swords, shields, and daggers. They then 
presented another nazur, made their bow, and 
retired to their seats. From some of the othei^s he 

* fibniMij ajid note of o grass, whjeb 

ue formed into Uie coverifut of palimctiiUj and the lA'oter 
tbrown OD UtetD. 
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made a servant take the nazur, and gave them 
nothing. Others he embraced and took it him¬ 
self, giving them dresses of difterent values, but 
not always putting on the turban, or any part 
himself. Tlie artists brought specimens of tnelr 
works, ^llie General must have been nearly 
melted, as lie received two entire dresses, all of 
which, except the turbans, he continued to wear at 
the same time. Tliink what he mast have suffered 
with two shields, two swords suspended by large 
bells, two daggers, four robes, and four shawls 
thrown over his shoulders in such an excessively 
. hot day! His Excellency was in high good hu¬ 
mour, but said he would delay receiving the nazurs 
of the inferior people till evening, that he might 
no longer detain us in the heat. He took me to 
see a small temple he had built in the gardens^ over 
a bason for gold and silver bsh. It was circular, 
and adorned with paintingSj in compartments, of 
the most beautiful b$h, copied from a French work. 
After taking a proper leave, I adjourned to the 
hummaum, to wash off the dust of the day. 

Having breakfasted withhisExceitcncy, I went 
to see his menagerie. The birds were few, and not 
curious. A great number of different goats were as¬ 
sembled, and roost fantastically painted. A few 
tleer of the country, atiger, atigcr-cat, and rhinoce¬ 
ros, w%re also there; but the most intejesting sight 
was several goats from Cashmere. The Nawaub 
has tried to proente the breed, but without success. 
The Cashmerians wdll only send him down castrated 
males. Tlie fine wool, from which the shawls are 
made, grows only in very' small quantities uuder. 
the hair in winter. It is an additional protection 
granted to them by Providence in the mountains. 
Probably were they removed to the level country 
of Oude, the quantity would be so much diminished 
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as to answer no purpose. I could discover very 
little on those in his Excellency’s possession. 

The annjseTTtent of one day was to be a fight of 
elephants, 'i'be plain was crowded with specta¬ 
tors, and will: a body of foot and cavalry armed 
with spears. The elephants chosen were in must,* 
and attended each by their female, whom they 
followed quietly till they saw the crowd. They 
then set off at a very quick pace, aud would easily 
have overtaken the people on foot, had.not their 
attention been called off by the horseraenj who 
rode up so close to them as sometimes even to 
touch them with their spears. The elephant thus* 
touched instantly turned his resentment against 
the horseman, whom, however, he pursued in vain. 
The instant he caught a sight of his antagonist, he 
rushed forward to meet liim; and the shock was 
so violent as generally to raise one of them on his 
liind feet. Their trunks were elevated in the air, 
and they continued to push against each other for 
some time; one generally receding as the other 
ad;'anced. I was surprised that the mohouts were 
able to keep their seats.i' 7’hey seemetl anxious 
for the glory of their animals, encouraged them, 
and drove them on with their sharp iron spears. 
After it was thought that a jiair had fought suffi¬ 
ciently, they were allured off the ground by their 
females, who were indeed the cause of all this war¬ 
fare. The first pai r w ere COwa rds, and ran away: the 
second and third behaved veiy well; but the fourth 
gave us the neatest amusement. The strongest 
drove the other into the river, where lie followed 
him. They threw water against each other, and 

* H«U. 

+ On ihesa occasions ihty tit on the ctnUt of the aniitmj's 
hack, to be out of the reach of the truok of the Adverse elf^tact. 
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made several attacks, Tlie weakest, however, 
when he came to the opposite bank, retreating 
still backwards, found the elevation of the ground 
assist liitn so much, tliat he made a s^nd, and pre-* 
vented the other from advancing. For some time 
they continued looking at eacli other, till the mo- 
hout of the weaker drove his elephant into the 
middle of the stream, where they had a last strug¬ 
gle, in wliich the victory was midecided. It was 
considered as a very admirable hght, and cer¬ 
tainly was a scene well worth seeing once, but not 
oftener, Thei-e was no variety, nor was any skill 
shewn in their attack: it was mere brutal force 
and the only visible injury was the excoriation of 
their faces, From the elevated summer-house we 
liad an excellent view of the whole without any 
danger; fortunately no accident happened, 

I went one day to view the Ina Khan ah, where 
are depositerl apart.of the whimsicai curiosities pur- 
cliased by the late Vizier Asof-ud-Dowlali, consist¬ 
ing of several thousand mug]ish prints framed and 
glazed, Chinese drawings and ornaments, mirrors 
of all shapes and sizes, lustres, and innumerable 
other articles of European manufacture. The 
clocks are tlie most valuable part of the collec¬ 
tion, several of them being richly oroamented with 
jewels. Asof-ud-Dowlah was anxious to ptoeure 
every thing that was singular, or that lie lieard 
praised; the price was of no consequence; and the^ 
imbecility ot his mind rendered him a dupe oi 
those who, like general IMartln, placed no bounds 
to their extortions. One of his objects was more 
worthy of a sovereign, which was to render his 
capital an object of admiration. For this pur¬ 
pose, he always inquired after what was consi¬ 
dered as splendid in other countries. When one 
of iris ministers returned from Calcutta, he asked 
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liim wliat was tlie finest work he bad seen there; 
and on being told that it was Fort William, he 
immediately insisted on having a Fort William 
built at Lucknow, It was with great difficulty he 
could be induced to abandon his plan, on a reprC' 
sentation of its inutility, and great ex pence. The 
Kumi Derwazah was built after the mode! of one 
of the gates of Constantinople, at least as he sup- 
jiosed, though it is of that light, elegant, but 
fantastic architecture, which has some little re¬ 
semblance to the Gotliic and Moriaco, hut none 
to the Grecian. The Imaumbarali, the mosque 
attached to it, and tlie gateways that lead to it, 
arc beautiful specimens of tViis architecture. From 
the brilliant white of the composition, and the 
minute delicacy of the workmanship, an enthusiast 
might suppose that Genii had been the artificers. 
The vast sun^s expended by Asof-ud-Dowlah 
brought to Lucknow merchants of large property 
from all parts of India, and the trade between 
Cashmere and Bengal in a considerable degree 
took the same direction. The town rapidly in¬ 
creased in extent, and prosperity,* and even now 
when tra<le receives less encouragement under Saa- 
dut Ali, it does not visibly decline, 

kfy boats arrived from Calcutta with my heavy 
baggage April 2£i; having had a verv favourable 
voyage for this season. They left‘Calcutta on 
the 22nd of February. All my servants and my 
Dewan Gopinaut had previously arrived, so tliat 
I now found nvyself completely settled. The 
whole town has ^is day assumed a melancholy 
appearance, as it is the eve of the Moharam, a fes¬ 
tival of ten days duration, most religiously kept 
followers of Ali, In commemoration of I he 
ftassan and Hosseiu, on which occasion 
they change their coloured turbans and sashes for 
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Uack ouMj xmless entitled to wear green, as de¬ 
scendants of Mahomed. The present Nawanb, as 
a Persian, is of the sec^ of Ali, or a Shiite. So are 
most of tlie Malioinedans in India, except the 
Royal Family, who, as Tartars, are Soonles. E^'ery 
prince has a place appropriated to the celebratiou, 
adorned with numerous lamps, See, This is called 
the Iinaumbarah. In it are placed the supposed 
tombs of these young men, made of different ma¬ 
terials, according to the respective wealth of the 
owner. The nobles also at tlieir own houses have 
similar festivals. Tlie late Kawaub kept it with 
great splendor, sometimes expending a lac of ru¬ 
pees on the occasion. Saadut Ali is more econo¬ 
mical, and even iiielteri down several ornaments 
used for the occasion, made of silver and gold : 
one or two of them produced a lac each in bullion. 

On the last day ot the Moliaram 1 met tlie pro¬ 
cession of mourners attend in g the supposed horse 
of Ilossein, which is represented as pierced on 
every siile by arrows. Mussulmaun prejudices are 
now so weakened in India, that the procession was 
stopped at iny request, and, that I might view the 
hoase with more facility, he was brought close to 
my ]jalanqnin. The Imaumbarali is certainly the 
most beautiful building I have seen in India; it 
was erected by the late Nawaub, for the rlouhle 
purpose of celebrating this festival, and of serving 
as a burial place for himself. It consists of three 
very long and finely proportioned apartnrents, 
running parallel to each otiier ; in the middle oiw 
is his tomb, level with the ground. The centre is 
earth, covered with a scanty herbage, and sur.. 
rounded with a broad margin of white marble, in 
which sentences from the Koran are inlaid in 
black. At one end lies the sword, turban. See. 
which be wore when he died. Over it is a ridi 
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canopy supported by four pillars, covered with 
cloth of gold, now in decay. Unfortunately, it 
was necessary to place his tomb diagonally, that 
he might lie in a proper Xfahomeclan position re¬ 
specting Mecca; and, consequently, instead of an 
ornament it is an unsightly object. He left one 
hundred rupees per day to forty fakirs to read the 
Koran, and pray for him; but tiiis, the present 
Nawaub thouglit extravagant; and, observing 
that their father had but five, has reduced the 
number from forty to ten. The approach to the 
building is through a seiy large quadrangle to a 
garden, elevated a small height; on one side of 
which is a very beautiful mosque, and on the 
other the JQolee palace. The Imaumbarah itself is 
built oii an elevated terrace, which oii this occa¬ 
sion gave-still more splendor to the innumerable 
lights placed upon it; yet even these could not 
diminish the effect of the thousands of girandoles, 
filled with wax-candles, which were suspended 
from tlie roof at different heights, ami were re¬ 
flected by the different coloured cut glass, tvhich 
conqjosed them. Tlie floor was covered with 
candles, likewise in glass branches, leaving only 
sufficient space for the crowd to pass, The thir<l 
apartment was filled from one end to the other 
with d range of silver temples or cenotaphs, raised 
on platforms about three feet from the ground, in 
which were placed the supposed tombs of the two bro¬ 
thers. Tlies e were bri 11 iantly i 11 uin i nated, both from 
theceiling, and bycandles placed around in branches. 
1 think they were at least twenty in number, and 
were worth from i0,000 to a lac of rupees each. 
In different parts of the building prayers were said; 
and every evening all unbelievers, and followers 
of Omar, Otbman, and Abubeker were anathema¬ 
tised, to the edification of the Hindoos, who, on 
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tills occasion, crowtled there m great numbers. 
Disturbances Iiave frequently taken place; but as 
far as I can learn, this Moharam passed quietly, 
and without any loss of life.* 

I breakfasted with the Nawaub on Hay 2“, to 
be present at a tiger fight. A- space of about 
fifty feet square had been fenced off on the jiiain, 
betiveeii the Dowlat Khanab and the river, in 
front of the Sungi Baraderi, a building open in 
the Asiatic style, raised about twenty teet from 
the ground, and which is occasionaily used as 
a breakfast or banqueting room. It formed one 
side of the square already mentioned, and was 
covered with a lattice work of bamboos several 
feet high, lest the tiger by a violent spring, should 
make his way amongst us, a circumstance that, 
on a former occasion, nearly occurred. On the 
three other skies was a lattice work of bamboos, 
sustained by very strong ]»iliars of timber drii'eo 
firmly into the ground, perfectly securing the 
crowd on the outside from <laiiger, The tiger 
was in a small cage on the sitle, from which he 
w'as driven by fire*works. He took several turns 
round the area, and eyed us most attentively.- A 
buffalo was now driven in, on which he quickly 
retired to one corner: the other watched liim, but 
did not seem inclined to commence the attack. 
By fire-ivorks the tiger was several times obliged 
to move, when the buffalo invariably arivanced a 
little towards him; but, on his lying down, 
stopped and eyed him for 5r>nie time. Seven other 
buffaloes w^ere now introduced, but with all our 
excitements we could not induce either party to 
comineoce the attack. A dog was throw'D into 
the area by some one. He retreated into a comer, 

* For an account of tbe origin and purpose of tbt stnicturei 
celled IroaiuDbarab, «eo AppeDdi.t, 
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into wliicli the tiger also was soon driven by the 
fire-works; tmt, on the little anirnaVs snarling at 
hinij he quickly retired to anotlier corner. Tlie 
Nawaub then sent for an clenbant. The first ajr- 
proach of this beast caused the tiger to give a cry 
of terror, and to run into a corner, where by a 
spring he attempted to leap over the fence. In 
this be failed; and the elephant approaching by 
direction of his rider attempted to throw himself 
on his knees on the tiger. This the latter avoided, 
and inimediately ran to another place. All the 
exertions of the mohout could not induce the ele¬ 
phant to make a second attack; but advancing to 
the gate, he began to push against it, and soon 
made his way good. The tiger did not attempt to 
take advantage of the opening, but lay panting 
in a corner, A second elephant was now intro¬ 
duced, who immediately rushed towards the tiger, 
and made a kneel at mm. The tiger, however, 
sprang on his forehead, where he fixed by his teeth 
and claws, till the animal, raising his head, with a 
* violent jerk, dashed him on the ^onnd, so com¬ 
pletely bruised, tliat he was not able to rise. The 
elephant did not choose to stay to complete his 
victory; but rushing against the side of tlie enclo¬ 
sure, with his tusks raised up the whole frame¬ 
work of timber and bamboos, with a great num¬ 
ber of people hanging on it. The alarm wiis great, 
and they scrambled off as soon as possible, llie 
elephant made his way through, fortunately hurt¬ 
ing no one; and the tiger was too mucli exhaust¬ 
ed to follow, The sun was now lav advanced, and 
the heat so considerable, that the fight was ad¬ 
journed aim die. 

This wa-s one of the most extraordinary seasons 
ever known. Usually the north-westers set in 
early in May, and continue to cool the air by their 
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frequent recurrence; in the course of ten years 
there has never been a May without them. Yet 
till the last riay of May we had not a single shower 
from the time of my arrival. In the evening, the 
heat being very oppressive, I was sitting in my 
apartment on the terrace-roof of the house, when 
a sudden gloom and distant thunder induced me to 
go out on the terrace. The wind, which had been 
easterly, was now jierfectly lulled, A very dark 
blue cloud arose from the west, and at length 
covered half the sky. The thunder W'as not loud, 
and the air was perfectly still. The birds 
were flying very high, and making a terrible 
screannug. At length a dark brown cloud appear¬ 
ed from the western horizon, and came on with 
considerable rapidity. The whole town of Luck¬ 
now, with its numerous minars, was between me 
and the cloud, and the elevation of my terrace 
gave me an excellent opportunity of observing it. 
When at about tlje distance of a mile, it had all 
the appearance of a smoke from a vast fire, volume 
rolling over volume in wild confusion, at the same 
time raising itself high in the air. As it ap¬ 
proached, it had a dingy red appearance; and by 
concealing the most distant minars from my view, 
convinced me tltat it was sand borne along by a 
whirlwind. The air contimied perfectly still; the 
clouds cf sand had a dchned exterior; nor did the 
wind a moment precede it. It. came on with a 
rushing sound, and at length reached us with such 
violence, as to oblige me to take shelter in roy 
eastern verandah, Even there the dust was dri¬ 
ven with a force that prevented me from kcepiog 
my eyes open. The darkness became every mo¬ 
ment greater, and at length it was black as night. 
It nd^t well be called palpable darkness; for the 
wind now changing a little to the southward; 
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broiiglit on tlie storm with ten-fold v'iokncc, anti 
nearly sniotbered us ith dust. It blevir so vio¬ 
lently, that the noise of the thunder was fVe- 
quentlv drowned by the whistling of the wind in 
the trees and buildings. The total darkness lasted 
about ten minutes; wdien at length it gradually 
gave way to a terrifically red, but dingy light, 
which 1, at first, attributetl to a fire in the towm. 
The rain now poured down in torrents, and the 
wind changed to due south. In about an hour 
from its commencement the sky began to clear, 
the tiifaun went off to the eastward, and the wind 
immediately returned to that quarter. The air 
was perfectly cool, and free from dust. Although 
all my windows and doors had been kept closed, 
and there were tattys on the outside, yet the sand 
was so penetrating, that it had covered my bed 
and furniture with a complete ccat of dust. Mr. 
Paul informed me that he once was caught in a 
north-wester on tlie banks of the Ganges, when 
the tlarkuess lasted for several hours. Ihis, how¬ 
ever, was one of tiie most tremendous that had 
ever been behekl at Lucknow. One person was 
literally frightened to death. There is, indeed, no 
danger from the storm itself, but the fires in the 
houses are in such situations that a blast might 
easily drive a spark against their thatched ro^s, 
heated already by the sun; in which case, the 
darkness would probably preclude the possibility 
of saving any part of the town. It Is equally pro¬ 
bable that a roof may be blown in, whitdi would 
have the same melancholy conseijuences. The 
long draught had pulverised so mucb of the coun¬ 
try, ami so completely annihilated vegetation on 
the sandy plains, that the tufaun brought uritli it 
more sand than usual; and to that alone must be 
attributed the perfect darkness. It was the most 
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magnificent and awful aight I ever belield; not 
even escepting a storm at sea, Tlie wind in both 
cases was of equal violencCj but nelilier tlie billows 
of the ocean, nor the sense of danger, affected my 
mind so much as this preteinatuml darkness. 

On June 3, I visited Constantia, once the resi¬ 
dence of General Martin. A strange fantastical 
building of every species of architecture, and 
adorned with minute stucco fr et*work, enormous 
red lions with lamps instead of eyes, Chinese man¬ 
darins and ladies with shaking heads, and all the 
gods and goddesses of the heathen mythology* 
It has a handsome effect at a distance, from a lofty 
tower in the centre with four turrets^ but on a 
nearer approach, the wretched taste of the orna¬ 
ments only excites contempt. A more extraordi¬ 
nary' combination of Gothic towers, and Grecian 
pilasters, I believe, was never b^ore devised. 
Within, the hall is very fine, but the other apart¬ 
ments are small and gloomy, loaded witli stucco¬ 
work painted yellow, to imitate gilding. It is not 
yet finished, but by his will lie has directed tliat 
it shall be completed according to his own plan. 
He bequeathed it to the public as a serai, every 
stranger being permitted to take up his residence 
there for two months. As yet this has been no 
advantage to any one; his executors having been 
more employed in defending Ins property against 
the numerous claimants tliat have started up, than 
in carrying this pant of lus will into effect. 

A more infamous or despicable character than 
the late General Martin never existed. He had 
not a single virtue, though he laboured to assume 
the appearance of several. He took the female 

* Many of tbase Iiftve been Uimolisbed, and nmit erf them in¬ 
jured, by the earthiiitake of tbe 1st of Septealter. 
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orpliati children of two of his friends, declaring 
that lie would educate and provide for them both; 
but when they reached the age of twelve, they 
uii;villingly beeame his concubines. His death 
was supposed to be tlie consequence of tlie perpe¬ 
tration of tliis last crime. Another child he pro¬ 
mised to educate, and actually sent to England, 
and during bis life he had the credit of having 
done a generous. action; but on his death, every 
item that he had expended was found in his ac¬ 
counts debited to the father, with an especial or¬ 
der to his executors to recover the whole. His 
fortune was raised by fraud and usury to upwards 
of two hundred thousand pounds, independent of 
houses; yet with affluence to which he had never 
been brought up, and which, of course, he knew 
not how to enjoy, he never did a generous act, and 
never had a friend. 11 is dependents, who had 
faithfully served him tlirough life, he left to po¬ 
verty at his death. To his brother, who came out 
hither, he liberally gave fifty rupees per month, 
saying, with a curse, " Let him work for his bread, 
as I have done!” In an account of his life which 
I have seen, it is said tint he made a great deal of 
money by securing the property of the natives in 
troublesome times, on their paying him twelve per 
cent Tlie Ihct is, that he opened a regular pawn¬ 
broker’s shop, where he advanced twelve per cent, 
on any goods or jewels, the people having a right to 
redeem thern within the year'by paying twenty- 
four per cent.; but if that was not done, lie kept 
them for ever; and this very frequently happen¬ 
ed; sometimes even by his own management in 
keeping out of the way towards the en<l of the 
period; so that his debtors, if capable and willing, 
had no means of redeeming their pledges. Tlie 
late Nawaub's idioticai propensities were another 
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fruitful source of profit to liim ; he purchased dif- 
fei-ent articles in Europe, and sold them at tOOA 
SOO/. or 500L per cent, lending him at the same 
time money to pay himself at 31 per cent, per 
mouth. In this branch of his profit I am sorry 
to say that many English,, resident at Lucknow^ 
deeply participated. General Martin certainly 
loved his money dearly; hut he loved fame still 
mort;, and at an immense expence he laboured to 
acquire it. From this idea he built the vast man¬ 
sions in this neighbourhood, and finished them in 
the most expensive manner; and from the same 
idea, the mass of his property is bequeathed tO' 
charitable purposes. Fame he may prohabiy ob¬ 
tain, but it Is a species of fame that no good man 
would desire; and, if he is ha,nded down to poste¬ 
rity as a man who raised liimself to riches and 
power from the condition of a private soldier, it 
will also be added, that his riches were contami¬ 
nated by the raetlr^s employed in obtaining them, 
and that his character was stained by almost eveiy 
vice that can disgrace human nature. My visit 
was to a Air. Quiros, a Portuguese native, wlio 
haviog acted as clerk to the late General, was by 
him left one of the executors to his will, by which 
he has thriven well, and is now becoming a man 
of considerable property. 

After dinqer several of us visited the Generals 
tomb, which is down stairs in the centre of the 
house. It Is a plain marble slab, relating that he 
came out to India a private soldier, and died a Ma¬ 
jor-General; and though he nominally died a 
Protestant, yet by his s|>ecial directions, the spec¬ 
tators are in tbe last line requested to pray for his 
soul. The tomb is placed in an arclied vault, the 
approach to which ia by a circular room of larger 
dimensions. There are two other similar vaults, 
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one on each side. Hi$ apartment faces the entrance, 
and the four doors answer to each other. On a 
ntchc over the tablet is placed his bust, which is 
said to be like, tliough he himself never was pleased 
with it. To the house is annexed a very noble 
garden, and extensive mango tope. The country 
around is a barren sand, and dead flat. Indeed the 
General could not have pitched on an uglier spot 
in the vicinity of Lucknow. His house nearer 
town is in many respects pleasanter than Constan- 
tia. The room that overhang the river, and the 
other built by its side, are admirably adapted for 
the hot winds. It is Impossible to suffer from heat, 
while you continue squatted like a toad, in 
one of those little cellars. The caprice of iron 
doors^ massive stone wallSj and narrow winding 
staircases, with tlraw-bridges and battlements, give 
this house much the appearance of the castle in 
Blue Beard. 

The King s birth day was ushered in by a royal 
salute fired before the Resident's house. His Ex¬ 
cellency the Xawaub and family met the gentle¬ 
men of the settlement, and officers of the regiment 
quartered here, at Golouel Scott's; we were after¬ 
wards much edified by a nautch and fireworks, ao 
corfling to Immemorial custom. On this occasion 
presents were made to the Nawaub and his son the 
minister, in the name of the Company. 

As it was known in the countiy that 1 intended 
to visit Agra and Delhi, I received very polite in¬ 
vitations from General Perron and the Begum 
Somroo to stay some time with them on my way; 
but the changeable conduct of Scindiab made it 
doubtful from the first whether I should be able to 
accomplisb my purpose. The die liowever was 
nowcast; Loid Wellesley notified to me that he 
could not reconnnend tome to quit the Company'^ 
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territories; and the augmentation of the regiments 
to the full establishment, and the march of the 
troops towards the frontiers, proved to me that his 
Excellency considered a war with Scindiah as cer¬ 
tain. I was however permitted to go to Futty 
Ghur; and as the total want of police in the Na- 
waub’s territories renders an escort necessary, his 
Excellency kindly sent orders that a company of 
sepoys and twenty horse should attend me on my 
journey. The rains had fallen so scantily that the 
roads were still passable. As it was an object to 
me to lose no time, and as a residence of four 
months had shown me all that Lucknow affords, 1 
determined to depart on the £6th : 1 notified this 
to his Highness the Nawaub, who kindly promised 
to supply me with a camp-equipage, and assured 
me that eveiy thing should be rea<ly. 

As it was a matter of indifference whether the 
formal leave of the Nawaub was taken in the 
morning or evening, I accepted his Excellent^^’s in¬ 
vitation to dine with him. Accordingly, accom¬ 
panied by Colonel Scott, we proceeded early to the 
Dowlat Khanah in the same state as when l paid 
him my visit on my arrival, 'fhe elephants and 
guards were paraded as usual, and he received U 3 
on tlie steps of the palace, whence we accornpanied 
him to the ^tden of his mother's zenana. We 
were seated in the same garden-house as on the for¬ 
mer visits. Compliments of good wishes passed 
between me and tbe old lady through the'medium 
of .Meer Tussein. 

Our elephants were waiting at the gate, and the 
whole party went off for the bungi DalaiUj or stone 
palace, where his Highness meant to dine, in order 
to show me the manner in which it usctl to be 
adorned in his brother’s time. It is, in my opi¬ 
nion, a very elegant building, perfectly in the 
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Eastern style, open on all sides, and supported by 
pllJars. It is, as tlie name designates^ built of 
stone, but tlie whole is painted of a deep red co¬ 
lour, except the domes that cover the towers at 
the corner. ^ These are gilt all over ; the effect is 
extremely rich. Tlie centre room is large; two 
narrower on each side make the sliape of the whole 
building a square, with circular towers at the four 
comers. It is raised one story from the ground, 
and a large terrace connects it witli a smaller but 
similar building. A most magnificent mustiud of 
gold, covered witli brocade and embroidered 
wreaths of roses, was placed at one end of the 
large apartment. We dined in the smaller, on one 
side, wlience we had a view of the bason of water, 
which extends to the hummaum attached to the 
palace, where I used to bathe. The sides of the 
baaon were covered with coloured lamps; and a 
complete trellis w'ork of the same extended on 
each side of the walk. The over hanging trees 
were perfectly lightened by the glare, which was 
much increased by the reflection from the water. 
It was the splendour of the Caliph Haroun-ubRas- 
chid, as described in the Arabian Nights Enter¬ 
tainments, completely realised, and by no means 
inferior to the idea that my fancy had formed of it. 
The band was playing the whole time, and added 
much to the gaiety of the scene. The tunes were 
European, and formed a whimsical contrast with 
every thing else, which was truly Asiatic, After 
dinner we adjourned to the opposite building, 
through a lane of double silver branches, with attar 
placed on stands between each. Being seated at 
the extremity in a circle, a nautch was brought 
forward, to which we patiently attended for some 
time. 

1 called on his Excellency the next morning, to 
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see some drawings of the dliferent people who com¬ 
pose his estahiisnment. There has not been time 
to finish them alf but such ns were done he pre¬ 
sented to me. A complete collection would be 
very interesting, and I have requested that they 
may be continued. 

It was not without feelings of regret that 1 took 
my final leave of his Highness Saadut Ali Khan, 
after a residence of four months at his capital, 
during which time I had constantly experienced 
the most flattering attentions from him. Every 
morning he sent me a supply of ice and fmit; ani^ 
as he found that I would not accept the presents, 
that from my rank, he was bound to offer me on 
public oceasions, he was perpetually trying to dis¬ 
cover something which he conceived 1 might with 
propriety receive: he sent people into his woods 
to bring me rare birds and plants ^ he laid a dawk 
two hundred miles to bring them dovsm tome in a 
state of perfection j and extended his kindness be¬ 
yond my departure, by supplying me with the 
camp-eqnipage necessary for my journey to Fur- 
ruckabad, and my return to Cawnpore. Saadut J 
AH is a man of most pleasing manners, and his a^ 
pearance ia dignified and princely, though hjs 
manner of life has made him too corpulent. His 
hair is now grey, and he has lost many of his teeth, 
but the fire and intelligence of his eye still lightens 
up his countenance. In conversation he is lively 
and entertaining, through the medium of such an 
excellent interpreter as Major Ouseley. Though 
ignorant of Persian myself, f was able to judge of 
this, and even sometimes of the delicate turn which 
he gave to the compliments paid to liim. The 
language of the eyes is in great use at the courts 
of Asiatic princes, and by them they issue many 
orders, 1 one day understood a sign that his 
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Highness made to a. servant, and told Iitni, through 
Major Ouseley, that his eyes spoke English: No, 
said he, yours understand Persian. Colonel Scott 
assured roe, that his language was remarkably pure 
and elegant, and his mind well stored with Asiatic 
literature. He has certainly some knowledge of 
English, as he observed to me one day, that he 
did not know why niy name was spelt with a T, 
w^hen it was pronounced C. Possibly he wishes to 
conceal his knowledge, that he may hear observa¬ 
tions that are made more freely in his presence, 
from supposing him to be ignorant of the lan¬ 
guage. 

Soon at\er his lather s death, Saadut Ali quitted 
Lucknow, in consequence of his brother Asof-ud- 
Dowlah having suspected him of some connection 
with a ])erson, Khoja Bassunt, who was said to 
have made an attempt upon his life, and who was 
immediately cut to pieces in the Nawauh's pre- 
flcnce, no proof being ever brought against Saadut 
Ali. His flight cannot justly be considered as 
such, for in an Asiatic court, the next heir may 
always consider a suspicion against him as equal 
to a sentence of death. The Gm'crnment 

certainly believed him innocent, for they not only 

f ave him protection, but at length procured for 
im a pension of forty thousand pounds from his 
brother. To his long residence amongst the Eng- 
lisli, may be traced many of his Highness's present 
pursuits, and his fondness tor every thing Euro¬ 
pean. His chief gratiflcation seems to be build¬ 
ing palaces of an architecture that resembles 
Grecian, but as he never employs an architect, the 
faults are numerous. In the portico at Baroun 
there is, however, sometbiiig magnificent and sur¬ 
prising, as tlie design of an Asiatic Prince. His 
Highness has, 1 think, carried fais European predi- 
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lection too far in abandoning tlie forms of an 
Asiatic court, and in living with Europeai^s as an 
equal. Colonel Scott would have regularly at* 
tended his durbar, to have given him consequence 
with his subjects; but this he declined, and re¬ 
quested that all business might be transacted by 
their breakfasting with each other. The lowest 
European gentleman seems to consider himself as 
on an equaltty wltli his Highness, and does not 
always treat him with that respect, which is his 
due. Latterly he seems to have felt this, and has 
contrived an ingenious plan to place every Euro¬ 
pean at Lucknow in dependence upon him. from 
the long period that a close conuection has exist¬ 
ed between Oude and Bengal, a great number of 
houses have been built by the English along the 
banks of the Goomty, on ground granted by tlie 
Nawaub. These were private property, and were 
purchasable hy any person without his Highness '9 
consent. As the change of inhabitants is rapid, 
they have been on the market since bis succession, 
ana he bos taken care to secure them all; so that if 
any future Governor-General aliould make it a 
point witlt him to receive a particular person, 1^ 
can at any rate prevent his stay, by not granting 
him a house to live in. 

' Saadut Ali was by no means popular when he 
came to the musnud, and his riglti economy, not 
to give it a harsher name, has not diminished the 
dislike to him. He was so conscious of this, tlrat 
he obliged the British troops to mount gtjard at 
his palace, and had centincls placed at the door of 
his chamber. 

Tormented by these alarms, be at one time 
wished to retire from the cares of the Government, 
as the treasures of the family, which he would 


136' 


luc«:now. 


liave taken with him, were sullicjetit to gratify hii 
preflpmlnant passion; but the arrangement could 
not be made with the Governor-General as he 
wished, and he therefore continued in Oude. At 
present be seems to be more tranquil. The dis¬ 
missal of his lawless bands, who were ready to join 
Vizier All against him, has removed a great part 
ot his real danger; and the presence of a large 
Cntish force at Lucknow, and in the different dis¬ 
tricts of Ids reserved territory, puts an end to any 
alarm from the dlssatisraction of the i^'ots at the 
extortions which his aumils exercise. He now 
moves about to his different palaces without a 
guard, and seems to enjoy his favourite sport, the 
chase, without any alloy. The dissatisfaction he 
mig^ have experie nced at the cession of a moiety 
of his territory, is absorbed iu the discovery, that 
he has more real revenue, aud can add more to 
his treasure, than he did when he paid the East 
India Company one hundred and twenty lacs of 
rupees per annum. It is said that he actually 
accumulates from one to two lacs per week, and 
the treasures be received by inheritance cannot 
be less than two crore. If his Highness is satis¬ 
fied with the arrangement, most certainly all 
the other parties must be so. The British have 
obtained an aditioual revenue, and a secure pay* 
ment; the ryots have obtained security from the 
oppressive plunderings of the aumils, and have 
also the protection of the British laws, instead 
of being at the mercy of every robber. So con¬ 
scious are they of these advantages, that the land 
which was rated to the Nawanb at a crore aud 
thirty .five iacs, has been let at a crore and eighty 
lacs. An intermediate personage, the Zemindar, 
who, from a tenant, has been promoted by the 
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fapciful generosity of the British ,into a land 
owner, may indeed be dissatisfied at being de¬ 
prived of the power of doing harm: he cannot 
now rob the traveller, or oppress the ryot under 
him ; nay, he is obliged to pay his rent, or submit 
to have his mud fortress levelled with the ground. 
But if these are evils to him, they are blessings to 
the large mass of the population, which, indeed, 
has ever been the consequence of the British Go 
vemment in ludia, and 1 sincerely hope will ever 
continue to be so. 
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I}fpitriurf from Ijtcknovf^ — tif the Ruin* ^ Csn&Uffo,**-- 
Arritai at Fuittf IjAwt. — Rterpfim ^ of 

Fttrmckabad.—Fint to Genial Lake on hia mdr^A to 
(he Frentitr^—Return to Futt^ Gfiun —JourTiey to Csient- 
pm,^Embark on ihe Ganges.^Vo^ag* down the River to 
Calcutta. 


My escort cousi^ted of a company of tbe lOth 
native regiment* cominanded l>y a young officer 
of the name of Webb, for whom I applied in con¬ 
sequence of the recommendation of several of my 
friends. Twenty horse were to meet me at 
Canoiige. My whole travelling establishment 
was as follows, and will give an idea of the mode 
in which joumies are pertbrmeil in this country : 

My own servant and Gopinatlu 

39 bearers. 

J(J jemmadars, hircairahs, &c. 

6 kijmutgars^ 

£ seises. 

16 for cooking and taking care of sheep, &Cp 

.50 of his Excellency's servants with the tents 
and hakereys. 

ID with the elephants. 

14 bearers of Mr. Wchbp and other Serviants. 

14 aervants of Gopinath, and bearers. 

1 £0 sepoys and followers. 


387 Total- 
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I took a ffiendly leave of Colonel Scott, and after 
an early dinner set off on an elephant for Futty 
Gunge, distant from Lucknow about five coss, or 
ten miles. Mr. Webh occujsied another, atid inv 
servant a tlnrdj the fourth was given up to niy 
luggage and native servants. We got to our 
tents at Fatty Gunge about seven o’clock, Iiavin<F 
passed through several wretched, half.deserte3 
villages. Vizier Gunge consists only of the two 
gateways and about three houses in the centre be¬ 
tween them. It seems as if it had been built as 
an ornamental approach to Lucknow, a Jar<»e ave¬ 
nue extending thither from it. It was'ne^-er 
more than a single street. Futty Gunge itself is 
tolerably populous, built on the same plan ■ with 
a wall round it, but of trifling height, and the 
gates broken. The countiy through which u'C 
passed is perfectly flat, and sandy j and was in 
many plates covered with water, from a very hea¬ 
vy storm that fell just before we set out. We en¬ 
camped half a mile beyond the town, on a flat, 
where puddles of water rendered the communica¬ 
tion between one tent and another very tlisagrce- 
®>ght was very stormy; the rain 
fell in torrents; and the thunder and lightning 
lor some time prevented sleep. The double tenS 
kept us perfectly dry. The other half of our 
tents went on at night to Hossein Gunge, six coss 
and a half farther, that every thing might be 
ready for us in the morning. We had determined 
to set oft at day-light, if the weather should 
permit; the sun being insupportable when uuob- 
scured. 

At half after five we were on our elephants, 
ami lu three hours got to Hossein Gunge. Our 
bearers, Paliuiquins, escor^ &c. arrived soon after¬ 
wards. Gopinath here Joined us, and tlie promised 
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tents, with ti^'oofAlmas’s sepoys, useful people, as 
he is Aumilof the country through which we were 
to go till we passed the Ganges. The exteasEve 
power of this eunuch, as A urn i I of nearly half the 
province of Oude, was certainly a strong collateral 
justification of the demand of territory from the 
Nawauh Viaier, as the British forces employed iii 
protecting Oude were, when in the held, depen¬ 
dent on his caprice for provisions. If he was in¬ 
imical, he had it fully in his power to prevent any 
supplies from reaching them. The country was 
ill cultivated, flat, and sandy as usual. The vit- 
laKs were small and wretched, till we passed 
hfohaun, where there is a stone bridge over tlie 
nullah, and the appearance of its having anciently 
been of more consequence, the soil being filled, 
for a considerable distance, with a mixture of 
brick and lime. Tlie village supydied our large 
party with every thing they wanted. We our¬ 
selves depended on no such contingency, having 
brought with us sheep, poultry, and every article 
we could want, except nulk, which wc were certain 
of obtaining every where. 

The morning was fine, and we took advantage 
of it to perform our day’s journey; in this we 
were fbrUmate, as heavy storms afterwards passed 
over us almost every hour. Our last night's 
tents passed us about three o’clock, and proceeded 
to the next station. We rhned about four, and 
afterwards rode till dark. ^V'e took our way 
thmugh the village of Loot nee, (Anglic^, of 
Thieves,) a name which the inhabitants very well 
deserve; for in the night they contrived to steal 
into the tents of sei'eral of the officers belonging 
to a battalion that preceded us, and took from 
one his desk, and every article of clothing, to the 
amount of at least one thousand rupees; a very 
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serious loss to a subaltern. The thief did this 
in dehance of the sento', by crawling close to the 
back of the tent, and cutting a hole in the side 
sufficiently large to admit him. The night was 
fine, and I slept till awoke by the drum. 

Bv five we were on our elephants, and by eight 
reached Mcali tiunge, distant nearly six coss. 
Abovfct hu]t way we were met by a liircarnili of 
Almas, Saying that he had orders to provide os 
with every thing we wanted. He returned to 
give notice of my approach. In the middle of 
the town 1 was met by a nephew of Almas, who 
presented me a naaur of two rupees, five kids, a 
panier of fowls, some eggs, and plenty of fire- 
w^. All tliese were sent to our camp, with 
milk and kedjeree pots. I-Jis people refused to le* 
ceive any thing, saying they had positive orders to 
the ^contrary, and that they should be severely 
punished it they were known to disobey. Not a 
drop of rain tell during our ride. Me^ Gunge 
is^ the capital of Almas s district, and was built 
himself: the outer wall is of mud, and incloses 
several large niango topes, and spots of cultivated 
ground; tne inner wall is brick, not very high, 
with towers of the same at small distances. There 
are holes in tlie parapet for musejuetry. The gates 
are strong, and handsome; the streets wide, and 
Itued^ with trees. It seems populous, and in a 
thriving condition, forming a complete contrast to 
the wretched villages we have hitWrto met with. 
After dinner we rode into the town, and visited 
Almas s house, and the three serais. The former 
IS neat and Jarg^ with a garden in the centre; the 
latter are convenient. M1ren the Vizier visited 
Almas at Meah Gunge, he received a nazur of a 
*r *^**^^®* up as a seat for him to sit on. 
His i-xcellciicy took care to cairy av^ay tbe 
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with him. The park of artillery here is in excel- 
lent order: there are forty pieces, some of large cali- 
brCj with ammunition waggons, and bullocks in 
abundance. The site of the town Is a flat, but it 
has a small lake on two sides of it, which serves 
as a ditch. The vicinity is well cultivated, and 
altogether does crerlit to the master. It must 
indeed be observed, for the credit of Almas, that 
though he was a very strict, and even extorting 
Aumil, yet his people*were the most prosperous of 
the Vizier's subjects, and his soldiers the best dis¬ 
ci pi inert. We had frequent and heavy showers 
during the day, which rendered the air very plea* 
sant. Fmit was sent us in the evcuing. 

On the following da}', we set off in the usual 
manner and at the usual hour; and after travelling 
about twelve mites, came to our ground in three 
hours. Assewan is distant about a mile from 
Meah Gunge, and is more pleasantly situated on 
a slight elevation overlooking a small lake. It 
has been deserted for the latter place, and is mostly 
in ruins. Two of Mr. Grant’s horsemen here met 
nre from Futty Ghur with a letter, assuring me 
tliat eveiy thing was ready, as I had requested, at 
the passage of the Cali Niti. The country con¬ 
tinued the same uniform level. We encamped 
three miles beyond Tukeah, that our next day's 
joume)' might be shorter. In the evening Mr. 
Webb and my servant went into the jungle to 
look for game: I accompanied them on horseback. 
They killed a fox and partridge, and saw some 
deer and peacocks. 

'fire night w'as very rainy, and continued so till 
ten o’clock in the morning, wlrcn we began our 
journey on the elephants. A small hollow, which 
had hardly the vestige of water in it, the evening 
before, was now so deep as to render it necessary 
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to transport our palanquins and pataras on the 
elephants; this caused a considerable delay. The 
sun darted out occasionally, and rendered the heat 
oppressive. The country was more pleasing, as 
we advanced, being better cultivated, and sli^itly 
undulated, itaiigcmow is prettily situated on a 
small rise, surrounded with mango topes, and a 
nullah running close to it. Aware of this, we 
had sent on the baggage-elepliants, with our ad¬ 
vance-tents, They still waited there, and carried 
' over the rest of the luggage. This place also has 
the appearance of having formerly been more con¬ 
siderable than it now is. Every town we passed 
was built of brick, with the ruins far more ex¬ 
tensive than the habitable part. Numbers quitted 
these provinces to become cultivators in oiirs, eu- 
coura^d by the protection which they were sure 
to receive, and many otliers liave constantly en¬ 
tered our armies. The recruiting is so extremely 
dltbcnlt in Bengal and BabaT,that our armies could 
not be kept up, were it not for the supplies obtain¬ 
ed from the Vizier’s dominions, which is a strong 
proof of the comfort the inhabitants of the East 
enjoy utiiler the British Government. 

W'e came to a nullah adjoining the Ganges about 
six o'clock, when it immediately began to rain 
again; it had held up during our journey. We 
were opposite to the village of Manarow, which 
was perfectly visible, from being situated on a high 
bank, covered with trees, A servant and hircarrah 
of Almas has attended us thus far, and provided 
us with all necessaries. This being the boundary 
of his power, he took leave. A boat soon arrived 
irom the Company's cutwal with information that 
the boats should be over in the morning. 

The rain continued so heavy till eight o’clock, 
that 1 waa obliged to abaudon my intcutton of 
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riding on liorsebackj and took four bcarera from 
the patar^, to proceed in my palanquin for the 
tarenty miles to Canouge. Accordingly, by ten 
o'clock our palanquins, beds, &c. were embarked, 
and we %vere towed up the uullah about tliree 
miles, which is only separated from the Ganges 
by an island. Our boat was a small one, and 
made good way; unfortunately our dandys chose 
to take a short cut through a nullah, where 
there was hut little water; we got through very 
well, but the boat in which were the palanquins, 
stuck fast at the mouth. We did not perceive lids 
accident, and went on. We still continued track¬ 
ing when ill the main river, which was here about 
a mile wide, and extremely rapid, till we were 
about a mile and a half above the village. The 
dandys then took to their paddles, and keeping 
the beam to the current the whole'way, contrived 
to lanil us at the destined gaut. Here we dis¬ 
covered tile stoppage of the larger boat, and had 
tlie niortification to perceive that the strengtli of 
an elephant was not sudicienf; to force it into the 
stream. We immediately sent hack our own boat, 
■with orders to bring the palanquin only; and the 
people on the opposite side very sensibly disem¬ 
barking it on the shore, they met at about half 
way. This however caused a delay of an hour 
and a half, anil it was past twelve before 1 actual¬ 
ly set off witli my thirteen bearers, to carry me at 
least twerity miles, Tfie clouds cleared away, 
and my fellows gave evident symptoms of sufFer- 
ing from the heat; they however advanced tolera¬ 
bly well, at about tour miles an hour. We occa¬ 
sionally passed baggage-carts of Colonel Browne’s 
detachment which were lagging behind, and gave 
me many fears for the delay of my own, We 
Stopped at two or three tanks, and about six, be- 
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Ean to be astonislied at not reaching the encamp- 
nient of Colonel Browne. We were still told it 
was a little farther on j my fellows were bearlUy 
tired, but there was no remedy, and full three miles 
farther we discovered the tents, where I arrived 
at seven, and found Colonel Browne at dinner. 
At nine no tents had arrived for me, but my bed 
had kept up with us. The Colonel offered me his 
little diiiiug tent, which I accepted. My poor 
bearers, after all their fatigue, liad no shelter; 
about three in the morning some rain fell, when 
they all contrived to crawl about me. The couti- 
tiy was more pleasing this last day, from mango 
topes and cultivation. The villages were more 
numerous, hut 1 saw no town till I arrived at 
Meeraun-ka Serai. It has a very fine serai, from 
whence its name, and the tomb of the founder 
situated in a garden on the opposite side of the 
road. It is dist-int twenty miles from Manarow. 

Lieutenant Turton accepted my invitation to 
contioue a day at Canonge, and afterwards accom¬ 
pany me to Putty Ghur, wiiere the 4th regiment 
was to halt some days. The spot on which wm 
now were, was loo fiir from the town; we there¬ 
fore set off on foot towarils it, to seek tor one that 
was pleasanter. After walking a mile and a half, 
we found a collecliou of small hillocks, on which 
grew two very fine tamarind trees, about half a 
mile from the town, and on these we determined to 
take up our station. Our own tent was soon 

£ itched, and the servants made their appearance 
y seven o’clock from Dyapore, with the breakfast 
apparatus. Mr. Webb and his company soon fol¬ 
lowed, Last night twenty horse, with a native 
officer, came here to put themselves under my 
orders. They were sent by General Lake, to serve 
as an escort, when we were moving on elephants 
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or on horseback; a work too laborions for the in¬ 
fantry, Their iiorses were small but spin ted, and 
the men tfere, in general, young and good looking, 
and being newly cloalhed, made a very neat ap¬ 
pearance. 

The morning was overcast; I therefore ordered 
the horses, and, accompanied by Air. W ebb and 
Mr. Turton, visited the town of Canouge. It has 
at present but a single Streep and that of no great 
appearance. The Ganges is distant about two 
miles* but a canal has been cut, which makes a 
bend towards the town, and brings the holy wa¬ 
ter close to the citadel. Six miles off, the mix¬ 
ture of small pieces of brick, and occasionally the 
vestiges of a Wilding, proved to me that I had 
entered on the site oi this ancient capital of Hin- 
dostan. Our first visit was to the tombs of two 
Mussulmaun saints, whose names I could not re* 
collect, but who lie in state under two mausoleums 
of equal size and liandsome architecture, on an 
elevation covered with trees. From the terrace 
which surrounds them, I had a very pleasing view 
of the plain, covered with mined temples and 
tombs, tlie nullah winding through till it joins the 
Ganges two miles lower down. Tamarind trees 
and mango topes were scatterred every where; 
and the whitened tomb of an English officer, who 
was drowned here, raised its pointed head amidst 
this scene of desolation. We were ^oinerl by a 
brail min, who produced cerliiicates from several 
Englishmen, that he had been an attentive cice¬ 
rone during their stay liere; be w*as accordingly 
retained by us in the same capacity. On the in¬ 
side of the tomb were jnscribed several names and 
dates, with quotations not unappropriate. We 
next visited aaother tomb on tlie most lofty point. 
It consists of a quadrangle and mosque, similar, 
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in miniature, to the one at Juanpore. Several 
pillara in the mosque are formed of t\vo pieces, 
taken froin a more ancient building, the rude base 
of one of wlncli being placed uppermost, serves 
for a capital. A great many little images were 
lying uuder the trees, but they were too much 
broken to be luterestitig. In the centre was a 
well, now filled up, wliere large sums of money 
are said to be secreted. Tlie citadel has nothing 
to repay the fatigue of the ascent to it, No 
building of any consequence remains, and the 
brick-walls, which do not appear to be of great 
antiquity, are going rapidly to decay. The heat 
was very great, and we were glad to return to onr 
tent, in which, as the others had not arrived, we 
were obliged, all three, to sleep: our servants 
were better satisfied with the open air, as it con¬ 
tinued perfectly fine. From tlie llrahuiin I pro¬ 
cured a few of the coins which are found amongst 
tile ruins. Tliey are small, and irregularly shaped, 
with Sanscrit characters, and ba\'e occasionally a 
figure of a Hindoo deity on one side. 

At six our tents arrived, and Gopinath followed 
soon afterwards, having settled every thing for 
the passage of the river. The cliarge for bringing 
over OUT party, amounting in the whole to up¬ 
wards of three hundred, besides horses, bullocks, 
and carts, was twenty-five I'upees. The morning 
was clear, we tlierefove did not go out. My ser¬ 
vant kilkrl a young peacock and a brace of par¬ 
tridges. 1 purchased two old and curious mohurs 
from a shrofi^ at tour rupees above their intrinsic 
value. 

At a quarter before fiv^e we mounted our ele¬ 
phants and, accompanied by the cavalry as an es¬ 
cort, proceeded to a small distance beyond Jelala 
bad, wliere our tents were pitclted, and breaktast 
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prepared. Tt is distant ten miks from our Inst 
station, and we were two hours and a half on the 
way. We met sonre bangys, bearing mangoes 
from Furruckabad to the Nawaub ^''i^ie^, and 
plundered a few of them. The country through 
which we passed was well cultivated, and a little 
undulated, the soil an unmixed sand, except where 
the ruins of Cancmge are visible, of which I could 
wrceive no traces after the first two miles, Tiie 
Foujdar*of the village and country around, waited 
on me with a nazur of five rupees. He was a most 
respectable looking old man wltb a silver beard, 
and was said to be eighty years old. He left a 
hircatrah to provide for all our wants. Partridges 
and a deer were brought for sale^ the latter was 
too lean to be worth any thing; the former were 
excellent. The cuckoo was heard in the day. In 
the evening we did not ride out, as there was no¬ 
thing interesting round us. 

At half after four o'clock we mounted our horses, 
leaving sent on tiie elephants to wait for us on the 
other side of a river distant eight miles. 'Wc came 
to the Cali Nuddi at six, and found the boats, 
prepared by Mr. Grant, ready to convey us over. 
It is but a trifling stream even now. The tovvn of 
Kodda Gunge, on the opposite side, has a good 
serai. Our elephants being over and ready, we 
proceeded two miles, to shorten tire journey, of to* 
morrow, 'fhe country was as flat as before, but 
more barren and sandy. The morning was cool: 
it became hotter in the day, as we had only occa¬ 
sional clouds, but the tents were rendered pleasant 
by a brisker breeze than usual, I wrote officially 
to Major-General Ware, who commands at Futty 
Ghur, notifying my intended arrival there on the 
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morrow with my escort, atid sent off my letter by 
a dragoon. 

I reteiveil a very polite answer from General 
Ware, assuring me that I might command liis ser¬ 
vices, So .>11 atlerwanls the cominaiidtT of my 
friend Mr, Grii.t s guai'd met me to show the 
way. About llirce miles from llie town 1 foiiud 
a sociable in waiting, into wJiicJi 1 very willingly 
entered with Mr. lurton, leaving the elephants, 
&c. to follow at a distance. We \veie rapidly con¬ 
veyed along the lines, where the guards were 
turned out, and presented arms as we passed along, 
our cavalr}' precefling and following us. Jiy sevcu 
I reached jny tricurl .Mr. Grants, who is jurlgc of 
the district, where I met with that cordial recep¬ 
tion which I had every reason to expect. Mr. 
Webh, by directions of r\fajor-General tVare, 
pitched our tents close to the garden fence, 

iiiidaucl IJOssein Khan, Nawauh of Fiirrucka- 
bad, paid nie a visit. Mr, itusscii, agent for the 
Governor General, assisted me in receiving him. 
As the young man is by no means rich, he came 
with little parade, I received him witli every at¬ 
tention in iny power, having my escort uiHler arms, 
who saluted him as lie passed j he was also com¬ 
plimented vivith thirteen guns, ilc succeeded to 
the musnud when a child, in consequence of the 
murrler of his father, by his brother, a legitimate 
child by the present Ilegum, who herself w'as im¬ 
plicated in tJie crime. Poison was the means 
emploj-ed. The Nawauh of Onde, v ho, at tliat 
time, was the lord paramount of this province, im¬ 
mediately ^i^ed the parricide, w'ho lias heeu es'er 
since a prisoner at hue know. The guardian ship 
of the young Nawauh was entrusted to a regent, 
Kherrudmund Khan, lib uncle w'ho, frum the 
deformity of his person, anil the gross manner in 
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which he defrauded his iiephevr, has acquired 
amongst the Englisli tlie title of Richard the 
Third. He was suspected of wishing to carrj^ the 
resemblance still farther; but as the prince is still 
alivCj we will suppose the suspicion was unnicrited. 
The Prince is of a noble Patan family. On coming 
of age his income was but very small. He pain 
a paisheush, or tribute, to the Nawaub Vizier, of 
four lacs and a half; and, after other out-goings, 
he did not receive 60,000 rupees per annum. His 
uncle had secured to himself a much belter in¬ 
come, during his regency, by grants in the name, 
and under the seal, of the former Nawaub, which 
he had the leisure and time to prepare. Thepaish- 
cush having heeu ceded to us, with several prt>- 
vinces, by the Nawaub Vizier, tlieyoung man ap¬ 
plied to Wellesley for protection against his 
uncle. This was granted; and the accounts 
were mvestigaled, or rather supposed to be io- 
vestjgated, by Mr. Mercer. The regent re-funded 
about 40 , 00 t> rupees, instead of at least a lac, 
and paid in a halatice of 30,000 more. The 
state of the country was llien most wretched: mur¬ 
ders were so frequent at I'urruckabad, that people 
flared not \'enture there after suu-$et; and the 
workmen, who came out to the cantonments, al¬ 
ways retired to their own bouses during day-light. 
This was represented to the Nawaub by Mr. Wel¬ 
lesley in tlie strongest manner, and he was recom¬ 
mended to cede his country' to the British, tliey 
covenanting to treat him with all possible respect, 
and to pay him the whole sum which they should 
receive after the expences were defrayed, llie 
real motive was to root out the multitude of rob¬ 
bers, who from this rendezvous, plundered the 
whole country. He made slight objections, and 
seemed to fear that the residue would be so small 
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that he should not be able to sustain his dignity 
At length Ije pfoposc<h tliat we slioiild completelv 
take the country, ami all rcsponsibilitv, alJowiii- 
iiiii rupees per month, givinir pensions to 
several of his people, amj leaving him also some 
vUla^s aud lands. TJiis. on tlie face of it, would 
be a loss to the Company, of at least a lac of ru¬ 
pees per annum ; faut Mr. Welleslev, with justice, 
considered the security of the trade of the river 
and neighbouring proviimes as so important, that 
he complied witJj every request, anti I he treaty 
was signed on tlie 4th of June IMU. 'J’he most 
active measures have since been used to tender the 
country secure. On Mr. Grant's arrival, near one 
hundred Patans waited on him, and requested to 
know whether lie really meant to have a police, 
lie assuierl them most seriouslv that iie did * in 
consequence of which they told him it would not 
amt them; and all immediately departed for the 
Alaliratta country. Seventy persons are now in 
prison, to be tried for murder at the next circuit * 
but not one offence of that soil has been com-' 
mjtted since our police has been establislied. I 
could with ei^e prove that every ^wirt of India has 
i^on to rejoice tn coming under flic British con- 
troul,.bnt I think the blessings to this province 
are iiicalculafalc. Ivor liave we been losers, as on 
an accurate investigation, it was found that manv 
places had been omitted in the former returns 
and had consequently paid no revcii ue. The idea 
of security also, under our Government, operated 
m raising the value of lands, so that on letting 
them tor three years we have a profit of neaii? 
tirree lacs, instead ot a loss of one, which, the first 
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young Nawaub 1 returned Im visit the next day, 
attended by Mr* Iluasell. His habitation is within 
the walls of the old fort, whence is a very beau- 
tiful view of the Ganges and surrounding country. 
It is built on. a considerable elevation, a|id had the 
fort been finished, would have been strong. His 
present residence is wretched, but he has nearly 
finished a new one,*that coininaDds the whole 
country. We nest paid our coinpliments to the 
old Begum, who lives in a small palace adjoining. 
She is accused of a very free life, and of being 
rich, which circumstances, added to the suspicion 
respecting her husband's death, render her no very 
respectable personage. By seven we returned to 
Futty Ghur: the distance is about three miles* 
The town of Furruckabad is only ninety years 
old. The Patans, being thorough soldiers, have 
built it at a distance from the river. The streets 
are wide, and Mr. Grant is raising them, and re¬ 
moving all nuisances. I think it will be a very 
pretty town, as the gates arc putting in repair. 
The trees most delightfully shade the houses and 
open spaces. The trade is alrcarlj considerable, 
and the vicinity of the cantonments will ever 
render it flourishing. Mr. Grant has begun with 
the city, but means to extend the repairs of roads 
through the whole district; for which purpose 
there is an allowance of one per cent on the re¬ 
venue, which is paid, over and above the rent, by 
the Zemindars. This was voluntarily dune hy 
them after having made their terms, in consequence 
of a proposal from Mr. Wellesley, who represented 
to them the advantages attendant on the new in¬ 
stead of the old plan, which much resembled the 
corvee in France. Tlie Zemindar was obliged to 
repair every road that passed through bis district 
while those who were distant but a tew yards, and 
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equally shared b ever)' advantage^ paid not a 
rupee. It frequently consumed every profit. The 
new arrangement extended through the whole of 
the ceded provinces, bat has unfortunately been 
abolislicd in a feWj in consequence of nusconduct 
in the officers. It amounts in Furruckabad to a 
little above lO^GOO rupees per amvuin, and is ho- 
Bourubly regulated by Messss. Russell and Grants 
whOt iusteari of-looking to private emolument, or 
disputing about the management, cordially concur 
for llie public gtua!, and have tbe accounts audited 
half leadv. aiul signed by bulli of llicm. 

Tile on|:^jnal aiillior of tliin plan was William 
Augustus i KJiik. then collector, judge, and nvagts- 
trale of Sbebabad; who, when settling the decern 
nini It venue of the province of bahar, seeing that 
if lint done then, Jt never could be done, took 
privately from the Zemindars, engtigemeuis to pay 
the one per cent, and expended the money on tiic 
roads, hi-x months afterwards, he sent down a 
statement of the fact to Colonel Ross, private 
secretary to I.ord Cnniwallis, with a strong repre¬ 
sentation of the advantages, &c. hoping that his 
J.r>rdship -would confirm tbe arrangement; tvhich 
was done. The Benares district is so oppressed 
b)' the corv^c, that the magistrate has been stopped 
at villages, and requested to take back tbe place, 
and repair the roatls. Formerly many fine ways 
were made by the King, with avenues and wells, 
autl serais at proper dista nces. Trees \vere planted 
on the sides, sometimes by rich Individuals,* par¬ 
ticularly in the vicinity of Benares. A Hindoo, 
who plants a tree, digs a well, and begets a son, 
is sure <)if ileai'cn. 'Ihis opinion has given rise to 
many splendid works; no doubt, vanity had also 
a. considerable influence. 

It had been originally nay intention to pay my 
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Tcspscts to GciicTsil IwEk.pf tlifi ComiHsndsr in 
Ciiiet; at Ca^vnpore; but the turn which tlie 
Mahratta politics took, liaving obliged lus Excel¬ 
lency to take the field svith the whole army in 
these provinces, 1 was reduced to tire necessiLj or 
setting off this day to meet him at Gosiali Gunge, 
distant about twenty miles* Mn^iiussell lent me 
two carnages, andtroni tbe Gall ^uddi I meant to 
go upon an elephant. 1 had written to General 
Lake to propose the place, but did not receive his 
answer till early m the morning. Tliis delayed 
nre till eight o'clock, when the heat was consi¬ 
derable, although the skv was occasionally cloudy. 
However I w^ent on. and meeting with no acci¬ 
dent, arrived at his Excellency's camp about 
eleven. My reception was perfectly polite and 
cordial. He had paid me tiie compliment of 
pitching my tent in a line with bis, and close to 
bim; my escort was behind. 'Ibe scene was 
pleasing^: the camp covered a very large extent of 
ground, was frequently di’i'idcd liy mango-topes^ 
and in the back ground, here and there, ap|)eared 
a few houses. The white tents, covering the 
plain in every direction, formed a pleasing contrast 
with the dark trees that backed them; and the 
colours in the front added greatly to the effect. 
'Hie elephants were strolling about; the soldiers 
were retired to their tents; the numerous a^y 
followers were collecting forage in every direction. 

The whole line had now joined, which ™rclted 
in divisions from Cawnpore, consisting ot about 
five thousand troops, aiul twenty thousand fol¬ 
lowers. This is the general pr(>portion of an 
Indian army, and is one'eause of tbe difficulty of 
keeping them together, from the prodigious quan¬ 
tity of provision that is necessary for their main- 
‘enance. It is almnat the first instance of taking 
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the field during the rains. They do not move 
above nine or ten miles a day, that they ma}* keep 
their cattle fresh, and in heart, when they enter 
the enemy’s countr)% Tlie gun fires for marching 
at three o’clock, and they reach the ground before 
the sun has any power. In former campaigns the 
European soldiers were obliged to lie on the 
ground like the natives; but General Lake has 
procured cots for the whole of them. if tiie 
value of an European soldier be considered, the 
additional expence bears no proportion to the ad¬ 
vantage of this measure in preserving their lives. 
It has succeeded well, for they have very few sick, 
which would not have been the case had they been 
exposed to the dampness of the ground. Such a 
march as this could not have been undertaken, bad 
not the soil been an unmixed sand, which a few 
liours after rain, becomes perfectly dry. 

At three o’clock 1 was up and dressed, and soon 
afterwards set off with the GeiieraL It was per¬ 
fectly dark, and the road being over fields, we 
made the mussalchces precede us, till we canie up 
with the ammunition waggons, when prudence 
made us, extinguish the tights. The road was 
covered with carts, bullocks, and troops, but the 
darkness prevented me from examining an Indian 
army on its march. It seems to differ from an 
European one, only, in being more confused. We 
got to the ground taken up by the tents about a 
mile beyond Secundepore, after a ride of nine 
miles. The day was sultry, but in the evening 
the sky was overcast, and it rained a little. As 
his Excellency determined to continue his march 
the next day, I took my leave of him in the even- 
mg, when, m a long and interesting conversation, 
he expressed to me the anxiety that be felt for the 
success of the present contest. He said, that 
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Lord Wellesley’s conduct towards him had been 
noble and generous: that he had ^rested in )iim an 
unlimited power, both of drawing on the different 
treasuries, and of making treaties with the native 
Princes: that, consequently, he considered lumaelf 
alone as answerable for the result, ile expressed 
tiie strongest sense of obligation to the noble 
Marquis, for having placed such unlimited confi¬ 
dence in a person, in whose appointment lie had 
borne no part, over whom he had but little con- 
troul, and with whom he had had rather unplea¬ 
sant discussions in consequence of the indefinite 
powers of a Captain-GcneraL These praises of 
the Governor-General were most gratitying to my 
feelings, and convinced me that he had rightly 
estimated the character of the Commander in 
Chiet^ whose probabilities of success were greatly 
increased by a confidence which did equal honour 
to them both. 

ffav'ing sent on o^ne elephant to pass the Cali 
Nuddl, I set off" on another, with Mr. Webb on 
horseback, for the ferry, distant six miles. As 
there w'as but one small boat, the cavalry autl car¬ 
riages were sent round by Kodda Gunge. At the 
village on the other side of the river we found a 
gig waiting for us, into which we mounted, and 
through roads that were never meant for a carriage, 
passed safe to a spot within two miles of the can¬ 
tonments, where our friends had kindly placed a 
sociable. We got to Mr. Grant's by lialf past 
eight. 

"Wishing to pay every attention in my power 
to the ^Jawaub, I called on him t)ie next 
morning to take my leave, a compliment rvilh 
which he seemed highly gratified. I afterwards 
paid a formal visit to Ilia uncle the regent, who 
had visited me, and received presents to the amount 
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of tv^^o thousand rupees. His character is so de- 
testable, that 1 should have decliaed pajing him 
any attention, had I nut \trished to avoid the ap> 
pearancc of entering into any party disputes in 
India. 

At five in the morning I scft off from FuUy 
Gill IT, and arrived at half past six at the Cali 
Xudili, where 1 found one of the cavalry horses 
dying, and another lying drowned on the bank. 
We crossed without diflicully, and arrived at iela- 
labad by nine, a distance nltogether of about 
twenty-four miles. We did not encamp precisely 
on the same ground as l>efore, but in a tope, which, 
as the wind w'as high, was more pleasant. The 
parched appearance of the country was truly me- 
lanciioly, aurl the heat most oppressive. 

Aloving by half after four, we hoped to have 
escaped the heat of the sun; but it arose un¬ 
clouded, and was very powerful before we got to 
bleerun-ka serai, a long twelve miles from our last 
resting place. Having learned that Colonel Van- 
deleu re would be this day at Bello war, i wrote to 
him, to invite him to join my party at dinner, and 
to inform him, that I did npt feel it necessary to 
keep my cavalry guard any longer with me, and 
that therefore, if it wouUt be any convenience to 
hint, 1 would put them under Ids orders. This 
letter I sent oft by a messenger at eleven o'clock, 
who returned with an answer by eight in the 
evening, hairing gone sixteen coss, or nearly forty 
miles ill nine hours. This I considered as veiy ex¬ 
peditious, and rewarded him with two rupees, a 
sum which he probably had never before earned 
in one day. The Colonel objected to quitting his 
regiment, as he was impatient to join General 
Lake, but accepted, with many thanks, my offer 
Of attaching my guard to bim; they were, in con- 
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sequence, ordered to depart on the morrowr, to 
their great mortificatiot, as they had flattered 
themselves witlr the hopes of accompanying me 
to a celebrated fair, neld at Mukhunpore in 
honour of a Miissulmaun saint. 

In the night i was alarmed by a violent motion 
of niy bed, caused, as 1 at tlie time supposed, by 
some animal having got under it; but on looking 
underneath, nothing was tliere. The motion was 
sufficieutly violent to make me jump up in bed; 
nor could 1 account for it till morning, when the 
sepoy on guard at my lent said, that he had been 
thrown down by the motion of the earth, and al¬ 
most every person had experienced the concus¬ 
sion ; it could tlicrefore be nothing but an earth¬ 
quake. It moved, as nearly as I could conjecture, 
from N, to S. and lasted only a few seconds, at 
least that shock which 1 felt, and which awoke 
me. Tliere might have been slighter shocks pre¬ 
viously. The ea rill quake was felt from hence to 
Calcutta, but seems to have been most violent at 
Lucknow, where it destroyed the major part of 
the minarets, and cracked the Rome-kaderwassc 
and the Imaumbarah. Mr. Paul's building in the 
middle of his garden, in which Mr. Salt slept, has 
eight archerl door-ways, and m'cry one was 
cracked in the middle: the waters in the tanks 
overHowe<l with violence. At Allahabad i tstopped 
the cluck at seventeen minutes past one, but did 
no mischief It islmpossdrlc to trace the progress 
of the shock, as there seems no diiference in the 
time at ^leerun-ka-serai, Lucknow, Allahabad, 
and Calcutta. 

At half after four we set off, and arrived at 
Mukhunpore in little more than two hoiirs and a 
half, a distance of about ten miles: the road for 
the last mile was lined with Faquirs begging and 
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praying. The approach is pleasing, as a am all 
ri^TT winds along at the base of tlie rising ground, 
on which are situated the mosque and tow n, partly 
hid by trees. Our tents were pitched in a mango 
tope, at a small distance from the crowd. One of 
iny bearers was bitten l>y a large black scorpion in 
the toe: he immediately tied a piece of string tightly 
round it, and did not inform me till some houis 
afterwards, I aj>plied the volatile alkali. lie had 
suffered little pain, and was soon well. Soon after 
my arrival, the chief Faquir of the tomb waited on 
me, accompanied by another, with divers certifi¬ 
cates of good conduct from the Finglish wiio had 
been there. The latter staid to be our cicerone; 
the former departed, on receiving a promise that I 
would pay my visit to the sajnt in the evening, a 
thing which, of course, he much pressed on me. 
The fair begins on the 17 th day of the moon; this 
was only the 15th, yet the assembly was consider¬ 
able. Whilst at dinner, we were anrused by ilan- 
cers on the tight and slack rope, and feats of 
strength and agility. They equalled any thing of 
the kind that I ever beheld in Europe; and one 
boy showed uncommon dexterity in balancing 
iliffierent things on the top of his head, wliiist ele¬ 
vated on the summit of a bamboo that was kept in 
continual motion. Afterwards a female conjuror 
exhibited with cups and balls, eggs, and pieces of 
money, precisely in the European fasliion. I really 
begin to suspect that all our follies as well as know¬ 
ledge were derived from this country, and fully 
expect to be entertained witli a panorama at Be¬ 
nares, and a phantasmagoria in the cave of Ele- 
pbanta. We were treated with the celebrated 
trick of the mango seed planted, and tlic tree 
growing to bear fruit in the apaceof half an hour, 
which was rather clumsily performed. Mounting 
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our elephants, anti attended by my servant and 
Gopinath, we set oif for the rowzali, or tomb. At 
the gate of the outer court we were received fay a 
great number of the priests, and conducted through 
tliree courts to tlie shrine. In each of these were 
multitudes of Faquirs, roaring, dancing, and pray¬ 
ing, with the most frantic gestures. The drums 
and shrill trumpets, witli large brass basons 
beating with hollow sticks, added to the discor¬ 
dance of the noise. Even the walls were crowded, 
and we should ha^'e made our way with dlfhculty, 
had it not been for the exertions of our Faquirs, who, 
expecting a handsome present, repelled the crowd, 
and repressed with indignation the demands of 
some of the most superstitious, that we should 
take off our shoes. Of course this was complied 
with h^ our native servants. The tomb itself is 
placed lU the centre of a square buildiog, with four 
windows of fret work ; througli one of which is 
occasionally an opening. It is of the usual shape 
and size, and is covered with clotli of gold, with a 
canopy of the same over it, highly perfunied with 
attar of roses. We went the circuit, anci looked in 
at each window; afterwards, we visited the mosque, 
in front of whicli is a fountain, and two prodigi¬ 
ous boilers, where a oonstant miracle is performed; 
for if unholy rice is put into them, tlvey still continue 
empty : I had not time to see this executed; but 
it is a trick not very difltcult to play. I was glad 
to escape by ordering my Faquir to return to the 
tents. In taking a tour Uirough the fair, I saw a 
fellow with snakes and a mangose ; tlic latter in 
■bout two minutes killed three of tlie former, in 
despite of tlveir twisting round him. On reaching 
the tents, I found many of the holy men in attend¬ 
ance, inasmuch as they were afraid of trusting 
each otlier, although each considered himself as 
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perfect. I gave them two gold moliiirs, about 
which they wrangled abuDdaatly. At his parti' 
lar request; I appomted the Faquir Kuriminuddien 
my Vakeel at the court of the holy saint Huaiut 
Syed Buddiudieu Kotbal Muddar; and at the same 
time received from him an account of liis master, 
a translation of which is given in the Appendix, 
At these fairs all the rascals in India are assembled; 
we therefore expected some attempt might be 
made to rob us, but the night passed off quietly. 

At four we left Mukhonpore for Poorah, dis¬ 
tant seven coss, or fourteen miles, and did not get 
there till past eight. Our elephants were com¬ 
pletely tired; and the sun rising perfectly clear, 
the heat was very oppressive. We found our tents 
most pleasantly situated in a mango tope on the 
side of the road, perfectly o]Jcn to the west, whence 
the wind blew fresh; but, alas! towards the mid¬ 
dle of tlie d^ it occasionally was as hot as before 
the rains. The countiy we passed through was, 
as usual, a sand, but highly cultivated, with mango 
topes in great abundance: I saw no jungle the 
whole day. The crojjs were in a wretched state, 
except where tlie poor cultivators had, with much 
labour, watered their heldsfrom the wells that are 
almost constantly at one side of tJiem. The roads 
were very bad after we got into the Ftawah dis¬ 
trict, where the one per cent, has been taken off, 
and the old corvee established again. The crowd we 
met going to the fair astonished me; for the first 
ten miles it was as great as in London streets; and 
afterwards, some party or other was always in sight. 
The scene amused me much; Hindoos and Mus- 
aulinauns equally hastening to the religious festivi¬ 
ty. The females witli their infants in hackerys, when 
they oQuld afford the expence: the males on horse¬ 
back; the poorer women <mi foot, with their husp 
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bands frequently can^'lng two children in the 
bangys slung across their shoulders. The faquirs 
witli their flags, and fllthy appearance, added to 
the crowd, and stunned us with their tom-toms. 
Mounted oh our elephants we got on without dif¬ 
ficulty, and were greeted with a hlesaiog and cho¬ 
rus as we passed by them. During the whole 
night the road was covered with people, and the 
song announced their approach. The air was ex¬ 
tremely cool and pleasant. 

At half after four I set oft' on my elephant, and 
Mr, Webb, who felt unwell, in his palanquin, for 
Chibbepore, distant about ten miles. Wa again 
were encamped in a mango tope, and the breeze, 
though still from the west, was cool and pleasant, 
except occasionally, when, for a minute, it was 
so hot that one might liave supposed tlie rains had 
not yet arrived. 

At half after three we left Chibbepore. Two 
miles from Cawnpore, Mr. Kicliardson the Col¬ 
lector met me, ana conveyed me to the bungelow 
of Captain Salkeld, who had proceeded with 
Colonel Vandeleure for the army. At Cawnpore,. 
which is the chief military station in the ceded 
provinces, there are barracks for four hundred ar¬ 
tillery, two King’s regiments of infantry, one of 
cavalry, three native cavalry, and seven thousand 
native iDfaiitry. The boats that are used for plea¬ 
sure are large and convenient, having several 
apartments, w'ith Venetian blinds on each side to 
keep them cool. Unfortunately for us. so many 
were engaged at this time, that we could not pro¬ 
cure any that were very good. Three small ones 
tolerably clean were liired for Mr. Paul, Mr. Sait, 
and myself: we bad others for our servants and 
baggage. A person met me from the \^iiier, to 
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whose custody I delivered up the tents and ek' 
pfaants. 

I discharged all my servants that were hired at 
Lucknow, excejjt two luTcarrahs, as they would be 
useless during the voyage. His Highness the 
Nawaub Vizier me by Mr. Paul two very 
ma^ificent Persian dresses, such as he wears Jiitn- 
seU; with a sword and shield. He also sent me 
four female dresses. These were more elegant, 
and more richly ornamented with gold and silver, 
than any thing I had seen, and gave me a high 
idea of the elegance of the interior of a MiissiiL 
mannas harem. 

Al'e embarked, September 5, in the pinnace 
which was hircil by Mr. Paul: it was rowed by 
twelve dandjjs, and being the largest, was our sit^ 
ting room. The river was most upcommouly low 
for the season; the sand banks were the refore 
visible; and left the channel in some places hardly 
snlhcient in width for the passage of the boat. 
The current was extremely rapid, and drove the 
boat very often broadside foremost. The water- 
fowl were in great numbers on the edges of the 
shoals, and formed an excellent mark by which 
to guide the boats. Tlie bungelows, as we pro¬ 
ceeded, extended for four miles on our right, 
situated on an elevated bank, with hauging shrubs 
occasionally interspersed. It was much cooler 
than on shore; indeed Cawnpore is the hottest 
place at which I have been. We stopped at Mr. 
Quiros’s at Nudjufgur, fortiicrly belon^i^ to Ge¬ 
neral Martin. It is an Hindostanico-^ropean 
house, with small rooms, i^rtified as usual by strong 
doors and shutters; and lias no recommendation 
except be i ng on the ban ks of the Ganges. The i ndi* 
^ works at this place are veiy considerable, Mr. 
Quiros has the house, and one third of the profits, for 
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managing Oie whole of Ihe btisineas. We viewed 
the indigo works; but it was too hot to see tlie 
gardens, which, I understand are very extensive; 
or the plantation of roses, that was formed to 
supply the manufacture of attar, which was the 
finest in India, In tlie evening we passed the 
town ofSurajpore, pleasingly situated on the right 
bank of the river, with several Hindoo temples 
and gauts to the edge, for ablutions, some of wliich 
were in ruins, but others were building. Tlie 
country is flat, excepting the high bank of the 
river, on which, in generaT, the villages are situate 
ed, surrounded by mango topes. Not unfre¬ 
quently a little pagoda peeped from among the 
trees, and the river expanded into reaches of eight 
or nine miles, altogether forming a scene that was 
grand and pleasing, notwithstanding the even 
line of the horizon. We dined at five, and came 
to an anchor on the easberiij or left side of the 
fiver, about seven o’clock, a little below Bucksah, 
having come seventeen coss. We found there a 
merchant going up the country with merchandise, 
and from him procured some articles we wanted. 
We retired for the night to our separate boats, 
which were moored close together. Our dandy* 
lighted their fires, and dressed their simple meal, 
on the bank. We bad one shower of rain in the 
day; several fell in the lught, and much cooled 
the air; hut before mlduigitt it was again exces¬ 
sively sultry'. 

We got off" by five. The banks of the river 
were this day more picturesiiue, from the mixture 
of jungle with the mango and tamarind trees. 
Our steersman got us on a sand bank, as he had 
several times done the day before, and in a more 
alarming manner, for the river drove us down a 
channel tliat was not, in general, used: for several 
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tiiiles we were kept in doubt wliether we should 
be able to get out at tlje extremity, or be obliged 
to traeh back the whole way * fortunately we were 
not reduced to the latter, which would have de¬ 
layed us at least a day. It was however a vexa¬ 
tious circunistance, as we did not pass close to Ual- 
mow, muated on the eastern hatifc, which is cover¬ 
ed vrith handsome pagodas, gauts, and a citadel of 
some extent. This was the birth-place of Ticket- 
roy, where he had a country seat; and to his mu¬ 
nificence the natives are indebted for the nume¬ 
rous buildings. Tlie brecae continued pleasant. 
We dmed at four, and b3' half past six came to 
our moorings on a sand bank, whi^i we chose, in 
hopes to escape the numerous insects that attend 
on vegetation; nor were we disappointed. Wc 
t_ isday matlfe thirty coss. The breesse contijiucd 
the whole night, 

At half after three the boats were removing: by 
s^ I was_ in sight of Currali, which extends for 
above a mile along tlie western bank, on the sum¬ 
mit of U'hich the old fort was situated; of this 
noiliing now remains except ruins. A new one 
of brick, uitha stone gateway, and four found tow¬ 
ers, the height of the walls, is unfinished. As the 
pinnaces were not in sight, I was tempted by the 
appearance of several picturesque pagodas oversha¬ 
dowed by tamanuds and baoian trees, to land 
at agaui^ and visit one of the largest, where was an 
image of .Maliadeom the cent re,,and the bull iookiue; 
at him Seaadpore is distant a mile, and does not 
he on the mam branch of Uie river; I.could, tbere- 
tore only perceive it at a distance. It has many 
h^dsome brick buildings, and no appearance of 
d^ay ; the numbers from it that were batiiitigin 
^ show that its populatioa is considcrahie. 
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The wind blew very fresh, and drove alS the three 
boats on a sand hank to leeward, where we were 
delayed for an hour and a half, with all our men 
up to their middles in the water, pushing us along: 
at^rwards the breeze carried us on admirably. 

iTie G an ges is here mud dy and discolou red: the spits 

of sand mat stretch out alternately from each side 
make the navigation very circuitous and difficult. 
The reaches were, as usual, very fine, with frequent 
villages on both sides. The nver, on approaching 
Allahabad, becomes so shallow, that in no part can 
you pass down without being pushed across the 
sands. We were in sight of it by five o’clock, but at 
half after six we we re only parallel to it on the oppo¬ 
site bank. The otlier boats had crossed with faci¬ 
lity ; but in attempting it with the whole force of 
our oars, we were driven by the stream down to 
the Jumna, and with very great difficulty made the 
opposite bank. Allaliabad does not make a very 
handsome appearance; there are a few large brick 
buildings, but without any rich ornameots. The 
fort is at some distance, placed on a tongue of land, 
one side being washed b}'' the Jumna, and the 
other verj? nearly approaching the Ganges. It is 
lofty and extensive, and completely commands the 
navigation of the two rivers. Although it con¬ 
tains a palace, yet from the uniformity of the tops 
of the buildings, it has not a very striking eflfecU 
We made thirty coss this day. 

We were at breakfast by gun fire, and imme¬ 
diately afterwards set off to visit Colonel ^ydf the 
commanding officer, at his house above the fort, 
whicii we reached iu an hour and a half, by track¬ 
ing up the Jumna. It consists chiefly of an old 
mostiue, the centre of which, with its dome, forms 
an excellent room; the sides aie bedchambers. 
The internal accommodations are excellent, and 
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the xiew from It, including the fort and tft'o rivers, la 
fine. After breakfast we visited the fort; it is 
perfectly riefended by tJic old walls on the two 
fronts next the river, witli the addition of some can¬ 
non mounted upon them. The Jumna is here nearly 
fourteen hundred yards wide, and the Ganges a mile. 
The third side is perfectly modern, and is made as 
strong.as the irregularity of the site will admit. It 
has three ravelins, two bastions, and a ha If bastion, 
and stands hipfher than any ground in face of it. 

^teway is Grecian, and elegant. Oo the 
side lacing the Jumna one building is converted 
into an excellent set of apartments for the officers, 
'llie house of the Governor, in particular, is spa¬ 
cious and cool, with large subterranean rooms over- 
hanging the river. The fronts are Grecian, and 
uniform. In the same line another building is ino- 
demised, and converted into barracks for the non¬ 
commissioned officers. In the angle is a sejuare 
place where Shah Allum kept his women : there 
IS an excellent drawing of it by Daniel. The ex¬ 
ternal ajipearaoee is preserved, but all the detached 
buildings which surrounded it are pulled down. It 
is a square of six hundred feet surrounding an in- 
terioyjalace. W hen the King used to reside here, 
the 2^nana was divided into twelve suites of 
apartments by walls which passed from the palace: 
these are destroyed, but a covered way encircling 
the interior place at a small distance, is preserved 
and turned into store rooms for artillcty. The 
centre building is modernised, and fomied into a 
magazine, which purpose it answers most admi¬ 
rably. 'file large outer building is, on three sides, 
a barrack for privates i the interior front is Gre¬ 
cian, and uniform; the fourth is for stores. To 
the right again, on the bank of the G^inges, is a 
barrack for two hundred artilleiy-men. All have 
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large doors and windows, adiiiitting' a tliorough 
air. One powder magazine is finished, and liolds 
fifteen iiund red barrels. Tli ese Im provcments h ave 
been carried on by Colonel K.yd during a five 
year’s residence, and are executed in a very mas¬ 
terly manner. They have cost twelve lacs, and 
it is money well laid out. No native |>ower can 
ever take it, and a regular siege would be neces' 
sary, were an European army before it. It is the 
grand depot for our upper provinces, which seem 
to be hourly increasing in size and consequence. 
In the centre of the fort is a Hindoo temple, the 
top of wliich is level with the ground. 1 descend¬ 
ed into it by a long sloping passage, and found it 
square, and supported by pillars. In the cervtre is 
the Lingant, and at the Vr^estern end is a dead forked 
tree. JBeblnd is a narrow passage, which the 
Brahmin assured me passed from hence to Delhi, 
its a man could only enter it on Ins liandsand knees, 
the journey woul^ be rather tedious. The heat 
was most oppressive; 1 therefore passed quickly 
upwards, observing several other small statues iu 
iny way. Tliis temple is called Patal-poree, by the 
Hindoos, in which word some people wisit to dis¬ 
cover the ancient Palibothra. It is at any rate, of 
very great antiquity, and is one of the holy bathing 
places. Many Brahmins and Paquirs, with their 
flags stuck in the sand, were.performing their ab¬ 
lutions underneath the fort, on the Ganges side, 
llie Ganges is far from being visibly increased 
in size or rapidity by the tribute of so large a river 
as the Jumna. The banks are more lofty, and 
the 1>ends more frequent. We were obliged to be 
tracked along the sand banks on the windward 
side of the river, to avoid being driven on a lee- 
shore; neither could we, with all our exertions, 
make more than ten coss by sun'>set. 
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After a nigbt uncoinaioulj sultry, we set off at 
fo^^wit^lab^iskb^eezeatS.Vi^ , Myboleab,wl>5cli 
had passed down the Goomty from Lucknow, here 
joined us with my ba^ga^e. At twelve we enter¬ 
ed the singular reach where the river nius N.\V, 
nearly doubling back its former course. It is now 
more west than marked in Rennell's map. In two 
hours we got to the end, formed by a lofty bank, 
the base of which is con char, a species of lime¬ 
stone, that resists the whole force of the river, un¬ 
less when it rises very high, on which occasions it 
has carried off the upper strata of clay and sand, 
and subverted a part of the village situated on the 
summit. The rocks extend some distance into the 
river, and render the navigation dangerous. After 
the sharp turn to the right, the river resumes its 
northerly course for about four miles, A very high 
flood would, I think, carry away the village and 
all underneath it to the conchar; but that vrill re¬ 
quire years to remove. If it should ever take 
place, it would be a prodigious advantage to the 
navigation, as I have not perceived a more dan¬ 
gerous spot. We slept about thirteen miles above 
Alirzapore. Wc made about thirty coss this day. 
We set off at five, and at half after eight were 
opposite to Binde Baas nee, where daily offerings of 
sweetmeats and fruits are made to Cali, the black 
wife of Siva, instead of the bloodj’ saenhee of ani¬ 
mals, and even of the human species; which, 
tliough at first sight incompatible with the mild 
tenets of the Brahmins, undoubedly existed in for¬ 
mer times, and is enforced -iui the Vedas. Soon 
afterwards we passed Miraapore, the greatest cot¬ 
ton mart on the Ganges, a town of considerable 
extent, consisting of handsome European houses, 
and the humble liabitations of the natives, with a 
cluster of Hindoo temples crowding the banks .of 
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the rivers, Tlience we were obliged to track till 
two o’clock, as the breeze gradually^ died away, 
owiag ti> which cttcumstance did not reach 
Chunar till half after six, haviDg -made about 
sevcnteeii coss. The ap proach toChunarismarked 
by a chain of low hills, running parallel to the 
river on its right bank, which is covered by plan* 
tations and biingelows. The fort itself is situated 
on a rock, which rises abruptly from the plain, and 
advances some distance into the river. It is for¬ 
tified in the Indian matiuer by walls and towers, 
one behind the other, and Is a place 'of consider¬ 
able strength. It w'as of great importance in 
former times; but as the British frontier has been 
carried further nortli, Moi>gh 3 T and Allahabad 
liave each in their ttim superseded it as a military 
depot. A sepoy came off to meet us in a boat, 
with a book, in which w'^e entered our names, and 
number of boats; every passenger is obliged to do 
so, as the batteries completely command the navi¬ 
gation of the river, and allow no boat to go up or 
down without this ceremony. 

Tlie next day, we set oft' at eight, and a little 
below, on the left bank, came to some lines and 
bungelows, which they say are called LittlC' Cal¬ 
cutta. By one o’clock we were in sight of Kam- 
naghur and Benares, having passed through a 
country by no means interesting. Tire current 
did not carry us above three miles an hour, for 
the liver was nearly as low as in the dry season, 
and the rains seemed to be completely over. At 
hve I got to Aajegaut, a distance of eleven coss, 
where 1 landed, and after dressing myself, went to 
Mr. Neaves. Mr. Paul went to Mr. Barton’s, but 
found he had departed the preceding night for 
Mirzapore, in consequence of General Deare not 
being able to procure provisions; the appearance 
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of scarcity from iKe total failure of th&first crop, 
anti the probable failure of the second, inducing 
the people to keep back tlieir grain; he tlierefore 
accompanied us to dine at Sir Frederick Hamilton's, 
the Paymaster, where I had the pleastire to liear of 
General Lake's success before AlHghur, and the 
consequent capture of that place by an exertion 
of valour, which gives the best hopes of ultimate 
success. The rapidity of the Commander in 
Chief's movements was'such as to have baffled all 
Perron's plans. Had a regular siege of Allighor 
been undertaken, the delay would have enabled the 
whole of the Mahratta predatory troops to come 
np, and make their rapid incursions into the V'i* 
asier's territoiy, where there were but few troops 
to oppose them. The mischief that might be 
done by large bodies of Alahratta horse, has been 
shown by Miq^ordeFleury, who. with six tliousand, 
has made an incursion, plundered Eta way, cap* 
tured a detachment under Mr. Cuuingham at 
Shekoabad, and obliged Colonel Vandcleure to 
retire to Furrnckabad. We returned to our boats 
for the night, which was sultiy, under the high 
bank of Benares, 

At five we set off. The current rvas slow, and 
we only got to the mouth of the Goomty 1^ half 
after two. The soil on the banks changed Ir^am a 
sand to a clay mixed with loam. Wc saw a green 
alligator. The breeze w'as light, and we were 
obliged to track most of the morning. We came 
to at half af^er six, having made about twenty 
coss. 

The following was a hotter day than any we 
had cxpcrieuced. About four in the evening we 
passed Gazypore, where are cantonments for three 
regiments of . cavalry, and at the end of the town 
a palace of the Nawaub of Oude overhanging the 
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liver, which was now wide, aad the current conse¬ 
quently so slow, that we made but sixteen coss in 
fourteen hours. 

The weather was the next day sa extremely 
sultry that our dandys could hardly get ua on. 
Eight of Mr. Salt’s deserted in the night, but we 
procured others at Buxar, where^we vvere obliged 
to stop, in order once more to give in a report of 
our names and business to a person appointed by 
Government for that purpose. Whilst we stayed 
to allow our people to procure proyisioos, we were 
told that yesterday a boat, containing a petty Rajah 
and his family, was overset a little higher up the 
river by striking on a steep bank, and that only 
two dandys were saved, ouch accidents are not 
unfrequent on the Ganges. We proceeded in the 
evening one coss further, having made only twelve 
in the day. 

We departed again at six with a pleasant bre^e 
from the w'estward. The river irnproved, being 
wider, and liaving fewer sand banks, with reaches 
somctinies so long, that we could not distinguish 
the termination. Opposite to Seerpoie it hp cut 
off an angle, and made itself a new and straighter 
coursel We met many boats tracking up ; four 
were drawn by fifty-six people, and they got on 
with much labour. The native merchant boats are 
covererl with a pent-house of thatch; most of 
them made of several pieces bound together, and 
the whole apparently not of sufficieDt strength to 
resist so mighty a stream. The cotton boats and 
European merchant boats are better, Thr^ of the 
villagers, which are employed for fishing, are 
formed like tl^e canoes of the savages of America, 
out of a single tree. They are about twenty feet 
long, and three wide. We anchored at seven 
about two coss above the junction of the Gogra, 
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on the right hand aide; having made twcnty*five 
coss. 

We set off at five, and passed the Gogra by eight 
©clock. It IS a very large stream, but excites no 
disturbance in the Ganges. Tlie wind was due 
east; but we were satisfied with the singular goo<I 
fortune of havin^ad a westerly wind for these ten 
days, a circumstance unprecedented at tills season, 
*^0 navigation is vastly more circuitous than the 
river, owing to the spits of sand which oblige us 
to pass frequently from one side to the other ; and 
this, in a river that is a mile widev makes at 
least a difference of one coss in four. We passed 
the Soane at three o'clock: at some distance 
beyond, the river expanded into a magnificent 
reach, on one side of wiiich were situated tlie can¬ 
tonments of Dinapore, and the noble habitation 
erected for the General commanding the station. 
Beyond Dinapore is an excellent house in the 
European st^'le, belonging .to the Nawaub Vizier, 
where he resided frequently before his elevation to 
the mnsnnd, and where he used to entertain the 
officers of tlie station in a most hospitable manner. 
He was continuing his improvements when he 
removed: several buildings remain unfinished. 
Though the wind was still eastward, we made 
Baukipore by seven o’clock, owing to the rapidity 
of the current The banks were picturesque from 
the palm-trees wliich covered them in considerable 
pro^ston, increasing as we descended, and forming 
a contrast with the European appearance of the 
mango and other forest trees in tlie upper pro* 
vinces. We made this day twenty-seven coss. 

The river did not rise within four feet of its 
usual height the last season, and consequently the 
seemed to have taken an unusual direction; 
this gives hopes of saving the bank on which Ban- 
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kipore la situated, from whicli it had formerly 
taken sucli considerable tracts as to obli^ the 
gentlemen resident there to defend their houses 
with piles and matting. The European houses 
extend the whole way from Banklpore to Patna, 
which by no means makes a handsome figure from 
the water: although it has several large buildings 
of brick, they are chiefly old, without any rich 
ornaments; and I observed but one small solitary 
pagoda, and one or two indifferent mosques. The. 
Gauges here forms a reach, whose limits to the 
east could not be discerned. As the wind was 
fresh from that point, we experienced a consider¬ 
able swell. A uoat came off from the Custom* 
house with an officer, when we were obliged for 
the third time to inscribe our names, &c. "nie 
Government have done their duty in diminishing 
the distress of the ryots who suffer most, con¬ 
senting to receive the revenue that is due. in three 
instalments. Had it not been for this indulgence, 
they would have fled, as present payment was im¬ 
possible. The current was extremely rapid, and 
carried us by six o’clock, to a bank which had a 
very pleasant appearance, where we therefore 
stopped for tlie night, having made about twelve 
coss, 

We set off at five, with a strong easterly wind 
against us, which, as tlie river is very wide, caused 
a considerable swell. At twelve we passed Bar, a. 
small village, and soon afterwards came in sight 
of the Bahar hills. As the wind abated, we made 
twenty-two coss. 

In consequence of our mangys mistaking the 
hour, we proceeded the next day at three o'clock. 
The motion soon became so violent tliat I awoke. 
The river was one extended reach to the hiil^ 
which were distant sixteen coss. Tlie stream was 
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viry rapid, by which means we made some way 
tiirabout twelve o’clock, when the wind had suffi¬ 
cient strength to keep us stationary in the middle 
of a strong current. About two it blew a very 
hea^'y with rain; we resisted it for some 

time, but at length were driven on a sand bank, 
which fortunately had a gradual slope. The 
dandys drove in stakes, aud with ropes j>revented 
our being completely aground. The gale ceased 
about five, and we got on to an island. On this 
day we made but nine coss in fifteen hours ; and 
the effect of the east winds taught us to value our 
good fortune in having liad westerly winds for so 
lon» a time. 

When we set off next morning it was a calm, 
but the wind rather freshened about eight. The 
scenery was this day very much Iniprov^ed by the 
vicinity of the hills on the right hand, which are 
covered with jungle to the summit. The fore* 
ground was flat as usual; mango topes and palm 
trees were mixed with the villages. On the left 
was a dreary sand bank, covered only -witli grass, 
along which we were obliged to creep slowly till 
twelve o’clock, when the current became more 
rapid and the wind lessened. At one, Afooghyr 
was in sight, and by six we reached it, having 
only made eleven coss. 

We were moving by daylight, and at eight 
came to visit the hot well of Setacoon, which I 
have before mentioned. It is situated about half 
a mile from the shore, in a plain backed by the 
hills, with several rocks rising about it. The 
spring is considerable, and the air-bubbles rise in 
gr^t {quantities. I had no thermometer to ascer¬ 
tain the heat, but it was too hot to let the liand 
lemain in it. It is built round, with steps to de¬ 
scend to it, so that 1 could not examine the sub- 
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stance of the natural sides. There are three cold 
springs on tliree sides of it, at the distance of 
about twenty paces; in these my bearers and other 
Hindoo servants first bathed, and repeated prayers 
after the Brahmins: they then proceeded to the 
hot well, where they took up a little of the water 
in their hands, the Brahmin praying for some time. 
They threw it in again, and had a small quantity 
sprinkled on them, which they most religiously 
rubbed in, making their salaams at the same time. 
We were soon satisfied, and hastened from the Im- 
portnnate begging of the Faquirs^ to our boats. 
We proceeded by nine, the wind still east and 
made tolerable way till two, when we were driven 
by tlie wind and cnrrent against a lofty bank, 
wblcli was rapidly yielding to the attack of the 
stream. I feared lest a quantity shonld fell into 
the boat, but we; were saved from this accident by 
the slope, occasioned by what had already fallen, 
which prevented too near an approach. Some¬ 
times, however, the fall of large mas^s close to 
the boat considerably alarmed us. This lasted for 
two hours, during which we made but little way. 
Tlie river then turning to the south, and the wind 
falling, we got on by six to the celebrated Faquir’s 
rock at Janguira. It rises in the river near to the 
light shore, and has deep water all around. It 
has been drawn by Daiueh We made but four¬ 
teen coss this day. 

We set O'ff a little after five, and as the wind 
was light, got on tolerably well to the mouth of 
the nullah which leads up to Bhaugulpore: we 
were there by ten o'clock, and obliged to track 
the rest of the day. We stopped at six, on the 
lee side of a sand-bank, having made fifteen coss. 

In tlie night we had a violent storm of thunder 
and lightning, accompanied with rain, and wind 

von. I. N 


178 


COLGOXG. 


from the east. We held to the shore by ropes, and 
sudered no inconvenience. The liills still continue 
on the right, but much nearer. At nine we came 
to three islands in tlie river, covered with wood, 
with large masses of rock, forming a firm barrier 
against the. force of the water, and others still 
larger rearing their heads amongst the underwood. 
The ground on the right bank was beautifully un¬ 
dulated, and covered in many places with trees, 
among w’hich were two English houses, in a situa¬ 
tion the most enviable I have seen iu India: be¬ 
yond them was a range of small detached conical 
hills, covered with jungle to their summits, and at 
a greater distance, the blue hills of Bail a r. Col- 
gong is the name of the place, near which the 
Bbaugulpore nullah again joins the river : four 
coss lower, the river makes a singular turn round a 
hill covered with wood; and from nearly a 
northern, takes a due eastern course. Some rocks 
protrude into the stream, on the farthest of which 
arc carved the Hindoo deities, in compartments. 
At three o’clock a heavy gale came on, and drove 
us on a lee-shore, where we were obliged to remain 
all night. It was about two coss above Poiutee, 
and about thirteen from our baiting place of yes¬ 
terday. 

The night was very unpleasant, from a heavy 
rain and strong wind, which raised a considerable 
swell, and made the budgerow beat every minute 
against the shore. At six, we attempted to get 
over the river, but did not succeed; and at eight 
were obliged to return to the shore we bad left, 
only one coss longer down. The men got out the 
rope to tow' us, and coming suddenly into deep 
water, two of them were carried off by the current, 
and would have been lost, had not a small native 
boat been near, which took tliem up. The bank 
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was covered with a grass four teen feet high, whose 
roots run very deep, and assist iu preventing tiie 
iueioachments of the river; it however rendered 
tracking more difficult to our men. By great ex¬ 
ertions we at length rounded the rocky headdand 
of Pointee, and came to in a small bay, where we 
were sheltered from the strong easterly wind, that 
rendered our advancing impracticable, having 
made only four coss. Mr. Salt and I walked to 
the lop of the hill, where a Mahomedan saint is 
bnried, and worshipped, in consequence of having, 
as they say, taken prisoner a tyrannical Rajah about 
four hundred years ago, and thrown him into tiic 
Ganges in a large kedgeree pot ; I presume well 
closed. His house and mosque are m ruins, but 
his tomb is in high preservation on the summit of 
the hill, and command^ very fine l iew of the 
river, with the Terriagully hills quite to Siceli- 
gully, when the river at length turns to the 
south, Pointee is one of the tanuah, or invalid 
villages. 

At half past five we set off with little wind, but 
it freshened by eight, and we were obliged to 
make tlie lee-shore, and track. The river is here 
most dangerous, the sand banks stretching out 
above a mile, and being at that distance in some 
places hardly under water. At two we came to a 
nullah where it again joins the Ganges ; yet the 
effect of the easleiTy gale meeting the current ob¬ 
liquely, and forming an angle, drove the water so 
rapidly into it, that it carried us up for a consider¬ 
able distance; nor coui<l we make tbe opposite 
shore for above an hour, having broken a rope in 
tbe attempt to drag. Our poor dantlys worked oa 
till near six, having in twelve hours made only six 
coss; it was altogether one of the most unpleasant 
days I ever passed, We eould never say we were 

N 3 


180 


r^aaiACTULLT. 


out o£ clauseaad all our people suffered great 
fatigue aad incouveuiencc * nor was there any vil¬ 
lage near, where they could procure provisions. 
A large herd of cattle was feeding, with their 
keepers^ at the place to which we came. They 
refused to milk the cows for us till momJug; but 
we exerted a little illegal violence, and imprisoned 
the chief in the boat, till he procured the quantity 
of milk we wanted, for which we |3aid a very 
handsome price. 

After a damp and rainy night, we bad some 
difficulty in inducing our dandys to set off at six, 
but gentle words and presents encouraged them. 
We soon afterwards were overtaken by a violent 
storm, which drove us on a desert shore, covered 
with a lofty grass jun^e, tlirough which the 
tigers had in two places fflade a road to the water, 
and left tlie marks of their feet behind. To stay 
here was impossible i our poor fellows were there¬ 
fore obliged to scramble on, frequently up to their 
middle in water, dragmng us after them. The 
current was violent, and the swell greater than I 
thought fresh water could produce. 1 have de¬ 
scribed the evils of the day preceding, but those of 
the present far surpassed them, particularly to our 
people, as the rain is what they dread most, from 
Its frequently causing illness among them. At 
five we got round the rocky point of Terriagully 
by bawling; and by six, were safe in a small bay 
near one of the tannahs. We gave a supper to all 
our attendants, amounting to above one hundred, 
for the sum of eiglit rupees. We made this day 
eight coss. 

Tile night was damp and unpleasant, with a 
swell that kept tile boat perpetually striking against 
tlie shore. By half after five- we got The 
current was extremely rapid, and soon carried us 
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roocd the point of Siceligully, where the rivet 
opens into the largest extent I have yet seen. 
It is three miles wide, and about ten coss in 
length. In this fresh water-sea, we were over¬ 
taken by a gale of wind from the east, more violent 
than any we had yet experienced. About one the 
rain poured down in torrents, which calmed the 
wind, and rendered the river as smooth as glass; 
we consequently got on well and pleasantly, for 
the first time since we, four days a®o, came in 
sight of these hills, which however they may im¬ 
prove the prospect, are almost as difficult to pass 
at this season as the Cape of Good Hope itself. 
Having left them behind, as the weather rapidly 
improved, our dandys recovered their spirits, and 
taking advantage of a fine moon, we went on till 
a quarter past seven, by which nreans we reached 
Najumahal, a journey of fifteen coss. 

After a cold and damp night we set off at half 
after five, and at eleven took our leave of the main 
stream of the Ganges, and entered a small branch 
which is called the Bogaietty : it forms, with the 
JelUnghy, an island, on which are situated Cossim- 
huzar and Moorshadabad. The river became gra¬ 
dually narrower and more rapid, its banks afford¬ 
ing a richer scene of cultivation, and the numerous 
villages showing that we had returned to a civi¬ 
lized country'. We passed Sooty at seven, and 
soon afterwards stopped for the night, having made 
about twenty-three coss. 

We departed at five, and reached Jungipore by 
seven, where I received from my friend Mr. Atkin¬ 
son a box of insects, wliich he had taken the trou¬ 
ble to collect for me during my absence. Here 
also I met a hircarrali from Air, Pattie, the Judge 
at Moorshadabad, inviting me to his house at that 
place. As we approached Moorshadabad, the 
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banks of tbe river were gradually sloped to the 
waters edge; and where the current was-very 
rapid were protected by a fnet’Work of bamboos. 
The cocoa-nut-trees again made their appearance 
in considerable abundance, and several handsome 
pagodas were embosomed In the groves formed by 
them and the mangoes. Tire town extends for 
near five coss along each bank; but the buildings 
are in general bad, and the palace of the Nawaub 
is so insignificant that we passed it without obser¬ 
vation. The river was covered with boats; many 
of those used for pleasure resembled coffins, be¬ 
ing painted black, with bands, and ornaments of 
gilding. I beheld, with more satisfaction, the 
numerous merchant vessels, which nearly lined 
the shore on each side, and gave incontrovertible 
proof of tlic flourishing trade of this Indian capital 
of Bengal. From the custom-house a boat came 
off with a book in which we again inscribed our 
names.' At six we entered a nullah, wliicii is dry 
in the suntmer, but now has plenty of w'ater, and 
wijich leads to the vicinity of .Mr. Pattle’s bouse. 
It was formerly the bed of the river, but a penin¬ 
sula was Cut through at a considerable expence, 
wliich has saved six miles of dangerous naviga¬ 
tion. It has the appearance of a lake formed by 
Browne, with grass tb the edge of the water, 
Smootl^ as if freslii mowed, and covered with groves 
of mangoes, occasionally retiring a consiileruble 
way back, and leaving open lawns of the richest 
verdure. As there was no current, we did not 
reach the end till eight o’clock, when it was so 
late that we did not proceed to Mr. Pattle’s, but 
slept in our boats. 

Mr. PaiUe called on me at eight to conduct 
me to his liouse, where 1 took up my abode, after 
having been twenty-four days on the Ganges, 
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during which time we made four hundred coss* 
Ihe river was unusually low, or the current would 
liave been stronger, and carried the boats at a much 

^ I sent my compliments to the Xawaub, and the 
Munny Begum, which were returned by them in 
the course of the day. Mr. Pattle fixed on the 
l^^olTo^v to accompany me to the palace^ and cti- 
gaged a proper suwarry to atteiKl me. ■ 

His higlmess chose to receive us to breaktMt at 
the late hour of half after eight o'clock, which, on 
account of the heat, was most unpleasant. At 
eight we departed in Mr. Pattle’s coach and four 
foT the city. Near the palace our palanquins were 
waiting to convey us the rest of the way, vvhere a 
carriage could not advance.' We passed through 
a mass of ruins to a tolerably handsome flight ot 
steps, which ltd to a large apartment, divided by 
pillars, with a verandah overhanging the river, 
"llns has been recently repaired; for when Lo^ 
Wellesley visited him, every beam w^s propped. 
Tlie Nawaub advanced to meet me, embraced, and 
led me to a seat at his right hand. He is rather a 
handsome looking young man, and \vas plainly 
dressed in white muslin, with a rich strin- of eme¬ 
ralds round his neck, from the centre of which was 
suspended a very fine pearl ; with four others of 
considerable magnitude at the end. He spoke but 
little, and is, I understand, a very reserved nian. 
He enquired my age, where I bad been, and ^heii 
1 meaut to return home; but there was a conside^ 
able pause between each question. Roy Monick 
Chund, the old Begum’s confidential aud head ser¬ 
vant, was presented to me. He has been thirty 
years in lier service, and is a veq' able man, with 
a countenance intelligent and mild. He manages 
the old lady, whom her turn manages the Nawaub. 
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As soon as we decently could, I made a motion 
to retire. Attar and ]}awn were presented. It is 
not tbe custom here to tender presents ; tlie Na- 
waub’s poverty would make it inconvenient. 

From tbcnce we walked through ruined gate¬ 
ways, and over heaps of rubbish, to theMunnyBe- 
gum’s, where we were receiver! by two very fine 
boys, children of a man whom she adopted some 
time ago, when at mortal enmity with the Na- 
waub. He died soon afterwards, leaving these 
children, who by the Maliomedan law, have every 
riglit as if naturally descended from her. She lives 
in a small garden of about an acre and a half, 
which, out of respect to Meer Jaftier’s memory, she 
has not quitted since his death, which is now forty 
years. She conversed from behind a scarlet silk 
purdah, that was stretched across a handsome 
open room, supported by pillars. The whole had 
an appearance of opulence, and the boys were 
handsomely dressed. Her voice rs.loud and coarse, 
but occasionally tremulous. She acknowledged 
herself to be sixty-eight years of age. Mrs. Pat- 
tie, who has seen her, informs me that she is very 
short and fat, with vulgar, large, harsh features, 
and altogether one of the ugliest women she ever 
beheld. In this description, who vvould trace the 
celebrated nautch-girl of Mr. Burke? It is pro¬ 
bable, the influence she acquired over her husband, 
was owing more to her intellectual than personal 
accoinnlisliments: for she has a good understand¬ 
ing, tnough her temper is exceedingly violent. 
There is no doubt of her being rich; but what 
wiU become of her property js uncertain. No¬ 
thing can induce her to make a will: the veiy 
pientioii of a thing that insinuates a supposition of 
its being possible she can die, throwing lier into 
a violent passion. These boys are her legal 
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heirs ■ but the Nawaub is on the spot, and if not 
prevented by the British, will probably seize the 
whole. During the whole of our stay two minahs* 
were talking niost incessatitly, to the great delight 
of the old' lady, who often laughed at what they 
said, and praised their talents■ tier hookah hlled 
up the intervals. 

From thence we walked through another collco- 
tiou of ruins to the grandmother of the present 
Nawaub, where w-e were received by one of his 
brothers. The good lady was very talkative; 
complained of the weather, and the state of her 
garden and habitation, which were certainly bad 
enough. Our reception was the same as at the old 
Begum’s. We did not stay ten minutes, pleading 
as an excuse for our haste the great heat of the 
day. Out last visit was to the Nawaub’s mother, 
who lives in a wretched habitation. Here two of 
his illegitimate sous did the honours; the eldest 
of whom, about eleven, is a very stupid looking 
lad : but the youngest is more lively. His lligb^ 
ness thinks it beneath him lo marry any woman 
of this country; and the princes of the upper 
provinces have heard too much of his poverty to 
be desirous of the connexion. 1 confess I was a 
little amused witli his vanity, wlreu I recollected 
tliat about one hundred years ago, the founder of 
the family, Aliverdi Khan, was in the service of 
Mahoinmeil Azim Shall, at Delhi. Our visit here 
was the shortest of all; and having received atUr 
from the same stand, which had travelled with 
us the whole round, we departed for our carriage. 

His Highness the Nawaub had fixed the next 
morning to return my visit, and breakfast with 
me. Ten o'clock struck before we had any inti- 
ination of his approach, when a hircarrah arrived, 
* Birds tbat ai% Uught to speak. 
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and bis <Irii m was heard. His suwarry was exiremejy 
handsome, and well arranged. He was preceded by 
his elephants and camels, covered with scarlet cloths, 
and bearing flags; with a long train of trumpeters^ 
led horses, dragoons, anti a company of sepoys! 
They were marshalled in proper divisions, aiid 
came on at a very slow pace. Immediately before 
him was a state palanquin, of the houdali shape, 
covered with crimson velvet, and embroidery. He 
himself was in another of the same make, but en¬ 
tirely cloth of gold, with pannels of glass, and 
doors of tlie same. It was certainIj Jiandsomey 
but must have been immoderately hot. The 
whole bad a more princely appearance than I ever 
saw displayed, even by tlie Nawaub Viaier. 

His Highness was in white, with the same eme¬ 
rald string round his neck, and in his turban a ser- 
paish* to match it, the centre stone of which was 
the largest emerald I ever saw, an inch in height, 
and a full inch and a half in length: on it were 
engraved Persian characters, and around were fiat 
diamonds, hut of a handsome size. Tlie pearl- 
string which fastened it on was also very valuable; 
and on his finger he liad a single diaiuoud ring, 
worth, I should suppose, at least ten thousand 
pounds. I was sorry afterwards to learn that all 
these jewels were only taken out of pawn for the 
occasion, and that the people who had them in 
pledge, were present to watch and receive them 
again on bis departure, 1 met him.at the bottom 
of the steps as he quitted his palanquin, ^nd led 
him to his seat at the breakfast table. He was in 
very good ^ humour, and made many enquiries of 
me respecting my family • wliat sons I hati, and 
what brothers; to all I answere<l the truth; and 
be was amused with hearing that there were thirty- 
two years between me and my youngest brother. 

* Ornament of jewela for the hcsud. 
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He ended by begging to hear from me of mj health, 
which of course I promised. At eleven he took 
his leave, after receiving pawn and attar. jNo 
preseob were given, ns Ke had tendered none lo 
me. I was prepossessed in ins favour, by learning 
that his private character is amiable, and Ins dia* 

position benevolent. t i- i-> 4 -^ *v,a. 

* The conduct of the East India Company to the 

descendants of Meer Jaffier has been by no means 
generous. When they first became ^ 

Bengal, in 1765, by the grant of hhah AUum the 
allowance to the Nawaub was fisted at fifty-three 
lacs of rupees. In J770, they induced his succes¬ 
sor to submit to a reduction of twenty-three la^i 
but not satisfied wUir this, the Directors, in the 
following year, ordered that only sixteen lacs 
should be paid; probably considering that as asnt- 
ficient allowance for a boy of ten years old. It 
would however be difficult to discover their autho¬ 
rity for this act; and lam inclined so suspect that 
a lei»al right exists in the present Nawaub, to re¬ 
cover the immense arrears that have become due 
to his family within the last twenty-two years. 
The sixteen lacs, now allowed, are distributed among 
the descendants of Meet Jaffier, bis Begums, and 
faithful servants. The Munny Begum lias twelve 
thousand rupees per month. The present Nau^ub s 
grandmother has 8,000 rupees per month. These 
sums, with the allowances to the branches of the 
family living at Calcutta, and to the aged servants, 
leave*only to his Highness seventy-seven thousand 
rilpees per month, to defray the ex pence of his ze¬ 
nana, durbar, and guards; and twelve thousand 
rupees per month for his private amusements and 
prese nts. The I atte r sum would be ful ly sufficient, 
were he not loa<led with debt, the interest of which 
cats up the whole, and leaves him in the greatest 
distress; but the former has been proved to be in- 
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^flicient before commissioners^ appointed by the 
Governor General for the express purpose of inves¬ 
tigating Ins situation. 1 am happy to find that 
his Excellency has clelerinined to liberate him 
from his embarrassments, and that a complete re¬ 
pair of his palace has been ordered, and would 
have been earned into effect, had not the wnr 
rendered mone^' so very scarce. 

As soon as the Nawanb w-as out of sight, Mr. 
Fatties caiTiage was at the door to convey us to 
Jiurhamporc, whither our boats had proceeded 
morning. Tlie heat was very great, 
Dut DJS four horses soon brought us to the river 
side. At one we were under way; at two we en- 
tered a cut about a mile in length, made to avoid 
a long reach in the river. The current runs ra¬ 
pidly through it, and in a short time it will, wilh- 
out doubt, become the main channel. We got to 
the distance of two coss above Plassey by seven 
o'clock. • 

Me were in motion by five. Tlie river is rapid 
and full up to its banks, but winds in a most sin¬ 
gular manner. We got to a distance of about two 
coss below Ahgadeep by six o’clock, which in a 
straigiit line cannot be more than twelve coss, yet 
the meanders made it at least twenty. The coun¬ 
try was very populous and well cultivated. We 
stopwd opposite an indrgo plantation belongioR to 
Mr. Birch, who resides at lioogly. 

At eleven next day we passed the month of the 
Jcllinghy river, which is as large as the Cossimbu- 
Tile str€iirn was more meundering than eveT. 
\ery handsome Mussulniann college was for 
three hours in sight, and bore from ns at every 
point ot the compass daring that time: a cut here, 
o a mile in length, would save several miles of 
navigation. At Culpa we first experienced the 
effects of the tide. 
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We departed carly^ and by the assistance of the 
tide reached Hoogly at twelve, whence a stiff 
breeze from the carried us along for two 

hours, and gave me hopes that the tnonsooTi had 
changed. Hearing that I/)rd Wellesley was at 
Barrackpore, 1 wrote to his Excellency to notify 
my approach, and to invite myself to dine with 
him. As bis Excellency’s going to Calcutta was 
uncertain, and I intended to take my departure 
for Colombo by the first opportunity, I at parting 
took my leave of him with the most on reigned 
gratitude for the numerous kindnesses I had re¬ 
ceived during my stay in Bengal. 
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Ofrwr^yjriitfjw ^ th£ Twn i?/ CdmUa- —Aw ^Wrjinirfit 
Hciusi. — P^pulmlipn, — Incrc{fHd Si^luhriiif^—SiaU vj 
iy,—«/ //filing-.— Gaming.CkiHrm ^— 
Gtntrwiy ej Euro^an — S^ayrcmt: CqUtL —^ 

Charth E&lahthhmniL — Propa^d aii^ratioKs.-^MiHianarus. 

— CkrUiiaas Si^ Th&miw —-fTo/Zirge Cal- 

futta —O^Vciicmi to its rrduction^ 


CAXCLFTTA. 

The town of Calcutta is at present well worthy 
of being the seat of our Eastern Covemmentj both 
from its size, and from the magnificent buildings 
which decorate the part of it, inhabited by Euro¬ 
peans. The Citadel of Fort William, commenced 
by Lord Clive inmiediately after the battleof Plas- 
sey, is a very fine work, but greatly too large for 
defence. The esplanade leaves a grand r^ening, 
on the edge of which is placed the new Govern¬ 
ment House erected by Lord Wellesley, a noble 
structure, although not without faults in the archi¬ 
tecture; and ^on the whole, not unworthy of its 
destination. The sums er;pended upon it have 
been considered as extravagant by those wlio carry 
European ideas and European economy into Asia; 
but they ought to remember, that India is a conn- 
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tiy of splendor^ of cxtravagatic€; aud of outward 
appearances; that the Head of a tnlghty empire 
ought to conform himself to the prejudices of the 
country over which he rules; and that the British, 
in particular, ought to emulate the spleudid works 
of the Princes of the House of Tim our, lest it should 
be supposed that we merit the reproach which our 
great rivals, the French, have ever cast upon us, of 
being altogether influenced by a sordid, mercantile 
spirit. In short, I wish India to be governed from 
a palace, not from a counting-house; with the Ide^ 
of a Prince, not with those of a retail dealer in 
muslins and indi^. 

On a line with this edifice is a range of excel¬ 
lent houses, chunamed, and ornamented with ve¬ 
randahs, Cliouringee, an entire village of palaces, 
runs for a considerable length at riglit angles witlv 
it, and, altogetlrer, forms the finest view 1 ever be¬ 
held in any city, The Black Town is as complete 
a contrast to this as can well be conceived. Its 
streets are narrow and dirty; the houses, of two 
stories, occasionally brick, but ^nerally of mud, 
and thatched, perfectly resembling the cabins of 
the poorest class in Ireland. 

Twentj' years ago, during a famine, tliepopulation 
of Calcutta was estimated at 500,000. I have 
little doubt that it now amounts to 700,000. The 
most reniarkable sight of the kind 1 ever beheld 
was the throng that fills the streets in an evening. 
I drove for three miles througlv them without 
finding a single opening, except what was made 
by the servants preceding the carriage. The 
Strand in London exhibits nothing equal to it, 
for the middle is here as much crowdecl as the 
sides. In the year 1742, the Mahratta ditch was 
commenced, to protect the inhabitants from the 
incursions of that Power, then ravaging the whole 
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of Bengal, and beateging Aliverdi Khan in Iiis 
capital of Moorahadabad. it was intended to 
surround the whole of our territories, a circumfe¬ 
rence at that time of not more thau seven miles; 
yet now it scarcely forms live boundary of tliis 
capital of our Eastern ])OS5essions. 'i'he (ii-st fort 
was erected here in iGiJS. Our factories were 
then at Hoogly, but were moved two years after¬ 
wards. This little fort, winch fell- through the 
cowardice of its governor, and the want of mili¬ 
tary knowledge in the remaining officers, into the 
hands of SeraJa-ud-DowUh, in 1757, is now used 
as a custoin-llouse; and that spot, which could 
then hold our trade, our military stores, and a 
great part of the inhabitants, is now too small for 
the convenience of our revenue officers. The 
Black Mole is now part of a godown, or warehouse: 
it was 6l]ed wdth goods, and I could not see it. 
A monument is erectetl facing the gate, to the me¬ 
in ory of the unfortunate persons who tliere perish¬ 
ed, It also records the infamy of those, who, by 
removing their shi]>s from the vicinity of tlie fort, 
left so many brave meu at the mercy of a mad¬ 
man. 

The air of Calcutta is much affecletl by the 
closeness of the jungle arouud it, Tiie natives 
have formed a complete belt, which commences 
near the. town, and extends in every direction full 
four ndles deep. This is planted ^vith fruit-trees, 
and is completely impervious to the air. The 
country is a perfect flat, every wliere intersected 
by nullahs, and here and there a smail lake, reu" 
deling the plantations more insalubrious. Lord 
Wellesley has made one or two witie roails through 
the middle, which 1 am informed, has sensibly 
improved tiie atmosphere. More ought to be 
made, and, if possible, ti^e mar sires should be drain- 
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ed: tills would improve the roads, which, in gene- 
xal, arc very had, imMding the conveyance of pro¬ 
visions to nuarket. The place is certainly less un¬ 
healthy than formerly, which advantage is attri¬ 
buted to the filling up of Uie tanks in the streets, 
and the clearing more and more of the jungle; hut 
in my opinion it is much more owing to an im¬ 
proved knowledge of the diseases of the countiy, 
and of the precautions to he taken against them; 
and likewise to greater temperance in the use of 
spirituous liquors, and a superior construction of 
the houses. Consumptions are very frequent 
among the ladies, which 1 attribute in great mea¬ 
sure to their incessant dancing, even during the 
hottest weather. After such violent exercise they 
go into the verandahs, and expose themselves to a 
cool hreeze and damp atmospliere. 

A quay has lately been formed in front of theCus- 
tom-bouse, and promises to he a great improvement. 
Many objections hjive been made to its erection, pro¬ 
bably by interested persons. It is asserted that ves¬ 
sels cannot lie close to it with safety, as a north¬ 
wester, or gale from any quarter, may drive them 
a^inst it; but it is obvious that the same force would 
drive them on shore, were the quay out of the way. 
Tlie expence of unshipping the ladings was enor¬ 
mous, and will be completely obviated if the plan of 
embankment is carried the wliolc lengtlr of the 
town. This is now in agitation, and I hope will 
be accomplished. It has been said tliat sand w*ill 
accumulate against it; which seems to me an extra¬ 
ordinary idea, since 1 conceive the current wilt not 
fail to keep it clear, and that the only danger is of 
its being undermined. An extension of the Cus¬ 
tom-house itself^ and of its establishment, will 
soon be necessary; at present the delay is consider¬ 
able from the vast increase of traffic. 
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Since 1 left Calcutta, in March, the iron rails 
round the Goveminent House have been hnished. 
The space now to be cleared will certainly have a 
noble dFect; and the Writers* bLiildings being 
newly repaired, form a good object from the end 
of the street that learls from the northern front. 
These buildings would have been bought by Go¬ 
vernment for the purpose their name imports, but 
too much money was asked for them. 

The society of Calcutta is numerous and gay; 
the fetes given by the Goveruor-GeReral arc fre¬ 
quent, splendid, and well arranged. The Chief 
Justice, the Members of Council, and Sir He my 
Russel, each open tiieir liousas once a week for the 
reception of those who have been presented to 
them. IndcjicDdeutly of these, hardly a day 
passes, particularly during the cool season, without 
several large dinner parties l>eiQg formed, con¬ 
sisting generally of thirty or forty r the convivial 
hospitalily which prevails on these occasions would 
render them extremely pleasant, were they more 
limited; but a small and quiet party seems un¬ 
known in Calcutta. A Subscription Assembly also 
exists, but seems unfashionable; it is Iiowever the 
only place of public amusement, and I sec no 
hopes of any other being established; for the 
fashionable world of Calcutta is unfortunately' so 
divided into parties, that it is improbable any plan 
of public amusement could be brought forward, 
which would not meet with opposition. 

It is usual in Calcutta to rise early, in order to 
enjoy the cool air of the morning, which is parti¬ 
cularly pleasant, before sun-rise. At twelve they 
take a hot meal, which they call tiffing, and then 
generally go to bed for two or three hours. The 
dinner hmir is commonly between seven and 
eight, which is certainly too late in this hot cli- 
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mate, as it p^e^■ellts sd evening ride at tlie proper 
time, and keeps them up till midnight, or later. 
The viands are excellent, and served in great pro¬ 
fusion, to the no small satisfaction of tire birds, 
and beasts of prey, to wliose share a considerable 
proportion of the remains fall ; for the lower order 
of the Portuguese, to whom alone they w'O'uld lie 
servieeable, cannot consume the whole; and the 
religious prejudices of the native servants prevent 
them from touching any thing that is not drest 
by their own cast. I'o this circumstance is to be 
attributed the amazing flocks of crows and kites, 
which, iindUturhed by man, live together in ami¬ 
cable society, and almost cover the houses and 
gardens* III their profession of scavengers, the 
kites and crovVs art assisted during the day by the 
adjutant-bird, and at night by foxes, jackals, and 
hyenas, from the' neighbouring jungles. The 
wines chiefly drank are Madeira and claret; the 
former, which is excellent, during the meal; the 
latter, afterwards. The claret being medicated 
for the voyage, is too strong, and has little flavour. 
The usual mode of travelling is by palanquins, 
hut most gentlemen have carriages adapted to the 
climate, and horses, of which the breed is much 
iniprov'cd of late years* ^It is universally the 
custom to ihive out hetwCen sun*set and dinner. 
The mussalchees, when it grows dark, go out to 
meet their masters on tlieir return, and run before 
them at the rate of full eigiit miles an hour, and the 
numerous lights moving along the esplanade pro¬ 
duce a singular aiul pleasing effect. It was for¬ 
merly the fashion for gentlemen to dress in white 
jackets Oil all occasions, wliich were well suited to 
the country ; hut being thought too mucli an un¬ 
dress for public occasions, they are now laid aside 
for English clotii. 'flie architecture of all the 
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houses is Grecian, which I thiuk by no means the 
best adapted to the country, as the pillars, which 
are generally used in the verandahs, require too 
great an elevation to keep out the soduring the 
Greater part of the morning and evening, although 
the heat is excessive at both those periods. In 
the rainy season it is still worse, as the wet beats 
in, and renders them totally useless. The more 
confined Hindoo or Gothic architecture, would 
surely be preferable. 

On Lord Wellesley’s first arrival in this puntry, 
he set his face decidedly against horsc-racing, and 
every other species ot gambling ; yet at the end 
of November, iao3, there were three days races 
at a small distance from Calcutta. 

The most rapidly accumulating evil of Bengal 
is the increase of half-cast children, fliey are 
forming the first step to colonization, by creating 
a link of union between the English and the na¬ 
tives. In every country where tins intermediate 
cast has been permitted to rise, .it has ultimately 
tended to its ruin. Spanish America and St. Do¬ 
mingo are examples of this fact. Their increase 
in India is beyond calculation; and though pos¬ 
sibly there may be nothing to fear from the sloth 
of the Hindoos, ami the rapidly declining conse¬ 
quence of the Mussulmauns, yet it may be justly 
apprehended that this tribe may hereafter become 
too powerful for control. Although they are not 
permitted to hold ofiices under the Company, yet 
they act as clerks iu almost every mercantile 
house, and many of them are annually sent to 
England to receive the benefit of an European 
education. With numbers in their favour, wjtli a 
close relationship to the natives, and without an 
equal proportion of that pusillanimity and" indo¬ 
lence which is natural to them, what may not in 
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time be dreaded from them ? I have no hesita¬ 
tion in saying that the evil ought to be stopt j and 
I know no other way of effecting this object, than 
by obliging every father of halt-cast children, to 
send them to Europte, prohibiting their return in 
any capacity whatsoever. The espence that would 
thus attend upon children, would certainly ope¬ 
rate as a check to the extension of zenanas, which 
are now but too common among the Europeans ; 
and this w'ould be a benefit to the country, no less 
in a moral, than in a political view. 

After making tliese observations, 1 turn with 
much satisfaetjDQ to the brighter parts of the 
character of my Eastern countrymen. 1 can 
truly affirm, that they are hospitable in the highest 
degree, and that their generosity is unbounded. 
M'lien an officer of respectability dies, in either 
the civil or military service, leaving a widow or 
children, a subscription is immediately set on foot, 
which in every instante has proved liberal, and 
not un frequently has conferred on the oar ties a 
degree of affluence, that the life of the liusband 
or parent could not for jiears have insured them. 
The hearts of the British in this country seem 
expanded by opuknee r they do every thing upon 
a princely scale; and consequently do not save 
half the money that might be done with a nar¬ 
rower economy. I’he beginning, however, of a 
fortune being once made, it collects as rapidly as 
a snow ball. In seven years, or less, a capital is 
doubled; so that ten thousand rupees given to a 
child at birth, is a handsome independence by the 
time it arrives at the age of twenty one. 

The Supreme Court is held in tleserved repute, 
and the bu si ness is conducted with due decorum, 
'ihe chief Interpreter has been permitted to act as 
a police magistrate, in consequence of which his 
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deputy sometimes appears m causes, the imiwrt- 
ance of which calls loudly for his -master. The 
Court, when 1 was there, was once delayed two 
hours by a confusion of the terms repaid and ad^ 
vaneed, made by this man, in a cause m which Ge- 
tieral Martin's ejcecutors were defendants. 1 had 
the satisfaction of hearing the Court o^er thcni 
to pay two lacs and a half to the plamtitf, a shtoii 
of Lvcknow. The affair was one of the General s 
frauds, who had borrowed the money of him, and 
several other natives, to lend it to A^ph-ud 
Dowlah; and on his being repaid, he refused to 
return them their share: and they dared not com¬ 
plain, as the Nawaub would instantly have seiaed 
It. They, however, kept his bond, and recovered 
on it with interest. 

It will hardly be believed that m this splendid 
city, the head of a mighty Christian empire, there 
is only one church of the establishment of tlie 
mother country, and that by no means conspicu- 
ous, either for size or ornament. It is also re¬ 
markable, that all British India does not aftord 
one Episcopal See, while tliat advantage has been 
granted to the province of Canada ; yet it is cer¬ 
tain that from the remoteness of the country, and 
the peculiar temptations to which tire frwdom or 
manueTB exposes the clergy, immediate EpisOTpal 
superinteiidance can no where be more requisite. 
From the want of this it is painful to observe, 
that the characters of too many of that order, 
by no means creditable to the doetTines they 
profess, which, together with the unedi^ing ^n- 
tests that prevail among them eveii in the pulpit, 
tend to lower the religion, and iU followers, m the 

eyesofthenativesofeverytiescription.lftheret>e 

any plan for cpncilialing the minds of the nativM 
to Christianity, it is so manifestly essential tliat it 
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should appear to them in a respectable forin at the 
seat of Government, tiiat I presume all parties 
will allow, timt tiie first step siiould he to place 
it there upon a proper footing. 

Since my return to England, I find that an 
Episcopal cstabiislimeut for India, upon a very 
large scale, lias been publicly rccoinnieuded by the 
Rev. Dr. Riichanau, Were its expediency in other 
respects agreed upon, 1 fear the present state of 
the rcs’ciiue in that country, would render such a 
serious addition to the expenditure, unjustillable; 
but the inaintenance of one bishop could not 
reasonably be objected to; for, vritha revenue of 
eleven millions, it becomes a duly and not a mere 
consideration of eligibility, to ajij>ropriate a part to 
religious purposes; I tlierefore concur with the 
Doctor, in an earnest wisli tliat such an appoint¬ 
ment should take place witiiout delay. In the 
contemplation of such a measure, I shall state my 
ideas relative to the situation, authority, and 
duties of a Bishop for India. 

1 conctfivc it to be essentially requisite that Ihe 
person appointed to this sacred office, should de¬ 
vote Irimself to it for life, renouncing every ex¬ 
pectation of returning to England in advanced 
years, and enjoying hiinself in indolence upon a 

{ lension. JIc sliould consider the tie connecting 
lim with his diocese as indissidubfe, and place all 
liis felicity in perfoniiing his tJnlies with fidelity 
and honour. He should he free from the rage 
of nroselyting, tliat he may he able to observe 
with impartiality the conduct of those whose zeal- 
leads them to attempt the conversion of the 
Hindoos, and that lie may prevent a recurrence of 
tliat violation of their prejudices, which has so 
recently been pmetised by some of the Alission- 
aries; a conduct highly reprehensible, which, if 
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persevered in, will eertainly induce them to de¬ 
cline all instruction, if it does not provoke them 
to expel the British from India, He should be 
invested with the foil power of suspending and 
ordering home any of his delintiuent clergy, with¬ 
out which it would be impossiljle for him to main¬ 
tain ififectual discipline: and it a right of appeal 
against his sentence were thought adviseablc to 
be granted, it should be cither to an Archbishop, 
or to the King in council; since a power of re¬ 
versal lodged in the India Company might 
ibnnd as detrimental in ecclesiastical, as it is in 
civil affairs- Even delicacy should induce them 
to decline it, since it is scarcely possible that all 
could be unprejudiced Judges in the case of a 
person appointcil by ihcinseives, 

I should be much inclined to urge the propriety 
of extending to the whole clergy of India the 
principle of perpetual residence; but in order to 
induce men of real merit to accept of an otiicc 
requiring them to abandon the liojies of returning 
to their native country, a stipenrl should be an¬ 
nexed to it, suflicient to support a mode of living 
correspondent to their diguity, and to make an 
adequate provision for their families. If a pension 
were allowe<l for the widows, it would be an ad¬ 
ditional motive to tlic truly respectable, and would 
render a large salary less necessary, 

In every view, poliLtcal as well as religious, it is 
highly desirable that men of liberal education and 
exemplary piety should lie employed ^ who, by 
their manners, would improve the tone of society 
in which they lived, and by the purity of their 
character operate as a check on the tendency to 
licentiousness that too frequently prevails. 

The splendour of Episcopal worsliip should be 
maintained in the highest degree wlrich our church 
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allows. On the tialives of India, accustomed to 
ceremonial pomp, and greatly swayed by external 
appearances, i t wou Id im press tlwt respect for ou r reli- 
gioo, of which, I am sorry to say, they are chiefly 
by our neglect of it at present destitute. The na¬ 
tural effect of which lias been to excite a doubt 
in the mind of the Hindoo, of our own lielief In 
that faith, which we are so anxious to press upon 
him. 

llie native Inhabitants of Calcutta may, indeed, 
from the sight of one solitary church, believe that 
w'e have a national religion, but I know of notliing 
that can give this information to the rest of our 
Eastern subjects. M'hdst tlm Mussulmaun con¬ 
querors of India Iiave established mosques in every 
town of their dominions, the traveller, after quit¬ 
ting Calcutta, must seek in vain for any such mark 
of the religiou of their successors. 

Another great obstacle to the reception of 
Christianity by the Hindoos, is the admission of 
the Parias into our church, among whom the 
chief conversions have been made, since nothing 
can be more shocking to their ideas than the 
equality tlius produced between the higher and 
lower casts. As long as this distinction continues 
to exist, it will be impossible to obliterate such 
notions; and any ion ovation attempted by Go¬ 
vernment in this respect, would be resisted by the 
utmost force of prejudice. 

Although the Hindoos have adopted from us, 
various improvements in their manufactures of 
8al^pct^e, opium, and indigo, and have made rapid 
advances in the knowledge of sliip-building, prac¬ 
tical mathematics, and navigation : yet none of 
these acquirements have interfered with their 
icl igious prejud ices, 'fhe i nstaut these are touch ed, 
they fly off frorn all approximation to their mas- 
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ters, and an end is put to fartlier adTancement, 
Nothing is therefore more to be avoided tlian 
alarming their jealousy on this head, and escciting 
the suspicion that Government means, in any 
manner, to interiere in the business of proselyting. 
The Brahmins area very powerful body ; they are 
both an hereditary nobility, and a reigning hierar^ 
chy, looked up to with the highest veneration by 
the inferior casts, and possessed of the most dis* 
tinguishing privileges: tlvey will consequently 
oppose with their whole influence any attempt to 
subvert that system, upon which ail their supe- 
riority depends. They liave already taken alarm 
at the proceedings of the Missionaries in Bengal, 
and other j>arts ; and, if driven to extremities, will 
doubtless excite a formidable disaftection to our 
Government among the natives. On the con¬ 
trary, liie former wise policy of treatiug them witli 
1 ‘cspect, and giving a full toleration to their su¬ 
perstitions, was often attended witli the happy 
eftect of making them the instrument of enforcing 
useful regulations in the country ; for they have 
never scrupled, when retiuired, giving a sanction 
to the orders of Government to suppress hurtful 
practices, as in the case of the sacririce of cliil- 
dreti atdorgur, and in many other instances. ^Ve 
shotihl also be a wart that, althougli the compa¬ 
rison between the Mussulmaun intolerance, and 
our contrary spirit, was so much in our favour, as 
to have had a powerful etlicacy in attaching them 
to tlie British Govermnent, knowing that they 
had only u clioice of masters; yet were this ilifler- 
ence of policy taken away, tlieir habits and manuera, 
winch are more congenial to those of tiie Muasnl- 
mauus, would probably induce ttjem to prefer then 
government to ours. 

That tlic success of live Missionaries in Chins, 
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Japan, and otliM places; should have been brought 
fonvard by people unacquainted willi India, as 
an arguBieiit for the probable conversion of the 
Hindoos, is uot surprising; but that it should 
have been urged by “ a late resident in Bengal,” 
does indeed astonish tne ;- for what analogy is 
there between these countries and India? There 
was no loss of cast, no civil disquallfications, no 
dread of future punishment, to prevent the Chi¬ 
nese, the Japanese, or the inhabitants of the Phi¬ 
lippine Islands from becoming Christians; yet all 
tJresr impediments are in the way of the Hindoo; 
and I confess 1 believe them unconquerable. 

'I he conversions made by the Mahoincdati so^'e- 
reigns of India have also been quoted ; but as 
these arc admitted to have been merely the effect 
of the utmost violence and oppressiou, they can 
hardly be used as an argument for the practica¬ 
bility of conversion by any other means; and E 
trust they are not brought forward as an indirect 
recommendation of the coercive system of the 
Hcv. Dr. Buchanan. 

The conversion of the Christians of St. Thom6 
has also been mentioned ; but the remote date of 
the period when it occurred, leaves us obscurely 
informed of the circumstances by which it was 
attended: we learn, however, that the Missiona¬ 
ries appeared in an humble condition, not likel}’ 
to excite alarm or jealousy in the ruling powers of 
the country, who were then Hindoos. With re¬ 
spect to the later conversions by tlie Jesuits and 
other Catholic missiouaries, besiiles their employ¬ 
ing artifices which, it is presumed, would not be 
adopted by Protestants, the aeconnts of their ex¬ 
traordinary success cannot be credited, without 
admitting, on the same authority, the miracles of 
St, Francis Xavier and otbers, liy which it is said 
to have been promoted. 
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Tlve advocates for conversion seem to dread the 
force of the arffument tliat may be brought against 
them from the former failure of the Mussnlmauns 
to convert their Hindoo subjects, and the more 
recent failure of the Catholic and other mis¬ 
sionaries; tlrcy therefore wish to argue, that, 
something inemdent or unsuUable has entered 
into all their measures;'* but is it not moreieason- 
able to suppose that there are insurmountable ob¬ 
stacles in tfie habits, laws, and religious prejudices 
of the inhabitants, that have prevented tlm pure 
doctrines of Christianity from liaviug the same 
force over llie minds of the Indians tiiat they ac¬ 
quired over the Japanese, Chinese, and other na* 
lions f Has not the Mussulniaun religion met 
witli the same resistance from its first appearance, 
through tlie plenitude of its power to its present 
decay? The Sultauns found they could destroy 
their subjects, they could raze tlieir temples, but 
thev could not convert them ; not Irom any-anti- 
pathv to the religion of their masters, but from au 
attachment to their own. Yet we should remem- 
l>er, that the Snltauns had advantages that we 
Irave not; they had a real, a physical power in the 
country, widcli rendered tiicm superior to any risk 

of rebellion. , x, c 

Very little encouragement is afiorded therefore 
by past experience to exjicct that the future exer¬ 
tions of Missionaries will prove successful in con¬ 
verting the Hindoos from a religion to which they 
are with so much bigotry attached, and which is 
interwoven with their whole civil polity; while 
the danger of such attempts, if apparently fa¬ 
voured % the British Government, is inanitest and 

urgent. , i- * r 

1 cannot forbear expressing my dissent from an 
opinion supported by Hr. liuchanau'antl other ad* 
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vocates for conversion, tliat if tlie Hindoos wftre 
to become Christians, tbejr would be better sub¬ 
jects to the British dominion, I have no doubt 
that should this point be attained, they would pre¬ 
sently cease to be su bjects a I toge ther. At presen t 
the Hindoo is irreco^'eiably bound by the Jaw of 
casts, to contmue in that situation in life to which 
he is bom, and no exertion of talent can raise him 


one step beyond it; he therefore looks ^vith per¬ 
fect apathy on the political intrigues of the higher 
orders, and dreads a revolution as productive 
of great personal distress, anrl as putting to 
hazard his life and little property. But were the 
path of ambition laid open to him by that equa- 
listation which would be the consequence of the 
destruction of casts, an ft the general reception of 
Christianity; talents would have their free career, 
and every man of spirit would consider himself as 
the establisher of liis own fortune, la it credible, 
then, that in such an event, so many millions of 
natives would submit to l>e governed by a few 
thousand Europeans, to \vhoni they could feel 
no natui'al attachment, or obligation of allc- 
giaoee ? 

Upon the whole I am fully persuaded that the 
first step to be taken is that ot rendering our own 
religion respectable in the eyes of onr Indian sub¬ 
jects, by an establishment of' greater splendour and 
dignity, and especially by a better choice and more 
vigilant inspection of the regular clergy; and that 
Government should studiously avoid interesting 
itself in the conversion of the natives, since it Is 
impossible that they should not connect in their 
minds the eea! of proselyting, exerted by those in 
power, with a plan of coercion and intolerance. 
If placing in the hands of the Hindoos translations 
of the Scriptures into the languages of tlie country, 
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will ijot iiiduce them to make unfavourable com- 
parisotts between out Uvea aud our doctrsues, and 
consequently expose us to contempt, no objection 
can be made to such a dissemination of the prin¬ 
ciples of true religioQ. To its silent operation the 
cause of Christianity should be left, and who will 
not rejoice in its success? 

The splenilld Institution established at Fort 
■\Villiani oy the Marquis Wellesley, . for the educa¬ 
tion of the junior European, servants of the Com¬ 
pany, is now no more; and it is ever to be 
regretted that so magniticent and useful a plan 
siiould have been abandoned from interested mo¬ 
tives, that would better have become the little 
spirit of a retail dealer, than the liberal policy 
which ought to actuate the government of a 
powerful empire. Indeed, when we consider the 
magnitude ot our Indian possessions, their immense 
importance to Great Britain, and the difaculties 
which must arise in administering justice through¬ 
out so extensive an empire, it is obvious that the 
Company is bound, by a sacrerl dut}’, to provide 
for the welfare of its subjects by an unrcniitting 
attention to the education of those servants, who 
will be appointed to employments that can he eu- 
truster! witli safety only to men of abilities, exten¬ 
sive information, and unsullied integrity. Nor 
will these qualifications alone enable them to dis¬ 
charge the duties which their situation imposes ; 
they must also possess a thorough knowledge of 
the different languages of the natives, an intimate 
acquaintance with their tempers and characters, 
and a clear insight into their various manners, ha¬ 
bits, and customs. 

To form characters combining at once so many 
virtues and acquirements, is a task of considerable 
difticully, even under the most favourable circuin- 
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staticeSj and can only be accomplislied by a scru- 
piUoua allention to the early education of those 
ultimately destined to take so large a share in the 
government of India. Obvious as tins reflection 
nmst appear to every thinking mind, it is some¬ 
what siugular, and greatly' to be regretted, that the 
India Company slioukl, tor so long a period, have 
delayed the formation of any establishment tending 
to regulate the morals, and instruct the under¬ 
standings of its junior servants, and to prevent 
the recurrence of those irregularities and excesses, 
which have formerly <iisgraced the annals of our 
Indian history. Considering all the disadvantages 
under which the young writers laboured, and the 
many powerful temptations to which they must 
necessarily have heen exposerl, it is not so much 
matter for astouishment that numbers have fallen, 
as that any individuals should have been found 
able to encounter them. That many sucii diai'ac- 
ters have been found in India is iijcontrovertible; 
but it is also not less strictly true, that generally 
speaking, the licentiousness and incapacity of the 
Company's civil servants had long continued an 
evil of serious magnitude, loudly calling for reform. 
It cannot however be denierl, that, in spite of 
the many abuses wiiich existed fioiri the want of 
education and capacity in tliosc invested with the 
magistracy of the country, the situation of those 
provinces where the administration of the Govern¬ 
ment liad been chiefly conlided to Europeans, u'as, 
under every disadvantage, happier and more flou¬ 
rishing than the situation of those principally 
ruled by native aiithorlLies, The juflicious policy 
of Marquis Cornwallis, which prompted htiu to 
extend this system lliroughout the provinces <>f 
Bengal, is therefore deserving of [iraise, though it 
is to be lamented that the same policy did not also 
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induce hitn to institute seme re^lar mode of edu¬ 
cation, calculated to qualify the European civil 
servants for those important posts wnich they 
were destined to occupy. It is true, indeed, that 
under his Lordship's Govcrninent, the compara¬ 
tively small extentofour Indian possessions might 
not perhaps recpiire so oomp^ehensi^'e an establish¬ 
ment as the one which the Marquis Wellesley so 
ably conceived, and carried into execution a few 
years afterwards, when the very great enlarge¬ 
ment of our Indian donrintons, and ^eir encreased 
importance to the British empire, rendered it ab¬ 
solutely necessary that some system should be 
adopted likely to insure to the inhabitants of so 
large a portion of Asia, an equitable dispensation of 
the laws- 

To effect so desirable a purpose, became a 
principal object with the Marquis Wellesley during 
nis government of India. His penetrating and 
expanded genius readily perceived the imnietise 
political importance of such a measure, and its 
tendency to promote the advantage and ultimate 
happiness of the individuals them selves, for the 
regulation of whose education and conduct, he was 
solicitous to provide. He saw that our Indian 
possessions had gradually arisen, from an insignifi¬ 
cant trading settlement, to a mighty empire, ex¬ 
tending over vast tracts of country', abouodiitg 
with inhabitants, and producing yearly a revenue 
of sixteen millions; which clearly pointed out 
the justice of appropriating a portion of this 
enormous sum for the benefit of the dominions 
whence it was derived. 

Without entering into the narrow spirit of mer¬ 
cantile calculation, he did not so much consider 
what the Company might feel disposed to afford, 
as what it ought to afford; and though he studi- 
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ously endeavoured to avoid incurring all unneces¬ 
sary exptnee in the accomplishment of his design, 
he was nevertheless desirous of placing it on a 
footing suitable to the dignity of ihe empire, 
and calculated to meet the exigencies of the 
occasion. 

In establishing the College at Jort William, the 
Marquis Wellesley appears to have had two grand 
objects in view; to watch over, and improve, the 
characters of Ihe junior civil servants, and to 
afford them that peculiar species of education, 
which could alone qualify them for discharging 
tlie complicated duties of their station. To eft'ect 
either of these purposes, it became absolutely ne¬ 
cessary that some kind of control should be ac¬ 
quired over the young men, which could not be 
more unejcceptioiiably and effectually obtained, 
than by subjecting them to the confinement of a 
public institution, and placing them under the 
guidance and authority of a provost, and of such 
other officers as it might be judged expedient "^to 
appoint. Without some powerful restrictions of 
this nature, it would ha^ e proyerl tofelly inipracti*’ 
cable to keep a number of Inconsiderate young 
men witbin the due bounds of restraint. 

Tlie inadequacy of a more limited scheme has 
been unfortunately experienced, from the small 
portion of Lord Wellesley's plan still suffered to 
exist, which, though certainly useful in facilitating 
the acquirement of the native languages, is lament¬ 
ably defective in all those essential purjwses it 
was originally intended to answer; especially with 
retranl to its most important object, of preserving 
the young men from the many temptations and 
dangers by which they must necessarily be assailed 
on their arrival in such a^country as India, with 
no greater degree of experience than usually falls 
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to tbe lot of school-boys, and in full possession of 
n splendid inconie, in the expenditure of which 
they are absolutely uncontrolled. 

At the present tlnxe, there are few of these 
young men who do not keep their horses, com* 
monly their curricles, and in man}' instances their 
race-horses, wliicli together with the extravagant 
parties and entertainments frequent among them, 
generally involve them in didiculties and embar¬ 
rassments at a very early period of their Uvea. 
The enormous ex peaces attendant upon these and 
similar irregularities, are much too considerable to 
be defrayed even by the princely allowance which 
the writers enjoy from tile moment of their arrival 
in India. To support this profuse manner of 
living, they are compelled to borrow large sums, 
at an exorbitant interest, of the Dewan, who is 
frequently a native of rank, and acts as a species 
of upper servant. These men, deeply versed in all 
the mazes of Oriental subtle^', gradually insinuate 
themselves into tlie Invuurof their masters, and by 
encouraging their follies, and artfully supplying 
the means of dissipation, insensibly plunge them 
in almost inextricable djfhcuLties, and eventually 
succeed in getting into their own hands, the sole 
management of the writer’s aifairs. 

While the young man remains in an inferior 
situation, the debt to the Dewau continues to en- 
crease, froni additional advances, and the rapid 
accumuJatioQ of interest; and when the higher 
appointments at length become open, it takes 
years to clear off the cmbarrassmenta incurred by 
early extravagance. 

It is fortunate, if, in the eagerness to fiee him¬ 
self from his incumbrances, he be not induced to 
connive at the misconduct of the Dewan, and 
even to participate In the illegal profits, with 
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which the latter is ever ready to allure him; and 
though a large majority of those who arrive at the 
higher stations, pass through them with unsullied 
integrity, perfectly satisfied with the liberal al¬ 
lowances attaclied to their situation, and recjuiring 
no other inducement than their own sense of right, 
to keep them from every thing approaching to 
dishonour, yet it is nevertheless certain, that Mme 
are still found unable to resist the temptation. 
Whenever this deviation from the paths of recti¬ 
tude has unfortunately occurred, it has uniformly 
originated in the misconduct of the joung writer 
on his arrival in the country, and his consequent 
dependence upon his Dewan. 

The most dffectual mode of remedying this evil, 
is to place the young man in a situation where his 
conduct, and expences, would be subject to the 
inspection and control of respectable persons, se¬ 
lected with judgment for the important office. 
Under such circumstances, the employment of a 
Dewan ought to be prohibited, and disobedience 
rendered liable to immediate detection and punish¬ 
ment. Had Lord Wellesley's plan of a College 
been acceded to, this desirable end would have 
been attained, and the young men, subject to tiie 
restrictions and discipline of such an Institution, 
would no longer have met with those facilities in 
raising money with which their present situation 
so often presents them. They must, in consequence, 
have been obliged to confine their expenditure to 
the liberal allowance of the East India Company, 
till called to the higher appointments, v'hen, unin¬ 
cumbered in their affairs, and uncorrupted in 
their minds, they might rapidly and honestly have 
acquired, at an early period of their lives, that 
opulence which would ensure them affluence and 
comfort in their native country. This important 
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object would also have been promoted by the early- 
age at which the writers, when subject to col¬ 
legiate restrictions, might have been seat to Indiai 
they might have gone at the tender age of fifteen, 
or even fourteen , and this would have enabled 
them to return in the prime of life, with constitu¬ 
tions unlnipaired, and habits uaccntaminated by 
the lujturies of Asia. 

In a political point of view, the advantages re¬ 
sulting from the proposed regulations would have 
been equally important, and must considerably 
have assisted the grand object of tlie judicious po¬ 
licy of England, to prevent colonisration In all her 
Eastern settlements; since nothing could have 
a stronger tendency to hinder the Europeans from 
establis^ng themselves in India, than the prospect 
thus held out to them of a speedy return to their 
native climate, while the scenes of youthful days 
were fresh in tlieir remembrance, and the ties 
of friendship, and of kindred, neither broken nor 
forgotten. 

The great facility with wliich a knowledge of 
Orienta'l literature, and the c ns boms, and laws of 
the natives, might be acquired in India, compared 
with the acquisition of similar altaiivinents in Eng* 
land, is too obvious to need discussion; and con* 
sidering it was the intention of Lord Wellesley, 
tliat all the Presidencies of our Eastern empire 
should be eijuahy benefited by his establishment, 
the consequent charges ought not to have created 
an objection. These had been in a great measure 
already defrayed, and the funds, which he pro¬ 
posed to appropriate for that express purpose, 
were fully competent to answer every future de- 
matid; yet it appears by the ol^cial documeuts of 
the Court of Directors, that the dread of incur¬ 
ing espence formed the chief and almost sole 


S14 


CALCUTTA, 


reason for abolishing an Instilution, “ which," it 
was ar) ml tied, “ would under other circimistances 
have been thought deserving of tlie most serjons 
consideration.” 

Since the above was written, a College has been 
established at Hertford, on a plan somewhat siini- 
lar to that at Calcutta, which must be considered 
as an acknowledgment, that tlie principle of 
^larquis Wellesley was correct; and it is a little 
singular that although the exhausted state of the 
Company’s finances was declared to be the im¬ 
mediate occasion of the rejection of his lordship's 

E lan, much heavier expences have been incurred 
y the present scheme than would have attended 
the completion of the former, without having in 
any respect answered the important objects which 
originally suggested the expediency of itsa<loption, 
Tliis failure is by no means to be attributed to the 
gentlemen appointed to superintend the College, 
manv of whom arc men of great talents and know¬ 
ledge: and it is only to be regretted, that their 
exertions are not employed at the place where 
alone tbej’ can be of essential service — ^at Calcutta, 

In England their efforts are completely thrown ' 
away, as the students, flu ring a few months re¬ 
sidence in India, would gain a greater insight into 
the necessary branches of Eastern literature, tlian 
the study of many years iu this country could 
afford; and with respect to the customary acquire- 
meuts of classical education, the pupils had equal 
opportunities of previously attaining them at any 
of our public schools. 

The School attached to the College is almost too 
insignifican t to dcser ve menti on. W h ere oan^ mas¬ 
ters be procured qualified to teach the different 
languages of the East? Will the menial seiv'ants 
of gentlemen returned from India be appointed ? 
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Can such men be supposed competent to so im¬ 
portant an undertaking ? If not, where then arc 
masters to be procured? Tlic whole appears to 
have been a mere pretext for tlie^ extension of 
patronage, unless indeed it was intended ^ a 
seminary for missionaries, a purpose it has ^en ^ 
publicly recommended to answer in a Prize Dis¬ 
sertation by the Rev. Hugh Pearson, which I am 
sorry to say, bas been ushered into the world 
under the sanction of the University of Oxford. 

Upon the whole, when we compare the respec¬ 
tive systems of Marquis Wellesley, and the^urt of 
Directors; when we consider how much in all 
probability would have been eifected by the adopN 
^on of the one, and how very little the establish¬ 
ment of the other Is likely to produce, even though 
attended with greater burthens, it is impossible for 
an unprejudiced mind to avoid a suspicion, that 
no small proportion of jealousy of his Lordship’s 
adminlstratiott was combined with the dread of m- 
curring expence on the part of the Directors. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


&t//nro> /a Cr^Ian.^Arriwii ai P^int 

de GaUf,—Jirtimctf U Citlumbo^—Rtttption Mr. NortA .— 

Bail.—Poiilical SlaU oj Crylm with regard to 
Europeans.—EitabiUhment of ihe BritkA.—Cirnimitanet* 
in which the Bonn Mr. North assumed the Gae^mn^t.— 
Negotiations with the Chief Adiga^ru uith Obter vat ions.-- 
liotifHties begun 6^ the Candians. — Possrs^iton of Comd]^ fry 
the British Troaps.—Efeeatim of Mooto Samm^.—MaMsacre 
ef ike English.—Effects of the Caiidian War ^-ldrat on the 
Reduction of the Idand—Fortifirotion if CoittAbo. — Elt^ 
gibitit^ of remotitxg ike Seat of Goeernment to Gotle.^Mis- 
eethneous Remarks on Ce^lortn —Ctw#* ef the Cingatese Ma- 
hhars, — Mulaj^ Siddiert.—Manners and Characitr of the 
Cingoietc.—Slate of Ckristianitj^.—SchooUfot'the Nat ires .— 
Protpeeis tf Conversion.—Abuses under the Butek Govern¬ 
ment.—if pensions^ and its Effeets. —C'wtjffiHifil.— 
/mpi'omvifliff iJi Jgrtntlture suggested^ — Cfettrfng the 
Conntry.—Spirit if Mr^ North"t Administrathn^ and prior 
Abuses. — Engiisk Societi^ <iJ Coiumbo — iManaer of iieiag,— 
Jungle Ferer.-^l.,rpTotif. —ffjn/ of Staff' Surgioni, and 3fe- 
dicaf Stores*-^Professor Jhunherg. 

A ITER various disappoititaicnts anti clianges of 
plan, 1 took my passage in the Olive, Captain 
Matthea s, going with rice to Columbo, On the 
sixth of December, I went on board the Charles 
transport, for eotiveyauce down the river, acconi- 
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panicd by Mr. Salt, and attended by my Englisb 
servant, an<!^ a Portuguese, who was a native of 
Jladras. We weighed anclior at day-light and 

f roceeded on our M-ay. We passed the remains of 
ort Mornington, built at the junction of the 
Roopnaram with the Hoogly, for the purpose of 
commanding the navigation, but which has beeu 
abandoned in consequence of tlie unhealtbiness of 
the situation. The former river here forms a very 
large sheet of water, but lias many shoals; and as 
it directly faces the approach from the sea, whilst 
the Hoog^ turns to t le right, frequently occasions 
tlie loss of vessels, which are earned up it by the 
force of the tide. Tlie eddy, caused by the bend 
in the Hoogly, has here formed the most dan- 
^rous sand in the passage to Calcutta, called the 
James and Mary, around which the channel is 
never tlie same for a week together. There is not 
probably a worse navigation in the world than 
that from Sorgur to Calcutta. It is so change^ 
able, that every' dry season a regular survey is 
obliged to be made, and even that is not suflicient 
to prevent accidents, though the pilots are skilful 
and well paid; for two vessels that had been lost 
were lying on the shores as we passed down. I 
was informed they were both old and deeply 
laden; that the moment they struck there were 
no hopes of them; but that all the stores, &c, 
would be saved. 


After seven days brisk sailing, with the mon¬ 
soon in our favour, land was visible at noon from 
the deck, distant about nine leagues; a fragrant 
smell was wafted to that distance by the breeae 
that bore us rapidly along, without any unpleasant 
motion, under the lee of the island. The land 
was the Chimney Hill in Ceylon, backed by the 
interior mountains, covered with wood to their 
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very suminita. The shore has a bold appearance; 
by twetvCj we were close to it, having passed the 
smaller Bassas, over which the sea was breaking 
with considerable violence, 

With light breezes we stood off and on. and 
came to an anchor in six and a half fathoms; 
the rock called tlieGreat Elephant bearing N.N.W, 
distant about four miles. The shore Itere is a gra¬ 
dual slope: in defiance of a heavy swell from the 
south, which made tlie sliip roll most violently, we 
continued to hoh! till morning, when w^liad very 
considerable difficulty in getting up the anchor, 
our wretched sailors having hardly sufficient 
strength, and we dragged into very shallow water. 
We worked very slowly along the shore, which is 
flat towards the sea, with now ami then a prodi¬ 
gious rock rising out of the Jungle, The beach is 
sand and rock. We passed the great Bassas on 
our southern bow : it was so calm that the rocks 
were visible above the water, and very little surf 
was breaking on them. Latitudes" 16 ' north, 

We kept coasting along with very little wind, 
and that, as usual, from the west ot nortli. We 
were obliged to anchor for a short time with our 
kedge. but got under weigh by four in the morn¬ 
ing: about ten we discovered the flag flying in 
the little fort of Hainbangtotte, whence a boat 
came off with a note from the commanding officer, 
asking the usual questions whence we came, what 
was the name of the ship, and whether we had 
any news. The fort is prettily situated on a rock, 
and appears to have a bay close to it I’lie wea¬ 
ther was uncommonly fine, and as the breeze had 
come round to its natural quarter at this season, 
the eastward, we made good way, 

I had not hitherto seen a single cocoa-nut tree, 
nor any thing that looked like Asia. Some fisli- 
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ernien came ofFin their boats, but asked much too 
large a sum for their fish. More singular vessels 
I never beheld, It is in:possible to describe tliem, 
but some idea of their construction may be formed 
from a sketcii by Mr. Salt. 

From llaiDbaugtotte there is some appearance 
of cultivation, and a beautiful greeo belt skirts 
the sea, I be breeze carried us till evening to* 
■a’ards Oundraliead : still no villages were visible, 
e vyent on during the whole night; towards 
moniinga very heavy tail of rain took place, and 
a dead caTm obliged us to come to an anchor. On 
the fog clearing away about seven, we discovered 
Point de Galle, distant four miles, backed by a 
chain of rou tub topped bills covered to tlie summit 
with wood; and neyond them a still loftier range, 
with Adam's Peak • rising to an acute point. 
These appeared blue from the distance, and formed 
a noble back ground. The boat came off for the 
usual information about nine, and by her 1 wrote 
to the ofbcci- commanding at Point de Galle, re¬ 
questing his assistance in proceeding to Col umbo. 
Tire breeze was extremely light, but we weighed 
and stooil in. The shore from the Great Ifassas Is 
bold, with deep water, till you reach Point de 
Galle, which is piTdecled by a reef of tremtJiclous 
Tocksj groves ot cocoa-nut trees cover the beach 
to the water's edge The equality of their iieigljt, 
when massed, renders them an ugly object at dis¬ 
tance; but tlie elegance of their foliage on a 
nearer upproacb overcomes the dislike occasioned 
by their first api^earance. 

At twelve an answer was received fiom Lieu- 
tenaiu-G 1)1 unci Mad<jisou of tlie sixty-fiftij regi¬ 
ment, couched in very polite terms, offering me 

* Wfii«b i« ill lutiiude C* 49' Durtli, lousiuids SO* east of 
Greenwich. 
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every assistance in my journey, and inviting; me 
to the Government-house during my stay at Galle. 
I accepted this with pleasure, and immediately 
proceeded in a boat, with Mr. Salt. The landing 
place is perfectly protected from the swell, and is 
just below the gate of the fort. The batteries are 
very ninnerous, and completely command the ap¬ 
proach by water. They are in the old fashioned 
style, elevated on walls. Colonel Maddison met 
me at the water's edge, and escorted me to his 
house, through a narrow and steep street. The 
houses are, of course, Dutch built, the rooms very 
large, and bricked, the walls thick, and the cielings 
boarded. The windows have the upper parts 
glazed, the lower are occasionally shut in by lat¬ 
tices. I took possession of a suite of very excellent 
apartments, which Mr. North had left but two days 
before, on bis way to Columbo. This informa¬ 
tion was doubly pleasing to me, as I found he 
would certainly be tliere to receive me, and that 
the country was passable. Colonel Maddison un¬ 
dertook to arrange every thing for my journey, in 
such a manner that I might leave this place on 
the £0tli. The European society here is small; 
there are only three ladies, except the Dutch 
women, who still keep a good deal to tliemselves. 
This seems to be principally occasioned by their 
poverty. Mr. North and those under liim do alt 
they can to conciliate them. Wliilst the Governor 
^vas here, tlie Colonel gave a grantl hall, to which 
they were all invited, and danced till three in the 
morning. T^lie fort is by far-too extensive; it is 
situated on a neck of land, and nearly surrounded 
by the sea. The land*lockcd part of tlie bason is 
very small, but it secures a landing free from surf, 
which, when the wind has any thing south in it, 
beats with prodigious violence on the rocks tliat 
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form the extreme end of the peninsula. Ou one 
of these is erect«l the flag-staftj which therefore, 
m fact, stands without the fort. The air is cooled 
by the sea breeae, and Colonel Maddison repre^ 
sents the place as toJerahly healthy, and by no 
means so insalubrious as tliese places ^nerally are, 
which are situated in the skirts ot those lofty 
ranges, w here the clouds, being first intercepted, 
fall in rain on the vallies. At present the cocoa- 
nut groves and jungle come too close to the water’s 
edge, and the skirts of the town, for the air to 
be salubrious. There must be a complete clearing 
of the belt between the mountains and the sea, 
before wre can either reside in it, or even conquer 
it; otherwise it will ever continue a grave of Eu¬ 
ropeans. With this the Dutch were pleased; 
they considered it as an additional protection; and 
valued not the lives of thousands. To this cir¬ 
cumstance alone I believe that Eatavia owes its 
safety to the present moment. A canal has been 
dug between the bay and a small river, for the 
purpose of bringing timber dow'ii from the inte¬ 
rior, but it is now in ruins. 

Mr, Salt took a view of the town, and another 
of the little canal above mentioned, which forms 
a most perfect tropical scene. In the evening 1 
intended to drive out, but tlie rain came on so 
heavily about four o'clock, tl>at I sat down to my 
journal, anri completed it. Towards night the 
liglitning was extremely vivid, and the crashes of 
thunder tremendous; and the more alarming here, 
from the circumstance, that the magazine is built 
in a very insecure place, w'ithout any protection 
ffom the lightning: even the Dutch themselves 
allow it is fortunate that the whole town has not 
been destroyed. There is no regular rainy season 
in this island; but from its situation, at the extre- 
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mlty of the poninsula, it gets a share of the raia 
of each coast, which ialls la occasional storms at 
every part of tlie year. Howe^'er, in generalj 
more rain falls between November aod February, 
til an at any other time. The bread-fruit* tree 
grows to the size of the cbesnnt, and is altogether 
one of the most Ireautiful trees I have seen in Asia. 
Its produce is snfhcient to supply the wlroJe coun¬ 
try; and even when Admiral liainier was liere, 
with several men of war, he was able to distribute 
a frui t daily to each- m an. We hadexcellentyams, 
good sallading, and cucumbers. T];e fruits were 
bad mangoes, guavas, custard-apples, cocoa nuts, 
varieties of oranges, some ot which were black on 
the outsides, and others the true mandarin, shad¬ 
docks, and several little fruits, of which I did not 
know the name. The mutton is indifferent, not 
being fed by the Europeans; but the beet^ the 
poultry, the bread, and the dsh, are excellent. 
At Galle is a very neat manufacture of tortoise¬ 
shell : I saw some boxes that were verj' beautiful. 
In this country there are no regular bearers at 
the different stages, but a sufficient number are 
taken from the place you depart from, who convey 
you the whole way. In order, however, to expe¬ 
dite the journey, Colonel Alatldison had written 
to Columbo, to have a set sent off from that place 
to meet me at Bentotte, which is considered as 
half-way. I brought with me my own palanquin 
and Mr. Salt's, and here procured the loan of a 
doolie for my servant. This is merely formed of 
bamboo covered with painted cloth: it is light, 
and swinging low, is easier than a palanquin. For 
tlie whole party we had fifty bearers, or boys, as 
they are called here. The palanquins they con¬ 
sidered as so heavy that they fastened cross sticks 
* Artocarpu» 
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under the pole, and by that means four of them 
were constantly employed beliind, and as many 
before. Thisreatlered tbelabourveryhght. The 
pay was one of their dollars and a half, or three 
shillings to Bentotte, distant fortjr miles, which is 
much “cheaper than travelling in India, Our 
friends assured us that we should be about twenty 
four hours on the way ; we therefore determined 
to dine before our departure, which was also ad- 
viseable, as it aftbrtled more time for the roads to 
dry after the heavy rain of yesterday. Colonel 
Maddison gave me an escort of seven se^oySj and 
very politely escorted us liimsclf to the hrst river, 
Tlie road was a good one for a gig (here called a 
bandy), the whole way to the Gendra river; it 
never quitted the sea-shore, and wound along the 
bays, occasionally ascending and descending 
through the groves of cocoa-nut trees. The sur¬ 
face of the ground was covered by the Convol¬ 
vulus pes capra;, with its large and beautiful purple 
flowers. The jungle was loaded with creepers, 
amongst which, the most common and most 
splendid was the G foriosa superba. The cinnamon 
I occasionally observed, and many other plants, of 
which 1 had seen specimens in Europe; but those 
to which 1 was a stranger were vastly more nu¬ 
merous. The whole vegetation is infinitely more 
liiKurianl than in Bengal, and forms the richest 
field for a botanist that I ever beheld, except the 
Cape ofOood Hope. My bearers wen t bu t slowly, 
not more than two miles an hour, so that 1 liad 
plenty of lime to make my observations as i passed. 
We arrived at the river'l>efore sunset, where a 
boat was ready to take over the palanquins, it 
was formed of three of their canoes lasteiied to¬ 
gether, with a platform over them, Mr. North 
had given orders for every attention to be paid to 
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me, and I was consequently honoured with an 
awning of white cloth, and a cliair covered with 
the same j a mark of distinction reserved for his 
Excellency, and the King of Candy. The posts 
which sustained the awning, and the railing that 
went round the Iwat, were fancifully ornamented 
with tlte young leaves of the cocoa-nut, split into 
pieces, which liad altogether a pretty effect. The 
river was clear, and the bank was covered with 
jungle to the water’s edge. We here took leave 
of our very kind friends, and proceeded iu our pa¬ 
lanquins to Hamblamgodee, where we arrived 
about eight o’clock. The country the whole way 
was undulated, and occasionally broken by the 
most picturesque rocks; the vegetation as rich as 
ever, and the sea constantly close on our left hand. 
When it was dark, they made torclies of the dead 
branches, or rather leaves, of the cocoa-nut: these 
burnt with rapidity and brilliancy, and had a 
beautiful effect, when reflected by tlie closely in¬ 
terwoven roof of lofty cocoa-nut trees, under 
whicli we were travelling. 

The head Cingalese of the district met me in 
his dress of ceremony, which was Introduced by 
the Dutch, and continued by us. It is of blue 
silk or stuff’ made like an European coat, closed 
in the front with silver buttons and frogs: a silver 
sash over all , to which Is suspended a small silver- 
mounted sword. There is no covering to the head: 
the hair is drawn close up with a tortoise-shell 
comb. ■ A piece of coloured linen serves instead of 
breeclies. He paid his respects, and laid a piece 
of white cloth from the palanqttin to the house, 
where the clmirs were covered with white. A 
poTlico had been erected a tew days before for the 
Governor, and had been newly omaniented for me, 
with cocoa leaves. It now began to rain, and the 
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thornier v?sa loud, we therefore got the palancjuiiis 
under shelter, and staid there till eleven o’clock. 
It would have been a desperate undertaking to 
have proceetled through the jungle without a light. 
As soon as it was clear we set off, with a fresh 
guard of sepoys; but the boys moved very slowly, 
the rain having made the road slippery. When¬ 
ever they thought me asleep they ininiediately 
stopped, for which reason we made but little way 
till morning. The night was cool, the breeze con¬ 
stantly coming from the sea, to which I knew we 
were always close, by the roar of the surf. 

I awoke about five, and for once found I 
moving on. We w-ere winding among rocks, and 
I was instantly struck with the splendour of the 
Barringtonia in full bloom. The road occasionally 
quitted the sea-shore, and passed through some 
swampy jungle, where the vegetation still 
more luxuriant, but tiie cocoa-nut trees in less 
abundance. Mr. Salt made several sketclies. 

AVe passed a river, covered with fishing boats, 
over a flat wooden bridge, not yet completed, and 
about twelve arrived at Bentotte, situated on the 
Aloot Gunga. Here we found a breakfast of 
bread, butter, eggs, and fruit, prepared in the por¬ 
tico of a house built by the T)utch for the recep¬ 
tion of travellers. ^iTie Moodtliar and Posbnaster 
were waiting to receive me: the latter spoke a 
little English. At this place we were to have 
parted with our Galle boys, but as only thirty met 
us from Collinibo, we were obliged to make twenty 
go on to Caltu^ much against their inclinations, 
as they complained licavily of the weight of my 
palanquin, After passing this river in a si mi lac 
manner to the last, we again set oft* and for some 
time the road continued the same; at length we 
tiimeil rather more into the countrv to avoid a 
head-laud, and found the hills more frequent and 
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Sleep: towards night we entered an avenue of 
most magnificent jack trees, which extended the 
whole way to Caltnra. As soon as it was dark 
our usual torches were lighted, and the boys 
quickened their pace, making a most singular 
noise. One man gave me every title he could 
conceive, some few of which 1 could understand; 
I was the Ij>rd Saib, Hurrah Saih, Rajah Saih, Acha 
Lord Saib, and an affinity of otlier names that 1 
had never before heard. After every proclamation, 
of a title, the whole party gave a cry of approba¬ 
tion. We passed a temple of Buddha, erected for 
a festival given by a native to his cast. It was 
of pain tea wood, very large and square, rising on 
the outside like a pyramid, to a point. The old 
priest was at the dour, with his head uncovered, 
to make his salaams. The procession of natives 
was moving towards it, every one with his basket 
of fruit; and at their gates were the Dutch and 
other inhabitants. My guard cleared the way for 
me without difficult}', and the native boys gave us 
cocoa-nut tm-ches as we jiassed. Many at length 
joinerl the party with tor dies of their own, so t^t 
before I entered the town the road was perfectly 
illuminated. The cry of the bearers, the crowd, 
the splendour of the lights, rendered it altogether 
a most enchanting fairy scene^ and left me no 
reason to regret that the darkness prevented me 
from examining the country around. I was re¬ 
ceived at the end of tlie town by Captain Mac- 
dowal, who commands there. He iiad a dinner 
prepared, and we were not soriy' to clean ourselves 
and partake of it. We also procured twenty new 
bearers, and sent back the Galie boys. About 
eight we set off. Captain Macdowal attending us 
to the bank of the Caloo Gunga, which runs be¬ 
neath the fort. It is one of the four rivers that 
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take tlietr rise from Adam’s Peak. I understand 
that Caltura is one of tlie most beautiful places 
in the island; but tlic night permitted me only to 
observe that the fort is situated on a hill, that the 
river was broader than any other we had passed, 
and that the trees on its banks were of a very 
noble size. The Columbo boys made but littfc 
way during the niglit, as they were fat inferior to 
those from Galle. 

Tlic distance from Caltura to Columbo is only 
twenty-four miles, yet it was eleven o’clock before 
, we arrived at a place where a road turns off to 
the cinnamon garden, three miles from the fort. 
There we met a lascaryn (or native soldier) of the 
Governor’s guard, with a note from his Excellency, 
informing me that he was sent to show me the 
way'. The garden is in fact a jungle of cinnamon, 
and no otherwise interesting, by one o’clock 1 
arrived at his Excellency's country-lodge at St. 
Sebastian's, situated very prettily on a fresh-water 
lake, that nearly insulates tiie fort, of which there 
is a pleasing view. The house is wretched, having 
been transformed Into a habitation from a powder 
magazine; and within a hundred yards the Dutch 
had placed the powder mills, now likewise ren¬ 
dered Imbitable, where I immediately took up my 
residence, hfy reception from his Excellency was 
most kind and friendly; and, as an invalid, I was 
rejoiced to find myself in such comfortable quarters. 
I immediately placed myself under the care of 
Mr. Christie, the chief surgeon, a young man of 
very considerable talents, which have been m- 
ployed for the benefit of the settlement during 
the very fatal time we have possessed it, 1 was 
obliged to confine myself in great measure to the 
tiouse, where his Excellency contrived every pos¬ 
sible amusement. 
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On Chnstma$*day the whole of the natives of 
rank came to pay their compliments to him: lie 
detained them till I appeared, wiien he presented 
each to me. The ^laha Moodeliar was the highest 
native, and was dressed in blue silk with gold 
chains and medals; and most of tliem were ia 
the same coloured dress, but only a few Imd the 
honorary badges. The Moors were in their white 
robes, with jewels in their ears. Several of tlie 
young Cingalese spoke Knglish. 

The next day we had a Cingalese play, if it can 
be so called. First was a dance of children in a 
circle, making antic gestures, and striking little 
pieces of wood together: they were accompanied 
by a man playing on a tom-tom, to the blows of 
which they kept very good time with the voice. 
Next appeared a mask with boms, and other 
liidmus accompaniments, who the Malia Moode¬ 
liar informed me, was the Devil. Two still more 
hideous figures afterwards appeared, who were 
meant for his father and mother. These danced 
slowly, and sung to the same music, and threw 
about resin, which they set fire to with torches. 
The Devifs wife appeared, which I conceived 
would include the whole family party: a figure, 
however, came forward on stilts, witli a Dutch 
coat on, and a Venetian mask; what he had to do 
there I could not leam, unless he was meant as an 
emblem of the Dutch being greater than the 
Devil, or that lie was fit company for him, with 
either of which explanations 1 shall be satisfied. 
It now began to rain so heavily, that, as the actors 
were in the open air, we were obliged to give up 
this play. However, the Malabats attempted one 
of theirs in the verandah'. We had only time to 
see a figure of a woman carrying her husband on 
her back, her head, and his legs, tiiighs, and rump, 
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being artificial. This figure danccH about till the 
water came in and put an end to the exhibition. 
Two days afterwards we attempted it again, when 
the Governor had unfortunately invited several 
ladies, who were so shocked by the appearance of 
some apparently naked savages, that we were 
obliged to prevent tbem from finishing a dance, 
which from the beginning I thought would have 
turned out good. We were next presented with a 
mask of princes and princesses hunting. A bear 
and stags came in with them, and were by no 
means ill imitated. The rain, liowevcr, a^ain 
poured down in torrents and drove most ot us 
away. The few who staid were again introduced 
to the double figure, but they were now in bed. 
The exhibition was represent^ as ludicrous, but 
not indecent. 

An Arab sliip came in soon after me, for Telli- 
cherry, and as it was probable 1 might not meet 
with a better opportunity, I sent off nty Portu¬ 
guese servant witii my baggage, and a letter to 
the Resident there, reiinesting him to assist In 
sending it to Mangalore. The Governor gave a 
ball to introduce me to the Dutch ladies, but they 
bad taken prodigious offence at a character given 
of them in a work lately published by an English 
officer, and would not therefore visit an English 
Governor, The writer alluded to ought not, how¬ 
ever, to have been blamed by tliem on this head, 
as every observation respecting the Dutch females 
is extracted from Admiral Stavorinus’s account of 
the women at Batavia, and that, as nearly verbati m 
as the change of place would admit. He is in 
other instances under very large, though unac¬ 
knowledged obligations to Stavorinus, whose work 
has very great merit; and several officers, who 
have visited the Spice Islands, assure me that it 
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may be perfectly depended upon in every thing 
tliat relates to them. These ladies had Ijefore a 
dispute with his Excellency, because be had pre¬ 
sumed to ask them to a ball before he had asked 
them to dinner. This horrible breach of etiquette 
they resented, but with little success — for he 
obliged them to yield, and then gave them a 
dinner. 1 was however disappointed, as hardly a 
lady came. Tlie dancing room was a long colon¬ 
nade, which joins the magazine to the powder mill, 
and is merely built of wood, thatched, with the 
aides open, and the roof supported by pillars; 
these were covered with the green leaves of the 
cocoa-nut tree in tiers one above another in such 
a manner as completelv to cover them. The ceil¬ 
ing was formed of white clotli, under .which was 
a tret-work of moss sustained by strings, which 
had a very pretty effect, as* the moss was most 
beautiful, aud is not unaptly called by the natives 
the jewellers sorrow, from his inability to imitate 
its delicate texture. Lamps were suspentled the 
whole way, and others were placed among the 
trees ; yet with all this it was not well lighted up, 
for the floor was too brown, and the green leaves 
too dark. 

Being b}' indisposition mucii coniined, I was 
able to collect many interesting particulars con¬ 
cerning the island, of which the follow!og obser¬ 
vations are the result. 

Nothing can be_inore singular than the pnllticid 
state of Ceylon, since its coasts ha^'e been in tbe 
nossession of Europeans. The native prince, in 
iiis capital of Candy, in the centre of the island, 
has been completely cut off from all connexion 
with other countries by the foreigners, wlio have 
enclosed him in a ring of their settlements, occu¬ 
pying the whole of tbe sea* coast; so that he has 
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been obliged to ask their pernitssion, even for 
bringing over from the Malabar coast a wife of 
his own cast, which, by the laws of his religion, 
he is bound to do. On the other hand, the Euro¬ 
peans, confined to their narrow slip of coast, have 
been debarred access to tlie interior, and deprived 
of any other communication between their settle¬ 
ments on the different sides of the island, than by 
sea, or the circuitous track round the shore. 

It was impossible that such a mode of division 
should not occasion perpetual quarrels; and ac¬ 
cordingly we find that tlie Portuguese, and their 
successors tlie Dutch, were engaged iu frequent 
and bloody hostilities witli the natives, who, of 
course, regarded them as usurpers. The latter 
nation at length succeeded in their attempts to 
obtain a monopoly of the commerce of the island; 
but, in a war with the King of Candy in 1765, al¬ 
though they gained possession of his capital, they 
were obliged to make a treaty, by which they left 
him upon his throne, though reduced almost to a 
state of s'assalagc. Previously to this termina¬ 
tion, in 1765, the pDglish Government of Madras 
had sent Mr. Pybus on an embassy to the Candian 
fof die purpose of negotiating a treaty of 
alliance, offensive and defeosive; but as the Eug- 
Ush and Dutch were then at peace, nothiug could 
be effected, and the only result was a degree of 
discredit to the English Government, for raising 
expectations which it Imd no means of fulfilling. 

In the year ITSfS, a British force having gained 
possession of the fort and harbour of Trincomal^, 
the government of Ala<lras deputed Mr. IJngh 
Boyd to a second embassy to liie court of Candy. 
pB receptioa was, upon the whole, favourable; 
but the failure of the former negotiation was as¬ 
signed by the King as a reason for refusing to 
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enter into any treaty, the proposal for which did 
not come directly from his Britannic l^lajesty^ 
The re-capture of the place by the Freach soon 
after^ put an end to farther communications on 
the subject. 

When the Englisli in 17dd had made themselves 
masters of the whole sea coast of Ceylon, embassadors 
were mutually sent between the King of Candy, 
and the Goveroment at Madras; and a treaty was 
drawn up, and signed by the latter, which, hovv-> 
ever, the former refused to ratify. The King 
dying in 1798, the Chief Adigaar, or prime mi¬ 
nister, Pelame Telawve, the representative of one 
of the noblest Cingalese families, and a man of 
equal ambition and artifice, placed on the throne 
a son of the late King, % a Cingalese mother, 
and consequently a bastard, since the Xing of 
Candy can marry only a Malabar, which is his 
own cast. The young man tliereforc, had no 
rightful claim to the crown ; and the Adigaar did 
not scruple to avow that he raised him to the 
throne, with the intention of removing him when 
convenient, and restoring the Cingalese line, that 
is, of usurping the crown hiniselF. The Ailigaar 
W'as at that time invested with the whole povrer 
of the government, being moreover Dcssave or 
Military Governor of the provinces of Jatenouven 
ami Oodoono, which are the most poptdous of the 
island, and with three others, have the right of 
electing the King. Immediately after this niea- 
aure took place, the Queen, and all the kindred 
of the late King, were thrown into prison, and 
tlie second Adigaar, who would not concur in 
these nefarious transactions, w'as beheaded. The 
Queen’s brother, Moot to Sawmy, with others of 
Uie royal race, having afterwards found means to 
escape from their confinement, took refuge in tlie 
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EngUsb territory, and were placed under the su¬ 
per! etende nee of the British Government j tlieir 
persons being protected, but no power was given 
them to disturb the Candian Government, 

This was the state of things when the Hon, 
Fredrick North assumed the government of Cey- 
Jon in October 1793. The well knoum Iionour 
aad benevolence of Iiis cbaracler, and the pacific 
principles with winch he entered upon his admi¬ 
nistration, will ac^nlt hi in of any design of bring¬ 
ing on those hostilities which unfortunately took 
place during his continuance in office ; and the 
following detail of the negociations wltli the Can- 
dian court, derived from the most authentic 
sources, will inefragabij’ prove, that so far from 
taking advantage of the disorders of that court for 
the aggrandisement of the British power and ter- 
ritoij'! it was his humane solicitude for preserving 
the life of the King, which brought upou hini 
the enmity of tlie prime minister, and was the im¬ 
mediate cause of the war. 

In February, 1799, Governor North had an 
iDter''ie\v with the chief Adigaar at AnisaveUi, the 
tl»e latter liaviag declined coming to Columbo, 
through ftar of the small-poic. The Adigaar an-, 
nOUnced. the new king's accession, and then began 
to ^ make insinuations 'coticerning a supposed friend¬ 
ship between the King and the English Cingalese. 
He coiTiplained that the Government of Madras 
had not confirmed the propositions made by their 
embassador, Mr. Andrews, at his first visit to 
Catidyv Mr, North replied that the propositions 
v£i-e conditional, and depended upon others which 
the court of Candy had rejected i treaty 

settled at Madras waste have been ratified in two 
which term being expired, It became null. 
The Adigaar then claimed the province of Tam- 
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blegan, on the sea-coast near Trioconial^, as 
liaviDg been promised by Mr. Hugh Boyd tiuring 
the last war. The Governor said that he knew 
perfectly well that no such promise had been 
made, and turned the discourse. The Adigaar 
then observed, that a treaty was of no use in pre¬ 
serving friendship between nations, to which the 
Governor assented. He then began to abuse the 
Malabars, the King’s countrytneD, representing 
them as instruments for subverting his influence, 
and that of the Cingalese, at the Court of Candy; 
and he obscurely hinted at some plan, on which 
he had long meditated. Tlie Governor assured 
him that he would use his endeavours to protect 
him from the ill offices of his enemies; and thus 
the conference ended. Very handsome presents 
were made him on taking leave. 

The purpose of the Adigaar at this interview 
was evidently to sound the Governor, and pre¬ 
pare the way for a penonal correspondence, in 
which he might gradually bring liim to concur 
in the dark and ambitious pnjjects that were 
ripening in his mind. There might be truth in 
the suspicions he entertained of the influence of 
the Malabars over the mind of the young King, 
vvhose weakness would naturally incline him to 
favouritism, and who'must have felt that be was 
a mere pageant of power, under the prime minister 
who had seated him on the throne. 

The next conference between the governor and 
the chief Adigaar was held in January 1800, at Sit- 
tav'acca, on the border of tlietwo territories. The 
Adigaar opened it by complaining, that he was 
sick in body and mind, and that the King wa.s be¬ 
ginning to'give his confidence to the Malabars; 
on which Mr. North remarked, that the power 
which placed him on the throne might prevent 
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such a change in his counsels. The Adigaai- per¬ 
sisted in repiesenting the King as ill-disposed* 
and then explicitly expressed his wish Ihat th^ 
English would tahe possession of the Candian 
territory and place him, the Adigaar, at the head 
of it. Tlic Governor replied, that he could not 
think of taking possession of a country to which 
the English Iiadf no claim, or of dethroning a 
prince, against whom he had no complaint; but 
that he would willingly undertake tiie protection 
of the King and country of Candy, in the name 
of his Britannic Majesty, and would immediately 
send troops for that purpose. In this event he 
would lake care to preserve the Adigaar in the full 
and permanent enjoyment of bis authority, wliich 
would be best ^ected by maintaining tlie King 
on his throne. Ihis last condition he regarded as 
an essential preliminaiy, without a consent to 
which, he could not carry on any correspondence 
whatever with the Adigaar. With this declaration 
the iijinislcr appeared satisfied; obser\^ing that he 
W'as afraid the lengtlr of the conference might oc¬ 
casion some surprise. He requested that the 
Malia Moodeliar might be sent to him on the 
morrow, 

"Hic Moodeliatf upon his return, reported that he 
had found the Adigaar disincliiieii to keeping the 
King upon the throne; tliough he said that lie did 
not w'ish to be King himsell^ but to govern the 
kingdom under his present title. He asserted 
tlwt the people were discontented with the King, 
and did not regard him as a lawful sovereign; and 
that he wouy fly from Candy on tire news of the ap¬ 
proach of British troops. The Governor here direct" 
ed the Moodeliar positively to inform tlie Adigaar, 
that if such would be the conser^uence, not a nian 
should be scut thither, as he was determined not to 
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make war upon tlie King. If, lioXvever, hts Majesty 
should think his person safer at Coinnibo, tlian m 
hts own capital, lie should be hospitably received 
there, and have an allowance of two thousand 
pagodas per month, for the maintenance of hU 
household, which must be repaid by the Adii^aar 
who should remain at Candy with an English 
garrison, governing the country with absolute au¬ 
thority, but in llic King’s name. The Maha 
Moodeliar further said* that the Adigaar made no 
difliculty in promising a considerable tribute in the 
]>roduce of the country. He requested that Mr. 
Boyd might be sent to him. 

At the ensuing conference, ilie Adigaar told Mr. 
Boyd, that the country had been inhabited by 
devils till the time of Setedin, who expelled them; 
that a regular succession of monarchs of the 
Cingalese race followed for ages, but which for a 
long time past, had been interrupted by a series 
of kin^s of the Malabar race, who had gained 
possession of the throne of Candy; that the 
Adigaar’s brother, who was Adigaar about nine¬ 
teen years ago, had through his influence, placed 
a king of that race on the throne; and that be 
himself about two years since, in the midst of 
civil discord, had elevated the present monarch, 
although be had no legal pretensions, and was in 
fact illegitimate. He then asked Mr. Boyd, what 
he thought of thc&e things? His answer that 
be vvas sure the Governor would not think it in¬ 
cumbent upon him to enter into the validity of 
tlie present king’s title; that having found tiim in 
power at the lime of his arrival in the island, he had 
recognized him, and had since lived on terms of 
amity with theCandian nation. Tlie Adigaar then 
said, that the answer pleased him; and proceeded to 
obsen-Cjthat the Englbh had now considerable pos- 
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sessions in Ceylon^ anil might, if they choac, ob¬ 
tain the whole Candian territory; and upon this 
lie wished to bear Mr. Boyd’s sentiments, ITiat 
gentleman then distinctly related to him the tenor 
of his Excellency’s instructions; namely, that 
the Governor was sincerely desirous of the con¬ 
tinuance of bis power, and would secure it to 
him, provided the King of Candy could be induced 
to place himself and his country under the protec¬ 
tion of Great Britain, and to admit an English 
garrison into his capital; but that he certainly 
would not permit a single soldier to enter the 
Candian territory, or to give him, the Adigaar,any 
assistance whatsoever, unless the safety of the 
King’s person, and the continuance of his dignity, 
were stipulated as a preliminary to any agreement 
to be made, and his express consent were ob¬ 
tained lo the outline of any permanent arrange¬ 
ment for the future connexion between the two 
governments; that it was the Governor’s wish 
that his Candian Majesty should voluntarily re¬ 
main at Candy, under the safeguard of an English 
garrison, and that the Adigaar should continue to 
exercise the sovereign authority in his name. 
The Adigaar then observed, that such an arrange¬ 
ment could not well take place under the reigning 
King, who did not possess the confidence of the 
nation, and that Candy was torn by faction and 
civil dissensions; upon whicli, Mr. Boyd urged 
that the plan proposeil would be the most aftec- 
tual means for restoring and maintaining peace 
and good order. The Adigaar then' asked, what 
reason his Excellency had for being so anxious to 
support the King, and said that it was not he who 
wished British troops to be sent to Candy* To 
this it was replied, that the Governor's resolution 
was immutable, not to assist in any undertaking, 
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■whicli bad in view an attack upon a Prince, wIjo 
was not an aggressor, and who had not injured 
the British nation. He said, in return, that the 
King was not a friend to the Englisii, and asked, 
supposing he should attack them, how his Ex¬ 
cellency would act r The answer was, that if the 
King of Candy should become an aggressor, the 
English vvell knew how to defend themselves. 
The Adigaar then further remarked, that it was 
through his influence that the young man now on 
the throne had been placed there; and that he 
had all along had an intention of putting the Can- 
dian territory under the dominions of the English, 
provided the supreme power were conferred upon 
him; and he expressed his regret that his propo¬ 
sal had not obtained the Governor’s concurrence, 
A part of his Excellency’s instructions, which 
spoke of sending General Macdowal as embas¬ 
sador to Candy, was then mentioned to the Adi¬ 
gaar. He paused a little, and then observed, that 
the Governor might send the proposed strong 
escort with the General, if he pleased. After 
some expressions of regret that things must re¬ 
main as they were, the conference ended, Tlie 
Adigaar during the whole of it, was mild, tempe¬ 
rate, and collected ; though it might be per¬ 
ceived that he laboured under great anxiety of 
mind. 

In this interview the Adigaar's purpose was 
manifestly to feel his way, by throwing out sup¬ 
positions and putting questions. The enquiry, 
what would be the consequence of au attack com¬ 
menced on the part of the King? is very ob¬ 
servable, and fully explains some subsequent events. 

On January SI St, at nine in the morning, tbc 
Adigaar waited on the Governor. After the 
usual complimeub, he desired the room might be 
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cleared; and then began by saying, that what Mr, 
Boj'd had told him the preceding night, of the 
Governor^ resolution not to permit the deposition 
of the present King of Caudy, had rendered him 
very unhappy. Mr. North answered, that he was 
sorry his uneasiness, but that no consideration 
should induce him to be accessary to the deposition 
of a prince, wliom he liad olhcially recognized, 
and from whom he hail not received any cause 
of offence; that, moreover, his friendship for the 
Adigaar, and his desire that hia power sirould he 
secured, and even augmented, by any just means, 
had induced him to make the proposal of govern¬ 
ing in the King's name under the protection of 
the English; since he must fitid that power infi¬ 
nitely less dangerous, and more easy to be main¬ 
tained, than any that he could unjustly usurp. 
The Adigaar then asked how he and the King 
could be in power at the same time. The Go¬ 
vernor replied, that nothing could be more easy; 
for that when the King’s person should be under 
the guard of the British troops, there could be 
no difficulty in keeping at a distance any of the 
Adigaar's enemies, who should be provided for on 
the coast; and that he might issue out all ordps 
in the name of the King, whom he might easily 
conciliate by kind treatment. Tlie Adigaar seem¬ 
ed pleased with this proposal, and asked whether 
the Governor would think it necessary tohavethe 
King’s permission to send the troops to Candyv 
Mr. North answered, certainly; but he conceived the 
best wav would be for the Adigaar to use his in¬ 
fluence with the King, to make requisition for 
troops to be sent to defend him against all foreigti 
and domestic enemies, with which desire^ the 
Governor would instantly comply. The Adigaar 
replied, that Ms influence was no longer what it 
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had been, and that he feared he should not succeed. 
The Governor, said he was sorty for it, sioce, 
without tlie King's express pcrmtss'iou, he would 
not send the troops: he would, however, at all 
events, write to the King, to inform him of his 
intention of sending Major-General Macdowal to 
Candy as liis embassador, with valuable presents, 
and that he could not think of trusting a person 
of so high a rank, in so disordered a country', with 
a smaller escort than a thousand nien. The Adt- 
gaar then asked why the Governor chose to send 
a person of such distinclion: to which it was 
replied, that he wished to show the greatest possh 
ble respect to the King, and to him; and that he 
hoped the General might be able to form such 
treaties, as would be conducive to the consolida¬ 
tion of our future union. The Adigaar asked, 
what sort of treaties the Governor wished to make, 
and wliether they were meant to be like those of 
the Dutch? To which the Governor answered, 
tliat all he desired was a trea_^ mutually advan¬ 
tageous to both countries. The Adigaar said, 
why is the General to make it, and why cannot 
it be made by the Governor at Sittavacca? He 
was answered, that nothing would give the 
Governor greater satisfaction than to enter upon 
the biisiDess with him immediately, provided he 
had full powers from the King. These the Adi¬ 
gaar confessed that he had not; and asked whether 
the General on leaving Candy would take back 
the troops with him. The Governor answered, 
that it might be stipulated in the treaty that a 
strong garrison, with a commandant, should be 
left there for the protection of the King’s person. 
The Adigaar seemed greatly relieved by this reply, 
and took his leave, apparently much better satisfieii 
than at his arrival, 
vox. I. 
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The Governor having been informefl that there 
were some Dutch at Candy, sent the next day to 
the Adigaar, to desire that tJiey might not be re¬ 
tained there, but forwarded to Co I umbo, which 
was promised. He then returned to Coiumbo. 

On February lat, ] SOO, Mr. Boyd had another 
long conference with tlie Adigaar. At tliia inter¬ 
view the great obstacle was got over, namely, re¬ 
nouncing any attempt on the King’s person and 
dignity, for he agreed to this point at the com- 
mencernent of tlie conference. He represented 
the people as desirous of being frecti from the 
King’s bad conduct in governing, and proposed 
that the King's crown and dignity should remain 
untouched, but that all the functions of govern¬ 
ment should be committed to himself, through the 
influence of a British army at Candy; and wished 
the troops should be sent up immediately with 
General Macdowal as embassador. He described 
the King as inimical to the English, and said that 
time would show it. Mr. Boyd replied, that he 
could promise nothing about the troops without 
the King’s consent, wltleh was an essential part of 
Uie business. The Adigaar gave him to umier- 
staod, that the second Adigaar was his nephew, 
and of course of bis party; and it appeared lo be 
their intention, if they could get the King’s con¬ 
sent, to make him the aggressor, Mr. Boyd on 
this observed, that the Governor would have re¬ 
course to explanation before he took up arms. 
The Adigaar said, the King was offended with the 
Governor, because he permitted the pretenders to 
live at Coiumbo and Jafina, and on otlier accounts. 
He informed Mr. Bojtl tliat he had sent away the 
Ewropeans mentioned by the Governor, without 
consulting the King. He was in much better 
spirits than before, and seemed very desirous that 
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General Macdowal sliould go up with the troopSj^ 
in hope of arratigm^j matters on the spot- 

At another confereiice with Mr. Boyd, oa Fe- 
bruarj'' Srclj, the iotended letter to the King of 
Candy was shown to the Adigaar, which, with 
some alterations, he approved. Tliesc were made, 
and referred to the King’s having enemies about 
him. He then entered into a discussion of the 
remuneration to be made to the English for taking 
the country under their protection. They were to 
have at their disposal tlie revenues of the country, 
chiefly consisting in rice, areka-nut, and pepper, 
with full permission to cut wood, and to collect 
cinnamon wherever they chose. He proposed to 
return, in order to meet the General, unless his 
presence ahoiiid be necessary at Candy, in which 
c^e he would place the Dessaves in their respec¬ 
tive corlcs.* He hoped we would respect the 
pagodas, and other sacred buildings: some of 
these, he said, bad old guns on them, which he 
hoped would not be removed. He further cksired 
the General would not permit an old sword at 
Candy, considered by the Cingalese as sacred, to 
be sent out of the country : althougli the King, 
as a Malabar, might wish it. He also requested 
that the English would not kill some sacr-cd cattle 
near Candy. He asked, who would command the 
troops after the departure of the General ? and 
was answered, probably Colonel Champagne of 
whom he approved. He wisired Mr. iJoyd and 
Mr. Jonville^ to accompany the embassy; and 
added, that for himself he' had only to request, 
that when all was settlerl, the Governor would 
write him a letter, acknowledging his ser\'ices 
to the English nation, and would promise that he 
and the second Adigaar should be continued in - 

* Proviacea. 
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their places during life, and that lie would never 
forsake their fainilles. 

At another conference on Februaiy itb, the 
Governor’s engagement to protect the pagodas^ 
and comply witli the other requests, was produced, 
and satisfied the Adigaar. He asked if the Ge¬ 
nera) meant to take field pieces with Liin; and 
said, lie tliought five or six might be carried, 
though with difficulty! He took a rough draught 
of an mtended letter to the King, and settled 
when it should be sent off. On the next day he 
det^rted for Candy. 

The letter to the King was written and dis¬ 
patched. It notified the intention of sending the 
proposed embassy, accompanied by troops. An. 
answer was received, signed by the chief Adigaar, 
but with the royal seal affixed. TJiis being con¬ 
sidered as insnfficienl^ another meeting was ap¬ 
pointed at Sittavacca. 

It took place between the Adigaar and Mr. 
Boyd,- on Alarch 3d. The Adigaar began with as¬ 
serting, that letters in the form abovementioned 
bad frequently been sent to tlie Dutch governor, 
and also to Fort St. George: Mr. Boyd, however, 
demanded that, in tliis instance, as an extraordi- 
umy case, the King's consent should be signed by 
himself. The Adigaar agreed to this, and then 
read over the treaty, and made some alterations, 
adding a separate article. It was proposed that 
the sura paid till the revenue was settled, should 
be two lacs and a hajf of pagodas. He said he 
could not^be answerable for nearly so large a sum^ 
although it was paid iu produce of the country. 
He affirmed it to be bis wish, that the British go- 
should have the administration and 
collection^ of the wliole revenue; but as many 
diftereut interests in the country were to be con- 
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suited on a point of so much impOTtance, he could 
not answer for his being able to effect h. At 
length he made the following proposal; that he 
would mvite all the Dessavcs to repair to the 
frontier at his present quarters; and that the Go' 
vcrnor should come thither from Columbo, and lay 
his treaty before liim and them, which, if agreed 
upon, should be sent to Cantly for the Kings sig- 
nature; that they should all remain upon the spot 
till it came back signed, when the Governor and 
they might sign it. He further desired to know, 
what would be the consequence of the Kings re¬ 
fusal to sign such a treaty as the Governor wished; 
and was told, as before, that no force would be 
used to compel him. Mr. Boyd tbouglit lie per¬ 
ceived during this conference that the Adigaar 
had not abandoned his lung cherished project of 
seating himself on tlie throne, by the deposition 
of the unhappy young man whom he had raised 
to it. 

On Marcli 4th, another intei\dew took place. 
The Adigaar here repeated his wishes of placing 
the country under the authority of the liuglbh, 
if he should be on the throne; and threw out 
many other things which clearly proved, tliat he 
was not acting with sincej ily in the conclusion of 
the treaty as it was proposed to him, hut that he 
was still labouring to find means for effecting the 
deposition of the King, and his own elevation to 
the throne. When he had iinished, Mr. Boyd told 
him, that he felt no hesitation in saying, that he 

E ceived his drift to be the briuging of the Eng- 
Into his views of acting against the King. 
The Adigaar replied, that he was far from being 
displeased with the frankness of this observation; 
ana avowed, that he had not yet iost sight of the 
throne of Candy. Mr. Boyd then assured him, 
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End ihaL if iic iinsgiocd the Governot 

^ould enter into his views, he was egregtouslv 
iDistAken; for that his ExcelteDcy's acLmg hos- 
tilely against the present King of Candy, whom 
he had already recognised, without any provoca¬ 
tion or aggression on his part, was totally out of 
we question. He then, as on a former occasion, 
enquire what w'ould be considered as a 
^mcient aggression for taking arms against the 
and went so far as to ask whether an irrup¬ 
tion of three thou^nd men into the Enghsli ter¬ 
ritories would sudice. It was replied, that such 
would certainly be considered as provocation 
enough; but it was added in explicit terms, that 
^ould such a thing take place, he himself would 
be regarded as the person who had instigated it, 
and could not from that moment look up to t!ie 
liritish Government for support or protection, 
Imt must consider himself as having forfeited 
them for ever. Sir. Boyd explained to him the 
unhappy situation to which lie u ould be reduced 
by usurping the throne; that he must live in con¬ 
tinual agitation ; whereas by cutering heartily, 
and with good fajth, into tlie arrangement now 
under consideration, lie might pass the rest of his 
^ r assented to the justness 

of all these remarks, and protested that he meant 
to act cordially. Mr. Boyd then observed that he 
did not tlimk the Governor would come to Sitta- 
vacca. to meet him and the Dessaves upon an un¬ 
certainty; and pressed him to conclude, and finally 
agree upon, all the articles of the treaty; and if 
w thought it absolutely necessaiy to assemble the 
Uessaves, Mr. ^yd offered to remain and arrange 
the treaty, which being conclusively settled, the 
Uoiernor, or General Macdowal, would come up, 
it being perfectly uuderstood that the King would 
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sign it. He acquiesced, and they proceeded to 
the treaty. He asaented to the articles, with very 
little alteration. On the subject of the revenues, 
liowever, as to the amount of the sum to be paid 
for the expence of tlie troops* they could come to 
no agreement; and Mr. Boyd thought he could 
perceive, that the Adigaar had not yet (Xime to 
the resolution of acting witli good faith; and had 
by no means forsaken his ambitious project of 
mounting the throne. 

At anotlier conference on March 5 th, the Adi¬ 
gaar refused, on trifling excuses, to sign a fair 
copy of the treaty, which he had approved, and 
pressed to know the consequences should the 
King ultimately withhold his signature. He wm 
answered, that there was no doubt of the King's 
signing if he, the Adigaar, pleased. Upon his 
declaring that lie wished the embassy to go to 
Candy, but was desirous that Mr. l3oyd should 
previously meet t!ie Dessaves and himself, hlr, 
Boyd asked, supposing this to be the case, would 
he now give him a positive assurance, and for 
which he would be responsible, that the General, 
on his arrival, should fmd the King at Candy. 
The answer was so ambiguous as even to be to¬ 
tally foreign to the subject. The question was 
repeated four times, without producing any thing 
like a satisfactory reply. He remained pensive 
for some time, and at length asked Mr. Itoytl to 
repeat to him the final cimditions on which tiie 
embassy would go to Candy. These were stated 
to be, that he should sign the articles of the treaty 
to which he had already assented, as forming the 
fundamental conditions of a final one, to be made 
by the British embassador at Candy; and should 
give a positive assurance of being responsible for 
the embassador's finding the King at Candy on hit 
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arrh^ there. The Adigaar thevii repeated bb re¬ 
quest, that Mr..Boyd \t'ould meet the Dessaves at 
Sittavacca, which XIr, Boyd pramised to comtdu- 
nicate to the Goveroor. His motive for this Mr. 
Boyd could not comprehend, but thought it was 
not to forward a treaty that secured on the throne 
a King, whom, as he had repeatedly doclare^l, he 
placefl there in a time of trouble, with the dcter- 
mination hereafter to depose him and take his 
place. 

At a further conference on March 6th, Mr. 
Boyd informed the Adigaar that the Governor had 
resolved, in consequence of his difhculties about 
the treaty, to send forward the embassy ainl troops, 
regarding the King^s permission as given through 
him. tie added, that though the Adigaar Ivad not 
made any' positive engagemeut, ihe Governor still 
relied upon him, that he would act cordially and 
sincerely in getting the treaty settled at Candy, 
after the manner they had now concerted it. 
Tlie Adigaar said, the Governor might rely on it. 
He promised, out of respect to the embassador, to 
meet him in person, and cause other men of rank 
to do so. it was pointedly repeated to him, that 
the Governor was unalterably determined to pro¬ 
tect the King; and that if any accident should 
liappcn to him, he would never recognize the 
usurper. He seemed to feel this, and his answer 
was clear and unequivocal. He said he was sen¬ 
sible that any such attempt made under the present 
circumstances would he extremely disagreeable to 
the Governor j and that such constructions might 
be put upon it, as would injure liim in the eyes of 
his great sovereign, the King of England; that 
nothing could be further from his intentions; *nd 
that he would answer for the King’s life, and 
would himself confluct General Macdowal to the 
King’s presence at Candy. 
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In the preceding fiiU and clear account of the 
several conferences held with the chief Atligaar, 
the whole train of that ministers policy is made 
apparent. Judging of the i-^ews and principles of 
the English Governor ot Ceylon, by the ideas 
which the selfish conduct of the Dutch had given 
him of the policy of Europeans he probably cn^ 
tertained little doubt of being able to engage his 
assistance in getting rid of the pag^nt whom 
for a temporary purpose, he bad placed on the swt 
of royalty, and in seizing the vacant throne tor 
himself. For this intent he did not scruple to pro¬ 
pose rendering the crown of Candy tributary', and 
in a manner feudatory to the English; trusting to 
events for freeing him from their domimon, when 
their arms should be no longer necessary tor Uia 
protectton; and doubtless foreseeing from expe¬ 
rience, the impossibility of long maintaining an 
EuroT>can force, fit for service, in the rleletenous 
cUmie of the Candian capital. He likewise very 
explicitly disclosed his plan for involving the King 
in hostilities witli the English, byme^ansot a pro- 
poseil aggression on the part of the Candiaiis, 
Imping that the Governor would, without scruple, 
make it a pretext for entirely abandoning the 
King, and effecting his dethronement. 1 o these 
l>ase and crooked politics tlie conduct ot N|r. 
North forms a contrast highly honourable to the 
nationa^l character. Firm in nis resolution or pro- 
tec ting the person, and preserving the dignity ot 
the Candian King, he made those conditions tun- 
damental in every negotiation with the Adigaar, 
and was not to be diverted from them by his arts 
or offers He made known to that minister, that 
he and not the King, should he held responsible 
fbt any ao'^^ressloii comrriilted ti>ir the purpose or 
bringing on a war. This responsibilily, indeed, 
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was a necessary consequence of that supreme au¬ 
thority which the Adigaar possessed, andin which 
the Governor did not object to maintain him : 
since it was evident tijat the pliantom of royalty 
whom he had placed on the throne, was incapable 
of exercising independent sovereignty, and the 
Adigaar was the most powerful man of his nation. 
That the Governor sliould wish, by adopting the 
interests of the prime minister against those of his 
competitors for power, to secure Ids friendship to 
the British nation, was a very allowable measure 
of policy, and indeed the most obvious method of 
keeping the whole island In peace. 

The proposed embassy of hfajor-General Mac- 
dowal set out from Columbo in hlarcli lSO(>. The 
Adigaar met it in state; but, from the force he liad 
assembled to watch its motious, it appeared that 
he regarded the British troops with an eye of sus¬ 
picion. The greater part of them w’ere not al¬ 
lowed to proceed to the capital, which the Embas¬ 
sador entered with only a guard of sepoys and 
Malays. The Adigaar kept his promise in pre¬ 
senting him to the King; but when the articles 
of the treaty came to be discussed, tlioae proposed 
by the Embassador vvere not acceded to by tlie 
Candian Court, which offered others on its part. 
These not being admissible, the General demaniled 
Ills audience of leave, and set out on his return in 
the end of April. A copy of the treaty which he 
was directeel to offer, is given in the Appendix. 

During two subsequent years, various overtures 
were made by Governor North to the Candian 
Court, tor agreeing upon terms of amity and al¬ 
liance- but they were either disdainfully rejected, 
or answered by counter proposals, of such a na¬ 
ture that they could not for a moment be at¬ 
tended to. 
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On Febniaiy 3d. 1802, ah embassy arrived at 
Columbo from the King, with the second Adigaar, 
though only in his quality of Dessave, He at¬ 
tempted, in a secret conference, to renew the pr^ 
positions formerly made by his uncl^e the first Adi- 
ffaar, and made complaints of tlie King, to which 
the Governor refused to listen. The embassy then 
demanded the cession of three small istaotls, 
which had been granted by the Dutch treaty, with 
the right of employing ten vessels in a free com¬ 
merce. The Governor treated this demand as 
wholly impertinent; and as it was made an essential 
preliminary to a new treaty, an end was put to 
the discussion. The Deputies then desired that 
another emhassy might be sent from the Governor 
to Candy; which was refused. On the next day 
the second Adigaar had a conference witii Mr, 
Boyd, ill which he repealed some of his proposals, 
but without efiect; and he was dismissed without 
the presents to which he was entitled as second 
Adigaar, he having chosen to wave Ins dignity and 
to appear only as a Dessave. 

The first Adigaar, now convinced that his ma¬ 
chinations for obtaining the concurrence of the 
English in bis ambitious designs were hopeless, 
detcrniined upon bis long-meditated expedient of 
bringing on hostilities by aggression on tiie part 
of the Caudians. Accordingly coUectious of 
armed men soon appeared on the frontiers ot the 
British territories; and in the montli of April 
1B02, some inhabitants of Putaloip, subjects oi 
Great Britain, being upon a trading journey in the 
Candian country, were forcibly despoiled of a 
quantity of areka or betel nut, winch they had 
purchased at a fair market. Satisfaction for this 
outrage was demanded by the English govern¬ 
ment, but upon various frivolous pretexts, was 
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delayed ; and, in the mean time, the hostile pre¬ 
parations of the Candian Court became more and 
more manifest. 

These circumstances were thought a sufficient 
justification of an attempt, by force of arms, to 
compel that Court to a reasonable accommo<lation; 
and accordingly, in the beginning of 1803, two 
divisions of tlie British army marched from the 
opposite ports of Colombo and TTincomalec, under 
General Macdowal and Colonel Barbut, which 
formed a junction before the capital of Candy. 
No effectual resistance was made by the Cingalese. 
The King and the chief Adi^aar fled with precipi¬ 
tation, after setting fire to the palace and temples, 
and the British troops, without opposition, pos¬ 
sessed t lie nisei ves of the deserted capital. General 
Macdowat made various attempts to procure an 
interview with the King, but they were constantly 
eluded; and as he now appeared to have forfeited 
all claim to regard from the British Government, 
it was resolved to place on the throne a competi¬ 
tor. This was Prince Mootoo Sawmy, already men¬ 
tioned as brother of the late Queen, and a near 
branch of the royal family, who had taken refuge 
from the tyranny of the new reign in the English 
territory. He was sent for to Candy, and a treaty 
was made with liim, the articles of which aregivTn 
in the Appeurlix. 

It has since appeared that tliis Prince was by no 
means a proper person for the occasion. He had 
undergone a public punishment from tlie late king 
on account of a fraud, which circumstance legally 
di&rjualified him for succeediug to the throne. The 
assurances which he gave the Governor of his |^- 
sessing the attachment of the Cingalese nation 
proved totally deceptive, for his standard was not 
joined at Candy by a single Cingalese. He re* 
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maine^ a mere shadow of royalty, till tlie lamen¬ 
table massacre of the British troops by command 
of the Adigaar; an event, the causes and circun^ 
stances of which arc still involved in doubt and 
mystery. As Major Davy was apprized, that sup- 
plies and succours were cn the road to jom luni, it 
IS incompiehensible that be should he induced to 
capitulate to so weak a foe as the King of Candy, 
and still more, that he should afterwards consent 
to surrender his arms, contrary to the terms of capi¬ 
tulation. It is most of all extraordinary that lie 
should deliver Mootoo Sawmy to bis implacable 
enentVi who immediately put him to death in the 
presence of those, who ought to have perished 
with arms in their hands, rather than have su^ 
mitted to an act which has impressed an indelible 
stain on the British character. Major Davy should 
have taken warning by the fate of the Dutch 
when they attempted to retain Candy. Worn out 
by disease they had capitulated, and in conae* 
quence Irad been massacred. We have now pur¬ 
chased experience, and I trust tliat European 
troops will never again be pemianently exposed to 
the fatal climate of the interior of Ceylon, which 
renders all supcilority of valour and discipline un¬ 
available. 

llie Cantlian war, liowever, ilisastrous as it was, 
produced the good eftect of breaking the King’s 
power in oiiv territories. He had tietbiea nominal 
undefined authority over llie whole island, and the 
JDutch had submitted to be termed his door 
keepers. This gave him oou&equence in the eyes 
of the Cingalese, resident in our districts; and en¬ 
abled him to create disturbances. Two rebellions 
have been excited by this influence; one, in 1798, 
by the late King, and one in ! &0t) by the present. 
After the massacre at Candy the whole body of 
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natives revolted from us, probably under the notion 
that our situation was desperate, and that lliey 
must conciliate the conqueror j for their experience 
of our equitable government could scarcely have 
rendered them realty hostile to us. At present, 
the King has not only lost all inhuence over our 
districts, but his consequence is much diminished 
among his own subjects. The repeated and destruc¬ 
tive incursionsof small bodies of onr troops into bis 
territories, unopposed on his part, have shewn his 
people that he is incapable of protecting them, 
whence they have naturally been inrluced to seek 
security in our territories. 

These and other considerations lead me to con¬ 
ceive, that it is still by no means impossible to 
place our possessions in Ceylon upon a more sectire 
tooting, and even to obtain a paramount authority 
over the whole island. After the perfidious mas¬ 
sacre of Major Davy's corps, it will scarcely be 
contended, that we are under any obligations to 
consider the interests either of the usurper on the 
throne, or of the ambitious minister who placed 
him there. The little attachment of the Candians 
to the present cruel and arbitrary government, is 
proved by their frequent emigrations to the parts 
of the islaqd under the British dominion. lf„ 
therefore, the good will of the natives were studi¬ 
ously cultivated by a just and mild administration, 
by effectual protection of life and property, and 
by a due respect to their customs and religious 
prejudices, it cannot be doubted that tliey would 
vieXV with satisfaction the authority of Great Bri¬ 
tain extended over the wjiole country. 

Tor the purpose of reducing the island, we cer¬ 
tainly possess mu cl) greater facilities than either 
of its former European settlers. Its vicinity to 
our possessions on the cootinent of India, would 
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admit of the conveyance of a number of troops, 
fully adequate to the immediate extinction of all 
resistance. The plan should be to march directly 
to the capital, and drive Uie enemy from post to 
post, without intermission, till be should be com¬ 
pelled to surrender. The well disciplined sepoys 
of the Company should be employed in this ser¬ 
vice, who would he little liable to" suffer from the 
fevers so fatal to Europeans. The business miglit 
probably be effected in a single campaign, and 
a few well chosen fortified posts would secure 
the conquest. The seat of governmeat should be 
transferred to Columbo- but the natives might be 
gratified by the exterior marks of authority, con¬ 
ferred upon one of their ancient line of princes, 
who might keep a kind of court under British 
supeTinlendance. Such a change would be so 
really beneficial to the Cingalese, by putting an 
end to civil contests, and competitions for the 
crown, and by introducing the blessings of civi¬ 
lized govermneut, that, after the provocations 
given, no moral objections, 1 conceive, would lie 
against iL Farther, the massacre at Candy has 
rentlered peace more difficult, since a retribution 
must be demanded, to which the perpetrators of 
the crime will scarcely be brought to accede. I 
need not add the great advantage that would result 
from making ccunin uni cations across the island 
between our seaports and settlements on the oppo¬ 
site sides; vvhicli would also be probably attended 
with an improvement In the healthiness of the 
country, from clearing the forests and jungles. 

It has been inucn iloubted whether Ceylon 
ought to be an independent government. If the 
whole of India were new modelled, 1 should say 
not; but as it is at present, there can, I conceive, 
be no question that it ought not to be annexed to 
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either of the Presidencies; for, after vi-liat has 
already passed, no one can wish to see the Com- 
panys servants again introduced. I think, how¬ 
ever, that even were tlje Crown to assume India, 
it is more than probable a seat of government 
would be in Ceylon, instead of its becoming sub* 
ordinate to any part of the continent. Its central 
situation, its harbours, its produce, and the trea¬ 
sures which 1 suspect are hidden in the bowels of 
its lofty mountains, will, I think, render it one of 
our most valuable possessions. 

Should this take place, it might be matter of 
doubt whether it would not be advisable to remove 
the seat of Government to Point de Galle. At- 
though the fortifications of Columbo are strong, 
yet the harbour is safe at one season only, for 
during the south-western monsoon the whole 
coast is wind-bound. The inner liarbour of Point 
de Galle is safe at all seasons, being perfectly land¬ 
locked; and during each monsoon, sh^ can 
arrive, and depait from it, in safety. The for¬ 
tifications tovvards tbe sea are very strong, and if 
necessary might be considerably increased. The 
harbour itself is capable of great improvement. 
It is a moderate distance from Negumbo, where the 
attention of Government will he particularly re¬ 
quired at one season of the year, in consequence 
of its becomiug the chief mart for cinnamon, and 
where a small fort ought to be erected to protect 
the peelers; and also from Trincomalce, the great 
naval arsenal of our Eastern empire. In point of 
salubrity, Point de Galle is superior to any other 
place, and its situation is in the finest, though 
the wildest part of the island. I t is the most con¬ 
venient station for all the ships employed in con¬ 
veying the overland dispatches up the Red Ses. or 
to Bussorah, and the I ndiau Presidencies. Tdn- 
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conial^ itself has been spoken of, but many yeara 
must elapse before its vicinity will produce sufS- 
cieat for the garrison and fleet, and the increased 
population which always attends tlie capital. Our 
situation is perfectly dissimilar from that of the 
Dutch: tliey had no place to which they could 
look for supplies nearer than Batavia, and a com¬ 
munication with tha£ place was rendered difficult, 
by not having the command of the sea; they were 
therefore obliged to keep up such a force as would 
permanently defend tlie isfand. We can at any 
time draw supplies from our Indian possessious, 
and have no enemy capable of intercepting them. 
In the height of the S. W, monsoon tiiey can be 
sent mostly by land. The three great points of 
Columbo, Galle, and Trincomal^e, should be forti- 
hedsoas to resist any sudden attack; but any 
thing more is unnecessary. Jaffnapatam is of 
^eat importance, but is less liable to attack, and 
is nearer to the continent, whence relief can be 
procured. 

Tlie Cingalese are distributed into many casts, 
and subdivisions of casts. Of thes^ the first is 
that of the Vellalas, or cultivators of the land; 
from the two superior classes of which, are choaen 
the Moodeliars anrl principal native officers of the 
government; from the inferior, the lower officers, 
and bscaiyns or militia-men, Tlie cast of fisher¬ 
men is numerous and powerful, but the Mahome- 
dans also carry on that occupation. ’The other 
casts are distWuished by their several trades, 
which they follow exclusively; tlius the washer- 
men only waslt cloatlis, and the barbers only shave; 
and upon a late <{uarrel between these two casts, 
the washermen remained unshaven, and the barbers 
in their foul cloaths, till ^Ir. North, disgusted 
witli their appearance, mediated a peace between 
voi» 1 . S 
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them. The Chalias, or clunatnon-peelers, are a 
numerous and turfauletit cast. They are not ori¬ 
ginally of this island, but, from their importance, 
obtained great privileges from the Dutch Govern¬ 
ment, Tnese were awlished by Mr. North, who 
gave them additional pay as a compensation. 
Their lands were free of taxes, and their causes 
were judged by their own chief, who was called 
Captain Cinnamon; a title which Mr. North took 
himself. The Governor is cr oj^cio liead of the 
Vellalas, as the chief Secretary is of tlie fishermen. 
Of the others there are natli e heads. 

Tlie higher casts are extremely jealous of their 
prii'ileges, and severely punish those of tlie lower 
casts who presume to usurp them. A man who 
ventured to cover his house with tiles, without 
being entitled! to that distinction, had it pulled 
down to the ground by order of his superior,^ and 
a poor taylor, w'hose love of finen' led him to be 
married in a scarlet jacket, was nearly killed at the 
church door. The privilege of casts extends to 
the dress of the females^ and many are prohibited 
from wearing a petticoat below their knees, or cover¬ 
ing their breasts. Vanity is tiie predominant pas¬ 
sion of the Cingalese; they are therefore con¬ 
tinually attempting to dress above their condition, 
which occasions perpetual disputes. • 

The Malabars who inhabit the northern part of 
our settlement, and a branch of whom were on the 
throne of Candy before the late revolution, are also 
divided into casts, but not the same as those of 
the Cingalese. Beside these, who are Christians 
chiefly in name, there are two numerous casts of 
Alahoraedans : first tlie Lebbies, or African mer¬ 
chants, who were regarded by the Dutch as 
strangers, and taxed at twenty-four sliilUn^ eacli 
per annuni, which impost the Brltisli Governmeni 
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took off. They are active and industrious, Mr, 
North Introduced a mufti to determine their causes, 
but, like his brethren be took bribes, and was di^ 
missed, and the Governor became himself their 
judge. Second, tlie Malays, who may be subdi¬ 
vided into princes, soldiers, and robbers; thongh 
indeed the latter designation may, without injus¬ 
tice be extended to alt of them. Of the princes, 
some arc deposed severeigjns of Java, or the circum¬ 
jacent isles, or of the peninsula of Malacca, whom 
tlie jealousy of the Dutch had banished to this 
country till it might be thought proper to reinstate 
them, and send hither tlieir successors. There are 
also the wives or relations of such as have died 
during their banishment. The soldiers are in 
British pay, and the Malays are excellent in that 
capacity. Though they have a high sense of 
honour, which makes their resentment fatal, when 
they think themselves injured, they will submit, 
without a murmur, to military' punishment. They 
form a counterpoise to the natives, with whom 
they are not at all connected, yet are not suffi¬ 
ciently numerous to be dangerous. Their conduct 
during the Gandian war was highly to their credit: 
they did not desert the British officers till these 
had deserted themselves, and, even then, the Chiefs 
preferred death to dishonour. 

The Cingalese are a finer race of men than the 
Ben^lese, and art more elegant than the Hohillas 
or Rajah-pouts. They rarelv sit in a crouching 
posture, and consequently liave good calves to 
their kgs. Their dress is by no means inele^nt. 
The lower orders leave the body naked to the nips; 
a large cloth, folded round them, reaches below the 
knees : it is usually of a handsome pattern, or 
while, with a border. Occasionally a similar piece 
is thrown over the shoulders. The head is covered 
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with a handkerchief. The females cover the loins 
like i^icD: tlic^ chsLSj to tvbom it is pcrniitlJccL 
wear a white chemise, that closes before, and ex¬ 
tends to tlie hips: the others draw a piece of cloth 
tight just above the bosom and let it hang down 
The expression of their countenances is line: their 
skin nearly black ; and their hair of which they 
are very proud, is long, black, and not coarse. 
Many of the vices of the Cingalese seem* to be 
the creation of their late masters. Oppression has 
hw much infltiencc in forming their character, of 
which indolence is the most prominent feature. 
This quality has been supposed natural to them ; 
and a general prejudice has prevailed, that a Ctn- 
galeae must be compelled to labour. But under 
the Dutch Govemment they had no choice but to 
be poor and idle, or work i'ot nothing; and it is 
no wonder that they preferred tlie fonner: now 
that their property is secured to them, they gradu¬ 
ally become more industrious. Concubinage with 
a white, is reckoned no disgrace to a native female. 
She goes by his name among her own people, and 
b respected for the p roper ty shebrings. Shewalks 
before her fkther and molher to church or 
and, if aCatiiolic, easily obtains absolution from a 
haU-cdst Portuguese Priest, who knows nothing 
of his religion but its ceremonies. Tims loose 
manners are prevalent through the influence of the 
Europeans, 

A great part of the island of Ceylon having 
been long under the control of the Portuguese and 
Dutch, a considerable number of the inhabitants 
have; at least externally, conformed to^ religion 
of their iiiasters. 'Die Portuguese, with the usual in- 
toleiant- zeal of the Roman Catholics, destroyed 
the templu of Boodh throughout their domiuions; 
and, substituting a mode of worship well calculated 
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by its spleador and parade to captivate the ima- 
^nation, made proselytes of a great proportion of 
the people. TJie Dutch went about the business 
more coolly, and held forth the temptation of re* 
<]uiringtbe profession of the Protestant faith as a 
qualification for all public offices. They also 
wisely established schools thrbngliout tl^e country, 
in which the youth were educated in tilhrlstiau 
principles. Their clergy, though only ten in nnm* 
her, were active, and their labours were assisted 
by the hlissionaries from Tranquebar. Thus 
Christianity spread widely, especially among the 
Vellalas or noble class; and tire Protestant natives 
have been estimated at above £40,000; whilst the 
Catholics are supposed to be still more numerous. 
Many of these, indeed, are only nominal Cliristians, 
wlio retain a great reverence for the rites of 
Pa^nism and the doctrines of Buodh. When at 
a distance from the inspection of Government, 
they consult the priests with confidence, both as 
conjurors and physicians. Mr. North mentioned 
tome a curious anecdote relative to the remaining 
attachment to the ancient religion. In one of his 
progresses through the island, he had occasion to 
exaniiue a man upon oath, and asked him of what 
religion he was. Ue replied, a Christian, Of what 
sect? A Dutch Chnstian, You believe then in 
Boodb? Yes, certainly. Mr. North did not 
swear him as a Protestant. I Itave no doubt, how* 
ever, that even this nominal Christianity is an ad- 
vanta^, as it has^ an effect in destroying their 
prejumces, and their children beconve real believers 
by means of education in the schools. 

With respect to these schools, I must make a 
few obseri'ations. In the time of the Dutch they 
were blended with the ecclesiastical establishment, 
were carefully attended to, and became numerom 
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and ^otinshiiis, Upon ihe conquest of Ceylon by 
the English^ the salaries of the masters were un¬ 
paid, and the schools went rapidly to decay. Mr. 
North upon his priva], sensible of the importance 
O'f these institutions, re-established them with im¬ 
provements, abolisliing at the same time a tax 
upon native marriages, which had been levied for 
their maintenance, but which was found to pro¬ 
mote concubinage. The number of parochial 
schools was raised by bitn to one hundred and 
seventy, besides an academy at Colombo* The 
school-masters were bound to act as notaries in 
their several districts j so that the whole expence 
of the establishment, amounting to .£4,600, was 
not to be set down to the account of education 
solely. Had this, however, been the case, the 
benefits arising from a plan calculated to improve 
the morals of the rising generation, to enlighten 
^eni in ^ true religion, and attach them to the 
British Government, would have been cheaply 
purchased at such a moderate expenditure. Such, 
however was not the calculation made at home ; 
for, in 1803, IMr. North received orders to limit 
the expence of the schools to £1,500. per annum, 
whence those in the country districts were neces- 
sanly given up. This cliange has not answered 
the economical purpose intended by it; since, in 
consequence of the plan of registering estates, 
hereafter mentioned, persons with salaries must be 
appointed, who might equally have ser\'ed for 
school-masters. 

It seems extraordinary, that while the pious zeal 
m many worthy men for the conversion of the 
Him loos should have induced them to send mis- 
sjonanesto India, where no rational hopes can be 
success, and where nothing but mis¬ 
chief is likely to follow the attempt, Ceylon should 
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have been overlooked, where complete succesi 
might ikirly be expected. The Cm^ese have 
abandoned the strong prejudices, which bind the 
Hindoos so closely to the Brahminical religion, 
and their attachment to casts is mucli more an 
affair of vanity than of religion. No incapacity 
or disgrace attends the profession of Christianity. 

If the plans introduced by the Dutch were quietly 
and steadily pursued, there is good reason to be¬ 
lieve that, the whole Cingalese nation might, m 
time, be converted, It is painful to remar k, that 
the economy of the British government should 
liave diminished these hopes. Mr. Norlli, in a 
tour round the coast, founil that in many parts, 
paganism was regaining its lost ground through 
the absence of clergymen. The number esta¬ 
blished by the Dutch should be augmented, as 
the business of converting would be carried on 
more safely under the eye of government, than by 
niissionaries, wliose zeal has too frequently outrun 
tlieir prudence. The reduction of the clergy has 
been attended with another evil, that of the in- 
crease of concubinage among the Protestants. In 
several parts there are no clergymen resident 
within a hundred miles, and the poor people are 
unable to go so far to get married. 

In one mstauce the British have very pr^erly 
deviated from the example of the Dutch. These 
greatly oppressed the Catholics under tlieir domi¬ 
nion, who were not permitted to have a separate 
burial ground, and were obliged to nay extrava¬ 
gant fees for permission bo bury with the Protes¬ 
tants. This law was abrogated by General Stuart. 
The tax on their marriages also amounted, under 
the Dutch, nearly to a prohibition. This order of 
people, therefore, has been a cousiderable gainer 
by our conquest. 
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was equally i^orant and corrupt. Their court^ 
wcrecouiposed of nien without knowledge, with- 

raitrol^^T’rT' character, and without 

holding offices 

^ J bnjeiy had promotef them. 

Nnt T ff tbe refuse of their country. 

Not a Dutch tradesman would put his sou into 
s^iOT of the Last India Company, unless he- 
npprehended that lie would disgrace hS famUy bv 

thau'Se P>'actice was even worse 

nl^Td ' were not allowed to 

were admitted to act, by the favour of govem- 
toent, without the least pretension to professional 
Jmowledge. Causes even of the most important 
nature were not always heard in court; but after 
i^wrogatories made by the fiscal, who was not 

bm 0^1^ presence of two mem- 

bh^Jfp t^url of justice, more ignorant than 
Welf who had no right to interfer? in the case 
of (iecjsion of it, the conclusion 

geocmtly sent round to the mem- 
Sort and signed by them out of 

instance of the carelessness of 
toe Dutch criminal administration occurred to Mr 
JNorth. A man. condemned to the works nre 
«^cd a petition to him, stating that he bad 
three y^ and a halt in that situation for a very 

^ register of the 

court. It was found that J:e had been condemned 
bj the judges only for one yeai- hut that the clerk 
cle% wsi^d^^d^' changed the jjeriod to ten. The 

The Dutch records have furnished but very 
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little iutbrniatlon that could be relied on: they 
appear to have falsified all the accounts to deceive 
tiieir masters at home; a measure necessary to 
cover tlieir peculations, without which they would 
hare been unable to subsist on their sabrits. 

Ill consequcDce of their real or pretended i^o- 
rance of the laws and customs of their Cingalese 
subjects, they coutbunded. In the terms of their 
language, and io the application of their Jaws, 
persons who were obliged by their cast to perform 
liumiHatiDg and gratuitous services to others, with 
domestic slaves; whereas, the very definition of the 
services, which they were hound to perform, 
clearly distinguished them from that unhappy 
race. By the capitulation, the slaves were left to 
their masters; but Mr. North liberated many who 
were wrongfully enslaved, and none can now be 
imported or exported. A halt-cast by a blaclc 
slave is free; but actions lie for loss of the womens 
service, and several have been brought. 

The Dutch had imbibed a notion that an undi¬ 
vided share of an estate prevented enugration ; 
they therefore would not permit an estate to be 
divided among the children at the death of a 
parent, but compelled them to be tenants in com¬ 
mon. The coniusioo this rule occasioned in the 
third, and even in the second generation, may readily 
be conceived. Jlr. North permitted the division, 
and established officers in each district for the 
registry of lands, under the conviction, that giving 
a man a clear and undisputed title to his estate, 
is the best way of attaching Inm to his country. 

The Dutch discouraged agriculture, and thereby 
increased the distress of the natives and depopu¬ 
lated their territories. Their only object was the 
cinnamon, and they wished to keep the island in 
entire dependence. Mr. North, anxious to repair 
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the mischief, made grants of land to any applicant, 
on condition tliat, after five years, he should pay 
* to Government one-tenth of the produce of dry 
grain on high ground, whicli is as much as he 
can afford, and one-fourth of that on low, By 
diminishing the aumher of iascan^ns, he also 
obliged many to become cultivators Vor a subsist¬ 
ence. 

By orders from home, all the pensions which 
had been granted to the iandroosts, or persons 
who had held high offices in the Dutch service, 
were suspended, leaving those unfortunate men to 
hoggary. This was done in tlie sweeping system 
of economy; and was afterwards in some degree, 
but in ait ungracious manner, mitigated, by per¬ 
mitting the Governor to grant pensions “in his 
Majesty's name. Without sucli an indulgence, 
they must have absolutely perished for want of 
food; for, under the Dutch, their salaries were so 
low, tliat even with peculation, it was but just 
possible to live. They are now reduced to insig-> 
niiicance, just vegetating on their pensions; and 
their sense of the change induces many of them 
to drink to excess, so that they will soon be ex¬ 
tinct. Some of them were deeply implicated in 
the rebellion which succeeded the massacre. 

Concerning the great commercial staple of the 
island, the cinnamon, 1 have not much to add to 
the accounts that Ijave been given by other writers, 
The Dutch had several gardens for*its culture, of 
which that of Mahrandahn, near Columbo, is 
fifteen^miles in circumference, and is surrounded 
by a ditch. The Dutch had permitted a consi¬ 
derable proportion of private property to get in¬ 
termingled with it. Air. North, iiowever, has 
, rip™ other gardens near Negunitw, which will, 
jn time, produce the whole investment, when the 
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garden near Columbo may be disposed of for other 
purposes. The expence of procuring It de¬ 
tached spots is much greater than ttpl from one 
onrden would bej and it is a great object to libe- 
mte as much land as possible for the culture of 
dry grain, the annual importation of rice alone for 
the consumption ot the island being estimated at 
6fty thousand bags. Opening the garden at Mah- 
randalin would be a great relief in this respect; 
hut a still greater benefit would arise from the 
success of a plan of Mr, ^Jortli s to drain the 
Mootah*Rajalv\''ilIe salt-marsh, between Columbo 
and Negumbo, and to keep out the salt water. 
Were this executed, a tract of ten miles long, by 
two broad* would become good rlee-srouud* and 
would probably yield sufficient for the consump¬ 
tion of Columbo. I shall just add, on the subject 
of cinnamon, that it is a prejudice to consider the 
thionest as the beat. The thick bark from old 
trees is, indeed, rough and bitter ^ but that from 
plants which grow luxuriantly in a favourable 
soil, with sufficient ventilation, is extremely thick, 
smooth and solid, and its aromatic quality su¬ 
perior to that of the thinner. 

To clear a considerable portion of the island is 
manifestly a matter of great importance; but this 
work muk be undertaken with caution. If tlie 
hills were to be left bare, experience teaches us 
that they would no longer attract the clouds in 
an equal degree, whence a scarcity miglit ulti¬ 
mately ensue. The vaUies, and more especially 
the banks of the rivers, should be freed from the 
close brush-wook It is under the branches of 
these shrubs, which again throw out roots in 
every direction, that the fatal jungle-fever is pro¬ 
bably generated. Not a hfeatii of air can pass 
through; and the confined exhalatioas from the 
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black vegetable mud, loaded with putrid effluvia 
of all kinds, must acijuire a highly deleterious 
quality, affecting both the air and water. In the 
Isle of I*ranee the banks of the riveia were no 
sooner cleared of their shade, than the water be¬ 
came wholesome. The cocoa-nut tree, wheu close 
planted, seein.s to prevent the growth of under¬ 
wood j miglit it not be employed for this purpose 
on the banks^ of rivers? If all shelter were re¬ 
moved even^ in the lowlands, tlie ground crons 
miglit be injured by too much opening them to 
the sun and wind, and the effects, even on the 
fruit trees, might be unfavourable. But tall trees 
would protect, without stopping the circulation of 
mr. Clumps of them, and hedge-rows, ought to 
be planted when the jungle and underwood are 
cleared. lire cannot be employed to destroy the 
cover in Ceylon, as the trees arc never sufflciently 
dry : this is perhaps a fortunate circumstance, 
since^ tlie effects of fire cannot be restrained, and 
the due cabinet woods of Ceylon are worth pre¬ 
serving, ' 

I cannot conclude this chapter, without a testi¬ 
mony to the merit of Mr. North’s administration. 
His mild, benignant cliaracter, and conciliatory 
policy, were essentially beneficial in reconciling 
the minds of the nati^'cs to the British Coveni' 
ment, after the monstrous conduct of those who 
ruled in the island when it was under tlie controul 
of the Presidency of Madras. The civil servants, 
who came down to this land of promise, were 
attended by a swarm of native Debashes, who, 
claiming the rank and title of Aumils, seem to 
na^ e considered tlie land as given up to them to 
be devoured. It is hardly credible to what a 
length they carried their extortions. The Dutch 
law was abrogated, and the Madras system was 
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kitrorhiced, which, t]ii;}iig1i possibly more rational 
in its prlnctples, was more violent in its operation, 
more repugnant to the feelings of the people, 
more destructive of their usages, and more sub¬ 
versive of their property. One of these Aumils, 
on receiving the visits of the natives upon his 
arrival at his station, presented to each a nutmeg, 
and, ou their departure, sent to demand a sum of 
nioney from each, proportioned to his situation. 
Others sought not even such a pretext for their 
extortions; and at Eattlcaloe imprisoned for more 
than three years the Vidaam, or native liead-man, 
because he would not .pay iltem the sum de¬ 
manded. nieir sole object was to accumulate 
money. They impoverished the woods by cutting 
down all the beautiful species of timber; and they 
laid a geneial, and most oppressive, tax upon 
cocoa-nut trees; tlie rate being made equal, al¬ 
though a tree near a town is double the value of 
one in the country. At length, even the patient 
Cingalese could bear no more, and the whole 
countrj' burst forth into rebeliion. One Aumil 
paid for his crimes witli ins life; and the ^vem- 
meat wasao conscious of hia misdeeds, that no 
enquiry was ever instituted, or prosecution under¬ 
taken about iL Mr. Andrews, who held the su¬ 
preme civil authority as Commercial Resident and 
Receiver General, caunot be acquitted of having 
at least connived at these enormities; and the 
affair of the pearl-fishery during his government, 
in which double the boats were employed for 
which the Company received payment, might 
aulhorke a still more unfavourable construction of 
his conduct. 

The arrival of Mr. North was by no means an 
agreeable circumstance to these locusts, who seefn 
to liave entertained a hope of driving him from 
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his government. They, howev^er, soon found, to 
their cost, tliat his fiminess and decision were 
e<^ual to his niildness and benevolence. He dia- 
tnissed the most incorrigible, snspended others, and 
drove at once from the coast the tribe of Aumils 
and Debashes. He restored the Dutch laws 
and regulations, to which the peo]>le were 
accustomed ; correcting the abuses of them by 
slow, and almost imperceptible degrees. It Is 
much to the credit ot the East India Directors, 
that they supported Mr. North in tlicse measures, 
and confirmed all his acts. Under this new and 
beneficent administration, Ceylon soon wore a dif¬ 
ferent aspect. Instead of an exliauated treasury, 
the revenue was nearly equalled to the civil ex¬ 
penditure. The tanks which, like every other 
useful work, had been neglected, and from the 
state of which a dreadful murrain among the 
cattle had arisen, were repaired, and the company 
of tank builders was recognised, as under the 
Dutch. The dykes, wharfs, warehouses, and 
canals that had been nearly ruined, through tlie 
neglect of the Company’s officers, were put into 
repair. The system of paying the Mode liars and 
others by accommodessars, or grants of free land, 
was abolished, and regular pay substituted in its 
stead. This measure though it caused an apparent 
increase of expenditure, has, in reality, proved a 
saving, from the additional revenue yielded by 
the land. It has also had the good efiect of gra¬ 
tifying the lower orders of people, who held land 
on the tenure of service, by liberating them from the 
control of the Modeliars, who diverted it to their 
own use. The Modeiiars themselves were conci¬ 
liated, by obliging the European officers to treat 
them with respect in their several districts, and by 
an uniform attention to their vanity and prejudices. 
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Such w'as tlie general spirit of Mr, Noi-th'a go- 
vemmentj and it may be affirmetl, tbat few men 
ever entered the British Uomlnions in the Eait 
with purer intentions, and more enlightened views, 
or left them witl; a higher character for honour 
and benevolence. 

The society of Colurabo is suthciently large lor 
every purpose of comfort and amusement. Tlie 
Judges are sufficiently paidj and the other efficient 
departments are filled by gentlemen whose allow¬ 
ances are sufficient for every purpose of comfort. 
At the head of the judicial department is Sir Ed¬ 
mund Carrington, a very able man, aod a pupil of 
the late Sir William Jones in Asiatic researches. 
Mr. Jonville, a Frenchman, is possessed of consi¬ 
derable talents, and very great knowledge in se¬ 
veral branches of natural history. To his exertions 
as superintciidant of the cinnamon garden, may 
be attributed the flourishing state of the trade in 
that article; he has likewise collected tlie most 
important information relative to the pepl fishery. 
Mr. Tolfrey, who occupies several posts, is a master 
of tb'e Cingalese language, and is at present en¬ 
gaged ill composing a grammar of it.^ Any intel¬ 
ligence contained in the hooks ol that jieople 
may therefore be expected shortly to be brought 
before the public. He was so obliging as to favour 
me with a very interesting account of the Cinga¬ 
lese casts, extracted from their own books, which 
1 have given in the Appendix. 

If to tlieae gentlemen are-added the military, 
with their amiable and rea pec table Commander in 
Chief, General Macdowal, the society of Ceylon 
must be cnnsidcied as equal in respectability to 
that of any of the Company’s Presidencies; It 

g ives me real salisfactioo to observe that the good 
timour of the Governor baa extended to all 
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around him; no an Imoaity is discoverable; on the 
contrary, every body tries to contribute to the 
general satisfaction. 

The difficulty of procuring European articles 
for the tabic is now very great in Ceylon. The 
only luxury is fish, which is fine and in abundance, 
but dear. No splendour is attempted; but every 
thing Is neat, and the reception most hospitable, 
fbe hours are early, we were generally in bed by 
nitie o clock, and the refresliing sea breeze pro- 
cur^ a repose that is unknown in the sultry 
plams of Bengal. 

General Maedowal has taken great pains to cul¬ 
tivate European vegetables; in this he has not 
liad much success. He has however procured 
many fruit^tr^s from Bengal, which will be a va¬ 
luable acquisition : amongst them are the Loguot 
and Liehi. With care and exertion I am sure the 
isUnd would produce every thing tliat could be 
wifibcd; but at present there is nothing but what 

indigenous. 

The houses are in general large and cool, with 
verandahs tlie whole length of the front They 
are but one story high and have no pretensions to 
dcgance. A prejudice existed among the Dutch 
that the sea air was unwholesome, they therefore 
built all the houses in the Tort of Columbo, with 
their backs towards it; and by means of walls kept 
it off as much as possible. 

The sea coasts of the southern parts of the island, 
are extremely healthy. That scourge of the 
TOuntry, the jungle fever, has always been caught 
in the interior, but precisely in what situations has 
never been positively ascertained. It is in general 
supposed that an exposure to the night dews is 
peculiarly deleterious; the summer is most ua- 
healLhy, Calomel Is the chief medicine used; it 
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coiMjuers tlie fever^ but in general leaves tlie pa¬ 
tient without sufficient strength to recover. They 
say the stomach will not bear the bark, but some 
have administered it with success, by adding to it 
large doses of laudamim. That liorrible and 
loathsome disease, the leprosy, is by no means un- 
frequent. An hospital has been established for 
where the receipt given in the Asiatic Re¬ 
searches has had a fair trial, but, I am sorry to 
add, without success, though the quantity of ar¬ 
senic has, I believe, sometimes proved fatal. It 
was tried in every manner, and wltli every other 
medicine, which might be supposed to aid its ope* 
rations. A complaint, as far as 1 liave learnt, pecu> 
liar to the Island, is the herri-1>erri; it is in fact a 
dropsy, that frequently destroys in a few days. I ob¬ 
served the eleplianliasis atGalle, and Cotumbo. Mr. 
Christie, the head of the medical staff of the island, 
is a very able man, and from him much important 
medical information may be acquired. The 
number of surgeons on the staff is by no means 
equal to the wants of the island, even if it u'erc 
more healthy. The garrisons are so small, and. at 
such a distance from each other, frequently thirty 
or forty rjiiles, that a regiment requires four or 
five surgeons instead of two. As it is, many gar¬ 
risons are at that distance from any medical as¬ 
sistance. The sending out of medical stores has 
also been shamefully neglected at home; fortu¬ 
nately, on application to Madras, some were pro¬ 
cured, but it cannot be supposed they have much 
to spare. 

During my confinement I again read Thunberg, 
and was astonished at the scantiness of his intelli¬ 
gence respecting Ceylon, and at his having made 
several very singular mistakes. Among these is 
liis having given a long list of dishes formed from 
yot j. T 
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tbe bread-fruit, wlien, in fact, ev*ery one of them 
refers to the jack, a very diDereut fruit, and on 
wliicli the natives in a great degree subsist. They 
are here far superior to any 1 tasted in India, anti 
less disgusting in tliclr smell. The bread-fruit is 
very little used by the natives, as tliey have an 
idea that it produces the leprosy. Mr, North, at 
my request, repeatedly ordered it to be brought to 
table, but Uiis never was done; and at length his 
head moor servant told him it was not proper. 
The whole natural liistory of the island is little 
known, and no where is a buer field open to the 
botanist, or collector in other branches of natural 
history. Thunberg has done but little, and that 
little indifiTerentiy; neither can I confirm his ve¬ 
racity, particularly in bis account of his rate of 
travelling between the different places. If the 
present unfortunate war should end in the esta- 
Lfisliment of the British empire over tlic whole of 
the island, travelling ^vill become safe to places 
to which no Buropean has hitherto been permitted 
to approach. The national liberality will, in this 
cose, 1 Jtope, open the door to every scientific tra¬ 
veller, or even go farther, and induce the Govern¬ 
ment to appoint some able man to investigate the 
whole of the island. 


CHAPTER VII 


Columha. ——rAj/oar -—Infract if 
the Fort Afr, CampMi agamal ilu Ctn§^oifse-^Andapmt. 
— PMilam.^Fopage to AftirthieotlL — Condolchi^Gooimor'i 
HouM thtrr, — Altmaar.-^VQ^oge to Ramissfriioi—Ricrpiion 
bp the PAndttrujii—Vtsfil fo the Pagoda.' — Panbam* — Rtin/mad 
—Fitit to the —Arritai at Tanjorr.—Hhtorp (f the 

Rajah's Family^ and hit elEraiioJt to the i\Jus3^ud*—FuU to ths 
Rajah —Tbitt^^nian chief of the Pofygart,—of a Foketi 
from him. —OA»rrw(j(?n* on these TVibetr-^Zyeatruef ionof the 
Panja-iafti-coitrchp Rt^ahs^—Ufith the Jfinr^faw Chie/t 
<f Sheragustga*—Departure from Ta^jore. ^ yitit to the 
Pagodas of Combotonum. — Cuddoiare*—Arrirai at Pondi- 
ih^y^Descripti&K of the Titr™.—P/trat of Buonaparte .— 
Capitulation of the /V^UfA TVoops^Obstfrations thrre<m .— 
FttU to the SeotH Pagodas ,—^ricui at Afadras. — Gsnot^ 
Obsercations. 

My mdispositioii bE!D|; considerably removed, by 
the JOth of January 1804, every preparation was 
made for ray dejiarture. Hia Excellency wrote to 
every station to have bearers procured for me and 
every thing provided for my reception. This was 
necessary, as the country through which I had 
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ST, SEBASTIAN, 

to Wicis Liiucli more wild th^n tJiitt from^ 

Galie, Although, from the kindness and social 
talents of his Excellency, I had every reason to Ue 
pleased with my stay, yet the delay of above a 
tort night was, in the present instance, extremely 
unfortunate, as It shortened the time which I had 
destined to the Continent of India, in my way to 
Mangalore, I liad received a letter from J\Ir. 
Duncan, the Gm’enior ot Bombay* informing me, 
that, m consequence of orders from Lord Welles¬ 
ley, one of the Company's cruizers would be there 
early in February to convey me to the Red Sea. 
^ it is cousidered advisable to sail, at the latest, 
iU that month, I had no time to lose, and was 
obliged to make the best of my way to Manaar, 
thence to Ramiseram, and to proceed as fast as 
possible to hladras. On the J3tn my baggage and 
other articles were sent off on cooleys for ^^egum- 
bo, whither 1 meant to follow on the next day, his 
Excellency having kindly promised to accompany 
me so far on my way. 

At seven in the morning we quitted St, Sebas- 
tiau, guarderl by the Governor's lascaryna. The 
weather was pleasant and coo] * the road* which is 
tolerably wide, was completely shaded by cocoa- 
nut trees, with frequent cottages, fomiing one en¬ 
tire village the whole way to the Betal river, distant 
three miles and a half. Tliis river is here of a 
considerable size. We crossed in the usual man¬ 
ner, and now quitted the sea shore for a very 
narrow path through a close jungle, with cottages 
as before at every ten yartls, almost concealed by 
tlie trees, till we approached Giaile, where the 
country around became, more open. Formerly 
several cinnamon gardens were in this space, whicii 
were abandoned, and ordered to be sold in 1803, 
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We reaehed Giaile by ten ©clock: it is seven 
miles froiQ the river, and five miles from the sea^ 
and the want of the breeze made it very sultry'* 
We sutd here till twelve to give the boys time to 
eat and rest; they were nevertheless soon^ tired, 
nor did we reach Negumbo till four o'clock, 
thougli only distant ten miles. We_ passed close 
to the salt marshes that are to be drained, through 
a country that was more open, but less picturesrjue, 
than usual. His Excellency went to Captaiu 
Black waifs^ the Comm an dan t, where 1 alsfi took 
up my abode. It is an old fashioned large Dutch 
house, like the rest 1 have met with, situated close 
to a beautiful lake, which they have inreniously 
contrived to hide by a range ot offices. Facing it 
is the fort, merely a protection against tlie Cing^ 
lese, for it has no defence but a mound of earth 
that slopes equally both in and out; on the top of 

whi ch are som e old can non. It has e very a ppcaranee 

of having been formerly close to the seashore, from 
which at present it is some hundred yards distant# 
It is an universal opinion on the island, which tliis 
seems atrongly to confinn., that the sea^ is rapidly 
losing ground on the western, and gaining ou the 
eastern shore. The country around is a perfect 
fiat, yet tiie lake and cocoa-nut groves formed a 
pretty scene which Mr, Salt drew. The town is 
neat, large, and populous, witli cocoa-mit and 
other fruit trees interspersed. Ibe new cinnamon 
garden is distant only seven miles | the garrison 
is therefore more considerable for its protection. 

After a very pleasant dinner, I took leave of my 
kind and excellent friend tlie Goveraor, ;md pre¬ 
pared to enter my palanquin, supposing of course 
that every thing was ready; when to my utter 
astonishment, it was discovered that my whole 
number of forty-seven boys had fled, and with 
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tfaem the head cooley liimsdf, a man hfgh in office 
and haVmg the supreme control over this class! 
Such an event might have been expected had I 
been going to Caady, wliere they always expect 
to perish; hut here there seemed no motive, and 
the presence of the Governor made it still more 
extraordinary^: tliere was Iiowever bntone remedy. 
People were sent off in every direction, particuiarly 
to the ferry at the Betal river, to have the fugitives 
stopped, ® 

Early the next morning, thirty nine of my de¬ 
serters made their appearance. They pleaded in 
extenuation of their conduct, that tlie head cooly 
had cheated them; instead of a dollar and half in 
hand to provide themselves with food, he had only 
given them three or four fanams, by which means 
tliey had nothing to eat, and could not work. 1 
considered this as a sufficient excuse, and begged 
their parrlon from the Governor. I had paid the 
head fellow the whole of their wages, but again 
•gave it to them, leaving his chastisement to his 
Excellency, who promised me that he should be pro¬ 
perly punislied, dismissed from his office, and obliged 
to refund the money, which I begged might be 
given to the orphan fund. Some of the men, when 
1 came to examine them, were objects fit for an 
hospital; I therefore only retained thirty-four, and 
the Modeiiarof the place procured twenty-six new 
ones, who lest they should be out of the way, 
were confined in an out house. I took my dinner' 
and at six actually departed, with a ^ard of 
sepoys, four lascaryns, and mv Cingalese ser¬ 
vant that epoke English, and liad lived with me 
since my arrival at Colombo. After passing 
through the town, we entered a grove of cocoa- 
nut trees that covered the sea beach. Tlie sand 
was extremely^lieavy, and we got on but slowly. 
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As soon as It became dark, we found tlie road 
illuminated by fires of oocoa-nut leaves on ^cb 
side, ivith torches of the same stuck m tlic sand, 
and others carried by women and chvldren, who 
ran from village to village opposite to the palan- 
nuins. The scene was beautiful, and occa¬ 
sionally heightened by the dry grass catching fire 
from the torches, and the flame running along the 
Ground. This road extended W miles to the 
Kaymale'river, which being wide, and tl^ boats 
snikll, we could not get over at once. were 

all landed hy eight o'clock on a barren spit of sand 
between the riverand sea. Here were no cocoa-nuts, 
no villages, and no more torches. 

Tivafl more unplea^nt frmn the contrast of the gay 
scene we had lea behind. The country was sandy, 
with brush- wood, sufficiently ugly to make me not 
regret the darkness. My boys were m high 
spirits, laughing and singing through the whole 
night. They rested themselves for two liours at 
Maville, distant^ight miles from the river. 

By eight o’clock in tlie morning we got to 
Chilow, distant from Maville twelve miles -nie 
villaoe was across a small river, the banks of which 
were ornamented with a very beautiful shrub, 
which 1 at first took for holly, till I found it had 
a large purple riugent blossom. The fort itselt is 
the uiosi trifling thing I ever beliekl under that 
name* It consists of a ditch in soma p^ts three 
fret deep i ivith a rampart of earth tliat slopes 
equally both ways, and is about ten feet highs ou 
tlie top of which is a row of hedge stakes driven 
in close to each other. In tlie front of this, on 
the edge of the ditch, is a range of trees with their 
branches placed outwards. Xnis is a late addition, 
yet without this it stood a slew against the second 
Adigaar, and three thousand Cingalese. They 
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carried 00 their approaches very regularly* and at 
length brought their batteries so near the^fbrt that 
they conversed with the garrison Mr Cainnhcii 

who commanded, thoughtcivit ^rvan't. had with 

him but sixty sepoys and Malays ; yet the enemy 
who could see every thin*^ never'^attP^ifi^^ 
storm the place. Hi had „% j|,oi and oaTaija^ 

Jiie "‘‘of wK,Tt'' ?' "" ““ 

P ce, ot winch lie had six thousand rix-doilars in 

^ place, and to manage his iice spa™ Me a" !m 

did not know when he might be relieved.%e ha^J 

great occasion to fear m other reapects for not 

him M“ Sdafwd 

him there was no use m loading with haJI ■ ^ nut 

m powder enough," aaid he, “Ind the Mi« Tl 
^ sufficient to keep them off.” Hepeated offers of 

garrison, if they would 
f' e bjm up, but without effect. At len/th Can- 
tain BJackwall with forty men came to iS assS- 

arniv Negu,i,^ Candian 

J ^ etreated with tbeutmost expedition. They 
cnceived themselves so completely masters of the 
coun ry that they did no mischiif to the villas 
nor did they carry off any salt, of which they wfre 

tTie 

deserted tn ' *1 ^ pbict of the fishermen 
deserted to them during the siege, and accomna 

lued them in their ffigSt. He if 4id to be^' 
o/si^ fort for them in the interior, where a force 
of six thousand men is assembled. The advanced 

S"m%"“diirj'‘‘ “ 

in defeat of the Candians 

t"i‘' has been the desertion of nnmeroua 

tion in ^ “Stives, who have sought proteo 
tion m our proymees. They amount to several 

* A ^mall copper coin. 


CHfLaW. 


S81 


hundreds in this district, and have proved them¬ 
selves to be firmly allied to us, by giving much 
s'aluable information. It was in oonsequeoce of 
this, that Mr. Campbell made a late irruption into 
their territories, when he burnt a large quantity of 
grain, and, what was of more consequence to them, 
spolltone of their largest stores of salt. He means, 
as soon as he can procure the assistance of a few 
Europeans from the garrison of Negumbo, to beat 
up the quarters of these six thousand fellows; 
and such is the cowardice and military ignorance 
of the Cingalese, that he will probably completely 
effect this with one hundred men. 

Mr. Campbell received me with his little garri¬ 
son drawn out at the gate of the fort, and led me 
to his habitation, being the only house in the 
place, the men bring in huts formed of palmyra 
leaves. The fort is' not one hundred feet square, 
60 that the moands around completely keep off the 
air, and assist in rendering it extremely unhealthy. 
After dressing, I visited the village and Catholic 
church : the latter is neat and large, llie Padre, 
who is a half cast Portuguese, intormetl me, that 
he Irad three districts under him, anti his congre¬ 
gation amounted to five hundred souls. The 
church is finishing by subscription. The liigh 
altar is ornamented with Madonas and other 
images. At the foot of one of the smaller is the 
Padre’s bed. Mr. Campbell presented me with a 
large Cingalese manuscript, written, as usual, on 
the leaves of the talapot, with an outside of wood, 
handsomely painted in arabesque. He had taken 
it in a pagoda, and called it a bible. Its relative 
size to the other books I have seen, may intitle it 
to that character. He informeil me that there 
were some very curious temples of Buddah at a 
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small distance, and we were tempted to go to 
them, accompanied by a new guard of sepoys 
Ilie road led through an extensive open held 
covered with high grass, where numerous cattle 
Were gracing. This at one season is a perfect 
swamp, and being never mown, adds, I have no 
doubt, to the unhealthiness of the place. 'Jbe pa¬ 
godas were surrounded by some veiy noble apeci' 
mens of the Ficus bengalensis andJCaryota urens; 
but we were much disappointed on finding that 
the buddings were Malabar, dedicated to Mabadeo, 

I In t>r<^z8t] st^tu^s of Vis^bnu^ 

and the triad of figures. The brahmins were 
miserably poor, and were thankfulfora few dollars 
that I gave them. 

IMuch vexed at this unprofitable delay, we has¬ 
tened back, and passed the fort at three o’clock. 
Our road wound through an extremely close jun¬ 
gle of the Khizophora and other swampy plants, 
We passed several branches of the river, or salt 
Jagune, and at length landed on a barren spit of 
sand, on one side of which was the sea, and on the 
other a salt water river. It forms a part of tlje 
sitigular island of Navekarre. Tiiis has ail the 
appearance of having formerly been covered by the 
sea, which, 1 think, extended over the salt water 
lagutic, and washed its eastern bank, where vegeta¬ 
tion, even now, is only com menctng. N'ear^tliis 
is the little town of Chi I aw, opposite to which Mr. 
North discovered a small pearl bank, that on trial 
yielded little. Some very beautiful madrepores 
are found here. The country was perfectly flat; 
not a hill in sight, or a lofty tree. We had to cross 
another salt-water inlet, which took up some time, 
so that we did not arrive at Andapane, a distance 
of twelve miles, till eleven at nigiit. It is a soli- 
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tary house built for the tappal* hoys to stay at; 
aor should we have procured auy thlug, had not 
our friend sent on his servants with an excellent 
dinner. We slept in our palanquins within the 
house, which sheltered us from several very heavy 
showers that fell in course of the night. 

The next was a drizzly morning and very cold: I 
waited till eight for it to clear up, but without 
success. The road was along a perfect flat, inter¬ 
sected by salt marshes and rivulets ; and tlie men 
were incessantly up to their ancles in water and 
mud; no wonder therefore we only crawled along. 
% a list of stages with which I w'as furnished, a 
village of the name of Nadrane Colore ought to 
have appeared at the distauce of twelve miles, 
where 1 intended to have breakfasted and rested 
my men; but it never came insight; and till three 
■o’clock 1 saw not a human being but our own 
people. The tracks of elephants were frequent, 
as they had passed from the jungle to some fresh¬ 
water lakes. My meu were completely exhausted, 
and obliged to stop every ten minutes. 1 here 
quitted the island, and got on the main laud. The 
great lagune was in full view, and on one side of it 
the fort of Putlam. Some boys from a village as¬ 
sisted me,and I arrived sate about four o clock, hav¬ 
ing been eight hours in coming twenty miles. 
Captain Purdou, who coinmands, met me at a short 
distance, and conducted me to a small house built 
of cocoa leaves, close to the edge of the water, on 
the outside of the fort, but protected by a breast¬ 
work, and palisade extending from it. The fort 
ia tolerably strong, but out of repair; economy 
would not permit it to be put into condition, were 
it of more importance than it really is. Tliegarri' 

* Ttie boys that cany the post letter? /kim one station to 
snodicr. 
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son consists of sixty i^alays, willwnt an European* 
which is however perfectly suflicient to prevent the 
nativre from making any use of the numerous salt 
pans in the neighhourhood. The country still 
continues flat and marshy, consequently extremely 
unhealthy. The jungle-fevier is frequent, llie 
late commandant, Captain OTonncl, died of it, 
and the want of medical assistance; tliere being 
no surgeon nearer tWn Kalpctty on the extremity 
of the island opposite. Captain Purdou has had 
the fever, but cured himself by large doses of 
laudanum an<l bark. He administered the same 
to several of his men with equal success, and de¬ 
clares that he has never found it fail. At present 
there is no bark in tlie stores. Major ^ver was 
also cured by a native medical man. The inhabi¬ 
tants here are Malabars. The head-man and the 
chief of casts, came to pay their respects, and pre¬ 
sent their usual offering of limes. iTie first was a 
very fine figure, in the coast dress, with a sword 
by liis side given him by Mr. North. 

I now learnt that the rains had so completely 
flooded the country, that it W'ould be impossible 
for me to proceed hence by land to Arjpo; that 
the rivers had no boats on them; that there was 
hardly an inhabitant the whole sixty miles, and 
the road infested with elephants and tigers. Boys 
would also be diflicuk to procure, tliough tile 
head Malabar undertook to do it, if 1 should deter* 
m i tie to proceed. 1 n stead of these inconveniences, 

I was assured that 1 could coast it in boats the 
whole way, and that I should also go in much less 
time. 1 was not long in deciding, and went com¬ 
fortably to bed, without having a tedious journey 
before my eyes for the morrow, the whole of which 
was to be taken up in making the necessaiy pre¬ 
parations. 




1 discharged all my bearers, amounting to sixty, 
and on paying them, found that the whole expence 
of my journey to this place was under twenty 
pounds. M'c hired four boats and thirty^six men, 
U the rate of seven dollars eight anas per day. 
One of these was covered with white cloth, and 
floored. It was used for us to sit in, and for me 
to sleep in at night. In the other tlitce, which 
were only covered with palmira leaves, were the 
three palanquins, servants, and baggage. Our 
host provided us with bread, butter, and other 
food, Tire water is very bad here, wliich probably 
contributes to render the place unhealthy. Cap¬ 
tain Purdon was preparing tor an expedition against 
three Cingalese villages, and for Uiis he talks of 
taking a sufficient detachment from a garrison 
consisting of only sixty men! He is in excellent 
spirits, though living in the scat of disease, and 
without a single companion: his nearest neighbour 
is Mr. Campbel at Chilaw. 

1 was up by hut all my exertions did not 
get us on board bef^c eight, 1 tpok with me a 
young proteg^ of the lute Commandants,'who 
speaks MalaMr, Portuguese, Cingalese, and a 
little English, and who, as ser^'^ant to Captain 
Purdon, would have more authority over the boat¬ 
men than my laseaiy ns. I had also a guard of 
sepoys. Our boats were small, but rowed well; 
our boys stout, and very line dgures. They ex¬ 
erted themselves to the utmost, and when the 
breeze would permit, hoisted sail; but it was ge¬ 
nerally against us, being the sea-breeze. Our 
course was north up Urc lagune, w’hich is BUed 
with islands, mostly covered with wood. It was 
no where so deep but the man at the head could 
reach the bottom with his bamboo; generally 
about six or seven feet of it was sufficient, I 
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Ciinnot but believe, from the appearance of tTie 
sancbbank that forms the outer boundary of the 
Jagune, that tills was formerly a part of the ocean, 
i he Jagune will probably soou be filled up, and 
the sea itself may be driven, by these gradual en- 
croachmen ts, to a still greater distance. Tradi I ion 
speaks of very extensive tracts, which have been 
earned away from the Eastern shore of the island, 
ciilier by trflTt'ct of the monsoon^ or by some 
violent concussion. At present no further en^ 
croachmeut seems likely, tor the Eastern coast is 
Composed of rcM^kSj and the liiUs near the shore 
■are lofty, anti of the most durable materials. At 
four we came to, at a flat of jungle spot on the 
main land. A fisherman’s hut was at a small dis¬ 
tance, whence the rowers procured some articles 
for themselves. At eight the land breeze set in, 
and we departed with it. Jfy bed was laid at the 
bottom of the boat, which being uneven, rendered 
me very uucomforlable. I lav in my cloathsi 
dressing gown, and a boat cloak, and had two 
shawls over me, yet tlie cold was so intense that 
I CGokl hardly sleep, the ends of the boat being 
ill closed up with dry palmira leaves, The men 
however slept on the ou tsid^ cov'e retl only by a 
slight piece of doth, whidi was thoroughly wet 
by the dew. 

I awoke just as we were quitting the lagnne to 
enter the sea; the northern point of the island of 
Kurnardivo, which nearly joins the greater island, 
being a little astern, and the head land of Kudrah 
Malle being l>efore ns^ This last is the point of 
dir-ection for the diving boats as thcj/ return to 
Condotchi, from which it is distant about twenty 
miles. The sea was perfectly sinootli, and tlie 
breeze carried us round the head land, which is 
high, and bears evident marks of the violent sea 
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that breaks on It in the S. W. monsoon. The 
wind did not cliange till eleven o’clockj by which 
time we reached a river distant about six miles 
from Marcbicotti: here we found many huts 
erected by fishermen that come annualiy from Co- 
luinbo to fish, under the control of a head main 
They salt what they take, and return with it at 
the end of the season. The river had a bar, over 
which we got with some difficulty. The alligators 
of all sizes were in great abundancet my servant 
made a ball enter one, and sliot at several otliers 
as tliey were basking asleep on the sand, but they 
all escaped into tire water. About five the fishing 
boats came hack; they were built like those on 
the southern coast, but larger, formed^ out of a 
single tree hollowed, with sides a foot high sewed 
on, and an out rigger, to which the ropes were 
fastened. Tlie breeze was fresh, and tJielr sails 
large; they therefore came on very fast, and had 
a pretty effect. They would not sell us any fish, 
but gave one, for which we gave them money in 
return. 

I awoke the next morning aboxit six, after a 
very comfortable night’s rest, and found that we 
had passed Condotchi, and were close to Aripo: 
opposite to these places arc tlie celebrated pearl 
banks, to superintend the fisheries of which, Mr. 
Kortb has erected a house at the expence of four 
tiiousand pounds sterling. It is certainly a pretty 
>iece of Doric architecture, and,! believe^ very 
>ure. The outside is entirely covered with a brij- 
iant white chunam, whicli has all the effect of 
marble. The oyster shells have been burnt to 
form it, and certainly answer better than any 
thing else. The interior is inconvenient, and 
small. 1 am surprised that Mr, North did not 
prefer 5t. hebastlan to this place, where he can 
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reside for a few weeks only in the year. He would 
also there have had the benefit of beautiful sce¬ 
nery, and lofty shady trees; whilst here nothin? 
can be more unsightly than tlie country around 
winch js a nertect flat, sandy, and without a tree. 
A garden, they say, is to be formed; but for years 
nothing but the ocean, and as dreaiy a waste on 
latid, will be visible from the windows. We went 
a little farther to a Imngelow built for the Go-* 
rernor, till the bouse should be finished. It was 
cool and spacious; near it is a little forMike 
bouse, where a ilr. Nagle resicles, who is the 
acting architecL From him I met with a very civil 
reception, and staid to rest myself the whole of 
the day. At half after nine we re-embarked for 
Manaar, the breeze being favouiable; by one Wc 
were at the mouth of the channel which separates 
tliat island from Ceylon. Our men were unwilling 
to enter it in the night, and consequently cast 
anchor. 

As s^n as it was light we entered the channel, 
which is of considerable width at high water, but 
extremely shallow, except for a very narrow wind¬ 
ing space, which is marked off by stakes driven 
into the mud, W e were two hours in reaching 
the fort, which is the strongest 1 have seen since 
I left Colombo, having the walls of stone, a wet 
ditch, and the whole in good repair. The garrison 
consists of above one handred volunteers of the 
island, who turned out during the late dis¬ 
turbances, and not only defended their own little 
island, but passed over to attack the Candiatis, 
They w^re flrsiwii out to receive met atirl were ^ 
well dressed body of men, IVl r. Deane, the Judge, 
met me on landing, and conducted me about a 
quarter of mile to his house. 1 bad not only 
the usual misfortune of tom-toms and other hor- 
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TiMy dissonant music, but also the comphment of 
white cloth, spread the whole way before me. As 
there were only five or six pieces, I was obliged to 
proceed very leisurely to give the nien time to 
take them up behind me, and replace them in 
frouL The island of Manaar produces no grain, 
but has a great many cocoa-nut trees and pal¬ 
myras. We had some good fruit and vegetables, 
but these are brought from JafFnapatnam. It is 
considered as extremely unhealthy, for wlilch I 
cannot well account, as the sea prevents the 
marshes from becoming stagnant. 

1 proceeded the next day at eight to the beach 
with the same honours of white cloth, tom-toms^ 
bag-pipes, &c. Four boats were ready, but ex¬ 
tremely uncomfortable, as tliey had no wood laid 
at theIxittom, and were in every respect ill found, 
though raUier larger than those we had before. 
The price from this place to ilamiseram for a large 
boat is twenty-five dollars, and for the next size 
twenty dollars; they are not paid by the day, but 
for the job. I found there were but eight men 
and a tindal* to my boat, instead of twelve, We 
continued to go up the Manaar straits, with the 
N. £. monsoon right against us; which obliged 
the men to pusli the boats along witli poles, and 
occasionally to haul her. The channel continueil 
to wind, and was equally marked out by stakes. 
Could it be made stralghter, ^lud deepened, it 
would be a most valuable acquisition to the coasts 
ing trade : as it is, none but small vessels attempt 
to pass. By twelve o'clock wc were in the open 
sea, and hoisting sail, attempted to run along the 
shore due west; but our boat made so much lee¬ 
way, that by idiree we were fast agrounil. The 
other boats sailed much better, and stood on with- 

* Pilot. 
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out mmding us, iu consequence of which we were 
separated. Mr. Salt was obliged at night to walk 
on some miles to seek his boat; and I retired to 
mine, where I could procure but little rest from 
the effects of a heavy swell. Tlie batmen at¬ 
tempted several times to proceed, but without 
much success till towards morning, when the wind 
fortunately lulled a little. 

At eight Talnianaar was iti sight, whither I 
went, and joined the rest of the party, I changed 
my old boat for one that used bo cany the tappal, 
and added to the number of my men. This, now- 
ever, kept me at Talmanaar the whole day. We 
took up our residence under a very fine Hibiscus 
populneus; procured excellent fowls, eggs, and 
milk; and to add to our comforts, purchased a 
cocoa-nut tree, which we cut down for the cabbage 
at top. A little child was the owner of the spot, 
and w^as brought to me to receive the price. A 
more singular contrast cannot exist than between 
this extremity of Ceylon, and tlte southern, where 
we landed. It is a dreary barren spot, and the 
habitation of only a few fishermen. The tappal 
sails from hence for Ramiseram, which lies nearly 
West, distant about thirty miles, Adam’s bridge 
being on the left hand the whole way. We all 
went on board at night, as we were to sail with 
the earliest dawn. 

At half after five we set sail with a very brisk 
monsoon from the north and by east, accompanied 
by a heavy swell. My new brat sailed well, and 
kept ahead of the others. It was however too 
rough to be pleasant, as we were constantly guo- 
wale to.^ I^fore seven we were out of sight of 
^ud.^ We lay our course, and by nine the mils of 
Ramiseram, with the lofty towers of a pagoda, 
appeared right a-licad. As we approached, the 
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latter made a very maofnificeiit appearance. At 
eleven I landed. The chief q? the pagoda or Pan- 
daram was waiting on the beach, surrounded by 
his Brahmins, nautch girls, elephant^ state palaii- 
quins, banners, tom-toms, &c. All the native 
officers of the island under the East India Com¬ 
pany were also waiting, and pressed around to 
present their naznrs of limes, and mal^e their 
salaams. 1 received the fruit as I moved on^ and 
on enquiry,, found one officer that spoke English, 
I afterwards was much indebted to his attention, 
he having been dispatched to receive me; liis 
name was A poo Filly, and he was supreme over 
the whole island, as Aumildar of Pan ban, the ca¬ 
pital. He brought me a very polite letter from 
Colonel Marling, commanding at Kamnad, in¬ 
viting me to his house ; and also one from Mr. 
Latham, the Judge, informing me that he had 
sent me a Naig* and ten delogets* of the court 
to attend me. 

Directly opposite to the landing-place a choultry 
had been cleaned and prepared for me. In the 
front of it a space was inclosed with white cloth. 
An awning of the same was spread over, and the 
pillars that supported it had plantain trees stuck 
tip against them, with the fruit and flowers. These, 
with their noble leaves, had a very handsome 
effect. In the centre a scarlet canopy was sus¬ 
pended, and under it a musnud raised about a foot 
from the ground. On this I seated myself, with 
the Pandaram on my right hand. He was a very 
iat and fine looking lad of about fourteen years 
of age; his head was shaved all over; on the top 
he wore a large chaplet of red coral and broiwn 
heads, with gold and scarlet silk tassels banging 

* Aa inferior native cS»r and pmat«s, thi^ act only Ivr 
civU ptlrpoaes. 
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dowD behind: be had a. necklace of the same. 
His dress was of scarlet cloth, scarcely covering 
his breast and shoulders, but in other respects 
amply sufficient. He did not embrace in the 
Asiatic style, but presented his hand to me in the 
English fashion. When seated, he hrst presented 
a naznr of fifteen pagodas, which 1 touched and 
declined: afterwards were laid at my feet a tray. 
of shawls and gold gauze, together with a profu¬ 
sion of fine fruit. As it was very hot, I immedi¬ 
ately employed my delogets to keep off the crowd. 
After having paid and received the usual compli¬ 
ments, I expressed a wish to dress. All my vi- 
aitors accordingly took their leave, except A poo, 
and the people belonging to him. Certainly my 
appearance was not very well calculated for cere¬ 
mony at that time; 1 had not been shaved for 
three days; and the whole of my dress and person 
had partaken of no small share of the filth of the 
boat. hlr. Salt, who had suffered by sea-sickness, 
and was a still more wretched figure, arrived in 
the middle of die confusion. During^ the time we 
were dressing a most excellent breakfast was pre¬ 
pared, w'liich thoroughly cured his illness. 

After breakfast, we paid a visit to the pagoda. 
We passed through the village, which had been 
decorated on the occasion with green plantain 
trees stuck at each door, and strings of leaves 
suspended across the street. The houses were very 
uniform, one stoiy high, thatched, with yerandalis 
in front; the space underneath being raised about 
two feet from Uie ground, and painted red and 
white in stripes. The entrance to the pagoda was 
through a very lofty gateway, I should suppose 
about one hundred feet high, covered with carved 
work to the summit. It was pyramidkally ob¬ 
long, and ended in a kind of sarcophagus. Tlie 
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door was aliout forty feet hi^h, and composed of 
sjnelc stones placed perpendicularly with others 
crossing over. This massive workmanship 
ed me of the mins of Egyptian architecture. e 
next entered a cloister, that led through a triple 
row of pillars to a square, cloistered all 
The inside was concealed, in part, by walls, and 
within were tlie sacred temples. The pillars were 
three deep;, and had carved fignres or deities iJi the 
front. The square seemed to be about six nuntiren 
feet in size. The whole was well executed, and 
was the finest piece of aTchiteclurc I had seen m 
the East. The young Pandaram, attended by his 
Brahmins, met us, but objected to our passing so 
far as to be parallel to the Holy of Holies. Seve¬ 
ral small temples were beyond the rang^f pillars, 
and in one compartment was a tank. The whole 
building is surrounded by a lofty wall. W e^ passed 
put at a second gateway on tbe side, which was 
never finished, but was intendeil to be as large as 
the northern one, by which we entered. 

Passing along the outside, we went to thc^utu, 
where was the entrance to the temples. In the 
centre was a small one dedicated to Mahadeo; on 
the right, as you faced it, was a very large one un¬ 
finished, dedicated to Rama^wamee; and on the 
left, a smaller, complete, where his wife Seta re- 
sidedl Tlie front was ornamented with red paln^ 
ing, and ijitiumerablc figures of different deities : 
before Mahadeo’s was a tank. The whole had a 
very magnificent appearance, and was drawn by 
Mr. Salt: words cannot describe it. There arc two 
anti-rooms to Seta’s temple, with an open space be¬ 
tween them, We rvere permitted to approach the 
entrance of the second, and hence to view the in¬ 
side of the Holy of Holies. The mysterious gloom 
was by no means sufficiently dissipated by the 
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lamps to enable me to distinguish accurately, as the 
temple retired back a cousiderabie way. I could 
perceive a brazen pillar ending in a vane of three 
cross baiB, and surmounted by a bird. The god¬ 
dess was bejrond, seemingly richly dressed. The 
Fandaram himself is not permitted to enter the in¬ 
nermost temple, nor any one but tlie attendant 
iifahmius, who live in the town, and have their 
share of the ofTerings. TJie interior of Rama's tem- ' 
pie IS like his xvife's. except that a-large brazen Lin- 
gam IS m front of him, where the piJIar stood in 
tile other. I was told that the deities were only 
raised a little from the ground, which was the rea¬ 
son I could^ not perceive them. They were ex¬ 
tremely anxious that 1 should not press to go far¬ 
ther, as my declining it would he a precedent to 
them to reftise others. As I couccive it essentially 
advantageous to the British nation that it should 
never violate the religious prejudices of the natives, 
i did every thing that they requested. In tlieen- 
tr^ce^temples were a variety of statues, some 
painted red and black, some plain r tiie architec¬ 
ture was altogether handsome. VVithout the door 
were the carriages on which the gods were occa- 
aioually borne; they are of wood, ornamented with 
Csn'iug, and ate drawn by men. 

_ 1 next paid the Fandaram a visit at his habita- 
where I was presented with fruit and\w/ 2 at]i 5 
of the Jasminum sambac^ wliich were put round 
my neck and arms. Many compliments passed on 
_otb sideSj through the niedium of niy interpreter. 
Was not a little amused with their requesting my 
protection for their deity, 1 now look my leave 
%wth great professions of regard, and dismissing 
le om-toms, trumpets, and nautch-girls, wandered 
oack aloug the sea shore to our choultry. The 
built stone with which the temple is 
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I regretted much that my ignorance of the laii- 
suage prevented my learning perfectly the consti¬ 
tution of the place, which seems singular. Ihe 
Anmildar, who spoke English and French^ was a 
very intelligent mao, and informed me that the 
island belongs to the Raunie of Ramnad j that the 
priests hold a part of it under her, for which they 
pay only twelve hundred pagodas per annum, hav- 
^inga profit on this of at least five tiiousand. They 
also pay no duties, and have several other privileges 
both here and in Ceylon, nic concourse ot pil¬ 
grims is very great, and brings in very lar^e 
as each pays according to his rank, 'lire Rajah or 
Tanjore was expected here last year, but he could 
not afford it, as his presents, and other expences, 
would amount to the enormous sum of sixty thou¬ 
sand pagodas; since he would be bound in duty to 
bring all his family with him on so holy a pilgri¬ 
mage. The deity uses no water but what is brought 
by faquira, the wliole way from the Ganges: it is 
poured over him every morning, and is tlien sold 
to the devout; thus bringing in a considerable ad¬ 
dition of revenue. The greater part of their ia- 
eome is appropriated to the Pandarani, and his re¬ 
lations, who have possessed the supreme power 
about seventy years. Rainnada is the name of the 
boy who now reigns: he succeeded his uncle; and, 
as he is not permitted to marry, will be succeeded, 
Ln his turn, by his nearest mme relation. Ihey 
plead poverty, but are certainly very lich, I thiuk 
it would be fair to oblige them to finish the tem¬ 
ple, which is really a national ornament. Tliey 
told us there were one thousand pillars in it; but 
this seems a fixed number; and as it was evidently 
built at different times, it is improbable that such 
exactness should be observed. 1 do not doubt that 
there are nearly double the number. 
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Rlr. Salt staid to complete Ids drawinw, and in 
consequence had an opportunity of seeing tbegods 
carried in state to be bathed in the sea, at tlif ex- 
trenic point of the island, which is considered as 
most holy It was formerly much farther off, but 
the sea makes continual Jucioachments. The great 
Rama embarked from this spot to drive RawaJ and 
his evd spirite from Ceylon: hence arises Uie hoH-, 
ness ot the place. The images were covered with' 

were of gold, elephant on which tliiey rode was 

ncldy adorned: but iew of the chief Bralimins at¬ 
tended, norwas the crowd veiy great I’liey stopped 
toshow them to ifr. Salt; when the Aumildar, 
though of the Hindoo religion, observed to him 

poSs 

At eight in the evening I set off in my pafan- 
mim, attended by the Aumildar of Panbanfand the 
^aig of tlmdeJogets on horseback. In two hours 
I reached Panban, distant nine miles. The road 
was paved the whole way. which had been done at 
diiferent times by holy and affluent men. NcarJv 
every hundred yards was a choultry * and its at¬ 
tendant Brahmins. They w'ere all drawn oat to 
make their salaams as I passed, and Uie chief regu¬ 
lar y presented me with fruit and flowers. The Au- 
TOiIdafs residence was neat, and he had prepared 
for me a innsnud of white doth. The stepsW- 

ing to It, and the whole floor, and ceiling, were 
covered with the same. Plantain trees surrounded 
the pillars, and added greatly to the effect. The 
TfMJti was well lighted up, and the crowds of peo- 
piCi whose heads were only on a level with tlie 
lioor were kept off by servants with flambeaus, A 

and continued whilst 
the presents of friJt laid at my feet, and dis- 

* A buildiog, gentrolly of stone, for ilic rereption of tmveUt™. 
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tiibuted by me to my followers, I staid as short a 
time as possible, and then, with the same attend¬ 
ance, went on to the ferry, distant about a mile. 
Here the Aumildar had erected a small temporary 
house ill case tlie boats should not be ready, and 
had also formed a pier by which I could get close 
to them. There were ten in waiting, all belonging 
-to the Rannie of Ramnad. I enquired why he had 
Ordered so many: he said he conceived a man of 
my rank must have a great many followers, and a 
great deal of baggage. 1 told him, that, had that 
^enthe case,l should have found it impracticable 
to travel through Ceylon, and that 1 had nothing 
with me but what was absolutely necessary. My 
boat was, like the rooms, covered with while cloth, 
with a canopy of the same, supported by pillars of 
plantain. 

The strait here is about a mile wide. This, and 
the one at Manaar, are the only passages for com- 
munication between the Coromandel aud Ufalabar 
coasts, without going round Ceylon. Unfortu¬ 
nately, neither is passable except for small vessels: 
the bed of this strait is rocky: the entrance from 
the north is only one hundred feet wide, between 
two rocks; and as another directly faces it, great 
caution is required to pass salely between tliem. 
The current is extremely rapid. We were guided 
to the landing place by lights on the shore, 1 foutitl 
the Rannie’s people ready to receive me, and a 
temporary house erected tor me to rest in: a pro¬ 
fusion of fruit was presenteil in her name, which I 
distributed to my people, and at a little after eleven 
I set off for Ramnad, TJ\e night was so much 
warmer than 1 had been used to, that 1 slept in my 
bed-o-own only, with the door of my palanquin oc¬ 
casionally open. The sands were very heavy, the 
country very dreary, and the salt marshea frequent. 
1 was met two miles from Ramuad by Colonel 
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Martmgs Adjutant, with a note from the Colonel, 
expressing his sorrow tliat he could not meet me 
himself. Soon afterwards the whole of the Ran* 
pie’s suwarrjr- made their appearance. The mom. 
mg was hot, and I would willingly have dispensed 
with the dust which was mvsed "by the elephants 
^<1 soldiers. J\Jy men were very much tired; but 
fortunately the old lady had sent her beaiers, and 
they got on f|tiickly. By nine 1 arrived at theCo^ 
lonci 3 house in the fort, wliich is distant thirty 
miles from Fanban. I touud him a most excellent 
and pleasant man. He is a Portuguese, and has 
^en forty-four years in India, thirty of which he 
has spent at Ramnad. He is Colonel of-a local 
corps raised by himself, and is an. universal blessing 
to the surrounding inliabitants. TJje house he 
lives in was built by liimself; the spot is improved 
as much as possible, more for tlie sake of the em. 
ployment it gives to the poor, than for his o^vn sa. 
tisfaction. It is within the walls of the fort, which 
was commenced by the Rannie's ancestors, but 
never completed. The palace adjoins to it; a 
gloomy building, with lofty walls, and no windows 
on tiie outside. Within the fort is also a large 
tank, on the banks of wliicii are an old pagoi^ 
now a poultry-house of the Colouel'a, tlie tomb of 
the Rannie’s late husband, and a Protestant churcli 
of very neat architecture, towards the erecriog of 
wiiicb the Honourable Company gave seven hun¬ 
dred pagodas, and the Colonel, though a Catholic, 

f ive nine hundred, for whiclv he was much abused 
y the people of his own persuasion. Here are 
also Irarracks, and a black town. The walls are 
e^tern^lly completed, and are handsome, of mas- 
sivc storifis, with ioopThoies at the top. It is still 
in good repair, but has no cannon mounted, as 
there is no rampart within, I found an excellent 
breakfast prepared* with all the gentlemen of the 
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place invited to meet me. The Aumiidar sent a 
present of fitiit, amongst wlvlch were some man¬ 
goes that weighed nearly two pounds each. From 
tile Rannie I receiveil a similar present, with sa¬ 
laams^ and an enquiry after my healtli. 

After breakfast I went to viiit the Rannie, at¬ 
tended by Mr. Saitj Colonel Marling and Mr* 
'Brown, the Commercial Resident. We entered the 
^alls of tlie palace in our palanquins, but were 
soon obliged, hy the narrow donr-ways, to quit 
them. Tlie building is of stone, but without any¬ 
thing handsome in the architecture. The wails 
were covered with carvings of deities, anti little 
statues of them were to be met with in niches at 
every corner. After several wiutliags, we entered 
a door-way, which opened into a siiiall ^ court, in 
the centre of which was a building of massive 
stone, with pillars of the same, and steps to ascend 
to it. In it wa$ a musmid, with a carpet, and a 
little on one side were chairs on a white clotli. 
Tlie Rannie met ns at the bottom of the steps, and 
presented her handj she then introduced to me Irer 
adopted son, a very fine little boy of about seven 
years old. After a few compliments through Co¬ 
lonel Marting, we all seated ourselves. She was 
very plainly dressed, her husband not liaving been 
dead a year; and till the expiration of that term 
she can wear no jewels. A drapery of white mus¬ 
lin covered her trom her waist downwards; above 
that she liad a large piece of musliu with a gold 
border. This was wrapped loosely round her, and 
in part showed her skin : the ends came forward, 
and with one of them she fietiuenlly covered lier 
mouth and the lower part of her face. Her head 
was uncovered; lier hair long, and a little grey; 
in her ears she had very large and heavy gold car- 
rings, that touched her shoulders, stretching her 
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ears to a hideous Icngtli, In person she was rather 
tali, extremely thin, with black teeth and a Mi Jde 
mouth; her age about forty. 

The good lady could never have been a very 
tempting object; but she was a princess, and 
brought this country in maniage to her husband ; 
she is also cheerful and good-natured. It is said 
that they lived ^'ery liappily together. Her hrothep 
formerly held the country under the India Com^ 
pany; but force was always requisite to make him 
pay his kists, or tribute; and to avoid this lie was 
ei'eti known to conceal his money in pots in the 
earth. At length the Madras Governnieut was 
tired of his evasions; he was attacked and de¬ 
posed, and has since remained a prisoner at Ma¬ 
dras. As he had no issue, terms were made with 
his sister: she pays to the Qompany two thirds of 
the clear revenue, wlilch payment amounts to 
30,000 pagodas per annum. There remains 45,000 
for herself: by dltferent means she makes it 
50,0(X); a sum more than adequate to maintain her 
in splendour. She is rich, and lias many jewels: 
the little boy was covered with them. The bril¬ 
liants in his bracelet were particularly fine, and are 
said to bave been part of the plunder of Serin gapa- 
tam. lie had also a chain of emeralds and rubies, 
that would be very valuable were thej' not perfo¬ 
rated, and a string of large pearls. The old lady’s 
designation is Rannie Sudoopuddy hlunglasoovary 
Natchlar, The first is a title; the second desig¬ 
nates her power over Ramiseram, of which site is 
paramount; the third is lier name; the fourth 
marks her as eldest daugliter. 

After some easy conversation, she rose from her 
seat, and taking her boy by the hand, brought him 
anti placed him in my arms, requesting my protec¬ 
tion for him. This^ of course, was promised; and 
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I was entertained with a list of the child's accom¬ 
plishments. After staying about half an hour we 
hinted a wish to go. She presented with her own 
hands a pair of shawls to me^ put a wreath of yel¬ 
low flowers round my neck^ and sprinkled rose¬ 
water on my hands and handkerchief. Mr. Salt 
had a shawl and flowers. She then went with us 
\o the door, where we shook hands and parted. 

The pleasing and cordial manners of my host 
harl made me not in the least regret tliat I had 
been obliged to stay here an additional day. I 
breakfasted with Mr, Browne, the Commercial Re¬ 
sident, and at ten took my leave of him, and the 
excellent Colonel Mar ting. As we passed the fort, 
it had a handsome eflect, from its lofty and mas¬ 
sive walls, with the pagodas and palace rising 
above them, seen from a country that was perfectly 
flat. The road was vety^ unpleasant, being over 
rice fields that were preparing for their crops. 
Some people were emplo 3 'ed in letting off the water 
from the tanks, where it had been kept above the 
level of tire country; others were ploughing with 
oxen, ancle deep in mud and water; otliers again 
were raising the mounds round the small divisions, 
to preserve a sufficient depth of water. Our boys 
had to warle through this, and to lift the palanquin 
over the mounds, which were occaaioually vciy' 
high. The Naig of the delogets was on horse¬ 
back ; his man waded by my side. By eleven we 
reached a pagoda of the same form as the one at 
X Ramiseram. The building at the entrance was 
handsome, and pyramidal. Tlie first temple was 
built of large stones, and supported by pillars co¬ 
vered with carved deities: it had a brazen pillar in 
it, which passed through the roof, and was sur¬ 
mounted by a peacock; before it, was the Lingam 
of black stone. The second temple they would 
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not pennit me to enter; but by the dim light of 
the lamps, I could distinguish that a chain of tern- 
pte.s ran a great H,'ay backwards, gradually loiver- 
mgaiid tmntjwing till they ended in a small temple 
a cupola, under which was the deity. There 
were a few low steps to each division, but no com- 
tnimication with the open air. The priest made an/ 
offering f)f rice whilst I was there, bent down and 
frerpicntly rang a little bell. A lofty wall sur- 
roumled the whole, and a choultry was built oppo¬ 
site to it. By lialf after twelve I got to Devipa- 
tam, a straggling viHpge nine miles from Raninad. 
ft was very hot, though there was a pleasant 
breeze, from the sea, winch we here reached again 
after having quitted it at Panhan. I rested my 
people for nti hour, and enjoyed myself under the 
shade of a ^houltrv, close to the shore. Before 
three we got to another choultry and tank at Trip- 
paulgoody, distant five miles. Here we rested and 
took a repast. We reached Tindy, distant sixteen 
miles, by half after eight, where I received the 
usual nazur of limes, and found arches erected 
across the road cohered with green boughs. I 
proceeded at nine, and during the' night passed 
several waters, some of which were rather deep. 

By-three in the morning 1 got to Cotapatarn, dis¬ 
tant twenty-five miles, where 1 again changed 
boys. 

By nine I reachedChadoobahah, distant twenty- 
one miles. Mr. Hawkins of Trichlnopoly has a 
bungelow here, to which lie retires during the heat 
of summer to enjoy the sea breeze. Fortunately 
for me he had been here several days to dispatch a 
vessel belonging to him. He received me very 
civilly, 

and kindly acted my interpreter! by 
which means I soon got my boys together^ At 
twelve I set off again; the day very hot, notwith- 
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^Standing the hreeze. We now quitted the sea 
shore, as it here makes a rapid turn to the east, 
till it ends in Point Callaniere* The whole coun- 
tiy was in high cnllivation; consequently the 
paddy fields were nearly impassable, _ At small dis¬ 
tances were choultrys and pagodas, in the firont of 
which were several gigantic figures of richly orna¬ 
mented horses, formed of bricks covered over wth 
chunam. These were mixed with fruit trees and 
lofty banians, which rendered the scenery less tame 
than rnight have been expected from the flatness 
of the country. By four I arrived at Puttahcoltab, 
distant fifteen miles, where 1 expected to meet the 
boys from Tanjore. None however w’cre there, 
and the same boys were induced to go fifteen miles 
farther to a tappal bouse, where we rested all night 
As no boys had made their appearance from Tan¬ 
jore, [ prevailed upon those who brought me here lo 

? o on tifteen miles ftirthcr to that place. By eight 
met a servant of Captain Blackburn, with a let¬ 
ter, which cleared up the mistake. ITiere an^ ib 
seems, two ways from Ranmad to Tanjore; the 
one, which I came by the sea-shore i the other 
through the hills and Poligar countnr, where is the 
capital of Tond'mam, tlie chief of those tribes 
called Poodoocottah, By a mistake of Colonel 
Marti ng, from w^hose memoranda I bad copied, I 
had desired the boys to be stationed at the latter 
place, instead of the former. Captain'Blackburn 
thought my inclination bad led me to choose that 
road, to visit the court of Totidinam, who ts one 
of those hatf-sav'age chieftains, resembling in their 
power and mannem, the European lords of feudal 
times; but fortunately be had also supposed It pos¬ 
sible that a mistake of the names might have 
taken place, and had sent oft tw'o bandys this 
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roatl to meet me. I got into onCj and soon arrh'ed 
at his house at Tanjore, a distance from Ramnacl of 
one liutidreti and twenty oue miles, which I tra¬ 
velled in forty-eight hours; After breakfast I re¬ 
ceived a present of fruit from the Rajah, with . 
enquiries after my health, and congratulations on ^ 

my arrivaj- / 

Jn consequence of letters from Lord Wellesley/ 
Lord William Dcntinck Iiad issued orders for my 
* being every where received with the utmost atten¬ 
tion. Being the first British nobleman that ever 
visited Tanjore, the Kajoh was much pleased with 
tlie idea of receiWng me, acceded to every 
proposal of Captain B}ackbum\ as to the etiquette 
to be observed on our meeting, and it was settled 
that we should visit as equals. 

Serfagee, the present ^jab, is the adopted son 
of Tuljagee, who died in 1786, To make an 
adoption valid by the Hindoo law, three things are 
necessary; first, that the person adopted should be 
an infant; secondly, that he should be taken from 
the family of the nearest relation; and, thirdly, 
that the consent of the immediate heir should be 
obtained. Tuljagee complied with none of these, 
and consequently at his deatii the India Company 
set aside the claims of Serfagee, and placed on the 
musnud, Araerring, the brother of the Rajah. Part 
of the security that the English bad received from 
the Nawaub of the Carnatic, to pay their subsidy, 
was tlie revenue of Tanjore, and the Rajah was 
bound by treaty not to mortgage it to any one. He 
Jiowever did this, and the original mortgage deed 
was obtained by the Resident, and sent to lord 
Hobart at Madras. JHts Lordship wished imme¬ 
diately to remove the Rajah,but Sir John Shore op- 
posedit Ameirlngcontinuedto govern the coun- 
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try; but his tnismaDagemcDl became at length ao 
evideotythatitwas considered necessary to propose 
to him a treaty, by which he was to give up to 
the British, the civil military controul of Tan- 
jore. Encouraged by the impunity that had at' 
tended his former misconduct, he refused to com* 
ply, and set the Company at defiance. In the 
mean time the young Serfagee liad been educated 
carefully, first at Madras, and afterwards under the 
respectable Danish missionary, Mr, Schwart!!. It 
was naturally wished by the India Government 
that he had been acknowledged, instead of liis un¬ 
cle; and conceiving there might be still some 
doub ts on the subject of the adoption, they referred 
the whole business to the Pundits, who with an 
ingenuity that would have done crerlit to tlie Sor- 
bonne itself, decided, that though the adoption of 
Serfagee had been deficient in every necessary for¬ 
mality, yet that it only caused a ^eat srii in Tui- 
jagee, but did not vitiate the title of the child to 
the musnud. Fortifie<l by such a decision, Amer- 
ring was ini mediately deposed, but liad an allow¬ 
ance left him of twenty-five thousand pagodas per 
annum, and a country palace, where he resided 
under the protection of his nephew, with whom lie 
continued on most friendly terms, till 180i3, wlien 
he died, Serfagee, in 1799, executed the treaty 
that had been proposed to his uncle, giving up the 
management of the country to llie British, re¬ 
serving to himself several palaces, the Tranquebar 
tribute of two thousand pagodas, a clear allowance 
of one lac of pagodas, and one-fifth of the over¬ 
plus revenue after the expcnces, militar)' and civil, 
are paid, which amounts to nearly two lac more. 
These sums are fully adequate to his necessary ex- 
peaces, and to keep up the dignity of an Asiatic 
prince. He is in tact more aflluent than his pre- 
voi, I, X 
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ilecessors, who, though nominally in possession of 
the revenue, had about six lac of pagodas to pay 
the Company for main talning the army, and one 
lac for the interest of debts, and the religious estab¬ 
lishment of the pagodas, both of which the Com¬ 
pany have taken upon themselves. The arrange¬ 
ment has been equally advantageous to the Com¬ 
pany, and to the inhabitants. By the prudent 
management of Mr, Harris, the (^Hector, order 
and activity has been introducer!, the people are 
protected and encouraged to labour; consequently 
tlie produce lias been greater* and the revenue has 
rapidly increased. No part of India has gained 
more by coming under the British controul tlian 
Tanjore, for in former times no country suffered 
so much from hostility. It was in one point more 
open to injury than any other, its existence almost 
depending upon the preservation of the prodigious 
mounds which have been raised at Coiladdy, to 
prevent the waters of the Cauveri from rejoining tlie 
Colcroon, after they have separated near Tricnino- 
poly. The former branch of the Acundacauveri 
is subdivided again and again, and by its different 
canals, carries fertility into the whole plain, from 
Devicottah to Point Callamere, a district which, 
were it not for the labour of men in procuring a 
supply of water, would be a barren sand. The 
French were fully aware of this, and in the war 
of 1754 attempted the destruction of the mounds, 
but failed through the exertions of the English. 
War has long ceased in these fertile provinces, and 
the union of tlie peninsula under one controlling 

C ower, has rendered the return of it highly impro- 
able. 

The Rajah is not obliged by treaty to keep up any 
military force; but the Madras governmentJiaving^ 
as a favour, given ium the posses siou of the two fbrti 
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of TanjorCj he has establialied a garriaoxi of fifteen 
hundred men, and heeps the walls In excellent 
repair, at an expence of fifty thousand pagodas 
per annum. The education he received during 
the time of his adversity was far superior to that 
of Asiatics in general. He speaks the English lan¬ 
guage with fluency and propriety, and has beeu 
thoroughly attached to our Government by the 
conciliatory and respectful conduct which has been 
uaiformlv observed towards him. To a mao of 
sense, wliich he certainly is, the rapidly increasing 
prosperity of his country must be gratifying, ana 
our strict attention to the religious prejudices of 
the inhabitants unites him still closer to us. . 

In no part of India does the Hindoo religion 
preserve so much power or splendour as on the 
coast of Coromandel. As the Mussulmaun con¬ 
quests were never permanent here, the places of 
worship remain in their original state, and their 
vastendowmcntsareuntouched. Inalmost every 
village is a pagoda with its lofty gateways of 
tnassive, though hot inelegant architecture, where 
a great number of Brahmins are maintained either 
by the revenues formerly established, or by an 
allowance from the government. Ihe great roads 
which lead to these holy places pe lined with 
choultries, built for the accommodation of pilgrims, 
where frequently Brahmins attend to relieve tlieir 
wants. Thesesacredmenareherethechiefholders 
of land, and according to their laws, perform 
every office of husbandmen, except following the 
plough. As a body they have also extensive free 
lands, but their titles, were Uiey examincrl into, 
would in many instances be found defective: pru¬ 
dence will probably prevent this from being done. 
The profit, which might result from it, would but 
ill compensate for the certainty of alienating their 
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minds, wliich are at present strongly attached to 
us by tlie proteclion whicli they receive, and by 
an additional allowance out of the revenue of forty- 
five thousand pagodas per annum, which is distri¬ 
buted to the poorer temples, according to a tradi¬ 
tionary custom of*the Kajahs, The deposition of 
the late Rajah, and the elevation of the present. 
Lave shown that the Brahmins may be induced to 
sanction any wish of the British Government; 
through them therefore the natives may be ruled 
with safety, and their very prejudices rendered 
assistant in securing our Government. 

I accepted Major Marting's invitation to break¬ 
fast with irim in the small fort; it is distant about 
a mile from Captain Ulackburn s house. This fort 
was given up to the Rajah by our treaty with him, 
but in case of war, we reserved a right to re-occupy 
it; this we have now done. After breakfast we 
went to see the fort. It is a mile round, veiy 
strong and in good repair; the walls are lofty, 
and built of large stones; on the corners of the 
ramparts are cavaliers; the ditch is broad and 
deep, cut out of the solid rock, and has a well 
formed glacis. It joins on one side to the large 
fort, which is fortified in a similar manner, and in 
which the Rajali lives. U had gone to decay, but 
he is repairing it at a great expence: his troops 
are the only garrison. 

Within the small fort is the celebrated ]>agoda, 
the chief building of which b the finest specimen 
of the pyramidal temple in India, It lias been 
drawn uy Mr. Daniell with some little embellish¬ 
ments. The Rajah was extremely anxious that I 
should not request to enter it. He said, if 1 did 
not inaiat upon it, no one else could; of course I 
complied W(th his request, but went to the door 
to view the bull of black granite, which Mr, Da- 
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niell has also drawn, but incorrectly as to the 
number of pillars supporting the loof over it, and 
the space between each of tJtem. It is said to 
one of the finest specimens of the ancient arts in 
India: the Rajah liad a drawing made of it for 
nve, on a scale, by a country draftsman of great 
merit. Previously to the treaty between the pre¬ 
sent Rajah and the Madras Government, the gar¬ 
rison had possession of the pagoda, which the 
Brahmins had quitted. On its restoration, the 
Kajah had it purified at a very great expence, and 
sentinels are now placed to prevent any one from 
etitcrin''. The 'Brahmins met us at the gate, and 
presented fniit and flowers. Opposite the gate¬ 
way of the pagoda is a pyramidal building, 
nearly similar, on the walls; at present it serines 
as a depot for stores. We afterwards mounted 
the ramparts, which being higher than the sur¬ 
rounding wall of the pagoda, gave us a fuU view 
of the interior. Tiie great temple itself is cer¬ 
tainly a very beautiful piece of arclii tec lure, and 
different in its top and ornaments from any other 
I have seen. We saw tlic remains of Monsieur 
Lally*s lines, when he ineffectually besieged the 
place, which was much too strong for a coup-de- 
niain, and he had not the means of a regular siege. 
He however, as usual, did all the mischief he could 
to the neighbourhood From one of the cavaliers 
was a very beautiful view; the pagoda formed a 
foreground; then appeared the large fort with the 
Rajah’s palace and pagodas : behind that, a rich 
country covered witli rice fields and topes; and 
beyond all, a chain of lofty nioimtains. The 
cannon was only begun to be mounted on the 
walls; when once that shall be completely finished, 
it will require a very strong army to besiege it, 
and a very powerful battering train to form a 
breach. 
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Twelve was tlie hour appointed for visiting the 
Rajah, and we were punctual to our time. On 
enleting the great fort I was sahited with seven¬ 
teen guns, and found his guards drawn out, w-ho 
presented arms; they were very neatly dressed, 
and in a good stale of discipline. The palace 
is an old building, with several lofty towers, sur¬ 
rounded by a high wall. The great square, into 
whicli we first entered, has never been finisiied. 
Tiie passages that led to the durbar were narrow', 
anti soon obligetl us to quit our palanquins. The 
moment I came in sight, he arose from his nuisnud, 
and met me at the door of Uie durbar : he shook 
hands, and in very good English expressed his 
delight at having the honour of receiving me at 
his nalace. He then took my hand and led me to 
a chair on the right of his niusnud; Captain 
Blackburn was seated on his left, and three of his 
courtiers: his attendants stood behind and around, 
lie was dressed in the JVIahratta fashion, with few 
jewels, but a bunch of very handsome pearls hung 
over his turban. The room was not large, but 
very cool; it formed one side of a square, nearly 
filled by a tank, in the centre of w'hich was raised 
a small apartment, that communicated by steps 
wUh that in which we were sitting. Everything 
tvas handsome and in excellent repair. The faci¬ 
lity and propriety witli which he expressed him¬ 
self in English was to me a great satisfaction. It 
was the first time I had been able to converse with 
a native prince, except through an interpreter. 
Formerly the India Company gave the title of 
King to the ruler of lanjore, and addressed him 
as Majesty: they found this to In? absurd, as 
he is a feudatory to the Nawaub of the CamatiCj 
and have changed it to Excellency, which being 
ever appropriated to tliose who represent Majesty 
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is equally absurd: Higlmesa is oerlainly liis premr 
tllS lie expressed 6is gratitude to the Eugbsh 

nation^ and assured me his attacbmeut was up - 
terable. Of the siacenty of this declarattou he 
eave a very convincing proot on the breaking ou 
of thePolygar war* when, at three hours notice, his 
little army was ready to march, under the com¬ 
mand of Captain Blackburn, to oppose the enemy, 
who had made an irruption into the country. 

I assented with great pleasure to his proposal ot 
showing me some part of the palace, and vs as con 
ducted V Wm to a very large and excellent room 
up stairs,* wliere, he informed me, he 
lived. It was carjieted, and had English cliairs. 
Opposite to each other were four bookcases, filled 
chiUy with English books, amongst which 1 was 
not a little pleased with discovering my grand¬ 
father Lord Lyttleton’s History^ ot Henry the 
Second, which I immediately pointed out to ins 
Excellency. One side of the room opened to a 
verandah; the opposite side wa^ covered with po^ 
traits of the Tanjore Princes of the Mahratta dy- 
nastyj downwards in succcssioHj from Sevagee its 

founder, , , , 

This celebrated chieftain had two sonsj the 
eldest succeeded to his power at Poonah, and is 
represented by the Rajah of Satarah. Eccogee, 
the second son, was the commander of a i™y oi 
forces, sent, in 1680, by his father, to assist the 
Hindoo Prince of Tanjore, who was^ attacked by 
another prince that ruled over Trichinopoly. 
Eccogee easily raised the siege of the capital, hut 
only retired to a village at the distance of five 
miles, whence he sent to demand a remuneration, 
which his unfortunate ally was unequal to advance. 
An Mrangement was however made after a nego¬ 
tiation of six months, and Eccogee declared he 
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woalfl cle^jart, but that he wislied first to pay his 
wniphments to die Prince tu his fort; winch was 
assented to, on coDdition of his bringine with him 
only 3t small escort- The day was fixeu^ as is cus- 
toniary by the a^itrologers, who also, by hJs orders 
warnecl liccogee tliat it would be unfortunate if 
he entered tlie fort before six in the evenin^r^ Ac¬ 
cordingly at that hour he a^lva^ced with only one 
hundred horse; but he Jmd previously introduced 
a great number of his men, dlsgLiiserl, with their 
daggers concealed under their dress. On enteriDg 
the gate, lie jiuslicd bn for tlie palace witli sixty 
torse, leaving the forty to be joined bv a body 
that lie had ordered to follow him, which they 
did unob.wrved in the dusk of the evening. The 
whole imniediately overpowered the guard, and 
rushed on to support their master, which thei^ 
were in time to do. The Prince and moat of his 
family were put to d^th, and Uccogee took pos- 
aessioti of the sovereignty, which has remained in 
his family to tlie present day. 

The pictures were in handsome gilt frames 
painted on canvas by a nattve artist, from drawings 
on^ the walls of the palace,^ many of wiiich were 
going to decay. ^ *lhey had considerable merit, 
and were interesting, as being likenesses of per¬ 
sons who had made a conspicuous figure on the 
tlieatre of English politics. Hung up against the 
wall were several native musical instruments, some¬ 
what resembling a giiittar, richly ornamented with 
diamonds and pearls. Tiie Rajah made one of his 
^ople play several tunes, and amongst others, 
Ciotl save the King, and Afalbrook. In one corner 
was an English pedal harp, his favourite instro- 
as it is beneath his dignity to be sup¬ 
posed to understand music, I could not request 
him to play. He however composes tunes, and is 
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triiitiing an English handj having sent to Europe 
for instruments. Tlie upper part of the walla 
was covered with canned deities; he told me he 
had tliem there to shew to Christians, who could 
not see the more holy ones in the temples. Tlie 
staircases are as bad as in Bengal, 

He next conducted me to a room he called his 
drawing room ; the walls were covered with prints 
and pictures of every possible kintf. It was fur¬ 
nished with English chairs and tables; and on the 
latter were paper, colours, and every implement 
of drawing, another amusement of wdiich lie is 
very fond. In short, it seems to me, tliat he passes 
his life in a course of rational amusement and 
study. How different from the generality of 
Asiatic princes, who are either slaves to ambition, 
or sunk in the debauchery of the liarem! VVe 
now returned to the durbar, and I proposed to 
take tny leave. Flowers were brought by a ser¬ 
vant, He put a large wreath of yellow, mixed 
with green, round my neck, smaller ones round 
my wrists, and a nosegay of the same colours 
into my bands. These were profusely wet with 
rose^ivater, A string of small pearls, to which was 
suspended a jewel of uncut emeralds and rubies, 
was also put round my neck. The same ceremony 
then took place with Captain Blackburn. Dresses 
of klucaub in the piece, with shawls, were laid at 
our foet, and carried away by our servants, Mr. 
Salt had no jewels, but, in other respects, was 
treated as we were. 

^Ve now took our leave, and were conducted to 
the door by the Rajah. We then went, attended 
by some of his people, to see the rest of the pa- 
lace. They first conducted us to his public durbar 
for administering justice. It is a lofty and large 
room, forming one side of a quadrangle. The 
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pillars, when he sits there, are covered with orna- 
ineots; at preseiit they are plaitt wood, and ugly. 
Near this was his workshop, where I saw a whim¬ 
sical carrla^ with six wJ^eels. The body was 
octagonal, ^out four feet in diameter, with win¬ 
dows all around: the wood work richly carved 
and gilt. In the front is an organ that plays as 
tlie wheels go round; and before this a clock, and 
a machine to mark the distance he travels. 

TIic next apartment was much more Interesting. 
It Was tlie^ durbar of the native Gentoo Princes, 
far exceeding in size and magnificeiice that erected 
by their Mahratta conquerors.. The pillars were 
of black stone, lofty and substantial; the roof 
was of vast masses.of tlie same. The musnud 
was raised in the centre about three feet from the 
ground. It was sixteen feet by eighteen, and two 
feet thick, of one piece of black granite, like the 
bull in the pagoda. Surprised that they should 
prefer their own building to this Tcally royal 
tlironc, I enquired the reason, and was told that 
the first Prince of this dynasty died a few days 
after he had been seated on it; that it was there¬ 
fore considered as unfortunate by his.successors, 
and had been totally abandoned. Like the other, 
It forms one side of a quadrangle, but has pillars 
around, and on one side a lofty tower, like 
those at the entrance of the pagodas, which add s 
much to its magnificence. 

At ten the next morning, His Excellency the 
Rajah arrived at Captain Blackburn’s to return 
my visit. He was on horseback, dressed as be¬ 
fore, and attended by his cavaliy and other 
troops. His General was at their head, distin- 
gutshed by wearing a steel glove similar to the 
ancient armour, which reached up to his elbow. 
His suwarry was neither numerous nor splendicL 
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Hia chief mark of dignity was a white umbrella, 
which in this country gives a particular title of 
honour, Toncliman wished much for one, but it 
would have been so cruel a mortification to the 
Rajah had he received it from the Madras govern¬ 
ment, that they only sent him two silver sticks. 
His horses were fine, and his ser^’ants ve^ neat. 
He ha<l several red flags with liirn, and his cour¬ 
tiers had perpendicular shades that kept off the 
sun: otbtvs had coloured umbrellas. His band, 
also, and tom-toms, were with him. 1 received 
him on the steps, and led him to a couch, placing 
him on my right hand. He requested to see Mr. 
Salt’s drawings, which were shown fo him : he 
made several judicious remarks upon them, and 
expressed hi in self highly pleaseiL He sat near an 
hour vvith me, and on his departure, reccii'ed Irom 
me exactly the same presents that he had given 
me the day before. He was obliged to take off 
his turban to have Ibe flowers an<l jewels put 
round his neck; his Jfahratta turban being too 
large for them to go over. His courtiers had pre¬ 
sents according to their rank. On departing, he 
earnest I}' requested to hear from me, and expressed 
many wdshes for my sate arrival in Lngland. 

It is singular that a man educated among 
Christians, with an excellent understanding, should 
be a slave to the Hindoo superstition; yet tJic 
Brahmins have not apparently a more strict fol¬ 
lower than the Rajah, though in every thing else 
a man of liberal sentiments, and even more than 
indulgent to the Danish missionaries that live in 
his countr)% extending his protection to the Ca¬ 
tholics, wdio have, nominally, ailded to their flock 
a considerable number of the lowest order of Hin¬ 
doos. After the observations that I have been 
obliged in a former part of my work, to make on 
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the Afissianaries, it w^ould be uncandid in me not 
to report the very favourable cJiaracler which was 
given of the gentlemen of the JJanish mission, 
and of their flock, by Captain Ulackbnrn. He as¬ 
sured me that their conduct dues iionour to the 
Christian name ; and that they Jive in perfect 

{ leace with the heathens around them. So little 
lowever has been their success In con^’ersion, 
though labouring with every advantage, that the 
hope of succeeding among otlier Alissionariea must 
be very small indeed. Here their scliools are al¬ 
lowed by the Hajah; and lliat which was under 
the immediate protection of liis old tutor Jlr. 
Schwartz, where he educated and maintained fifty 
poor children, has been continued at his Hisrhness’s 
own expence. Is it possible that more than tliis 
can be done to give Christianity a fair chance in 
Imlia ? Vet, how few have been the number of 
the converted! 

Tondiman sent a Vakeel to me to express Jiis 
regret at not having seen me at his capital, and to 
lay at my feet fruit, in token that the country was 
mine. He requested to know how long 1 should 
stay at Fanjore; for, if there were time, he would 
pay hts com pi intents in person. In return I made 
every profession ot regard, and assured him I was 
sorry that 1 had not time to receive the visit of so 
tried a friend of my country. 

Tondiman is an hereditary title, not the name of 
an individual. His subjects are Pojygarsi and 
since the late war, which ended in tlie destruction 
of the Alurdoos of bhevagunga, he is become the 
chief of those tribes, among whom the singular lavv 
existts of the female inheriting the sovereignty in 
preference to the male, TJie young Hannie 
may marry whomsoever she pleases, and during 
her life her husband is Kajah j but on her death 
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her daughter immediately succeeds. When we 
first became acquainted with the Poly gars in 1755, 
\ire7e considered as a wild unciviliTicd race, in 
whom no confidence could be placed, and whom it 
was impossible to restrain from plundering their 
friends, as well as their enemies. If they ever de¬ 
served the reproaches which were cast upon them, 
their character is completely changed at present; 
they are a brave and active race, but are as peace¬ 
able neighbours as any otherSj when treated with 
liberality and justice, which I am sorry to say has 
not always been the case. 

The proceedings which led to the late Polygar 
war are a melancholy proof of this. The Panja- 
kmcoiirchy Rajahs were young men, ruling over 
a tribe of Poly gars of no great consei^uciice, and 
bound to pay a tribute to the British Governmcut. 
From some circumstances a coolness originaietl be¬ 
tween them and the Collector, in consequence of 
which they refused to attend in person to pay their 
tribute, and tlie Collector refused to receive it in 
any other way. A negotiation took place, and at 
length it was agreed that the eldest shouUl receive 
a safe-conduct from the Collector, and should meet 
him in the fort of Kaninad. He arrived, paid his 
tribute, and was going to retire, when, contrary to 
all faith, an attempt was made to arrest him. Im- 
tatetl by this treachery, one of his attendants in¬ 
stantly stabbed the officer tn the heart, and then, 
escap^ with his master. A very respectable de¬ 
putation was sent down from Madras to examine 
into the circumstances, which reported that the 
murder did not appear to have been premeditated, 
but was solely owing to a sudden ebullition of rage 
on discovering the intended treachery. The Go¬ 
vernment wisely published a declaration of am¬ 
nesty to all concerned; but the Panjalamcourchy 
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chiefs continiied to entertain such a jealousy of the 
British, that tliey would not come in with their 
trilmte, and hostilities were the consequence. 

Tile brothers were too weak to resist Tiiey fled 
from their fort, and tried to conceal themselves in 
a jungle, where they were discovered and taken. 
The eldest was eaecutetl; the youngest, being 
deaf and dumb, had his life spared, but was con- 
nned in a British fort, from w'hich he escaped, and 
fled to his own, which lie repaired, and defended 
agaitis^t iVlajor Macauley with eight hundred men, 
repulsing him in an attempt to storm. At length 
M^or Agnew came up with reinforcements, when 
another attack was made, which succeeded. The 
place was destroyed, and the young Rajah was left 
amongst the dead, covered with woun js. In the 
night he was conveyed away by his friends, and 
carefully concealed, till, in the beginning of the 
year l^i, lie was able to fly to the Murd^s, act 

ing chiefs of Shet'agunga. 

This country was onginally ruled by a female, 
till about twenty-five years ago, when the two 
brothers of the name of Mnrdoo, who were of a low 
cast, and had even been menial servants in the pa¬ 
lace, usurped the government, under the title of 
Dewans to the sovereign her husbaDd. On his 
death they obliged the Rannie to marty a man of 
their own cast, in order to secure their power. 
She did not live long; and they seem then to have 
thought ail conceal men tun necessary, for they took 
the title of Pandeen H^ahs, or ancient kings of 
the country, of whom at present there is not any 
trace, except by tradition. The Nawaub of Arcot, 
on hearing of this, dispossessed them of tlieir ter¬ 
ritories, by the assistance of the Company’s troops 
under General Stewart; but for a bribe, reinstated 
them, and they continued to pay their tribute 
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did 

quietly, till the British Govennnent inatituted some 
inquires into the right by which they held the 
country. It was at the moment of their alarm on 
this account that the Panjalamcourcby Rajah ar- 
riped, of whose abilities they had a veiy high opi¬ 
nion. Tlie Chiefs of Shevagunga could bring into 
the field an army of twenty thousand men, armed 
with muskets, matchlocks, or spears: they there¬ 
fore determined on war, and applied to Tondiman 
to join them, threatening that, m case of refusal, 
they would immediately enter his country, and to- 
tally destroy it; a threat which they might have 
carried into execution, as the British were by no 
means in a state to afford him protection. He how¬ 
ever steadily refused. 

Colonel Agnew hearing of their proceedings, at¬ 
tempted to enter tlieir country, but failed, and was 
obliged to retire to Eamnad. The ilurdoos now 
pressed Tondiman to remain at least neuter, while 
Captain Blackburn, the Resident at Tanjore, called 
upon him to bring his -forces to the assistance of 
the British. Tondiman was then preparing to 
marry tbe daughter of his predecessor, which would 
have secured to him the country; yet he, without 
hesitatiou, put off his nuptials, and so exerted him¬ 
self that in four days he joined Colonel Innes at 
Nattam with three tltousand men, and at the same 
time gave up Teroomiam, his only strong fort, as a 
military depot. He also rendered a very important 
service, by securing in one night the familtes of a 
great number of the followers of the Murdoos, who 
had concealed themselves in his jungle; in conse¬ 
quence of which eve IT male belonging to those fa¬ 
milies immediately deserted their cause, and be¬ 
came quiet subjects. 

The united Rajahs defended themselves with 
great valour, and when shut up la their fort of Ca- 
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liarcoi], resisted, for five months, the whoie force 
til at could be brought against them. Tlie superi¬ 
ority' of discipline and numbers at length gave vic¬ 
tory to the British: Caliareoil was taken by storm; 
anti thougli the Mu rdoos escaped into the jungle, 
wiiich for seven miles surrounds it, yet tliey were 
soon hunted out and hanged; the one at the age of 
fifty-five, the other at sixty. ThePanjalamcourchy 
Bajah fled to Pylney, where he also was at length 
taken and executed; an act which I cannot hut 
deeply regret, as I think the provocations his family 
experienced from the Resident were such as to pal¬ 
liate his rebellion. It might have been advisable 
to prevent his return to his own country, but I 
think the Madras Government would liave con¬ 
sulted their own honour in sparing his life. In the 
Shevagunga family there existed no female heir; 
the country was therefore given to a relation who 
had been betrothed to the late Rannie, but was 
prevented from marrying her by the Mgrdoos, No 
adv'antage was taken of the conquest to raise the 
tribute, which still continued at 50.000 pagodas 
per annum. 

The conduct of Tondiman had been so friendly, 
that the Madras Government determined to re¬ 
quite him; tliey therefore restoretl to iiim the dis¬ 
trict of Killinelli, valued at six thonsand pagodas 
per annum, liable to the tribute of an elephant an¬ 
nually. This had belonged to Tanjore, but in Tip- 
poo s war was in his possession. As it was consi¬ 
dered an important place to recover, the Englisli 
otfered to giv'e it^ to Tondiman if he would conquer 
the forts. He difi so; but, on the peace, the Tan- 
jrre influence prevailed at Madras, and he had been 
obliged to surrender them. 'J hey. also presented 
Dim with two gold sticks to be carried before him, 
a mark of high distinction in this country, and 
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conveying a title, A perseverance in tlic system 
of concilia tion^ which has been so wisely adopted 
by Captain Blackburn, will, I have no doubt, at- 
tach tne Polygars to the British, as they are fully 
sensible of our power; at present lie assures me, he 
is convinced, that were tiieir services required, he 
Could bring ten thousand of them into the field. 
They have shown themselves on all occasions un¬ 
commonly brave and active, and vvould be no des¬ 
picable aJlies in the bush-fighting of this woody 
couiit(y% 

By three in the morning, we were on our way, 
and by half after seven arrived at filr, liarris's, at 
Comboconum, distant twenty-three miles, having 
passed through the town, and over the bed‘of the 
Cauveri, which is now perfectly diy. When full, 
it must afford a very beautiful view, the opposite 
side being covered witli wood, out of whidi the 
lofty pagodas rear their venerable heads in greater 
numbers than I had liitlierto seen. This was the 
ancient capital of Tanjore, which accounts for the 
many remains of its splendour. At present, it is 
chieny inhabited by Brahmins. Their habitations 
were neat; new houses were building, and the old 
ones were not going to decay; I therefore set this 
down as a thriving district. A persqp who travels 
through a country with rapiaity, has no other 
means of judging for hiinsclf. It strongly con¬ 
firmed the report I had lieard of Mr. Harris’s able 
conduct. Some of the pagodas and tanks were 
very fine; but it is a singular circumstance, that 
almost invariably tlie outer gateway is of superior 
dimensions to the temple itself. The expence of 
building them must liave been very great. 

At nine we left Mr. Harris’s, and by half after 
twelve, reached CutaUum, a small village distant 
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fourteen miles, having as usual passed several pa¬ 
godas. The countr}' was extremely rich, and in a 
high state of cultivation. At four, we arrived at 
'VVy denathgoody, a ve ry co ns i d e rable and flo urish ing 
open town, witlia large, and I should suppose rich, 
pagoda; for thesuwarry with which the Brahmins 
met me, was very handsome. The eiepliants were 
covered with flags, and the nautch-girls w'ere gaily 
dressed. The noise of the tom-toms was however 
insufferable; I therefore hastened out of the town 
as fast as possible, after having received their nazur 
of limes, and a present of oranges and bananas. On 
the road w'e met a messenger from Mr. Campbell, 
inviting us to his bungelow near Chelumbrum. 

M’c reached Mr, Campbell's by half after ten ; 
the distance eighteen miles. Tea and various other 
refreshments were ready, and our host was after¬ 
wards so obliging 03 to conduct us to the celebrated 
pagodas of Chelumbrum, which were illuminated, 
the Brahmins having notice of my visit. The 
masses of deep gloom, partially relieved by tlie 
light of. tlie torches, had a very solemn effect. The 
gateway by whicli we entered had lately been re¬ 
paired by a devout widow, at the enormous ex¬ 
pellee of forty thousand pagodas. Tlie side pieces 
of the gateway were each of one atone, forty feet 
high, and ornamented with carving. The whole 
of the architecture had a more ancient appearance 
than Tanjore or Hainiseram. Facing the entrance 
they were erecting a portico of one hundred fluted 
pillars, in some parts three, in others five deep:- 
the roof was not yet laid on. We then proceeded, 
in a winding direction, to the entrance of the most 
holy temple. This building is more ancient, and 
the style much purer than the otlicrs around it; 
even the carved figures shewed in the artist a more 
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just attempt at proper action, than is to be found 
in the rest. It was extremely well lighted tip, so 
that, by ordering iny torches away, I could see the 
inside Better than by day. There was a profusion 
of gold and jewels about the Deity. The ouildings 
were formed as usual, and we were only permitted 
to approach the door of the anti-roouj. In this 
was the brazen pillar, reaching above the roof: 
without was an immense lingam of black stone, 
elevated on a lofty square pedestal of many steps; 
over it was a canopy, supported by pillars, that rose 
from the ground witlioiit pedestals, A smalt tem¬ 
ple facing us on our return, was of the same arcln- 
tecture, and the carved figures had equal merit. I 
here observed, for the first time, a smaller circular 
pillar of black stone, protruded in front of the 
larger, in the same way as in some of the Gothic 
cathedrals in England, winch liad a vciy^ beautifui 
effect. In this temple are many inscriptions in an 
unknown character, which 1 should Iiave been de¬ 
lighted to have iiad copied; but it was impossible, 
as I was obliged, to my great regret, to hurry away, 
lest I should be too lale in tlie Retl Sea for tlie 
southerly monsoon. This is a most holy pagoda ; 
and although it has no revenue, except a share of 
the money allowed by Government, Is supposed to 
be rich, from the numerous donations of pietv and 
superstition. Tippoo during the war got posses¬ 
sion of it, and much annoyed our troops. The 
walls are very lofty and thick; but though the 
gateways were forced, still they resisted, and by 
throwing down combustibles drove out the assail- 
auts. At twelve I took my leave of Mr. Camp¬ 
bell, and proceeded on my journey. 

Early in the morning I was met by a servant of 
Mr. Kinchant's, tlie Resident at Cuddalore, invit¬ 
ing me to bis bouse. I arrived there by uine, a 
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distance of fifteen miles. The factory house is a 
dmtep.eceof architecture, built by my relative, 
Diamonil Pitt, wlien this was the chief station of 
the British on the Coromandel coast. It has a no¬ 
de portico, and had a terrace roof ivbich pleased 
Mojisienr Liilly so much, tlrat he carried it away to 
Pondicherry. I receivetl here a polite invitation 
from the Honourable Colonel St. John of the 7Scl 
regimen^ commanding at Pondicherry, to take up 
niy abw e at tJie Goveroment-house. I arrived 
tlicrc at half after six, and met with a veiy cordial 
rcceptioiK ^ 

The Colonel has a kind of levee for the French 
genUemen. 1 was much surprised by a Monsieur 
He Mootroclies presenting me with a letter of in- 
^oduction fron, Paris, ffom my friend Doctor 
hfecnab. I WM liappy to find that he xvas a great - 
favourite with Colonel St, John. He is ofa noble 
tamijy, and was sent out in the civil dcpartinent. 

iIa * proceeded by an unfrequented road to 
the left among the hills, the scenery of which is 
^id to he very fine. He went first to visit and 
draw the Seven Pagodas. 

Pondicherry, once the most splendid city in the 
and the capital of the French when they held 
the arger part of the Carnatic, has never recovered 
Its destruction m 1761. The Frencli administra- 
tmu, confiding m the great force sent out under 
Monsieur Laliy, wantonly ordered that all the Bri- 
t^^sh forts, which might hill into his hands, should 
rf ™™*^tled; and tliis was executed at Fort St, 
David a. The fate of war made Pondicherry liable 
to retaliation; the fortifications were conipletely 
destroyed and the ditch was filled up by Ihe re* 
moval of the glacis mto it. This, however, did not 
satisty the Council of Mariras; a remembrance of 
le gieat power of the French seems to have 
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haunted them ; and to make a return of it still 
uvore difficult, they deter mi tied to extend their de¬ 
vastations to tl:ie tuildlngs, public as well as pri¬ 
vate. The Jesuits’ College, and some of the pub¬ 
lic buildings, still remain mcumrials of their resent¬ 
ment The private houses liave been completely 
repaired, and Pondicherry is still the handsomest 
town, except Calcutta, that I have seen in India. 

In the middle of the Sfjuare are lying the pillars 
and other ornaments of a pagoda of black stone, 
richiy ornamented witb carving. These had been 
removed from a sacrctl building by Monsieur Du- 
pleix, when he assiLimed the rank of Soubah, and 
lived in all the ponijj of an eastern prince, and 
were probably intended for a durbar. They now 
reuiain strewed on the ground, no unfit emblem of 
the fallen power of the FiTcnch In this country* 
Bonaparte seems to have formed expectations of 
raising it to its ancient height, otherwise he would 
not have sent out to a little territory of five miles 
of sea-coast, containing only twenty-fi''e thousand 
mhabilantSj and yielding a reveuue of only forty 
thousand pagodas, so splendid an establishment as 
arrived under Captain-General De Caen, which con¬ 
sisted of seven generals, a proportionable number 
of inferior officers, and fourteen hundred regular 
troops, including a body-guard of eighty horse, 
Sparing as Bonaparte is of iiis money, he neverthe¬ 
less sent with them one hundred thousand pounds 
in specie, and had directed the Govemnient-house 
to be repaired, and furnished with articles sent 
from France^ at an ex pence of eighteen thousand 
pounds. 

Nothing can be more evident, tlian that such a 
number of generals and oBicers must have been 
intended for a wider field tlian the little terri¬ 
tory of Pondicherry, When they were sent 


326 


toNurcHEimr. 


from France, the power of Perron was at Its height 
jij tlic upper provinces, and the original founder 
of that power was with Bonaparte, to point out 
the most eligible method of uiidernuning the 
British infiueuce in India. Here, tliereforl, was 
destinationi and had they been 
able to join their countrymen, and mature their 
prryects of ^ increasing still more the number of 
&cpo]^Sj disciplined after the European manner, tire 
result of a future war might ]>ave been the accom¬ 
plishment of their wishes. Fortunately for us, the 
capacious mind of Lord Wellesley saw the danger, 
and his promptitude has removed it, I hope, for 
ever, in the peninsula little was to be feared from 
French influence, From the time of their first es¬ 
tablishment, they had violated the prejndices of 
the natii’es, and were consei^ueully held in detes¬ 
tation by them. Dupleix had destroyed their tem¬ 
ples ; Lally had forced, them to work in the 
trenches, and do other military duty contrary to 
their c^t; and the Government itself had uniform* 
ly P^iibited the residence of a single familv 
winch was not Christian within its boundaries! 
Xo this intoleraiiit spirit, I cannot but in a great 
degree attribute the decline of the French power, 
■^d to a contra^’ conduct, the elevation of tlie 
British on its ruins. The memory of what the 
French were, still exists in the minds of l)ie na- 
tnes, and renders the success of their intrigues 
much itiore dilhcult. Whatev-cr were the plans or 
hopes of I^naparte, the war put an end to them. 
Admiial Lmois had earlier intelligence of that 
event than Admira,! Rainier, and thinking no time 

mil ^ the night and 

tied to the Isle of 1'ranee, leaving behind forty of- 
hcers, anfl the whole of the civil servants who had 
landed on liis arrival. He took with him all the 
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SSrSi'T.iSi-Ws 
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t-nS. w^e ifi’'’b.t »-4‘ 'r ft 

rfi?sf ®““* i“ c 

=;rtn Up h-id no sootier secured nimseli, man j 

Slvely «ta«l 10 enter into nnj- terms t.U the 

73 td reiitment had evacuated llieto\yn, whic^ 

Lmplfdf th, when the eepitnlatm^^ 
before the public, was signed, and they became 

wJ^ld bHifficult to account J?’? 
iues of the British officers on this occasion. The 

town was completely in Ihcir possession vvheat^^^^ 

humbly retire/from it. and the French could not 

have resisted for ten min.it«. in 

eapitulntinnwa enlmed into; for the birracKs 

which they were shut up, were only one story 
hiah, and the court in the centre was commaoded 
b'lfseveral lofty houses adjoining, from the roofs 
S whU every man that appeared below might 
have been picked off by the soldiers stationed on 
them ; and, if necessary^ the cannon in the great 
^niiare miffht have been directed against them, 
;?.thout aSy hazard oMnjuring tlie town, as the 
beach was adjommg. Fhe whole / 

French, civil and military, was not above two hun- 
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drcd ant] fifty, whilst tlieUritish had five hundred 
Lutopeans, besides sepoys. Colonel Saint John 
\yl)o arn^ ed during the negotiation^ objected in 
the strongest njanner, but without effect 
General Blnot a Impudence did not desert him 
when he became a prisoner. He demanded tabic 
money and forage, as well as hh usual pay; and 
when Colonel Saint John refused to comply de¬ 
clared the articles of capitulation were broken,” and 
objected to sign his parole. AV hen at length he 
consented, and the paper was sent to him, he 
altered it iii such a manner, as to permit him to 
seize the cartel in which he was to depart for the 
Isle of France. This was fortunately discovered, 
and he was obliged to sign a regular one. 'iTie civil 
servants who remained, are in general gentlemanly 
ppectable men; they arc chiefly Boyallsts, who 
had returned to France in consequence of tlie 
peace, Md whom ^fonaparte did not wish to con¬ 
tinue there. Nothing can be more liberal than the 
conduct of the Madras Government towards tliem, 
who at an annual expence of 30,000 pagodas, has 
granted tliem allowances equal to their nay. Vet 
some have been base enough tocariy onatreacber- 
mis correspondence with General de Caen at the 
whilst living upon this boiintj'. 

Colonel St, John discovered this; and liavintr 
communirated to the Madras Government the 
name of the vessel which was to sail with the dis¬ 
patches from the Danish settlement of Trantmebar 
intercepther, and get possession 
cf all the letters. By these it appeared that they 
rested their chief liopes on Travancore, the only 
part of tlie sea coast which did not belong to us. 
xiere th^^ expected to Ijc able to land a body of 
orces^v it bout opposition; and declared themselves 
confident that the Polygars would immediately 
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ioiii tliem. In both cases I think they ^rouhl 
iave been disappointeci j for the l^olygars are per¬ 
fectly reconcileel t® our govemnrent ; antl^ though 
Travancore is independent, yet t ie *j,g 

tached to «s by the closest friendship. He is the 
only trader in his dominions, pnrclusing every 
article of produce from hrs subjects and re_seUmg 
them to us at a considerable profit An Eng,Us|i 
Resident attends him constantly; and Lieutenant- 

Colonel Colin Macaulay, who at present acts in that 

capacity, has, by his prudent and coneihatrog^n- 
duct. drawn the ties still closer between us The 
chief spy was seized and sent to Madras, where h 

continues in confinement. 

The long period that Pondicherry has continued 
in our bauds, during which no trade has bpen car¬ 
ried on. has reduced the regular inhabitants to the 
greatest distress, and nothing but the huinamty 
of the British has prevented many of them from 
starving, by giving small allowances to the resp^t , 
able families, without aily party distinction The 
houses have been mortgaged and remortgaged, 
but they continue in the hands of the origin 
owners, aa there is no court of justice by which 
thev can be transfcned to the mortgagee, No re¬ 
pairs arc however done, and conacquently a con¬ 
tinuation for a few years, of the present war, will 
render the destruction of them complete, t'ondi- 
cherrv Ims no natural advantages as a commercial 
town; and has only been kept up by the 

capital of the Frencli m India. If restored to 
tliem at a peace, it might again rise into conse- 
auence, as it is evident they still intended to make 
it the seat of Govemment. I am informed tnw 
meant to leave it an open town, and to fortity 
Cocoa-nut Island, situated at a small distance in 
the river of Ariancopang, and from which, m the 
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year 1/60 the town was battered by iljc English, 
if tbis had been done, part of the old town must 
Jw\e been removed to form a proper es]>Ianade- 
I he manners of a, settlement, cut off from the 
parent countrjr, can never be ve^' polished; but 
poverty has been added at Pondicherry to prevent 
the proper education from being given to the 
rising g^eration. 'Die young men are more ig¬ 
norant Ulan could be expected; and the accom¬ 
plishments of the females are Umitetl to dancing 
well, and playing a few tunes on the pianu-forte, 
Tliemind is left nearly a blank: yet there is a 
sivacity of manner that is pleasing, and makes a 
person frequently overlook the insipidity of the 
pretty things that arc uttered. One merit the 
Irendi have heiy, as in Europe; the wonderful 
patience with which they bear adversity. No one 
jn the ball-room would suppose that the larirer 
proimrtion of the gay laughing beings, thatseenred 
, all liMpiness, had frequently not a meal to return 
to. Colonel St. John and his wife do e\’ery thing 
m their power to make them forget they are pi? 
soncrs, not only by frequent parlies, but by a thou- 

heart which come nearer to the 


^ was with feelings of the most unfeigned regret 
that, on my arrival in England, I learned that Colo¬ 
nel and Mrs, St. John, with their little ones, perish¬ 
ed on their voyage home, but how is not known. 
I knew them but a short time, yet that was suffi¬ 
cient to convince me that a more amiable, or a 
happier coimle could not exist. 

hy a quarter before eleven 
on leo. 4 , distant twenty-seven miles. The coun¬ 
try was more full of jungle, with less population, 
and fewer pandas. The Carnatic will not for 
*ges fccover the destructive ravages of Tippoo and 
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hIs allies the French. The sea was all the way 
visible th/ I i 

Allnmnarva, we crossed the river Pmear, at this 
^llrCt twenty fcet wide and two deep 
though the bed of it was at least half a rode 
broad. The mountains were a very fine w 

the left. Wc got down to 

mile from Sarlras, and at past si k reached 

Mrs. Isaac’s inn at that place. She is a % ery ciwi 
anil resoectahle old Dutch woman. 

Tlio town is now in decay ; 

a small fort, surrounded by a 'J? the sea 

fifteen feet high, on one side close to tlm sea. 

This was seizel by Lally at the siege of 
in violation of the Dutch neutrality, and formed 
Stoa depot of stores. It is now ^ 

ranee of houses faced the three land sides of the 
forf at a small distance, They,a;e rapidly decay¬ 
ing, and the inhabitants arc retiring to more flou- 

riladr and soon ciuitted the direct road 
to visit the celebrated ruins at Mahabahpnram 
which are geneniUy <^f ed the Seven 
for what reason it would be diihcult to say, as no 
^ch number «UU there, -l ire exeeyat,one nd 
carvings are ivell worthy the attention of tra- 
vellersfbut they have been so accurately described 
in the first and fifth volumes of the Asiatic 

Researches, that it « “{Jdrw 

sav anv thing about them. I found at .Madras 
tliat Nlr. Si^it taken several views; I have 

jriven an engraving from one of ihem. After 
fndulgm- myself for three hours in examining 
thlmfl Scpaiied. Twenty-eight miles from Ma-. 
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nSht whole (lay was cloudy, and towards 

Bight a rdmed* After Jt was dark, my boys 
forded a lake that was a mile wide and up to their 
middles m order to avoid going round about two 
miles. It was very unpleasant from wind and 

their tailing; however, I got side om, and by 
e ht arrijed at iMr. Petrie’s house. He was not 

?v ?r servants informed me that Lord 

M j ham Bentinck had provided a house for me 
and had sen atits waiting there, to which they im- 
mcdialely conducted me, 

T 1 notified niy arrival to 

Lord William Bentmek, the Governor of Madras 
and requested permission to pay my personal re* 
gleets to him. He appointed the“Government- 

I immediately went, and 
met \ifith a very polite reception. 

I was surprised that I had heard nothing from 
the ^awaub of tlie C'arjiatic, and asked the Go- 
vemor^ he had notified my arrival to his High- 

I "‘entioned the 

attention I had received at other courts, and ob- 
served to him, tliat not even an cnqujiy as is cus¬ 
tomary, had been made after my health, Uis reply 
amused me ; I bellei'e he little knows what Jie 
ought to do, and waits for instructions from us. 
He considers himself partly as a stranger licre ” 
Before we departed from the dinner to which 
the Governor had invited us, Lord William in. 
fomied me, that it was settled with the Nawaub 
1 should pay him a vHsll at twelve on the morrow: 

General 

bis ihglme^*^ opportunity of seeing 

9 Hie next day I went to tiie Government garden 
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house and at twelve with Lord William Betjtlack, 
and General Wemys, 1 set off in his Lordships 
coach, attended by tlie body-guard, whoare a very 
fine corps of men, and well mounted. When we - 
entered the gates of the gardens of Chepauk-pa- 
lace, we found the Nawauh’s troops drawn out, 
who presented arms, and a salute of nineteen 
guns was fired for the Governor. We passed se¬ 
veral buildings that had nothing to Tecommend 
them to notice. At the steps of the durbar we 
were met by the Nawaub, Captain Grant of the 
body-guard acted as interpreter, and for that pur¬ 
pose stood behind Lord William and the Iwawaob. 

A kind of general conversation t<Mk place, I 
praised the elegance of the room, in which we 
were seated; he replied, that he was indebted^to 
the English for that, and his other comforts, in¬ 
stead of being in prison. An eunuch brought m 
his second son, an infant in arms, whom he 
wished to show to us; but the little animal, not 
the least sensible of the Iionour, stjiialled so vio¬ 
lently, that they were obliged to take him arvay. 
He said that it was usual to present dresses on 
these occasions, and that he hoped we would do 
him the honour of accepting them, to which we 
bowed assent. They were not presented in trays 
at the durbar, but sent to our habitations. Wc 
then took our leave, and were conducted by the 
Nawaub to the steps, where he repeated all his 
compliments over again. 

The room he uses as a durbar is extremely hand¬ 
some, of large dimensions, and divided by pillars. 
It was never Hiiished, and was not even chuimncd, 
but only white-washed. Ills musnud and Ihrm- 
tnre were handsome, and the l^rince of Wales*s 
picture byHoppiier, adorned one side of the room. 
The builning was planned by a British officer, and 
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was intended to be two stories hlgli. As ids 
Highness is freed from the cares of government 
Lv the kindness of the India Company, and as be 
is"becoming very rich, lie may probably finish it; 
in which case, it will be the handsomest durbar I 
have seen in India, His Highness is very fnt and 
dark, with a stupid countenance, and has not the 
least appearance of a prince in his manners. His 
son has an expression of Itan^hti ness and fierceness 
in his countenance, that gives no favourable au¬ 
gury of Ills future character. The dresses of both 
were plain: the father had only his belt orna¬ 
mented with flat diamonds, to which no sword 
was suspended, and iris dagger elegantly set with 
small rubies and brilliants. On reaching home, I 
found that tlie presents from the Nawaub had ar¬ 
rived, consisting of a handsome gold dress, shawls, 
and a piece of kincaub. His Highness also sent 
me a profusion of fruit in trays, and a large diuner, 
which was distributed as usual among my native 
servants. 

My Kuropean servant was seized with a violent 
fever, and was obliged to take to his bed. Doctor 
Goldie had the goodness to attend him, but gave 
me no hopes of liis being able to move for some 
time. This delay was extremely unfortunate; the 
season was rapidly passing away wlicn it is easy 
to go up the Re'd Sea, yet I could not possibly 
think or leaving him behind me, after he had so 
faithfully followed me through all my travels; 
besides, I knew I should stand much in need of 
his services both there and in crossing the Desert. 
1 therefore resolved to wait patiently till he should 
recover; but to let Mr, Salt set ofl immediately, 
witii one set of bearers, to atage it through the 
hill}' country, and visit the celebrated fails of the 
Cauveri. S 
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T 1 that Lord WUliam Benfmck had 

prepare eve y | goodness to promise also, 

*° Scrmppatani, 

"'“XSSS S Sen 

with Wm wine and biscuit; rice. hm% and 
Ck hecoTd procure at every viUa^. I sent 
one ?f my peons to attend him to Senngapalai , 

of Mr. Goldm 

1 louna, ju» I unfiiruisried, 

Bentinck having o‘'%''“S'y ’™V" 

methat^tlie Nawaublad expressed Ins 

rarur^ A. na°~"irt“’Ugo. 

r«rtoV toynsr^iod i« M 

Smd“i^yi“g to®"* ootoplimont, after having 
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SO long neglected it, I was however obliged to 
submit. 

I went to Lord William Bentinck’s to receive 
the Nawauba visit He arrived in an English 
coach with four horses, and attended by his body 
guard. I understand that he is extremely fond of 
paying his vjsrts to the Governor, and or mixing 
aa much as possible with Europeans, Whether 
the assumption of the country was or was not jus¬ 
tifiable, it seems,^ at least, perfectly clear that it 
has not in the.slightest degree mortified his High¬ 
ness, who seems quite satisfied with reigning in 
his palace at Cbepauk, and receiving a revenue 
mucti larger than ever actually entered the colFers 
of his predecessors. Of the death of his cousin 
who waa deposed, 1 believe him to be perfectly 
innoc?ent, yet J cannot but wish, that, if it was 
found necessary to depose the young man, he had 
not been left under the controul of bis successor, 
which has certainly given rise to unfavourable 
suspicions, that it would be difficult to remove. 
Being perfectly convinced in my own mind, that 
there is not in India a Mussulmaun Prince who 
would not rejoice to throw off our yoke, and expel 
us altogether, I confess I sincerely rejoice that the 
power of injuring us has been taken away from 
one of them, at a moment when it is evident that 
our implacable enemy is looking with an anxious 
eye towards India, and exerting his abilities and 
power for our destruction in that quarter. 

In aupearance, Madras tliffers widely from Cal¬ 
cutta, having no European town, except a few 
houses, which are chiefly used as warehouses in 
the tort. The gentlemen of the settlement live 
entirely in their garden-Ironses, as they very pro¬ 
perly call them; for these are all surrounded ^ by 
gardens, so closely planted, that the neighbouring 
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Jiouse is rarely visible. Choultry-plain, once the 
scene of Tippoo's devastation, when at the head 
of a body of horse, he descended the Gants, and 
carried dismay to the walls of Fort Saint George, 
h now covered by these peaceful habitations, which 
have changed a barren sand into a beautiful scene of 
vegetation. I suspect, however, tliat the coniine* 
ment of the air has in some degree tended to dimi¬ 
nish the healthiness of the settlement. If has cer¬ 
tainly increased the labour of paying visits, for owing 
to the large extent of ground that is occupied by 
each house, the distance to be passed is frerjuently 
full three miles. 

The Government-house is also in the plain, 
being situated on the edge of the esplanade, and 
has the advantage of not being quite shut up, 
having a very pleasing view of the sea, and of 
Fort Saint George. Cnepauk-gardens, belonging 
to the Nawaub, unfortunately come rather too far 
forward, and intercept the sea-breeze. The house 
itself is large and iiandsomc : the floors, the walls 
and pillars are of the most beautiful chunam, of 
different colours, almost equal in splendour to 
marble itself. Lord Clive built a very large room' 
of handsome appearance at a small distance in 
front, which has a bad effect from the house, and, 
when used on public occasions, is iuconvenient, as 
being separated from it. The roads are a great 
ornament to the place, being broad, and shaded 
on each side by a noble avenue of trees, Tlie fort 
itself is handsome, strong, and not too large; it is 
of more use tlian Fort William, which, from the 
difllculty of the navigation of the Hoogly, can 
never lie attacked from tlie sea, whilst" Madras 
would, without it, be liable to the insults of any 
small squadron that might escape the vigilance of 
our cruizers, 
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It would probably have been difficult to find a 
worac place tor a capital, than that chosen for Ma¬ 
dras, on the extreme point of a coast, where the 
current is most rapid, and where a tremendous 
surf breaks, even in the finest weather. Yet, how¬ 
ever inconvenient it may be, particularly now 
that the whole peninsula belongs to us, the 
expence of removal would be so great, that no al¬ 
teration will probably^ take place.^ It has 
asserted that a pier might be carried out suffici¬ 
ently strong to resist the force of the north-east 
monsoon; and a person was sent by the 
Company to examine into the state of the beach, 
and make a report. He considered it as praebca- 
ble: but that the expence would probably he very 
great. ITie Directors offered to take only a few 
shares, and it was not the interest of ]jrivatc indi¬ 
viduals to hazard large sums on an uncertain spe¬ 
culation. Nothing therefore has been done, and 
the capital of the Carnatic still remains without a 
secure anchorage for her trading vessels. 
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lyepuriurt from MadrOA^^ Conjmrorn.'^Vtllore .— Ttppoo'M 
Family. — MatMcr^ in 1S06^^ Santgkur.^Tlu Gauts^^ 
Cotar.— Bangaforr. — S^ingapotom, ^ Tippoo't Fatacei.— 

Hydrr'r andlXppoCfM Ckaracier$^—Tqrpodt eotntry kouic^. _ 

^ait to thi EajaA of Mysorr at J^Iyim.^Admiai^ratwti of 
Parma,— Fortifitations oj Sertngapatam.^ManuJacim of 
Gun-Carrragn*^Alr^ SatfM Journalu—A'rw om* th^ 

Cauveri.—Dcparlare from Seriugopatam^—of tkc 
Gffuto. — Mangalore, — Pre^rni State of Cantira. 

CONJEVERAM. 

I QUITTED Madras, Feb. 33, at ten at night, 
and settled myself in my palanquin. Tlie first 
set of bearers was excellent, and carried me 
twenty-six miles iti five hours, during which time 
1 had not been once interrupted by tiie usual de¬ 
mand of my passport: the second set was indif¬ 
ferent, so that I did not reach Conjeveram till nine 
on the 34th. 

The co:untry after I awoke was flat and sandy, 
with frequent jungle, till I approaciied the town’ 
where the paddy fields w'ere cultivating. 1 vi'as 
met at the entrance by the peons of the Collector 
and conducted to a house of bis where lie occa- 
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sionally resides, and wliere he had sent scrranb 
to wait my arrival, and procure forme every thing 
I miffht want. Here 1 staid some hours, during 
which time 1 received a visit from the AumlL In 
defiance of a very pleasant breeze, the thermo¬ 
meter stood in tlie room at 89*. 

The pagodas liere are large, and of the same 
shape as at Tanjore; the tanks are lined witli 
stone, and in good repair; the streets are wide, 
and cross each other at right angles, with a ran^ 
of cocoa-nut trees on each side, and the whole 
town has the appearance of prosperity. I was 
much struck with the chariots employed m car^ 
rving the chief deity of the place, on bis annual 
^1siUlion, to another pagoda* they were much 
larger than any I had seen, and though dispropor- 
tioned, must be handsome when decorated with 
coloured ornaments, as drawn by Mr. Salt. At 
one I again set off. In passiiag the great pagoda, 
dedicated to Is warn, the priests, and muuerous 
dancing-girls were drawn out to pay thew com¬ 
pliments. The latter were verj^ numerous, and 
some of them pretty. The heat of the sun 
extremely oppressive, the thermometer being at 96”i 
we were therefore able to go but slowly- * dlages 
are thinly scattered, tire jungle is more frauent, 
and the soil a dry gravelly sand, which being 
raised by the wind, nearly suflocated me. Ihe 
choultries erected by pious natives to give shade, 
and often subsistence, to travellers, are hequen^ 
but felling into decay. Their greatest enemy is 
tlie Banian tree:* the seed b carried by birds to 
the topf and in the rainy season it finds nourish¬ 
ment between the large stones, where it gradually 
takes root, separating Uiein, as it increases in 
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thickness, till at lengtli the building becomes a 
heap of ruins. 

Around most of the villages arc the remains of 
a hetlge, with a rampart, and stone bastions at the 
gateway and angles. These were erected to pro¬ 
tect the inhabitant.? from the incursions of Tippoo's 
predatory horse, who devastated the Carnatic, and 
carried oft' the inhabitants. He even injured the 
noble, tank at Cauverypauk, which is said to be 
the largest in the Carnatic. It is however now 
repaired, and again fertilises a large tract of coun¬ 
try. As I passed it, I observed the ruins of a 
fort; but nothing appeared In the tO\<''n to tempt 
me to visit it. At half after six I readied Walla- 
japettah, where I changed bearers. The night 
was cool and refreshing. About twelve i awoke, 
and found myself coasting along the chain of hills 
that command Vellore; the roarl winded among 
vast masses of rock, and groves of the wild date,* 
and the palmira,'!' with liere and there a small pas¬ 
ture. 

The moon shone bright, and rendered the scene 
most beautiful, from the strong effect of the light 
and shade on the mountains. At two 1 reached 
the outer works of the pettah of V^eUore, wliich 
here descend from the lofty fldge, and wind along 
the valley. AVithin all was barren and rocky, i 

E assed the town, and reached the gate of the fort; 

ut the centinel refused to admit me. I was 
obliged to write a note with a pencil, by the light 
of Ine moon, to Colonel Campbell the Commandant, 
which with some difficulty I persuaded an Euro¬ 
pean Serjeant to carry in. After the delay of an 
liogr 1 was admitted. 

After breakfast next day 1 took a walk with 
Major Marriot, who lias had the care of Tippoo's 
* Elalc f Borosaos flab&Uifcrinis. 
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family since their arrival here, to see a pataee or 
pagoda, now converted into a magazine. It forms 
one side of the public square, in which are also 
the palaces of the Princes, the Ciomniandant’s 
bouse, and the houses of the chief inhabitants. In 
the front is a lofty gateway of the uanal inelegant, 
but imposing architecture. On each side are sta¬ 
tues of a kind of blue stone, with four arms, 
which were found under ground in the interior of 
the building, and have been placed here I»y the 
British. iVfter passing the gateway on the left, is 
a very noble apartment, supportefl by pillars, sin¬ 
gularly but beautifiilly carved, Nothing but the 
patient labour of a Hindoo could have finished so 
minute a work. Each pillar is of a single stone ; 
those in front are conrposed partly of figures on 
horseback, carved with considerable spirit; the 
others are on every side divided into square com¬ 
partments, many containing the different adven¬ 
tures of Crishna with the Gopi’s; anti the very 
remarkable mythological tradition of his treading 
on the serpent’s head: on others are the many 
fantastic figures to which the Hindoo religion has 
given birth. MajoriMarriotverykitidlypresented 
me with drawings of several of the pillars, which 
it was difficult at that time to examine, from the 
quantity of stones tliat were piled w'ithin. He 
also enquired for me from the descendants of the 
buiUlers, what tradition they have concerning the 
founder; but all 1 could learn was, that it was 
built by a Naig of the place, about four hundred 
years ago. The musnud was placed in the back 
part of the building; It was about twelve feet 
square, and rested on the back of a prodigious 
tortoise. 

Opposite to this apartment, which was probably 
the durbar of the Prince, is another, similar in 
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siise, Ijiit of a difFereiit architecture, and more 
jilaiu. Facing the great gateway arc several small 

E agodas of the Taujore architecture, surrounded 
y a wall. These seem much more ancient thar 
the others. As I returnetl, I observed severa 
figures of Rama and his monkey generals on the 
inside of the gateway. A figure also was pointed 
out to me, which was said to he that of the 
founder. Nothing could be more natural than 
that he should wish to immortalize himself as the 
framer of so beautiful a building. The delicacy of 
the workmanship certainly surpasses any thing 1 
have seen. 

The fort of ^^ellore has been chosen for the pri¬ 
son of Tippoo’s family, from its being one of the 
strongest places in India* The walls are built of 
very large stones, anfl have bastions and round 
towers at short distances, A fiiusse-hray lines the 
wall between them, and with its embattled rampart, 
and small overhanging sfjusire towers, produces 
a very handsome effect. A deep and wide ditch, 
chiefly cut out of the solid rock, surrounds the 
whole fort, except at one entrance, where there 
was a causeway, according to the Indian system. 
They are now removing this, and constructing the 
more certain defence of a drawbridge in its stead* 
In addition to the usual defence, the ditch is filled 
wuth alligators of a ^'ery large size. M'itli these, a 
segcanl of the Scotch brigade engagcfl in battle 
for a small wager. He entered the water, and was 
several times drawn under by the ferocious ani¬ 
mals. He, however, escaped at last, with several 
severe wounds. A glacis has been formed where 
the ditch is narrow. The whole reminded me 
very much of the architecture of the antient Eng¬ 
lish baronial castles. 

Tlie fort of Vellore is so completely commanded 
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from the Kills, tlvat a sik pounder can from any of 
them throw a shot over it. On the three loftiest 
summits are three forts: one only has ’ivater, and 
is ton large; if it occupied only the summit, it 
might be easily rendered impregnable; and till it 
is taken, no attack can be made on the forts be¬ 
low. Hyder was aware of tills, and when he be¬ 
sieged Vellore, he, by great exertions, got some 
pieces of cannon up to a fourth point, from which 
he made a breach in the small fort, and intended 
to have stormed it in the night; hut was prevent¬ 
ed by a drummer deserting, and giving him notice 
that just within the breach was a deep pit, into 
wliich his whole party would otlierwise have fallen 
and perished. He was, liowever, obliged to com¬ 
mence a new attack, and before he could succeeil, 
Sir Eyre Coote relieved the place. The conquest 
of Kfysore has rendered Vellore of little import¬ 
ance, so that, had it not been for the accommoda¬ 
tion of Tip poo’s tamil}'', it would most probably 
have been permitted to go to decay. 

Tlje hills render Vellore extremely sultry. The 
thermometer was S6* in the shade; yet on return¬ 
ing from my walk, I found the British officers 
playing at cricket in the great square. No wonder 
that the liver is so frequently affected! T should 
have been happy to have seen Tippoo’s sons, but 
niy wish to arrive as soon as possible at Mangalore, 
made me liasten my departure. I sent mj compli- 
meiits, and expressed my regret that I could not 
have the pleasure of paying them a visiU From 
Afajor Marriot I received every information re¬ 
specting them that 1 wished to obtain. Tlicy oc¬ 
cupy the ancient palace, to which very large addi¬ 
tions were made previously to their arriv al. I'lie 
public apartments are liatidsome, and common to 
all of them; but within, each has his own. They 
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are treated with great attention, and have every 
mdul'*cuce that is consistent with the safe custody 
of their persons. At present they are totally de¬ 
prived of the liberty of quitting the fort, and even 
at each door of tlie palace people are placed to 
watch them. These strict precautions have only 
been used since the attempt to liberate them. 

There are, in all, twelve sons and eight daughter 
ofTippoo’s, Futty Hyder, the eldest, but illegiti¬ 
mate son, has twelve or fourteen children. He, as 
well as ills three next brothers, have 50,000 rupees 
each per annum; a much larger sum than he really 
received during hU father’s life time, though lie 
was nominally in possession of a larger jaghire. 
Yet probably he has lost more Ilian any by the de¬ 
posing of his family; for though Tippoo certainly 
did not intend him to succeed to the niuSDud, yet, 
as he was the only one known to the troops, and 
was by no means unpopular, it seems likely that he 
would have seized the succession. 

Fntty Hyder conducts hlnisclt with the,utmost 
propriety, as indeed do all of them, except SuUan 
WiK-ud-Dcen, the eldest legitimate son, who gives 
Major ilarrlot a great deal of trouble by his mis¬ 
conduct. He spends all the money he can procure 
in buying dancing-girls, runs in debt, and even 
lately'murdered a temale who had been employed 
in the harem as a sert'ant. All the sons, except 
the four eldest, have only £5,000 rupees per an¬ 
num, which they receive on their being fourteen 
years old. The females are nearly eight hundred 
ill number, including several of Hydec’s. Those 
oKank have each a separate room, and a small al- 
loivancc of pockebmoney; but the whole harem is 
supplied with provisions, as in the time of Tippoo. 

Ill order that they might be able to converse 
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with Major Marriot, who hud the wliole arrange^ 
nient of their alfairs, wit hout a l^reaelj oP Aiussul- 
roauii propriety, they adopted him into the family, 
and, consequently, call liim brother. 11c assures 
me thjit they are happy and satisfied. Indeed they 
have most certainly siitfered no loss, as their tot is 
much better tlian it would have been under iiuy 
successor of Tip poo s. 'I’hcy come from different 
parts of the world, and each fumislies her apart- 
ment according to the iashion of her own countiy. 
Major Mairiot has therefore the singular know¬ 
ledge of the manners of the harem of Persia, of 
Delhi, and of many other Mussulmaun kingdoms. 
The allowauces made by Tipjioo Sultaun to Jits fa¬ 
mily, and that of Jlytler, including the wliole ex- 
pciices of their maintenance, were little more than 
a lac of pagodas, yet the llrilisli Itave hbcralJy ap¬ 
propriated two lacs for the pse of the [irisoners, 
which is found to be more than sufficient j thougli if 
all the sons should increase thei r families like I\iUy 
Hyder, itwillbcflillicult to say, what will be requi¬ 
site. 1 pity most the young females, many of whom 
were betrothed before the death of their father, but 
ha^‘e continued at Vellore, in preference to com¬ 
pleting a connection with individuals whom the 
fate of war has reduced to poverty and insignifi¬ 
cance. It may be dangerous to cx tend the alliance 
of a family, which has been always looked up to as 
the head of the Mussulmaun religiou in tlie East. 

In a smalt habitation near the palace resides a 
brother of Tippoo, who is deranged. Major Mar- 
riot had much trouble in removing him from Se- 
ringapalam. He intoxicated himself with bang, 
amt sallied forth at the head of his women, declar¬ 
ing that he would not go. His pwr wonien fell at 
the feet of the Major, conjuring him not to put their 
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master to dcatli. At length he was forced into a 
palanquin by two stout eunuchs^ and care was 
taken tlmt he should have no more bang. 

1 doubled whedicr it would not at first have 
been more advisable to remove the whole of the 
Ifyder family to Caleiitta, where they were un¬ 
known, and wlieie the citadel would easily have 
lodged them : for, independently of at\y danger of 
these young tiger:! becoming agatn niiscbievoiiSj 
tbeir being at t^ellore had at least the inconveni¬ 
ence of kee})ing 3,(lOU men idle, wlio might other¬ 
wise have been usefully employed. It is thought 
advisable to have a part of the garrison Europeans, 
which renders the evil still greater. 

Th e fiita I e vents which have si nee occu rred, p rove 
the danger was greater than I then sup]>osed; and 
the prudent consequence has l)een the removal of 
the males of Tippoo's family to Calcutta. I trust 
that the dreadful massacre, which took place on 
the 10th of July, ItSOfi, has awakened the Gover¬ 
nors of India to a due seuse of the dangers that 
surround them, from the determined Irostilily of all 
the Mussulmaun princes of that country. There 
can be no doubt that Tippoo’s sons, particularly 
Mqiz-ud-Deen, were deeply implicated in the con¬ 
spiracy ; and it appears equally certain that the 
promptitude of Colonel Gillespie alone saved us 
from a religious war throughout the Carnatic. 

It must not be forgotten, that a similar attempt 
was made in Bengal by Vizier Ali. Though the 
danger was at that time obviated, yet tliiC seeds of 
hostilitv still remain, and can be removed only by 
the vigdance of Govemment, ami a scrupulous at¬ 
tention to the prejudices of the Hindoos, who form 
a vast majority of tJic population of the country. 
The enmity and attempts of Tippoo’s family must 
have proved completely unavailing, had we not ab- 
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surdly furuislied them with arguments to mislead 
the minds of the sepoys, by persisting- In a measure, 
which had created such general discontent. No¬ 
thing indeed could l>e more unfounded than the 
insinuations, that there was any intention of oblig¬ 
ing the sepoys to become Christians; it is even 
probable that the turban itself) which was proposed 
to he generally introduced among our native 
troops, was in reality not contrary to their reli¬ 
gious customs; nevertheless, when it was disco¬ 
vered that the objects of Government had been 
misrepresented, and that this very turban had been 
stated, anti generally believed, to be only a prepa¬ 
ratory step to more serious innovations, it is almost 
incredible that the Governor of Matlrasshoulfl, f()r 
a moment, have delay-ed to recall the order. Gene¬ 
ral Craddock seems to have felt tlie danger; and 
had it not been for an unfortunate confidence in 
officers, whose long period of service, and greater 
experience, he naturally concluded must have given 
tliem a fuller knowledge of the native character, 
he would probably have prevented all discontent, 
by leaving the dress of the sepoys as he foimtl it. 

It would have appeared strange in any former 
time, that allthesehazards should have been bravetl 
for a circumstance of no importance whatsoever; 
the alteration in the form of a turban, whicli was 
neither to protect the wearer from injury, nor even 
inconvenience, but was merely to make him look 
better on parade. 

I cannot quit this subject without observing, 
that if any alteration in the dress of the sepoy is 
necessary, I am convinced that it may be easily 
carried into effect by an application to the Brah¬ 
mins, on whose reconimeudation it would be 
adopted by all t!ie Hindoos, not only without a 
murmur, but even with satisfaction. 


SATJTGHUIl. 


349 


The tliermomcter in the evening was fig" in the 
shade. Tlic season is so far advanced, that the 
night is the only time in which travelling is sup¬ 
portable; I therefore determined to take advan¬ 
tage of it to rcacli the Gants, hoping that when on 
the table land, the heat would not be so great. 
Tbe gentlemen of tire fort continued their kind at¬ 
tentions to the last, and lent me flifoen palanquin 
boys, as being better than any I could hire. At 
nine I set ot^ and travelled most comfortably all 
night. 

At a quarter before siic I awoke, and found my¬ 
self at Sautghur, distant thirty miles from Vellore. 
The situation is picturesque, being surrounded with 
rocks, covered in part by brushwood. As the next 
stage up the Gant was a laborious one, I bad sent 
on bearers from Madras, at an expence of one hun¬ 
dred and twenty rupees for thirty miles, the most 
expensive stage that I had yet travelled in India. 
Tliey were ready, but the cooleys could not be 
found to carr\' die baggage; I was therefore 
obliged to wait. 1 amused myself in tlie mean time 
by visiting tbe Nawaub of the Carnatic's garden, 
which is considered as the best in the country, and 
the possession of which he resen’ed in bis last 
treaty with the Company. Like all gtlier Eastern 
gardens, it has no beauty. Tbe t/ees are planted 
regularly, and water is conducted in small channels 
to the root of each. I afterwards wandered about 
and collected several species of seed. The Agave 
amerlcana grows here, and in most other places 
that 1 have passed. Tt is in such profusion, that it 
is hardly possible to suppose it could have been in¬ 
troduced from America. At a quarter after leu my 
Cooleys arrived; the therntoiueter, which was but 
79* in the roonjiiig, was now 89* in the shade. 
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llns exposed me not only to the heat, but also to 
ransiderable delay, as the boys could uot get on so 
fast with the great* weight of nij palaotjuin. After 
proceeding across a plain, where I was nearly suf- 
tbcated by the dust, and ascending a slight hill, I 
came in sight of the Gaut itself, winding up the 
moinitait]. W e rested a little at a niostjue near the 
dry/ bed of a riper, and then began to ascend. The 
first part of the ascent was so steep, that I was as¬ 
tonished six men were able to carry me up in the 
heat of the mid-day sun, 'I his pass has been 
Widened and levelled since ifysorc was conquered 
by tlie JJritish. Artillery can now ascend it with 
little difficulty, which was far from the case wlien 
Lord Cornwallis made his first and unsuccessful at¬ 
tack on Senugapatam. The tranquillity of ^fy- 
sore, and the Carnatic, by the final abolition of the 
MussuJmaun dynasty of Hyder, has rendered the 
easy communication between the two countries an 
object of great importance, by the facility it gives 
to trade. In this light only the improvenient of 
the road is beneficial, as we shall probably never 
again have to convey artillery up. The hills were 
covered with large stones, among which grow 
many siitall trees and shrubs, with here and there 
a tamarind and banian tree, of great age and size. 
The ascent soon became more gradual, wiili occa¬ 
sional lyasmalldescent. At one o'clock I stopped for 
a short time in a choultry. After another ascent I 
reached, by half past two, a wretched village called 
Naikeneray, where my bearers wished to stop, but 
as Baitamungalum was the place to which they had 
been hired, and where the Kajah of Mysore had 
stationed the first set of his bearers, I was obliged 
to insist on their going on, though 1 really pitied 
them, after having exerted themselves for four 
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hours in the heat of the day, At a quarter past 
tliree, however, I fomid tliem so tired, tliat it was 
impossible to advance, I tiierefore rested and dined. 

The scenery had completely chaQ]|ed; instead 
of the plain, which £ had passed over from Madras, 
the whole country was undulated, with a few lofty 
desolate peaks before me. It appeared to be ex¬ 
tremely barreti, and I was disappoipted at not see¬ 
ing the extensive forests which I had expected. 
The thermometer was 91*. Four-of my bearers 
were so cxiiausted that I was obliged to leave them 
behind; but with onl}' eight I contrived to rcacli 
Veucatagherry^, where I was met by a hircarrah of 
the Rajah's, whom I immediately sent back to 
bring the boys from Raitaniutigalum. About three 
in tlie morning they arrived, with a very respect- 
ble well dressed native officer, -Vrabomnied issack, 
Foojadar of Colar, who with the .lumildar of the 
district paid his compliments, an<l the latter pre¬ 
sented a nazur of fruiL and flowers. The flowers 
consisted of several strings of the blossom of the 
Nyctarithes sambac, the thread being drawn 
throiigh the tube. He put several of these round 
my neck, others smaller round my arms, and also 
presented a nosegay of the same. The scent was 
too powerful to allow them to continue long in the 
palanquin. JMy ignorance of the language ren¬ 
dered much conversation impracticable; 1 however 
contrived to express my wish to proceed. 

Tlie night was cool and pleasant; before sunrise 
the thermometer was only 69 *. At day-light I 
found my self attended by TVJahommed Issack and 
the Aumildar on horse-back, with a few sepoys, 
and a body of armed peons. As I approached each 
village, two most harsh trumpets were sounde<l by 
men who ran before me. The inhabitants imme¬ 
diately came out, and the chief man, without stop- 
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ping the paknquin, presented his nazur of fruit, 
whilst the rest made their salaams, and generally 
ran after me for a little time to gratify their curi- 
ositv. At a short distance from Cailamungaluni 
the Culwal was waiting for me, and a guard of se¬ 
poys, who attended me into the town, which is 
suwounded by a mud wall. The houses are many 
of them new, ^nd an appearance of prosperity 
gpeaks in favour of the present government. 
Every village that I passed had something like a 
wall or a fort to defend it; a strong proof that, 
under the Mussulmaun dynasty, property in a 
very unprotected state. The country was in ge¬ 
neral well cultivated. 

The Aumildar supplied me pSentifuliy with eggs 
and milk, ftir which he refused any payment, hav¬ 
ing orders from Purneah, the Dewan of Mysore, 
to provide me with evety thing I wanted. It was 
the same also with respect to my bearers, the Foo- 
jadar not permitting me to pay them or to give them 
any thing, saying that Purneah would never forgive 
him if he did ; and he watched me so closely, that 
I sehlom was able to do it without his know- 
Icdg^- 

At eight I set off with my usual escort. Tlie 
country was flat and the road indiffercot. At 
short distances poles were stuck into the ground 
on each side; between them a string was stretched, 
on which were suspended small branches of the 
mango tree. This was probably intended as a 
compliment; hut it also served to mark tlie road* 
The Mysore bearers were by no means equal to 
those I sent on from Madras; a great many were 
under the palanquin at once, and soon exhausted 
themselves. 

By eleven o’clock I reached Oolcundapetta, 
where I found-fresh bearers. Here 1 rested under 
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a &6ble Eauian treCj aud mucti enjoyed the cool 
water from some excellent cocoa-nuts wlilch had 
been presented. In this place is a singular mass 
of rocks heaped on one another in a most fantastic 
manner. On one of the largest was a pago^ and 
some habitations. Walls have been carried from 
one to the other so as to form a defence, and tlie 
whole is surrounded by a hedge and jungle. A 
few cocoa-nut trees were cultivated in the garden, 
but none are to be seen elsewhere. By twelve the 
therraomcter was at flO*, and we were obliged to 
stop. The chief officer of each village that I 
passed presented me witli fruit and sugar. The 
crowds of followers that attemled them were very 
great; and unless from having notice of my arrival, 
and seeing tlie preparations made for ray reception, 
they had been induced by curiosity to assemble 
from the neighbouring villages, the population 
must be much greater than in any pari of Coro* 
^andel. 

At one I set off and at two came in sight of 
Colar, distant about a coss. Here I was met by the 
usual officers, and a crowd greater than any 1 had 
yet seen. Tliey attended me into the town, and 
deposited me in a garden belonging to the young 
Rajah, It was shady, and pleasant. Tlie Fooja- 
dar bein^ now in his capital, sent me an excellent 
dinner ot fowls, and a pi Haw. In the garden were 
cabbages, artichokes, cucumbers, and grapes, be¬ 
sides tlie usual ffults. Cular is now strong as a 
mud fort; it has two very lofty walls, and in the 
town a cavalier of stone that rises high above them. 
At the gates are additional works. The houses 
within are not numerous. 

At five I departed, attended still by my friend 
the Fcwjadar, and the Aumil of the district, It 
was with difficulty that my usual guard of twenty 
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sepoys made way for me through the crowds m 
the pettah, wlitch joins the fort, and is neat and 
populous. At the end of it 1 passed the tomb 
of llydcr’s father, and the mausoleum where 
Hyder himself lay, till Ilia son removed him to the 
lAilbaug near Scringapataro. The domes are 
handsome, surrounded by trees, and backed by a 
lofty and craggj' hill, which altogether form a 
beautiful view. This was the birth place of Hyder, 
whose rapid elevation and umpestionable talents 
have led to an entjuiry into the origin and the 
former state of his family. Jt appears nearly cer¬ 
tain that they were originally from Arabia, and 
probably of high descent, for the first who reached 
India about the year IfifiO, was on his arrival ap¬ 
pointed hi ou1 ah of the mosque at Viziapore, and on 
his'removal to Culburga, was allowed to unite him* 
•self by marriage with a celebrated fatjuifs family, 
which takes its name frorn that place. It was a 
junior branch of the family, which afterwards, on 
some disconterit, remoi'ed from Culburga to Sera, 
and entered into the service of its Soubadar. On 
the conquest of the Mahrattas the Soubadar was 
rcmoveil to Colar, which ourgunnah was given 
him a.sa maintenance. In nis seiwice, Futty iVaig, 
the father of Hyder, rose to considerble conse¬ 
quence, and was at lengtli employed by the llajah 
of Scringapatam, in whose service he died, and 
was succeedcfl in all his commands by his son 
Hyder Alii, with whose history the English reader' 
Is now well acquainted. The British Oovenimerit 
have liberally continued the allowance he made to 
the college of AJussulmaun priests to pray for 
the repose of his father's soul. They were stand¬ 
ing at the gate to pay their com pi linen Is. 

The road had lately been repaired, and was still 
marked by the strings of mango branches. W* 
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winded among the hills, but ascended none. TJ« 
country is wild, and apparently not fertile. 

At seven I received the compliments of the 
Aumil of Kursapore, who met me with fresh 
bearers, and the usual presents. I l^ere saw neither 
toivn nor village. Al'heti the night set in, the 
number of torches was suflicient to dispel darkness 
for a considemble distance. At one I was awaken¬ 
ed by my boys to receive the profusion of fruit 
brought me by the Aumil of Ouscotta, which they 
well knew would be theirs.. He was attended by 
a great number of nautdi-girts, and a most noisy 
and discordant band of trumpets and other instru¬ 
ments, which I had some difficulty in silencing. 
By some good fortune I passed Kistnarajahporc 
without being disturbed. 

At six the celebrated town of Bangalore was in 
view. The country was more naked tlian any 
I had yet seen. The pettah througli which X 
passed is lar^e and even yet very populous, though 
It suffered, of course, severely during the irhiptions 
of ^rd Cornwallis. The fort had been destroyed 
by Tjppoo after the British retired, as he found 
they took it w'itli facility, yet could keep it against 
any power of bis. Purneah is putting it into repair, 
and even making it stronger tlian it ever was. 
The glacis is a fine one. 1 was met here by a 
brother-in-law of the Uewan's, who is Aumil of 
tlie distrJcL Hearing from his servant that Major 
I^ambton was encamped without the town, 1 pre¬ 
ferred paying him a visit to going into it. A dis¬ 
pute having arisen between jifajor ^mbton’a 
followers and some of the towns-penpie,‘ 1 amused 
myself with attending to the debate. 

Major Lamblon has been fur some time em- 
pl 03 'cd in pleasuring six degrees to iJie nordi 
of the line within the tropic, to compare 
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degrees there with the rlegrees to the south, as 
measured bv tlie Spanish and French in South 
America. He is extending his labours across tlie 
peninsula, wbidi vrilJ add much to our geographi¬ 
cal knowledge. He informs me that he found 
n^any places la the Carnatic more inaccurately laid 
down than in the interior of Mysore. In placing 
Afcot there was an error of nine miles. He also 
confirmed an observation that I had made, that 
witiiin the territories of the Company, the natives 
are much more uncivil than in any otlier part of 
India. This isowing, I would hope, to the inde¬ 
pendence they feel from the equal protection of 
Uritlsh law; if so, no one can regret the trifling 
inconveniences they may suffer in consequence. 
Air. Heyne, the Surgeon at this station, waited upon 
me. I found that he had expected me, and pro- 
vifled for my accommodations in the palace of 
Hyder witliin the town, where there are very 
handsome gardens in the Asiatic style. He pre¬ 
sented me with the seeds of several plants, and 
rirawiugs of them, possessing great meri^ by a 
native. His knowledge of botany, and his indefa¬ 
tigable exertions, will render the collection be is 
forming of the plants of the tabledand of My^re, 
valuabi e an d i n teresti n g. 1 was much graltfi cd by 

a plate of strawberries from the Sultau.n s garden. 
It is probable that every European vegetable, and 
most of the fruits, might 1>e cultivated here in per¬ 
fect ion, 'fheclimate was now extreraely pl«isaiit, 
an<l I understand, even in summer, that it is not 
liable to the hot winds which bum up every thing 
in the Carnatic. It is also very healthy. 

After an earl)’ dinner I departed by three o’clock. 
My old friend the FoojadaT had left: me; 

Aumil I saw nothing; and had only a bircarrah of 
Purneaha to attend me. I passed through a coun- 


TOOPERK ERA. 


saj 

try little cultivated, with much jungle, to Kingeri, 
which has a small mud fort in good repair, and a 
pettah apparently well fihed with inhabitants. 1 
was again on my way by six. The country was 
more wild, and the road more uneven. Tigers are 
said to be here in great abundance, but our iwi- 
merous lights secured us from any attack. By 
twelve 1 reached Ramageri, and received the usual 
presents almost without awaking. 

At six in the morning I found myself attended 
by the Aumildar, who, on my Ci|>ening my palan¬ 
quin, presented me with the greatest quantity of 
fruit I bad yet received; the jacks and water¬ 
melons were remarkably fine. Before 1 could dis- 

r ise of it, tlie Cutwal of Muddoor, to whicb place 
was approaching, made his salaams and preseuts, 
so that my palanquin was quite kiaded; I there¬ 
fore began to toss the fruit among the crow'd that 
attended; for wliich breach of etiquette, and want 
of proper dignity, 1 was soon punishcfi by Liie 
clouds of dust they raised in the scramble. By 
ten 1 reach erl Muddien; by tweUe the tiiermome- 
ter was 91 " in the palantjuin- l^ly guard soon 
tired, and was left behind ; we kept on however till 
half after oue, when 1 reached a single house at 
Tooperketa. 

Tne country from that place was extremely 
rocky, but in many jiarts cultivated, 1 saw seve. 
ral tanks, which I karnt were the works of former 
Rajahs, and not of the Mussulmauu dynasty. 
Tippoo destroyed many, but built none. After a 
small ascent, the ]dain of Mysore broke on my 
view, with Seringapatain in its centre. The view 
of the capital disapjioitiled me much ; the only 
conspicuous objects are the minarets of the mosque, 
which are neiliier lofty nor elegant, and a cavalier 
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of several storlesj on which the EritUh colourf 
were flying. At a village two miles from the town 
I was met by^ Major Symons, who delivered me a 
letter, informing me that Colonel De Meuron, who 
commanded in Seringapatam, had prepared the 
pa I ace of Ti ppoo for my reception. Biiclier o w, the 
deputy of Pumeah in the Patana district, also met 
ine with a very large escort, and accompanied me 
into the town. 1 was received by tlie different 
guards with presented arms; anti on reaching the 
main guard, which is in the palace, found Colonel 
I3e Meuron, and all the officers of his regiment, 
waiting to receive me. After paying their compli¬ 
ments they attended me to the apartments of the 
late haughty tyrant of ilysore. 

The Lolmahal, or private residence of Tippoo, 
consists but of one square, three sides of which 
are divided into two stories, with a verandah of 
unpainted wood in front: behind were many small 
rooms, used by him as warehouses, but now painted 
and fitted up for the Hesideut- the fourth side 
consisted of a single room the height of the whole 
building. It was the durbar of the tyrant, in 
which be sat and wrote, or received his ministers. 
It is a very handsome room, about ^seventy feet 
wide in front, and forty deep. The walls are 
painted retl with a gilt trelUs-work running over if, 
formed by the tiger’s scratch, the favourite orna¬ 
ment of Tippoo, Sentences from the Koran in 
letters of gold on a re<l ground, each about a foot 
high, run round the room as a cornice. Three 
TOWS of pillars sustain the roof, which is painted 
like the sides of the room. E:icli pitbi- is of a 
single piece of wood painted red, and higliJy var¬ 
nished. The shape is fantastic, bnigitig much 
towards the bottom, but again narrowing till they 
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join a baseuf black marble. Dehinil the tbrbar is 
a small roon( where the tyraat slept, when fear or. 
anger would permit hlnii. There are only tivo 
windows, both grated w'itli iron, and tlie door is 
strongly secured. The only entrances into tlie 
I/jlmalial are through the harem tliata{ijoiDed,aiid 
through a narrow winding passage, where his fears 
had chained some tigers as an additional defence. 
\Vlien in the.vicipity of Seringapatain he never 
slept at any of his country palaces, but constantly 
relumed to this more secure fortress. Tippoo 
seems to have been deservetlly punished for his 
tyranny, by the fears that ever attend it. He knew 
that his oppression had alienated the adectioos of 
a large proportion of his subjects, whose prejudices 
his bigotry had driven hiin to violate in the most 
cruel mauner, not only by destroying tbdr tem¬ 
ples, and depriving the Brahmins of their revenues,, 
but by violating their daughters, and fhrdug them 
to conform to his religion. We nec^l not therefore 
woniler if he felt that every precaution was neces¬ 
sary for his personal safety. 

I cannot help eapressiiig my astonisUnieiit that 
any one should have been found to approve the 
conduct, and praise tlie character of Tippoo; yet 
in the public meetings of the India Compapy it has 
been asserted that he was not a tyrant. If he was 
not, I confess myself incapable of conceiving any 
character to which liiat title can be aHixed. The 
internal government of Ins country, was most op¬ 
pressive, for he placed uulimUed confidence in a 
set of Aumils, who had no other iccommendation 
than that they were *\Jussulmauns, and who, being 
bound by no oatbs, not uuly embei^zlctl a large pro¬ 
portion of the revenue, but plundered the unfortu¬ 
nate Hindoos without control; and even carried 
their depravity so far as to make secret inquiries 
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respecting the females in their districts, and if they 
heard of any remarkabie for beauty, to have them 
forcibly ncmov^ to their zenanas As there was 
no regular police throughout the country, some 
districts were generally in rebellion; and it was 
notan unfrequent circumstance for the Fattels, or 
head men of two or three neighbouring districts, to 
assemble together and oblige the Aumtl to grant 
them their lands at whatever price they pleased to 
fix: if he resisted, he was usually murdered. Some- 
timesTippoo had leisure to punish them, and then 
he did so most severely; but at other times he had 
more important avocations, and their impunity en- 
couraged a repetition of the offence. The natural 
consequence was, that the actual revenue of the coun¬ 
try was rapidly diminishing, and even of that, not 
more than two thirds ever reached the rayal trea¬ 
sury. If there could be any doubts of Tippoo's de¬ 
serving the title 1 have given him, his conduct in 
Canara and Malabar would place it beyond doubt. 
The utter extermination of the Nalrs of rank, w‘ho 
by conquest had become his subjects, seems to have 
been intended, and as far as lay in Ins power, was 
carried into effect; for in MaUbar, at its cession to 
us, there were none remaining, and in Canara they 
were diminished one half. 

To the assertion, that many had quitteil our pro¬ 
vinces to live under the milder government of Tip- 
poo, it is impossible to give any other reply than a 
positive denial of its truth; and I am at a loiss to 
conjecture on what authority it is stated. Hyder 
indeed carried off from tire Carnatic above 60,000 
families, of whom only a small part remained when 
lA)rd Cornwallis entered Mysore; hut these unfor¬ 
tunate beings, so Ihr ftoni being satisfied with their 
situation, had found the yoke of Tippoo so heavy, 
that they Joyfully seizcfl the first opjXJrtunity to 
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return to their native plains. The code of laws 
whichTifjpoo promulgated, ami which has been so 
much praised by an Honourable Cetitleman at the 
India'House, was never even attempted to be car¬ 
ried into effect, and was merely meant by the ty¬ 
rant to hand him down to posterity as a Mussul- 
niaun legislator. 

Hyder was indeed a different character; he 
might be an usurper, but he certainly goi’erned the 
provinces hejiad seized from his sovereign, or con¬ 
quered from'lhe neighbouring princes, to the bene- 
£t of the inhabitants, without permitting his pre¬ 
judices, as a Mussulmaun, to influence his conduct 
to the detriment of tlie Hindoos, as the following 
anecdote will very remarkably sJiow. A cele¬ 
brated Mussulmauu saint, called Peer Zaddah, 
resided at Sertngapatam, and was greatly reve¬ 
renced. On the festival of Shri Runga, the God¬ 
dess of Abundance, wlien her statue was, as 
usual, carried in procession from the temple 
through the streets^ it unfortunately passed the 
door of the Peer, whose pupils being irritated at 
the idolatrj-, sallied forth, beat the people, and 
drove them and the Goddess back to her sanctuary. 
The Brahmins complained to Hyder, who told 
them that they ought to defend themselves when 
attacked. The next day the procession again went 
forth, and was again attacked fay the pupilsnfPeer 
Zaddah. The event was however very different; 
for the Hindoos, being by far the most numerous, 
beat theirassaiknts, and continued their procession 
in triumph. The next day the Peer presented 
himself, with all his pupils, at the durbar of Hyder, 
and complained of the injuries they had received! 
Hyder heard them patiently, and then asked them 
what they wanted of him ? they Jiad attacked the 
parly, anil had been deservedly beaten; what else 
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could they expect? nnd what Imd induced them to 
act so? The Peer repltedj “ that the procession was 
** an insult to the Mussulmaun religion, and ought 
not to be suffered under a Mussulmaun govern* 
ment, whilst he, a Mussulmaun prince, was at 
the head of it" Hyder instantly interrupted him, 
by asking, “ Wlio told you that this was a Mussul- 
maun government, or that 1 was at the head of 
“ it? I am sure 1 never did." On this the Peer de¬ 
sired a private audience, which was granted j when, 
finding lie could not change Hyder’s determina¬ 
tion, W declared his intention of quitting the 
place. Hyder toUl him. Ire might go wherever he 
pleased. Estremely indignant, tie retire<l to Arcot, 
where many faciuirs at that time resided; but not 
finding his new residence as pleasant as his old one, 
he shortly returned to Seringapatam, and wisherl 
again bo live within the fort. Hyder however po¬ 
sitively refused his permission, telling him, “ that 
“ he had proved himself unworthy of doing so, 
** but that he would give him a Irouse any wlrere 
else." Tile Peer retired in wrath to the Black 
Town, where he died, and was buried at Cbinapatam. 

By this uniform system of prudence and mode¬ 
ration, Hyder left his son a prosperous and impip^'- 
ittg kingdom, a strong, and, for an Asiatic, a well 
disciplined army, and a numerous and contented 
population. It is said, that on his death-bed, he 
advised his successor to reconcile himself to the 
English, and cultivate their friendsiiip. Had he 
done so, it is probable tliat he would have trans¬ 
mitter! to his posterity the advantages he received. 
Instead of this, a want of judgment, and a strong 
spirit of superstition, drove him into hostilities, 
which ended in his destruction. Any person who 
has the good of mankind at heart cannot regret the 
event. Tlie tyranny of a very small proportion o I 
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Mussulmauns oi-er the native Hindoos has heen 
put an end toj the province of Mysore, which 
under them was going rapidly to decay, is fast re¬ 
covering-, and already yields a greater real revenue 
than the former nominal amount: the tanks which 
Tippoo had destroyed, solely because they .were 
built by Hiodoo !taJahS| though of the utmost 
value to his subjects, are now repairing; and. tow'ns, 
which he had depopulated by Ins armies* or by the 
no less sure, but slower, operation of a prohibition 
to trade with their neighbours, because he bore an 
antipathy to them, are recovering their trade and 
inhabitants, and rising to more than tlieir former 
prosperity. 

It was with heartfelt satisfaction that I saw such 
evident marks of the good government of Purneah, 
who, as Dewan, has the management of the coun¬ 
try during the Kajah’s minority: for it was the 
British inllucnce which had elevated him to the 
situation, and the liritiah arms which had banishe<t 
the tyrant’s family, and left him at liberty to act 
for the beneht of his country; for, although under 
Tippoo he had very great power, it was impossible 
to remove the bigotted prejudices of his master 
against his Hindoo subjects, or to control his chief 
favourite, Meer Saduc, who was a monster of ty¬ 
ranny and avarice. 

I dined with Colonel Ifo IMcuroo, who had in¬ 
vited all his othcers to meet me. Me resides in a 
part of the palace of Hyder. The state room was 
painted green, which seems to have been a favou¬ 
rite colour of that chief) with much gilding. It 
joins on one side to the harem, and opens into the 
public square* 

1 descended the next morning to Tippoos dur¬ 
bar, attended by Major Symons, who kindly acted 
as interpreter, where 1 received the compliments of 
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Narsingrow, eldest son to Pumcah, and Bucberow*, 
his deputy. Tliey delivered the Rajah’s congiatu- 
lations on my arrival at Seringapatam, and an in¬ 
vitation to his residence at Mysore, which I ac¬ 
cepted for the morrow. Narsi ngro w assured m e of 
his father’s regret that his necessary absence with 
the army on the frootier, prevented him from paying 
me a visit, but that be hoped I Irad received every 
proper attention on my journey, according to bis 
fnstructions. I in return told him that I had every 
reason to be gratified by the compliments i bad re¬ 
ceived, but that I hoped he would permit me to 
pay the bearers who carried my jjalanquins. fie 
said that he felt much hurt tliat 1 should think of 
such a trifle; that the Rajali had ordered those 
people only to attend, who were bound to do so; 
and that he hoped I would not mortify his father 
by mentioning it again, 

I tliougbt that it would be rendering a service 
to the people of Bangalore, if I reported the mis¬ 
conduct of Purtieah’s brother-in-law, the Auniil; I 
therefore hinted that I had experienced more neg¬ 
lect there than in any other place, contrasting his 
behaviour with that of the Foojadar of Coiar Nar- 
singrow assured me it was only owing to igno¬ 
rance, but that he should instantly communicate 
the circumstance to his father. 

The usual Asiatic conversation no^v took place. 
Bucherow expressed the satisfaction of tlie Rajah 
on my honouring his country with a visit; the gra¬ 
titude he felt to my countrymen, and particularly 
Lord Wellesley, for having removed Jum from a 
dungeon, where Ids life was in danger from vio¬ 
lence, and even from poverty, to a throne, and toe 
protection of the English; and represented in very 
pathetic terms, the distress to which the poor little 
boy, the last of bis iin^ had been reduced, witli hiii 
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mother and reiations. He and Narelngrow de^ 
dared, that no other nation would have given up 
to the lawful sovereign, a country which they had 
conciuered from a tyrant; and that all they could 
do would be to express their gratitude, bv an in¬ 
violable attachment to theit benefactors. I assured 
them that the whole nation approved of the con¬ 
duct of Lord Wellesley in reinstating the Rajah, 
and that they relied with impUcit confidence on his 
friendship and on the attachment of Purneah to 

On our being again seated, Major Symons in¬ 
formed me, that two of Tippoo’s nephews were 
without, and wished to be presented to me. They 
are sons of Abdnl Kecr Cawn,Nawaub of Savanore, 
by a sister of Tippoo’s, who died lately. Hyder 
Hussein Cawn, the eldest, is about eighteen, un¬ 
commonly like his uncle, as I am told, and with 
very pleasing manners; the other is only fourteen, 
a verv fine l^y, but with no manners at all. I could 
not, for a moment, drive from my mind the strange 
vicissitude, which had now placed me in the very 
palace of the haughty Tippoo, to receive the com¬ 
pliments of his nephews, and the presents of his 
ministers. Any thing which might he painful in 
this, was however done away, by the knowledge 
that they W’erc all rejoiced aod benefitted by the 
change. Tippoo’s own family were by no means 
well provided for by him; these ^ys have now a 
more ample allowance from the British government 
than they would have had, bad he liv^ and their 
independence is as great: their father is at present 
deposed, but it seems by no means improbable that 
he may be reinstated: thware under no constraint, 
and live as they please. The eldest paid the usual 
Asiatic compliment of hoping for mv friendshi|), 
and that 1 would extend my protection to his fa- 
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ther: the youngest was silent. After a short time 
I ordered pawn ant! attar, which was a signal for 
their departure. 

Accompaniefl by Major Symons I visited the 
Lolbaug, a country palace, situated at the other ex* 
treonity of the island on which Seringapatan: Is 
built. It vras begun by Hyder, and finished in 
. 17 BO, when lie was fighting in the Carnatic. He 
never returned to inhabit it. It is of two stories 
high, and by no means an inelegant building. Tlie 
ground floor seems to have been occupied by the 
attendants, and is very public ; above, are some ex* 
cel lent apartments, and balconies opening into 
courts, fir the Sultaun to sit in, and give audience. 
It was prettily painted; but being too gloomy to 
be lighted up well for Kuropean entertainments, 
'Colonel Close lias whitewashed a considerable part 
of it. It is situaterl in a garden, which might have 
]^en handfonie before the first siege of Seriiigapa- 
tam by Lord Cornwallis, when it was filled with 
avenues of cypress, but at present it is very ugly. 
Many fruit trees are cultivated in it, but they are 
regularly planted, and have each a small canal to 
conduct ivater to the roots. A Mussulmaun has 
no idea of the beauties of nature. 

Adjoiningto the Lolbaug is tbe matisoleum of 
Hyder, where rests all tliat was royal of this Mus¬ 
sulmaun dynasty, Hyder himself, his wife, and Tip- 
poo; who lie under tombs of black marble, ele- 
vat^ about eighteen inches from the ground. 
They are covered with rich cloths, and have a ca¬ 
nopy over them. The whole builHtng, with its 
dome,it^ brilliantly poiished blackmarlde columns, 
and its mosque annexed, has a handsome effect. 
In the verandah are buried several of the family ; 
and again without tiiat, but on an elevated plat¬ 
form wliich goes round the whole building, are the 
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tombs of several faithful servants. The British 
Government have, with their usual liberality, con- 
tlnuerl the allowance for the Moulahs to read the 
Koran. The expence of this amounts to two 
thousand pn^oilas per annum. Three pagodas per 
flay are also distributed in charity at the mauso¬ 
leum. 

We next visited a very pleasant country palace, 
built by Tippoo nearer the town. It is the resi- 
flcncc of General Wellesley when liere; and he 
lias contrived to make it a very good house for an 
European, without destroying its Asiatic singu¬ 
larity and beauty. Here Tippoo frequently retired 
early in the moniing, and conlinuerl the whole 
day; hut invariably returned at nrglit to Seringa- 
pataiD, The upper door consists of one centre 
room, with fou]' others at the corners, and veran¬ 
dahs between them ; all very curiously painted. 
A verandah below covers each side, the wails of 
which are painted m a very whimsical manner. 
On one side is the famous battle ^sdth Major Bail lie, 
in wlrich Tippoo gave liopes of future military 
talent, whicli were never realized. Major Millie 
is in the centre of the hollow square, formed by 
his small body of men. The tumbril is in the act 
of blowing up. Tjppoo and Ryder are arlvaucing 
against him. Tliese figures are well done, and are 
said to be like. In the opposite verandah the 
paintings are still more curious: Ryder and Tip¬ 
poo appear there in all their splendour as conque¬ 
rors, and the different princes conquered are 
painted J>elow. Amongst these are placed some 
that never submitted, particularly the Hajah of 
Tanjore. 

1 was mortified to see there a British officer, 
whom Tippoo said he always wislred to have the 
cotmnaud against him, as be was sure to take his 


Sf-RINOAPATAW. 


368 

deuchmcnt prisoners. He nilded, tliat if taken,^ he 
should be safe; in oppositiod probably to the fate 
of poor Haillie, of whose talents he had a very dif 
ferent opinion, and who therefore only found safe¬ 
ty in the grave. This person is ^epres^ntetl more 
than once. In one place he is drawing l>is sword 
on a woman, with a most threatening air and 
countenance. In another he is amusing himself 
with dancing-girls. In the same verandah are 
figures of natives of every cast and profession. 
These are very interesting, and I should inuclii like 
to have hail them copied bail there been time. 
General Wellesley has had them retouched, as they 
were going rapidly to decay. 

According to ifie arrangetnent made with Bu- 
cherow, 1 set off early in the morning for ^^ysore; 
it is about nine miles from Seringapatam in the 
same valley, but more elevated and consequently 
more Iiealthy. llppoo, to destroy as much ^ pos¬ 
sible every record of tbe Hindoo dynasty which he 
had deposed, removed the town to a small eminence, 
distant about a mile, and gave it a new name. 
After having nearly completetTit, he discovered that 
there was no water, tbe place therefore could never 
ha^^ been inhabited. The English pr put an end 
to the work, for the Rajah immediately began to 
carry back the materials to their old station; there 
probably to remain. The new' town which has arisen 
near the seat of govemment, is of one street about 
a mile long. About a mile from it 1 was met by 
Narsingrow, Eucherow, and the officers of the 
Rajah's houseliold, with his whole suwarry of ele¬ 
phants, ketlie-drums, and trumpets, who con¬ 
ducted me to a small house, built by tbe Rajah 
for the British Resident when he comes to Mysore. 
The ctowd was very great, and 1 should have been 
suffoCJted with tlie dust, had not the road been 
watered. 
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The whole town had been newly-white washed, 
and, at each door, banana plants were stuck m the 
ground, which had a nleaaing effect. The strings 
were extended, as before, across the road, hut in¬ 
stead of branches of the mango-tree, they were 
ornamented with pieces of clotL 1 liere found 
the gentlemen of Seringapatam assembled to par¬ 
take of a breakfast, prepared by the liajah, 
sides a profusion of fruit, ail kinds of pastry, and 
made dishes, we had several pieces of solan urn, 
brought in pots, with the fruit dressed and hang¬ 
ing on the plant, which was in perfect health. 
Tha roots of other plants were boiled, whilst the 
green stem was untouched. Jt must have required 
some ingenuity to dress these dishes, but otherwise 
they had no m eri t, Som e s weetm ea ts, wb ich were 
said to be from bis own table, were very good. 

Soon after nine I set off for the fort, which is well 
built Np houses are permitted to be erected on 
the esplanade, On entering through a handsome 
gateway, which ivas an ancient choultry, I foun<l 
the ^rrison drawn out to receive me. The drums 
and fifes played, and the officers dropt their swords 
as I passed, but the men remained motionless with¬ 
out presenting arms. They were a finer body of 
men than any I have seen, well dressed, and, 1 
understand, well disciplined. The Rajah admits 
none of a low cast into nis service. Tliere is a great 
deal of empty space within the walls. The pa¬ 
lace is small and neat, but not finished; before it 
I found his honorary guard, drawn out to receive 
me. Xhe musnud was p1ace<l in a verandah on 
the left of the entrance. It was of ivory, fantas¬ 
tically can-ed, and liad belonged to the former 
Rajahs. It was found amongst the stores of Tip- 
poo, and was used for the inauguration of tlie 
young Rajah in It had probably owed its 
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preservation to tlie little value of the materJala. 
The superstition of the Hindoos seems to attach a 
considerable value to it, for Bucherow pointed ovit 
to me the great good fortune of its not having been 
destroyed by the tyrant. 

His Highness was dressed in gold tissue, witli 
some handsome pearls round liis neck; a cress of 
gold was lying on one side of him, on the other a 
smallsword. On entering I made, niy saJaaois, 
which he returned, anti held out bis hand, which 
I did not perceive. Chairs were placed on his 
left hand for me and my party. Opposite to him 
were tiie other English gentlemen. On his right 
were Narsingrow and Bucherow, and behind them 
a great many domestics. His relations, ami seve¬ 
ral young ijoys who are brought up with him, vvere 
seated behind me. The verandah, in which we 
were seated, was covered with white cloth; the 
pillars handsomely painted and gilded. In front 
of his Highness was an eperne, tilled with flowers 
of the sambac, and on each side a servant held 
branches in which incense was burning. His 
Highness was considerably agitated at first, his 
breast visibly heaving; but after a. little time he 
recovered himself, and behaved with great dignity 
and propriety. I paid the usual conipliments 
through Major Symons and Narsiiigrow, assur¬ 
ing liinr of tlie satisfaction 1 felt at seeing him 
on the throne of his ancestors, and the confidence 
the EritUh nation had in his friendsliip. He 
repeated w hat Narsingrow had before said; that 
he owed every thin" to them, and that Ids grati¬ 
tude was unbounded. 

I turned the conversation to the new town 
Mysore, and several indifferent subjects, to try if 
his replies would be ready. He never liesitated-, 
spoke sensibly, andl was assured by Major Symons 
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that he was ftot prompted. He is about eleven 
years old, of middle size, neither tall nor short of 
his age; not handsome, but of an intelligent coun¬ 
tenance. He seemed lively; but on such a public 
occasion it would have been indecorous to have 
even smiled. He did so once, but was iinine- 
diately checked by a person who stood by him. I 
inquired after his pursuits, and was informed 
that lie was fond of ruling, and the sports of 
the field. These were cotisideretl as becoming his 
dignity; but when I observed that he seemed 
playful, I was iustantly assured that he was not 
so. I therefore ceased my questions, as I found 
that I should not hear of his doing any thin" that 
was not according to rule. I strongly recommended 
his learning English, and pointed out of what ad¬ 
vantage it was to the Rajah of Tanjore, in liis com¬ 
munications with the Rrltbli Government, to be 
able to write and speak their language. They as¬ 
sured me that it sliould certainly he done. I re¬ 
gretted that his youth prevented my having the 
honour of receiving a visit from him at Serlngapa- 
tam, and therefore requested that he would oblige 
me, by accepting from me a sabre as a small nie- 
morial. Having procured one for the purpose, 
which had a handle of agate ornamented with 
rubies after the Asiatic fashion, 1 delivered it into 
his own liand, and he immediately placed it beside 
him, assuring me tliat it should always lie by him 
for my sake, and that it was a particularly valuable 
present to him, as he was of bhatrya, or soldier 
cast He in return put round my neck a handsome 
string of pearls, from which was suspended a jewel 
of flat diamonds and uncut rubies. Me also pre¬ 
sented me in trays, which were as usual laiil at niy 
feet, two beautiful chowries, two punkahs, and two 
walking sticks of sandal wood, with two bottles of 
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tlie oi\, which he requested lue to accept as being 
tlie produce of Ills country. Immediately a 
salute was fired from the walls of the fort, and 
the strings of sambac were put round our 
necks. 

His mother sent her compliments, with enquiries 
after my health, and exjiresslons of satisfaction at 
my having lionoured her son with a visit. Imme¬ 
diately afterwards pawn and attar were distributed, 
and we took our leave, liis Highness would have 
found it difficult to have risen, or rather descended, 
from his musnud to take his leave, as it was full four 
feet from the ground, and 1 sliould suppose he was 
not taller himself. I therefore shook nauds with 
him where be was, and expressed, what I really 
felt, the strongest wislies for his liealth and pros¬ 
perity. 

Hitherto the acta of the Dewan Pumeah hare 
been such as to justify a reasonable expectation, 
that the young Rajah will, on his coming of age, 
find his country In a very flourishing state. As 
was naturally to be expected, the whole system of 
Tippoo has been done away, and every thing is re¬ 
stored to the same situation that it was in, prior to 
the usurpation of, his father, except in one in¬ 
stance. 

Mysore was formerly tributary to the Ana- 
goo udy Princes, sometimes called the Narsinga 
^jahs. After the Patan dynasty w-as divided into 
the five independent states of Viziapore, Ahmed- 
nuggar, Ifcrar, Beder, and Golconda, they united 
in a war against tlie Anagoondy Prince, and suc¬ 
ceeded in destroying Ins power, by which means 
all the interior Zemindars were liberated from his 
control, and became independent. In the king¬ 
dom of Mysore, there were at least seventeen of 
these, who continued unsubdued till the time of 
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Hyder and lits son, who, In this respect judging 
wisely, expelled ftotn tlie country an useless race of 
beings, leaving no one between the Sovereign, as 
proprietor of the soil, and the lyot as cultivator. 
On the restoration of the Hindoo Princes, the Ze¬ 
mindars applied to Purneah to be reinstated, and 
would probably Iravc succeeded, had not Colonel 
Close opposed tlieir claims,as unreasonable, arguing 
witli tneoi that the i^jah had found tliem dispos- 
5esse<l, and that it couit^i not be expected he would 
without necessity surreuiler to tliem so large a 
proportion of liis domiuiuns. He ultimately 
gained his object, by inducing some to accept small 
pensions, and by placing others about the person 
of the Rajah in a military capacity, Mysore 
exists, therefore, without a Zemindar,"and the con¬ 
sequence has been, that For five years not a tumult 
has taken place in it, whilst the neighbouring pro¬ 
vinces have been torn by war and insurrections. 

I dedicated an entire day to the viewing of 
Seiingapatam. My first visit was to the curtain 
where the breach had been made. 1 was attend¬ 
ed by several gentlemen who were present at the 
storm, and who kindij^ pointed out every circum¬ 
stance to me. I confess f felt disappointed in the 
strength of the works, which were certainly not 
suci) as to have opposed any great resistance. The 
attack was most judiciously made on a part where 
the Asiatic error of a long curtain had rendered a 
breach easy: The enfilading lire from the. IJombay 
army on the opnosite sidfe of the river, rendered the 
continuing on the ramparts a serWee of thegreatest 
danger. The Tvretched natives, who were obliged 
to be there, had dug themselves holes in the 
earth, as some protection from the shot. In these 
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they\Tere taking Ikclr dinner when the storming 
party entered, vvJio pul to death numbers of them 
uefore they could gel out, 

Tipjjoo had often been advised by his French 
officers, to carry an inner M^ork from the Sultaun 
battery on the high ground, so as to cut off the 
north-west bastion, and that part of .the curtain 
a^inst which the attack was directed; hut he was 
obstinate and ignorant. He seems to liave ba<l 
an idea that the Cauveri added much to his de¬ 
fence, for he had brought down the fortifications 
in^ an angle to the north-west bastion, that they 
might have it as a ditch on two sides. TJie storm 
of the fourth of May would not, after all, have 
^iven the British possession of Scringapatam, had 
It not been that a small party of the soldiers, in 
the heat of the attack, passed from the outer to 
llie inner rampart, over a \vall which united them, 
though it was of great height, and not above a 
foot wide at top. The attempt was indeed so 
hazardous, that the same men were afraid, on the 
following day, wheo their blood was cool, to recross 
it. This small party, by nieeting Tippoo in the 
gatew^ay, prevented his entering the inner fort, 
flad he done so, I ha^ e no doubt that Seringapa- 
tam would shortly have fallen, but 1 think that the 
Sultaun would himself have retired from the place, 
and protracted the war for a considerable length 
of time, by putting himself at the head of his 
troops that were without the town,-and which 
amounted to nearly forty thousand men. I'lie 
Bangalore gate had been open during the whole 
of the siege; he could not therefore have had any 
difficulty m making his escape. If he had found 
it impossible to carry off his females, 1 think, from 
his character, there can be no doubt that he would 
have put them to death, and buried them in tlio 
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ruins of his palace. Ail this was prevcntetl by the 
fall of the tyrant; so that probably his family were 
as great gainers by that event, as the British, wiio 
thereby escaped a protracterl warfare. 

The inner ditch and rampart ha\'e been wholly 
destroyed, except in the spot where the wall gave 
a passage to the soUliers; that 1 was itappy to find 
preserved as a memorial of their courage. It is a 
singular circumstance, that the besiegers liatl no 
idea of the existence,of such a ditch and inner wall 
till the storm took place, though they had native 
spies constantly in the place. The ^teway in 
which Tipjjoo fell, has been destroyed, with the 
inner work: a mad is formed in its stead, with 
trees planted on each side, which will ultimately 
add much to the beauty of the town. It is still 
unknown who gave tlie fatal wound to theSultaun: 
the invaluable string of pearls which he wore round 
his neck was the prize of the soklier, but it has 
never been produeed or traced. He hatl been many 
years collecting this; always taking off an inferior 
pearl, when he could purchase one of more value. 

We walked along the rampart for a little,dis¬ 
tance to the southward, where the fortifications 
are as strong, as they are weak on the banka of tbe 
Cauveri. \Vere it of importaiice to render Seringa- 
patam a place of strength, the works proposed by 
the French ought to be carried into effect; but the 
time is arrived when tbe British can, in India, never 
have to defend themselves against a regular besieg¬ 
ing army. Jt is certainly advisable that, as a mili¬ 
tary depot, Seriugapatam should be strong enough 
to resist any sudden attack from the native powers, 
which it now is, without alteration. TJie nume¬ 
rous and large buildings which it contains have 
given it the preference as a magazine over lianga- 
tore, where the expence would have been very con- 
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siderable in erecting them. I doubt, however, 
whether this would not have been repaid by the 
additional salubrity of Bangalore: Seringapatam is 
far from healthy; and wilJiout the town, j>arlicu- 
larly toward the lower part of the island at the 
Loibaug, fevers are frequent. 

Seringapatam is much inferior to any capital 
which I have visited in India: the palaces of the 
Sultaun have neither tiie imposing massive dignity 
of the Hindoo architecture, nor the light airy ele¬ 
gance of the Mussuiniaun buddings at Lucknow. 
The public apartments of Tippoo wei'c handsome, 
hut those of Uyder were plain lu the extreme. The 
2enanas of both were extremely bad. Tiiey con¬ 
sisted each of a quadrangular building, two stories, 
high, with verandahs all around, opening into the 
centre. Some of tlie rooms were large, but unor- 
naniented, and tlie pillars were of wood. I had 
seen several gentlemen who had entered them im¬ 
mediately after they were fjuitted by the females, 
and they assured me that they were then in as dirty 
a state as 1 now found them. The lamps bad been 
placed in nitches in the walls, and the oil from 
each had been perinilted to run down to the floor, 
forming a black stripe the whole way; and the 
wooden pillars in the largest rooms, and in the ve¬ 
randahs, bad lost their colour by grease and dirt. 
How different from the description which Eastern 
talcs have given ug of these secluded apartments! 
In another respect they seem to have been more 
faithfully described; for it was evident the females 
licre confined had a most vehement desire to view, 
at least, the forbidden males. The two zenanas of 
Tippoo and Hyder joined, and liad a communica¬ 
tion with each other. On each side was a palace 
of one of these princes. In the front was an en¬ 
trance from the public square where the troops ex- 
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ercised, well secured, and guarded by cuaiicbs, yet 
in the wall above were discovered numerous holes, 
from whicli the prtsoue>s could behold all that 
passed wikhont, which at least afforded more va¬ 
riety than the monotonous routine of the iuterior. 

The Rajah of Mysore having been removed from 
Seringapatam, these buildings are appropria-ted to 
public purposes I Hydei's palace is the reside ace 
of the Surgeon; his zenana an European hospital. 
Tippoo’s zenana is a barrack for the artillery; his 
private apartments are occupie<l hy the Resident, 
and his public by the Enropean troops. . These 
buildings have externally a heavy appearance trom 
the want of windows ■, but the view trom them has 
been much improved by the English, who have 
opened the space to a temple of Shri Huiiga, which 
has a handsome effect from liaving a chonltry in 
front, and a lofty tower of the Tanjore style of ar¬ 
chitecture. On the left is the aocient palace of 
the Mysore Rajahs, ami on the right are llie ram¬ 
parts, with their avenues of young trees. 

' 1 next visited Tip poo's arsenal, which was for¬ 
merly a choultry anil pagoda annexed to the Ra¬ 
jah’s palace. the architecture of the whole is 
massive, an<! much more ancient than the other 
buildings. The pillars are square, and covered 
with sculpture; but tlie spacesietwoen have been 
filled up to adapt it to its present purposes, which 
renders it difficult to examine the work. Here ate 
vast quantities of matchlocks, sp^rs, cresses, Nair- 
knives, and chain-armour belonging to Ttppoo, but 
which are useless to the British, and only valuable 
as old iron. Tliese could be sold to the natives, 
but in the rebellious state of Malabar, they would 
probably soon be used against the sellers, and are 
therefore prudently retained. The most singular 
articles are several pieces of artillery cast by Tip- 
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poo, and ornamented with the figure of a tiger de* 
voiiring the head of an European^ an emblem of the 
ferocity of thet^'rant, and his implacability towards 
his Christian enemies. Tfiere Js now here a con' 
stderable magazine of European musquets and 6eld 
pieces. 

Tlie palace which adjoined vpas in mins, and lias 
been totally removed to make way for a nianufac- 
ture of gun-carriages, which was establisherl iti 
1802, under the direction of Captain Scott, For¬ 
merly these were purchased at Marlras by contract ; 
the Rangoon teak wais used, wliich is of an infe¬ 
rior quality', and the workmanship was In general 
so bad that a ferv months service renderetl them 
useless. Captain Scott has instructed the natives 
in the working of the wood, iron, and brass, that 
is required. Every thing is done in one building; 
and although so short a period has elapsed since the 
commencement of the establislunent, the manufac¬ 
ture is already advanced to a great degree of per¬ 
fection, From the firmness of the te;ik wood, 
which is procured in the forests about forty miles 
from Seringapatani, they are enabled to give light¬ 
ness and elegance to the workmaasbip, without in- 
iuring its strength. The expeuce Is still doubtful: 
nut Captain Scott informed me, that he did not 
think it would exc«.'d the former plan of purchas¬ 
ing by contract. If the first cost sliould even be 
greater, I think it will be advisable to continue the 
manufacture, as the additional price Will be fully 
compensated by the greater durability of the mate¬ 
rials. 1 was astonished that the natives could have 
been taught a new manufacture in so sliort a pe¬ 
riod. The highest credit is certainly due to Cap¬ 
tain Scott for his exertions. 

Mr, Saltarri^-ed from his tour to the falls of the 
Cauveri, of which he made several beautiful draw- 
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ings. He delivered me the following report of his 

journey. , * , 

"February 16.—At eight in the morning I 
readied Conjeverani. The principal entrance to 
the great pagoda is very lofty, and resembles much 
in its shape and ornaments that at Tanjore. On 
the left, after passing through it, was a large edi¬ 
fice like a choultry, containing, as the Brahmins 
assert, and which appears probable from its great 
extent, a thousand pillars: many of these were 
handsomely and curiously carved with figures of 
Hindoo deities, some of which had a kind of halo, 
or glory, round their heads. Several of the group 
Were composed with more skill than usual, particu¬ 
larly one representing the alarm of a child, whom 
a Brahmin is tying to the altar of Alahadeo. The 
sides of the steps leading up to it were formed by 
two well carved elephants clrawing a car. An ele¬ 
vated musnud occupied the centre. Opposite to 
this building was a tank, and several small pgodas: 
tlie side of one of them was covered with ancient 
and unknown characters, similar to those at the 
Seven Pagodas, On another were can’ed, in relief,^ 
some curious designs in compartments, tvvo of 
which 1 sketched: the first is a species of centaur 
striking a bell over an altar, and the second rep re- 
s|nts Kama in the act of drawing his bow, which 
is of singular construction, with Huuimaun seated 
below. The second court, or inner ^uare, being 
considered as holy, 1 was not admitted into it. 
This temple is dedicated to Seva. 1 afterwards as¬ 
cended by seven flights of steps to the top of the 
large gateway: the view from it was extremely 
fine, consisting of extensive woods intersected by 
a large sheet of water, with numerous pagodas ris¬ 
ing among the trees; and a magnificent range of 
retiring mountains in llie distance. 
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“ To the west I observed a siugiilarly shaped pa¬ 
goda, which 1 was informed was l^Ialabar; m con- 
serjueace of which 1 immediately detenniued to 
visit it. It is situated about Italf a mile from Coo- 
jeverani. Its appearance, on reaching it, confirmed 
'what I had heard of its antiquity, for it was of rude 
massive sculpture, and built in the same style of 
architecture as one of the temples carved out of 
the rocks at the Seven Pagodas. At the entrance 
were four monstrous lions, and a bull of clay, evi¬ 
dently modem. On the right of the entrance were 
seven circular buildings, covering as many lingams 
of polished granite, about two feet high, some cir¬ 
cular, and others cut into numerous facings. The 
pagoda itself is pyramidlcal, and ending m a sort 
of dome at top. The accompanying drawing will 
give the best idea of its external appearance. 
Round tile lower part of it is a band, about six 
inches broad, inscribed with unknown characters, 
similar to those before mentioned. The inside con¬ 
sists of two gloomy apfirtments: in the first were 
two small ^Idcd statues of Rama and Seta dressed 
up, with only their heads visible, as at Ramiseram, 
and in the second was a liugam. This pagoda is, 
at present, entirely deserted.” 

" February 17.—.At ten I reached Arcot, and 
waited on Alajor Macleod, the Collector, who r^ 
ceived me with much attention. Arcot, which was 
once large and populous, bears strong marks of the 
devastation of war, the greater part of it being now 
in ruins. It is chiefiy inhabited by Mahommedans, 
who, as Major Macleod told me, are very quiet sub¬ 
jects, and easily managed by a little attention to 
their prejudices. He lately gave them a few hun¬ 
dred rupees to celehmte a festival, which has had 
the best elfect. He has also projected a plan to re¬ 
build the city, wliicb, if Government should ap- 
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prove of It, will be of great importance as there is 
considerable trade here, and under the secure go¬ 
vernment of the English, settlers are daily coming 
in," 

February 18th I was at Vellore, and on the 
19lh reaciied Am boor. The whole country througli 
which I had passed from Arcot, too evidently 
shewed tlrat it bad not yet recovered its population; 
many parts that were before cultivated; being left 
barren and waste. Tire village of Amboor is neat, 
and regularly built; its inhabitants are industrious, 
and make a considerable quantity of castor oil; 
svbich they export. On the west side of it is a 
lofty isolated mountain, on which stood a fort al¬ 
most impregnable by nature; the only approach to 
it being by a narrow and very steep path, througii 
a smaller fort at the base. The upper works have 
been entirely destroyed since it came into our pos¬ 
session ; aud the lower, in which some maiefactors 
were confined, were guarded by a fei^r sepoys 
commanded by a native officer, "in the course of 
the day, witti much fatigue, 1 ascended to the top; 

1 found a plain liiere, sufficiently large to have ren- . 
dered its cultivation an object of some importance, 
and two tanks, near which the barracks had for¬ 
merly stood. The view from it was nobie and ex¬ 
tensive, and the air cool and pleasant, In com¬ 
parison with what I had found it below. In the 
evening a rupee procurefl for myself and bearers 
sufficient food for the day.” 

" February 20,—Early in the mpming I reach¬ 
ed Vanambaddu I here met witii Mr. Cator, a 
gentleman who uras assisting Major Lambton in 
bis survey; and it was fortunate that 1 did so, for 
1 found shortly after that a cooly had ru n away in 
the night with all my eatables and breakfast appa¬ 
ratus, He kindly assisted me in repairing the loss, 
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and ilk tike evening we moved on together a few 
miles to a spot where he pitclied his tent, and I 
slept in the open air in my palanquin,” 

“ February 21.—After ftreakfast we rode forward, 
on Mr. Cator’s horses, tlirough a continued jungle 
to Kishnagherri, leaving our palanquins to follow 
in the evening. Though it was full thirty miles, 
we arrived in three hours and a half, and ‘suffered 
no inconvenience from it afterw-ards. I found here 
Mr. Kelso, the Collector of the district, from whom 
I received much attention. Here is aimther of 
the hill forts, and one of tlie strongest in tlie Ebra- 
mahal, which was never taken but by surprise. I'his 
was likewise destro 3 ’cd by the English. There is 
something extremely grand and singular in the ap<- 
pearanceof these isolated tikountalns,” 

“ February 23.—^Aftcr travelling all night 
through a very wild and romantic country,-which 
by tlie clear light of the moon was perhaps ren¬ 
dered more beautiful than it would have appeared 
by day, I reached Riacotta at ten. As'the scenery 
Jiere was particularly fine, 1 staid a day with Co¬ 
lonel I^eighlon for the purpose of taking views. 
Riacotta is one of the fekv hill forts which are still 
kept up by the English in the Baramahal; probably 
from the importance of its situation as bordering 
on the M)'sorc. I went nearly round it in the 
course of the day, and partly up it, to a smal! pa¬ 
goda excavated from the rock, in front of which is 
built up a terrace, that commands an extensive view 
over the adjacent country, Relow Colonel Leigh¬ 
ton has a large garden, abounding in European pro¬ 
ductions: the climate is so temperate as to timblc 
hhn to raise great variety of iVuits aiul vegetables. 
Cherry trees flourish here remarkabjj well.” 

** Fehniar^ 25.—Early in the morning I reached 
Ossour, where tlu: Hindoos were celebrating one 
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of tbeir festivalst The scene was extremely gay; 
and while they were con^^eying the god in process 
ston, I took the accompanying view of his chariot. 
At three 1 again deparbeJ, and at twelve arrived 
at-Anicul^ where I found a party oftwenty-five bir* 
carrabs and peons, who had been ordered, through 
the kindness of l^rd IVilliam Bentinck, to meet 
and attend me to Sevasummoodra." 

February gfi.—I proceeded without stopping, 
and by morning got to Tulli, where Mr. Kelso has 
built a small bungelow for the accommodation of 
travellers. The <iay was most unpleasant, the air 
intensely hot, and nothing to be seen or procured, 
the inhabitants being as poor as the place was 
wretched; my bearers, peons, and self, therefor^ 
fared indifferently,” 

“ February 27 ,—By day break I arrived at Can- 
kinellL J!y peons brought me in a tiger wliich 
they had killed, measuring upwards of eight feet 
from the nose to the tip of the tail. Here I was 
provided by the people of the village, in complU 
ance with orders from Seriogapatain, with every 
thing necessary for myself and attendants.” 

“February ii8.—It was sultry during the night, 
and though I set out early 1 did not reach Maha- 
viili until late in the morning. From the rate at 
which 1 had travelled, amounting on an dverage to 
between thirty and forty miles a day, though 1 had 
never hurried them on, 1 found that ray hearers 
were nearly worn out, notwithstanding 1 had eight 
additional to assist them from the last stage: one 
of tbem dppt down to day% whom, in consequence, 
I was obliged to leave behind. Since my arrival 
in the Mysore, 1 have been received at every vil¬ 
lage with tom-toms, &c. by the inhabitants, a noisy 
kind ot ceremony with which I would gladly have 
dispensed. At Alahavilh I saw, for the first time, 
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a few large bats * frying about in the midtlle of the 
day, and thousands of them clinging by their feet to 
two trees, close to the choultry in which I rest¬ 
ed : about two thirds of them were in constant 
Riotiou, fanning with their wings, and they kept 
up a continual shrieking noise* I requested one of 
them might he shot, to which no objection being 
made, a peon fired at them with two balls, which 
killed three of them. On firing there was a pro¬ 
digious cry, and the greater part flew screaming 
over our beads. They tneasureri above four feet 
from wing to wing. Their heads are considerably 
like that of a fox, and their hair of the same colour; 
altogether they are most hideous animals.'' 

In the evening I went about three miles to see 
a garden belonging to Tippoo. It was of grtet 
extent, laid out in strait walks, and filled with 
mango, guava, lime, orange, and pomegranate trees: 
the guavas and pomegranates were ripe, and the 
mango trees more beautiful in blossom. It seems 
never to liave been completed, as there is only a 
small building foi seeds, and no place to have re¬ 
ceived the Prince had he visited it. its neighbour¬ 
hood has done little good to the inhabitants, as in 
passing through the vill^e, which is between it 
and the fort, I found a great part of the houses 
deserted, and every appearance of^much wretched¬ 
ness. Hie country around is flat.” 

“ February 39 —I arrived at Talicutearly in tlie 
morning* The village was covered with a tliickand 
unpleasant fog; I therefore shut myself up in my 
palanquin xmtil ten, by which time the suu had 
partly dispersed it. 1 imagine this vapour must be 
very noxious, from the great care which the inha¬ 
bitants take to guard themselves against its in- 
flueace. They were all wrapped up in coarse black 
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mantles, with tlieir mouths cautiously covered, and 
looked more like spirits of the infernal regions than 
hunian beings; ev'en those of moderate age looked 
old and grey-^bearded. The hills around at mid¬ 
day were scar cel}' visible; and to add to the mi¬ 
sery of its situation, there was a range of sand hills 
at the back of the town, that reflected an intense 
heat into the place. There is a pagoda here of an- 
tient structure: witinu the wall that surrounds it 
is the statue of a bull Judiciously placed on the top 
of a small temple, about twelve leet in length and- 
eight and a half in height, ornamented with gar- 
Ian<ls of flowers and rich trappings, as in the ac¬ 
companying drawing,” 

“ March I.—I arrived this morning at Sattignl, 
the nearest station to the falls of the Cauveri where 
accommodations can be procured. I proceeded 
about dve miles from that place wlien I reached 
the island of Sevasummoodra. Here were the rums 
of a bridge across the Cauveri, communicating with 
the island, which was formed entirely of large 
columns of black granite, each about two feet dia¬ 
meter and twenty feet in lena;th. Tliis magnificent 
work, which was upwards ot three hundred yards 
jn extent, was at this time so nearly destroyed, that 
the palanquin was with great dithculty carried over 
the broken masses that cboaked up the stream: of 
this a drawing is given. Directly opposite was 
the southern gate of a. wall tliat surrounded the 
city, to which there had becit formerly a flight of 
steps. The iutenor was a complete Jungle of long 
grass, with many banian trees in it of great size, 
where still however might be traced the principal 
street, extending from south to north in a strait 
line across, and in length nearly a mile. About a 
quarter of a mile on, was a Hat stone raised 
perpendicularly, with an inscription carved upon 
VOL, I. C c 




386 


S £ V A SU U MOODR A. 


it in unknown cliiracters, standing in front of a 
square surrounding a small pagoda, on the top of 
which were originally four statues of bulls, one of 
which had been thrown do\m by a banian tree, 
that bad burst asunder the building. In the inmost 
recess of this pagotla was a statue of Seva, with all 
his attributes, well carved in black granite, and in 
excellent preservation," 

" At some distance farther was another temple 
mnch like the former; and a hundred yards be¬ 
hind it one of larger dimensions. The first apart* 
meut was supported by four rows of pillars, eight 
deep, and about ten feet asunder. Here among 
some mins lay a small and curious statue: the upper 
part of it, as far as the waist, \v^s human, with 
four arms; below, it ended in the shape of a ser¬ 
pent, which was twined imdcrneath, forming a 
seat. The seven heads of the serpent rose into a 
canopy over the. head of the figure. The doorway 
leading into the second apartment was elegantly 
and richly carved, resembling those in the temple 
of Benares, which are justly considered as perfect 
examples of this branch of Hindoo architecture. 
In this apartment was a statue of Vishnoo, seven 
feet long, in the best stjde of Indian sculpture; it 
reposed at full lengtli on a high raised pedestal, 
with the head lying due south. The figure was fat, 
like that of the native princes; it had on the py¬ 
ramid ical cap, and was represented as richly dress¬ 
ed and ornamented with jewels. The eyes were 
closed; one arm resting on his pillow, and the other 
across his body, and seven covra capellas formed a 
canopy over his head. These apartments were 
small and dark : for the purpose of examining them 
I had procured torches. On the outside stood a 
large figure of Hunimaun, in alto-relievo. West of 
this a few hundred yards is the river, and some re- 
tiiains of another bridge similar to the other." 
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" Returning to the great street, and proceedltig 
north, I saw the ruins of several other pagodas, ot 
which, as they were all deserted, I was enahkcl to 
examine the inmost recesses, I found them to 
„ consist of a succession of apartments, gradually 
becoming smaller and more gloomy as they retire, 
and the principal statue, invariably, in the farthest 
chamber. One of them was dedicated to Parbutti, 
the wife of Seva, There is also a chonltiy, with 
vciy lofty pillars. Most of these buildings were 
of brick, covered with stone," 

“ After passing the northern gateway, I went 
on to the waterfall, distant nearly a mile, I had. 
heard so much at Madras of this waterfall, from 

r arsons who had seen it in the rainy season, that 
was, on approaching it, considerably disappointed. 
It falls indeed from a very great height, certainly 
upwards of a hundred and fifty feet, but the body 
of water is not at this season sufficient in quantity 
to make it grand. It is precipitated down in four 
channels from an apparently level surface above 
and its fall is broken by numerous projecting 
rocks, the largest of which are near the -centre, 
almost dividing it into two stages. In the rainy 
aeasonit must be astonishingly grand, as there 
are many channels, now dry, tlirough which the 
water must then rush with tremendous force, 
since hu^c massp have been tom up, and such 
marks of desolation spread around, that even in 
the absence of the torrent, they appear exceed¬ 
ingly awful. The accompanying scenery is wild 
in the extreme, though the magnitude of the rocks 
makes the trees on the hill opposite, which is 
singularly smooth for its situation, look very di¬ 
minutive. After traversingthe bank, and viewing 
Jt from several points, I descended into one of the 
deepest of the chasms; and iiaving taken the ac- 
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cofnjjanyini^ and several otlier views of the fall, 
undisturbed by the tigers, which are reported to 
be very numerous in the neighborrhoodj I re¬ 
turned to a small choultry above, I had under¬ 
stood that tliere was another fall of nearly equal 
consequettce; but notwithstanding repeated en¬ 
quiries, my guides, either from a desire of has¬ 
tening back, or from unwiUingness to stay in so 
solitary a spot, insisted so strenuously that there 
was nothing more worth seeing, that however re¬ 
luctantly, 1 was compelled to return dissatisfied 
to Sattigul, On arriving at Seringapatam I found 
that 1 was right, as the southern brancli has also 
a fall, but it might have been almost diy." 

“ March 2 .—proceeded to Narsipore, where 
there is a pagoda on au island filled with monkeys, 
that are constantly fed and much reverenced. In 
the evening I went forward to Seringapatam, 
where I arrived in tlie night,” 

Thus far jVfr. Salt’s Journal. 

Narsingrow waited on me, to mfonn me that 
the hearers ^vould be ready iti the evening, and 
that fresh ones were placed at each stage to Man¬ 
galore. He delivered me a message from his father, 
expressing his regret at the conduct of his relation 
at Bangalore, which he had punished, by dismiss¬ 
ing him from all his employments.^ I assured 
Is’arsingTow tliat I had no such intentbu in men- 
tiouing it to him, and that I hoped he would be 
reinstated, lie declared that iiis father would 
never permit it, as he might continue his disoblig¬ 
ing conduct to the English, and excite dissatis¬ 
faction. I tliouglit his dismissal loo great a bias¬ 
ing to the people of Bangalore to press tlie point 
any further, Bucherow having heard that I had 
been enquiring for a Nair’s-knife, requested I. 
would accept one whichj he said, Providence had 
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placed in liis hands purposely to give to me. I 
accepted it with thanks, Narsingrow said his 
father had written to liim, to request I would not 
leave Serlngapatam, without visiting the bridge he 
was erecting over the Cauvcri on the Jiangalore 
road. 1 promised to stop there in the evening. 

Many of my friends joined me at an early 
dinner in the palace; amongst others Dr. White, 
of the medical staff, of whom I made some enqui¬ 
ries respecting the medical practice of the natives. 
He assuiied me that their ignorance was extreme; 
that they used some of t];e niineral remedies, 
particularly calomel; but that they administered 
It In such strong doses, as frequently to prove 
more destructive than the disease it was meant to 
eradicate. An usual emetic is composed by sus¬ 
pending a small copper coin in acid, till the solu¬ 
tion lias taken place sufficiently to operate; but 
their temerity is sometimes punisbefi by death 
from tlie strength of the dose. Starvation is 
another prescription for all diseases. Purueah’s 
daughter perished by it not long before my arrival. 
The fever was conquered, but the weakness waa 
so great that the patient sunk under it. A ine*ii- 
cine is considered as increasing in value, according 
to the number of ingredients it contains, whicli fre¬ 
quently amount to fi ft v, whe n i t i s inta 11 i ble. I ti Ca- 

nara, lam told, the toddy drawers are the physicians: 
tliey cannot be worse tiian their hretbren of My. 
sore. Dr. White assured me that he had seen the 
volatile alkali used in above one hundred instances 
for the cure of the bite of poisonous serpeuLs, and 
always with success. 

It was dark before 1 set off for tlie bridge, ac¬ 
companied by Major Symotw, who to tlie last con¬ 
tinued his kindness iii acting as my interpreter. 
All the workmen had been detained, an/ were 
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pretend in g to work away most merrily by the 
glare of thousands of flambeaus^ which were 
lighted Id an instant, and by the broad gleams 
that they threw on the rude pillars, had a much 
more beautiful effect than the full brightness of 
day. The river was so low that it was j>assable 
on foot. 1 seated myself with Narsjtigrow 
on some large stones, and continued for some 
time to admire the scetie, which \ias enlivened 
by tbousatids of spectators, breaking tJie still 
gloom around us by their white dresses, moving 
' in every direction. The bridge is a singular 
^ work, and is constructed like that of which 
Itfr, Salt saw the ruins at Sevasummoodra, so 

I tliat in the practice of bridge^huildiiig there lias 
been no improvement for these three hundred 
years. It is constructed of pillars about eighteen 
■ feet high, by from two to three feet square. Of 
taese there are three rows of sixty-seven each, 
^unk in the solid rock, ten feet from eacli other, 
.imt united at top, anrl made steady by large stones 
|laid flat and close together, on which is laid the 
r gravel. These large stones are all raised by ma¬ 
nual labour, without any mechanical assistance, 
wriicb renders it a work of time. The expence 
has already amounted to ten thousand pagodas, 
and will probably cost as much more, for the up¬ 
right stones are not all com pleted. They expectra 
however, to have this done before the next rains, 
when it might be continued without interruption 
Purneah has been at the whole ex pence, as he 
says, to show the Hajah's wish to accommodate 
the English garrison, to whom it will certainly be 
a very great convenience in the rains, wlien a 
communication with the northern bank was almost 
impossible. To the southward there was an old 
bndge on a similar construction, a part of which 
answered as an aqueduct. 
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Hyder Hyssein Kban, tbe eldest of Tippoo’s 
nepbews, attended to take leave. 1 enquired after 
his brother; he replied, lie was unwell at homei^ 
or he would have waited on me; but the pro* 
babiJity was, that he had no horse. At eight I 
took leave of uiy friends, and accompanied by 
Mr, Salt set off for Mangalore, 

The road was extremely rough, and before I 
reached Chirconally, whicli was my first stage of 
five miles' the bearers had fallen several times, 
though they took three hours to perform it Their 
successors were more careful, or the road was 
better, for I slept soundly the rest of tiie night 
I reached Keekary by seven in the morning; 
distant, according to an account sent me by Pur- 
neah, fifteen miles from Chirconally, The town 
is small, and has a mud fort, which 1 did not 
enter. In an open space near, was a small pagoda, 
under the shade of which 1 received the usual 
presents from the chief man of the town, and 
took my breakfast At eight we set off, passing 
one very large lank. The country was finely un¬ 
dulated, but cultivation had taken place only in 
the valleys, where numerous tanks secured a con¬ 
stant supply of water, 'J'he Elate sylvestris, and 
Phnenixa faunifer of Roxburgh, were in great 
abundance. At a distance many hills were to be 
seen. 1 reached Chinraypatam, a stage of fifteen 
miles, by tn'o o*clock. At a small distance from 
it 1 was met by the AumiL and Killadar, with the 
usual presents, of fruit, sugar cane, and a proAi- 
sion of cocoa-nut^ which 1 saw growing in abund¬ 
ance in the vicinity. The fortificatious of Chin* 
raypatam had been newly repaired. It hcis a 
glacis, ditch, and walls, well built of stone, and 
round towers and bastions, with embrasures for 
cannon, but 1 could not perceive that any were 
mounted. 
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My bearers from this place were so bad, that 
after going five miles in three hours, they were 
unable to proceed. I therefore stopped and dined 
in a very beautiful country, near a village that 
had a mud watt, and at one extremity a cavalier 
Here were tvvo considerable tanks, that kioked 
like natural lakes. Many rice fields were in the 
highest luxuriance, and near them groves of areca, 
banana, mangOi and cocoa-Dut trees. At a dis¬ 
tance were several lofty hills covered with jungle, 
that added much to the beauty of the landscape. 
1 had sent a messenger on to Gramah, to bring 
the bearers from tliat place to meet us; they ar¬ 
rived by six, and carried me witbin a mile of 
Hasana, a distance of nearly twelve miles, in 
three hours. Here I was met by the Aumil of 
the district, with fresh bearers; he was accompa' 
nied by the commander at Hasana, who presented 
such a profusion of fruit, that my palanquin would 
hardly contain it: they had a large body of peons 
and sepoys. The change of temperature in the 
course of this day was most remarkable. In my 
palanquin the thermometer at noon stood at yO", 
at sun-set it was fiO", at seven oclock 75° and in 
the course of the night at 64^ Attended by the 
chiefs, their troops^ drums, trumpets, and a crowd 
of natives, it was impossible to sleep till I had 
passed Hasana, when they took their leave. The 
town, as seen by the ligiit of tlieir torches, ap¬ 
peared to be strongly fortified. 

I awoke before sun-rise, and found myself on 
the bank of a small river, on the opposite side of 
which, several natives of little resjieclability were 
watting to receive me. They quitted the road, 
and escorted me over ploughed fields and ditches 
to Paliam, a picturesque little town, situated on a 
small ascent, witii a pagoda, and surrounded by 
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fine trees, where I arrived by seven. They con¬ 
ducted me to a choultry prepared for my recep¬ 
tion, cleared, and covered with white cloth ; but 
as tlie Biorning was already hot,^antl these places, 
being closed by walls on three sides, are close and 
unpleasant, I refused to eater, and directed them 
to go on, preferring to rest under some of the 
trees, on the outside of the town, where we pro- 
ceeded and break faster!. 

At eight o’clock we departed with a double com¬ 
pliment of bearers, who, from their aukwarrlness, 

I should suppose bad never before carried a palan¬ 
quin. Vegetation did not extend further than a 
veiy little distance from the town, when we began 
to apjiroacl^ the hills, whicli we had long seen, and 
to enter on a country always undulated, and fre¬ 
quently rising into lofty eminences. The jungle 
was very thick, and is said to be the haunt of ti¬ 
gers. That we might not he incommoded by 
these ferocious animals, Purneah had directed the 
grass to be set fire to on each side of the path, so 
that a regular black stripe of sevei aL hundred yards 
in breadth marked our ^vay. In some places the 
fire was not yet extiiiguisbed, but rose into smoke 
at a distance. The scenery im])roved consider¬ 
ably as wt advanced, The smaller hills before us, 
and in the foreground, were covered with large 
timber trees: the mountahis had their tops bare, 
but the lower part was shaded by' timber-trees and 
jungle; occasionally very large spaces were left 
open, which must, later in the spring, be covered 
with a brilliant verdure. At present tlie dry grass, 
which so easily takes fire, covers the whole coun¬ 
try, and adds to the savage ness of the scene. To 
the northward was a range of lofty blue mountains, 
rising one above the other, till they were lost in the 
ha^e. To the soutli vr'as a more cultivated couit' 
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VHth dcuched smaller hills, on one of which 
the wjndmg walls of a bill-fort were visible. 

c rested here for a little time to refresli our 
b^rere, who were exhausted with the heat, and to 
give Mr. Salt an opportunity to take a sketch of 
the scenery, which was finer than any thing I liad 
yet beheld in India. Herefordshire, with the dis¬ 
tant view of the Welsh mountains, may he ho» 
nour^ by being in some degree compared to it. 
W e had ascended to this ^oint, but now began gra¬ 
dually to descend by a winding path, so rocky as 
much to liicoromode tlie bearers, who on coming 
Up svlth the men that had been employed by Pur- 
ueah to clear the way for us, obligetl them to assist 
JO carrj'ing the palanquins. As 1 approached Oos- 
cottah the timber-trees were much larger, and cuU 
tivation again appeared. It is a neat little town 
separated by a valley from a fort which seems 
strong, and is well placed, liavlng no hill near it. 
Here, as in every other part of the Mysore, the 
small rivulet has been turned into a tank by a lofty 
mound carried across the valley. These works, of 
great labour and infinite utility, do honour to the 
ancient princes of the country, by whom they were 
formed. ^ ITie bigotry of 'Ilppoo bad destroyed 
many, which had their origin in the useful zeal of 
the Hindoos for their deities ; but Furneah is ra- 
nidiy repairing these national injuries, and will, I 
have no doubt, raise the country to its former pros¬ 
perity. We did not reach this place till three 
o'clock. It is said to be fourteen miles from 
Paliain. The chief man of the place, as usual, 
brought me fruit, and procured whatever else I 
rei^ired. 

Tliis was the last place from which the bearers 
of the Rajah of Mysore were to convey me; but to 
avoid any mistake I had written to Mr-Ravenshaw, 
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the Collector of Canara, to station bearers from 
this place, hence to Mangalore: they were not 
however arrived j I therefore set off at six. o clock, 
with the Rajah’s boys. The ascents and descents 
were so fre<juent and steep, that 1 was kept 
in continual alarm. Before it was quite dark i 
reached the banks of a river, on the other side 
of which was a large assembly of people. On 
passing 1 was received by a most respectable 
man, the Aumil of the district, attended by seve¬ 
ral other natives, apparently of consequence. 
His nazurof truit was^the most plentiful 1 bad yet 
received, and, in addition to the usual articles, con¬ 
sisted of walnuts and pineapples. He was very 
well mounted and armed, and showed me, with 
great appearance of satbfaction, a certificate of Co¬ 
lonel Stevenson, that he had been most active ami 
useful in the suppressing of Dundeah's rebtllnm : I 
regret that 1 forgot his name. He attended for 
some distance, and on departure left a large guard 
of sepoys to protect me. Here 1 was rejoiced to 
meet the bearers from Mangalore, As we advanced 
the scenery became more wild, and the road so ua- 
even, that though the bearers were excellent, tlrey 
were frequently obliged to rest themselves, for we 
were now entering the defiles of the chain of nioun- 
tains that separates the table-land of Mysore from 
the low country of Canara and Malabar. It was 
two o'clock in the morning when we reached Ptir- 
neah Chuttoor, a distance of twenty miles. This 
place is at the snminit of the Bessely Gaut, the 
most southern of the whole. 

At three in the morning 1 began to <lescend this 
celebrated Gaut. The road has been formed with 
great labour nut of a bed of loose rock, over which 
the torrents in winter iiad run with such force as 
to wash away all the aofter parts, and in several 
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p aces to lea^-e single rocks, of four or five feet 
diameter, standing in ihc centre of the road not 
above two feet asunder. To get the palanquin over 
these was a tedious and difficult business iVwever 
It escaMd uninjured. The boys were obliged to 

Wiemselies from being thrown forward hy the 
Si pa auquin. though I walked the 

ihi ! ^ to relieve them, but to admire 

the sublimity of the scene. We had entered a fo¬ 
rest of the largest trees of the East, several of 
which were one hundred feet hi the stem before a 

sli?! irri’ yet the descent was so 

steep, that I was frequently on a level with their 
tops at sosniall a distance, as to be able to distin¬ 
guish them by the gleam of the numerous torches 
which accompanied roe, but which were insufficient 
to enlighten the impenetrable canopy of foliage 
that for miles concealed the face of heaven, or the 
deep gloom of the abyss into which we seemed to 
be descending In the day time the scene could 
not ha\ e been half so awfiil or magnificent. Pur- 
neah had continued his attentions to us, by an en¬ 
deavour to repair the worst part of the road; had 
nothing been done, I know not how we should 
have ever passed it. General AVdlesley made the 
*^*^1 ^ g^d ; but the descent was so sleep, 

and the torrents so violent, that one rainy season 
reduced It to the state in which 1 found it Our 
descent was impeded by meeting with numerous 
droves of oxen which were ascending the Gant 
loaded with salt, having carried down grain to 
Alangalore. towards day I came to a turn in the 
joatl wdiere an opening showed me the lofty moun- 
‘ descending, covered with forest 
l-v . passed several rivu- 

s, here they had joined and formed a small 
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Uream. On Mr. Salt’s joiiung me at Mangalore, 
who for want of bearers bad been obUged to keep 
one stage in the rear, I was happy to find that this 
scene had so struck him from its magnificence, that 
he had taken a drawing of it. 

I was now able to perceive the rich vegetation 
around me, and wliicb immediately struck me with 
surprise, from its resemblance to that of Ceylon, 
The branches of the loftiest trees were covered 
by tbe parasitical tribe; tbe Epldendrons and Fi- 
lices were various and beautiful; but tlie most 
conspicuous was the Dracontiuin pcrtuaum, which 
perfectly covered the gigantic stem of the_Ficus 
bengalensis with its leaves. The Laurus cassia was 
amongst the underwootl; and the side of the road 
was beautified by several species of Justicia. I fre¬ 
quently stopped to wander a little from tbe road to 
collect seeds, in which I was very succepful. I 
passed a small village in the centre of this iiumense 
forest, where the inhabitants were threshing their 
grain in a truly patriarchal manner; on a floor of 
Sard earth the grain was trodden by oxen, whicii, 
according to theMosaical law, were left unmuzzled. 

About eight 1 got to a small building which had 
been erected for my use, and was shaded by leaves 
of the cocoa-nut tree: It was only four coss from 
the last stage. Near my resting-place was a small 
pagoda, the Brahmins of wliicb came to pay their 
compliments, and presented a nazur of fruit, milk, 
and some very tolerable sweetmeats ; in return for 
which I made a small present to the deity. I 
waited here an hour and a half to rest my bearers, 
and to breakfast As we advanced we left the 
dose finest behind us, and had frequent openings 
of lawn and cultivated country, A small river ran 
on our left, and beyond were the hills, covered 
with tinnb;:r to tbe summit Towards tbe north 
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thecliain of blue inou q tains was agam mible I 
was delighted w\th the scenerjr* and frequently 
stopped to admire itj and collect seeds, though the 
thermometer at this time stood at 93 *, As we ap¬ 
proached Ctirrup. the timber trees gave place to 
jungle, and cultivated tracts were much more fre¬ 
quent I arrived there at half past three, having 
^en above twelve hours coming uineleen miles. 

, fof permission to return, 

which 1 immediately granted: they then wished 
tor some coolej^s, for what purpose I cannot even 
coiyecture, unless it was to ease them of the 
vveight of their muskets; but this I most; posi¬ 
tively refosed, and they departed much dissatisfied. 
1 suid here till six, when Mr. Kavenshaw’s peons 
jyrived, bringing with them fresh bearers. These 
did not go iveli, and in consequence I did not get 
to Ooperungeri till three o’clock, a distance of only 
sixteen miles. •' 

I awoke at day break and found myself on the 
banks of the Nctravati, which having been joined 
by the Cumardari, was of vcryconsiderabJe dimen- 
sjons, though the stream was now low, In the 
rainy season this river is sufficiently deep to float 
down to Mangalore the enormous teak, and other 
species of timber trees, that are felled in the 
forests of the mountains that I had passed. On 
ascending a steep hill, I had a very nne view of 
the river winding through a rich countjy qf inter¬ 
mingled wood and cultivation. Tlie Borassus fla- 
belliformis was common; the cocoa nut trCfe only 
to be found close to tJie villages. The country 
not picturesque, from the hills being divided 
into terraces for the purposes qf cultivation,* but 
the appearance of general prosperity folly compen¬ 
sated for lheditniuution of beauty. At ten having 
gone a stage of sixteen mites, I reached Buutwall, 
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a very large open to«Ti, with a great number of 
mud houses. 1 was met at the entrance by 
the Aumil, a pleasing man, who copilucted me 
throngh a very long street to his habitation. The 
front of every house was crowded as 1 passed, 
and across the street were suspended festoons of 
white cloth. The area of the Aumil's house 
had been covered in, so as to render it cool and 
pleasant. I entered in my palanquin to avoid the 
crowd, and was conducted to an elevated verandah 
on one side, which was covered with white cloth, 
and had cushions. Tire Aumil himself offered the 
usual nazuT of fruit, and then presented to me the 
chief inhabitants of the town, who each in their 
turn laid cocoa-nuts at my feet; amongst these I 
for the first time observed some of the variety 
called Sultanie, from their supposed superior merit. 
They are larger, and their outsides of a brilliant 
orange. The pine-apples were excellent, The 
Aumil informed me that Buatwall is now very 
flourishing from being the chief mart of the trade 
carried on between Mysore and Canara. 1 saw 
myself a great number of horses in the street, 
which were going up to mount the cavalry at 
Madras, The inhabitants are chiefly Brahmin^ 
but of an inferior class. 

At eleven I set off on my last stage of seven¬ 
teen miles to Mangalore, The country was very 
uneven, though the road was good, being a perfect 
pavement of large stones : every valley was culti¬ 
vated. At length, on ascending a steep hill, I 
had the satisfitction of beholding the river of 
Mangalore, a noble expanse of water, and the sea 
beyond it. Here I first found the brick stone, a 
substance winch, before it is dug op, is sufficiently 
soft to be cut into any shape, but when exposal 
to the air becomes as hard as stone. It resembles 
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brick in its appearanccj but Is more porous, it la 
much used for building houses, and even bridges 
have been formed of it, which stand perfectly weil. 
At three o’clock filr. Ilavenshaw’s own bearers met 
me at a small mosque and Mussulmaun burying 
place, from wliicli the desccftt to the town com¬ 
mences. On approacliing it I was met by all Mr. 
Ravenshaw’s peons, and soon afterwards by him¬ 
self, who kindly conducted me to some large tents 
pitched in his garden for my reception, where I 
fbuEtd a guard of sepoys, placed for my protection, 
by the commanding officer of tlie troops. 

Mangalore was the only sea-port in the terri¬ 
tories of Tippoo, and was accordingly much va¬ 
lued by him, although it had only sufficient depth 
of water on the bar for small vessels. He however 
contrived to get over it ships of Jive liundred tons, 
which he harl ouilt chiefly for the purpose of collect¬ 
ing his revenue from the numerous tributary Rajahs 
who lived along the coast, and who accumulated 
large sums by piracy. 'Z’Jie harbour itself is deep, 
and of considerable extent: the bar operates as a 
protection to the numerous coast!ng-vessels, that 
now carry on the rapidly increasing trade of the 
Mysore and Canara. No place has had more reason 
to rejoice at the change of masters than Manga¬ 
lore, for trade is tenfold what it was under the 
IMussulmaun government. At present 1 under¬ 
stand from Mr. Kavensliaw, that the exports 
amount to eleven lacs of rupees ]>er annum, of 
which rice alone yields nine lacs, bearing a duty of 
ten per cent, without any detriment to the culti¬ 
vator; and probably as Mysore encreases in pros¬ 
perity, the produce will be much greater. The 
imports consist chiefly of cloths from Surat and 
its viciility; horses to mount the Company’s oa- 
vairy at Madras; a few drugs from Arabia; sugar. 
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and A coLisldenible quantity of $a]tj for although 
Canara produces a sulficiency for its own con- 
sump lion, it can hy no means supply the vast 
demand of the table-laud without importation. 
The very great balance in favour of Mangalore is 
paid in specie. 

Two rivers, that take their rise in the hills, here 
enter tlie sea, the one from the north, tiie other 
from the south, which bring dow'ti in the rainy 
season the lofty timber that has been felled during 
the dry season, and conveyed by great exertions 
to their banks. I saw some spars that were 
ninety ftet long, and a quantity of timber well 
adapted for naval purposes, which Admiral Rainier 
had directed to be sent to the dock-yard at 
Bombajr. It is extremely unfortunate tiiat the 
bar, which has at present only ten feet water 03 
it, prevents Mangalore from becoming a naval 
Station, for which it is so well adapted, by the 
extensive supply of timber, the fertility of the 
country around it, and the salubrity of the climate. 
Here -are the magaaines for the sandal-wood, 
which grows ou the Mysore hills, and of which 
the India Company have a monopoly from the 
Rajah. ^ The quantity and the price of it are very 
uncertain, varj'ing according to the size of tlie 
stick, wdilch is sometimes in diamieter only three 
inclies, and rarely exceeds a fool It is cut into 
logs of four feet long by the axe ; were it done 
with a saw, the saving would be very considera¬ 
ble ; but jt is difficult to persuade an Indian to 
change his instruments. The sandal is chieflv 
exported to China, y, here it is burnt by the Chi¬ 
nese on certain festivals before the images of their 
ancestors. 

Fortunately for the province of Canara, it has 
had able and liberal men to govern it, since it fell 
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under tlic British Government In 17591 too much 
praise cannot be given to ilajor Monro, who first 
formetJ its chi I arrangements, or to Mr. Raven- 
shaw, wiio succeedefl him. In fact, it is impos¬ 
sible for a province to be in a more flourishing 
state; and I must, in a great degree, attribute this 
to the total absence of Zemindars, the occupier 
holding the land under Government, without any 
intennediate tenant, and paying what may 
considered as the value of a ijuartcr of tiie produce. 
No man hoUls an estate of more than the annual 
value of five hundred pagodas. The revenue is 
collected by native officers, without the necessity 
of calling in the military to reduce refractory 
chiefs to obedience; the laws are strictly enforced, 
but are never used as Instruments of oppression : 
culti^'ation is rapidly extending itself; the inha¬ 
bitants are conteuted, and increasing in riches ; 
the Government is undisturbed by tumults, and 
yearly receiving an additional revenue. How dif¬ 
ferent has been the stale of the province of Ma¬ 
labar, whici) lias naturally equal advantages, from 
the moment we received it to the present day ! 

Tippoo had, during his reign, driven the Zamo- 
rin an<l the Nairu Rajahs from Malabar, as com- 
pletelj as from Canara, and they were wandering 
in distress among the jungles, when the former 
province was cetled to Lord Cornwallis. Unfor¬ 
tunately his Lorilship was impressed with the idea, 
that it was advisable to have large landholders, 
and that the Nairns were an amiable race, who had 
been cruelly oppressed; Mr. Duncan was there¬ 
fore sent down to restore the Zamorin and Nairn 
Rajahs to the privileges they had held prior to the 
Mussulmauu conquest, but at the same time to 
establish British courts of judicature, where causes 
were to be decided according to British laws. The 
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Rajahs, agreeably siirpriacfl by the suTnmons, came 
back immediately; they understood wliat it was 
to be princes, but bad no idea of British courts of 
judicature, and accordingly became indignant 
when these attempted to controul them. Had the 
serv'ants of thd India Company acted with firm¬ 
ness, united with gentleness, tranquillity might 
have been preserved: but some of these gentlemen 
seem to have thought only of making rapid for¬ 
tunes, whilst others gave way to all the violence 
of their passions, anti acted unjustifiably towards 
the Nairns. The Cottiote Rajah at length broke 
into open rebellion, in consequence of one of his 
chief servants having been seized and flogged 
before bis face; having before bad several disputes 
with the Government, respecting the payment of 
a tribute for Wynaad. 

The Bombay Government now detemnned on 
an arrangement, which ought to have been originally 
proposed to the Rajahs, to give them handsome 
pensions, but no civil power. Tills was earned 
into effect with all of them, except the chief of 
Cottiote, who still continues in open rebellion, 
and defies the British power. Colonel Stevenson 
chased him from jungle to jungle with such cele¬ 
rity, that he frequently reached the spot where he 
had just taken his miserable meal; but without 
any final success. The Rajah keeps the w'hole 
country in alarm, and even extends nis incursions 
to the viciniiy of Tellicherry, winch he lately 
entered, and burnt several houses. His cause is 
by no means unpopular, for two of his nephews, 
■who bad been taken prisoners, not only escaped 
from Cannanore, where they were confined, but 
induced their guard of sepoys to desert with them. 
Tlie loss wbi^ the Company have sustaineil in 
officers and men, during this insignificant warfare, 
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hu probably been greater tlian In the war with 
Tippoo; and I doubt whether they have yet re¬ 
ceived any revenue from the fertUe province of 
Malabar, As the iniacoDduct of their servants 
has been acknowledged, by the legal prosecutions 
which have been carried on against them, I think 
the Government ought to behold the rebeliion of 
the Cottiote lUjah without resentmeat, and should 
use gentle meatss to recall him to his duty. Had 
men like Colonel Monro and Mr, Ravenshaw been 
employed in Malabar, I have no doubt that the 
disturbanees would have been prevented; and 
were their principles to be now adopted, I feel 
coniident that tranquillity would be restored, and 
that the Company would shortly receive an ample 
revenue, instead of being obliged to sacrifice their 
troops in a dangerous and useless warfare. 


APPENDIX, 




1 - 




7*'' 




v4>'»^^,v-. .%i_ter «(■ 


/-'A, .'?. 


/J 

v;a,^' ' ■ 




V * 

y 

I ■ 
^•-. 


'' 


'v‘'X- 

: ■ t'. 


., rr 


Ij 




I, '■ ■ . ' t^‘’'v*'WW 

;V; .X:luVKi‘4<L#/j^t 


■■ W' . 

M 

J « 



<1 


■ • ‘t*r 


. . ^' £ ■ * 


, 

» 


^h. 






[ ] 


APPENDIX. 


No* I. 

AccODSiT of iliB PoPi:i..vTiox of the C[TY of Ben’abes in 
tbc year IROI, referred to in page tn: 

The total number of dwcUirg-houscs m the city of 
Benares is reckoned at 29/J35, «liicb are estimated to 
contain 582,625 inhabitants, at the folioiving aterage for 
eacli cliiss af building- 

Housed of brick and stone. 

1 st class of one story high - 500 - - 15 - l.^CO 

2d class of two ditto - ^ 5,500 - 
3d class of three ditto - - 3,600 - 
4th class of four ditto - 
5th class of five ditto - 
6th class of siJt ditto - - - 300 
Houses of mud with tiled roofs. 


2d class of two ditto - - 

Huts composed of straw and 
tiles - - - - - 

Garden-houses 
firid and stone - - - 

Tiled roofs - » - - - 


20 -llOjOOO 
25 _ 90,000 
1,500 - - 40 - 60,000 
755 - - 100 15,500 

150 - 45,000 


6,076 - - - 

15 - 91,1*0 

1,335 - - - 

4 - 5,300 

1 

-I 

4; 

i 

10 - 7f(0 

^ 101 - - 

5 - 505 

29,935 

582,625 


Included in the above enumeration of bouses are 9,008 
tenements which adjoin to, and originally formed a part 
of than, but which arc now found to be separately oc- 
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cupted^ ind may be eousldered ss distinct habitations^ 
as will appear from the following detai] of di^^elling-houfes 
hiJiabited by the several descriptions^ casts, trades, and 
professions^ residing io the city of Benares, 

Avbvr wf 


Bnufo.. 

By Hindoos and Mahomedans of character! in the 
service of persons of rank, and of foreign states, 
vakeels, agents of Aumils, and agents In con¬ 
cerns of revenue and trade amd pensions - - 2,500 

Armed peons, Rajepoots, Birjbaussei and Maho- 
medans, - 2,000 

Hindoos and Mussulmauns, gomastahs in t]ie ser¬ 
vice of merchants and traders - - * * - ],5D0 
Hindoos of independent fortunes, who have from 
religiDns motives fixed their residence at Benares 2,ODQ 
Brabrains* subsisting by charitable contributions. 


though each has property of his own _ - - 1,500 
Hindoos and Mussulmauns, following the several 


oectipations ofkhidaiutgars, chobdars, elephant, 
camel, and hackery drivers, horse-breakers, 
grooms, sellers of grass, and mussalchoes, - , 2,500 

Manjees, and dandies, Hindoos, - « _ _ _ 307 

Physicians, Hindoos and Mussulmauns, . - - IID 

Masons, stnne-cntters, carpenters, and porters, 
both Hindoos and Mussulmauns, - - - - 2,153 

Bearers, Hindoos only, - 406 

Barbers, Hindoos and Mussulmauns, - _ _ _ 335 

Washermen, 5JS 

Timbrel players, sweepers of places of worship, 

and washers of dead bodies, Mahomedans, - * 10 

Minstrels, prostitutes, mountebanks, and dancing- 

women, - 2 b 0 

Hindoo students, and faquirs both Hindoos and 


^ Whfflevrr ftBj fxrfom of raok ewnm On pi^lfrimBEe to from t*** 

ibefr aisi^ul* dmi to mII tli# tbii ^ 

oennoM l ±4 arB^unlof reccinii^ «iBii juTC been ivClDI^ to tb* 
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Mussulmaunsj who li^^e in alms-bon&es,^ - ^ 
By merchants, shopteepera, tradeaiaen, deakrs, 
mechanics, handicrafts, and lahouTcrs, viz, 
Bankera, shroffif, and money-changers, Hindoos, 
Jewellers, Hiudoos, 

Goshoyns,* Hindoo merchants, . - - - - 
Wholesale dealers in doth, Hindoos, - - - - 
Sellers of small wares and toys, Mussulmauns, 

Wearers and caTp«t-jnakers,i- Mussulman ns, 

Wearers of gause and hincaub, Jacemen and silk- 
uien, Hindoos of die Rajepoot cast, - - - 

Venders of drugs and spices, Hindoos, - - - 

Broken, criers, dealers in doth by retail, hawkers 
and pedlars, Hindoos, w--.---- 
Dealcrs in grain, Hindoos, chiefly Rajepoots, 
Confectioners, Hindoos, - -- -- -- - 

T^Uees or oil man ufftcturcrs, Hindoos, - - - 

Vendera of oil by relad, Hindoos, . 

Selletsof pawn or tnmollees, Hindoos, - - - 

Silversmitbs and goldsmiths, ~ - 

Dyers, tomers, and makers of hooka snakes, Hin- 
doos and Mnssulmaails, 

TebMconista, Hindoos and Mussulmauns, - - 
Taylors and rufiboghurs, Hindoos and Mnisul- 
maiins, 

Platers of silver, and platers of tin, Hindoos and 
Mflssultnanns, - -- -- -- -- - 

Makers of bracelets, Hindoos and Mussulmauns, 


£j0 


8^20 

i$0 

500 

-168 

no 

3,080 

530 

5 60 

1,055 

i,etso 

500 

300 

50 

800 

561 

157 

600 

35S 

25 

73 


• Tli» Gd»H«|W cartT on * vmry twda It ■ wkuUled tint 

lti«* 500 aielhtisi I?’,®-*® 'S'Sm 

irri<*l of their cbejW* ftmU fpreign port* i» pti^mep. 3J,0M haTH been 
eOUflfed «t lb* tiiae of tlw dbULbuitkio of Ua* burtlbsr™. 
f At the eil*«»ioii of IIl«pas» 5.C1M cf tbi* cUh ef people b»te b«a 

U, B. ExeliaWe ef tha *bore rmidnil^ tlw nnflibw M pi^.eof timw 
ie the oitf. (naj be trten »» (*» thfroiutd Ob ceiUie HindrMp fceliTal* Uw 
biubIw of pfwmi msortLof le the city enotefe »U cakiiliiniii. 







APPENDIX-No, L 


410 

H qrataf 
HvHi. 

Matters of silk twist, Hindoos, ------ ^£6 

Brick-makons^ lirnc-burners, and potters or koo-i 
mar$, Hindoos and Mussulmaons, ^ . 8^5 

Labourers of all descriptions, Hindoos^ chiefly 
Kajepoots, - - 1,200 

Butchersj poulterers, fowlers, ajid fiahenuen^ Hin¬ 
doos wd Mahomedans^ « ^ ^ ^ ^ 0^4 

Bnkers and victualkrs, Mussulmanns^ - - - - 243 

Venders of spirituous liquors and intoxicating 

drugs, - , ^ ^ ^ - - - - - B0 

Sellers of paper and alcnaiiacks, Hindoos^ - » 'A 2 

Sellers of fireworks, MussuJmaiiu^^ ^ - 22 

Sellers of embroidered leadier aod cloihj sIlocs, 

and slippers, - - 150 

Dhomeflj chufiiarsj and sweepers, ----- 616 

Total 38,!J43 

In the ah ore detail are not included the following 
description of persons: 

The family and dependants of her Royal Highness 
the Begum, and of the Prince Mirza Khorum 
Bukt, calculated to consist of ^ ^ ^ - 

The family and dependants of the Prince Mirza 
Shegoofia Bukt - 

The dependants of Princess ichaunabadec - 

The dependants of the son of tlic late Nawab Dil 
Dilleer-Kbawn - -- -- -- -- - 

The dependants of the Rajah of Rypaul - - - 
The dependanii of Kajah Oodilnarainj residing 
in the city - 

The dependants of the wife of Gholatim Mohamed 
iChaw U- 9 m • - - 


1^000 

300 

125 

IDO 

1,000 

400 

150 


Total 3,075 
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The foltowing descriptions are also omiHei in the 
above detail* viz- 

Persons su ppo^d to get their IFvclibood by folrgey 40 
Persons supported by ^viii|!if folse cvideitee in 

courts of justice^ 4^0 

Receivers of stolen goods 50 

Persons supposed to live entirely by theft - - 200 

Notorious gamesters - ^ - - - - * - - ^ 

Persons wbo have been apprehended by courts of 
justice for theftj pUinishetl and reJeahed* and stUl 
on the toivn - 

Persons suspected of Khatia Juogec* for Baunkas* 4W 
Persons apprcbendi^ on charge of K liana Jongo 
by the conrts, punished aud released, and now 
iTi the city 100 

Dissolute and abandoned characters, possessing no 
ostensible means of subsistence, and supposed 
to be concerned in frauds, breaches of tlio 
peace, &C. - 200 

Total 


# The Ba^nkai are tirtTOf*, » cilkd f™ tie ™ive of tb^r 

iwvfdi^ 
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No. II. 

Le^eb /raw Seyo Ahmed Ai^ly Khan, Shems-hd- 
Dowlau, AjiiB-tJE-MtrLK, Zhlfucah Juno Rbh a h ap 
to Zommai/m Shah | rcfeiTed to in p. as. 

After the QsuaJ compUnieiils. 

From the beginning the decrees of Providence have 
BO ordered, that irhen the affairs of the world are ehaueed 
and m a rninous state, the Divine Greatness selects some 
one, particularJy favoured by heaven, assists liim, and 
extends hts power over the world, that manfcind may 
prosper by his jnst adoiinjstration. In these times, 
while disorder rears her head to the'shies, and reltgiooE, 
as well ^ worldly concerns, arc in the greatest confusion| 
the Almighty disposer of events has placed your illus^ 
trinns ^I^esty on the throne, lliat you may give peace 
to mankind and improve their condition. Considering 
your Majesty as the support and champion of the true 
faith, I am happy to offer my services in the most zea¬ 
lous manner, and rank myself among the propagators of 
our holy religion. Such is the desire of my heart, and 
my religious zeal, that I observe, and presume to repre¬ 
sent in an open and unreserved manner, the evils under 
which this country labours, and to state to your Majes^ 
my own wishes. However great were tOe obstacles to 
my submitting myself to your Maj^ty’s protectiou, I 
have at length fortunately surmounted them, and trust¬ 
ing to Providence, have dispatched this letter to your 
Majesty’s court by Sheik Alii of Amil, who will explaia 
fully all circumstances and contingencies relating to this 
country. I hope your Majesty will he pleased to hear 
him. 1 beg leave to observe, that owing to the imbecility 
of the House of Timour, and the contempt into which it 
has fallen of late years, the powerful have been weakened, 
and the weak become powerful; worthless unbelievers 
and ambitious villains have started up from every corner. 
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boldly conquered all tbc&e countries^ and e^tablLsbed 
therosekes here : *5 the poet observes ^ “ When the 
lions leave the plain the jachaJs become bold.” For these 
reasons, reli^on, which should be so highly prized, is 
here lost, and of no value j nothing of Islam ism remains 
hut the mere name* They have so stri pped and reduced 
the principal Mussulman ns, that they liave no resource j 
and are obliged implicitly to obey their orders. The 
Mussiilmauns are become vile and wretched; the honour 
of the great men la gone^ Christians seise and keep by 
force the daughters of Syeds and Mussulmanns. Under 
these circumstances, when we c-an no longer act openly^ 
it behoves us to esert ourselves secretly in the cause of 
religion^ 4f your Majesty's victorious standards shall 
be directed towards these parts for the estabiishment of 
religion, ond destruction of its enemieg, by God's as¬ 
sistance your Majesty will in a short time, and without 
any difficulty, conquer this country, and annihilate your 
enemies. Sheik Ally will state all these things particu¬ 
larly. I hope your Majesty will be graciously pleased to 
number me amoTig your attached slaves. 
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No. III. 

Account of the Stoned ihat fell from the Sty ou the 
20th DcccmbcT, Ilya, referred lo in p. UO. 
llelated by Cauzy Syud Hussein Ally. 

On (he 20 th of December 1733, (ought to be y) or 
27tli of Aghtiti 1306 Fussily, when four ghurries of tlie 
night had passed, a great meteor, which in the Hindoo 
language is called Loot, fell from the westward. It 
gave a great light, and breaking in the air, divided into 
several pieces. First, three reports like the firing of 
cannon were heard, afterwards many like the firing of 
musijiiets. At that time no one saw any tbiiig fail, but 
next morning, when the villagers went out of ih« village 
to take their canle to graze, and to watch their corn¬ 
fields, they saw piece* of stone which had fallen. The 
number of angles of the stones was from eight to three, 
and they weighed from five seer {about ten lbs.) to four 
pice (about a quarter of a pound). They bad fallen on 
the fallow and cbltivatcd fields out of the village, but not 
oil the house of any ooe ; whoever found tlieai carried 
them away. They fell on a space of one eoss {two 
miles) ill length in the villages Jewar, and Sccroreh, in 
the Vizier’s dominions, and in the villages Guddowlee, 
Cutthowlee, and Gopoulpoor, in Tuppeh Pissareh, In 
the Company’s territories. The stones were of a black 
colour, and a smell came from them like that of burnt 
gunpowder. Oo being broken they appeared internally 
like shining sand of a crumbling nature- 

Detail. 

(Whether of the number that fell, or of the number 
that were picked up is not mentioned.) 

In the lauds of the village Jewar, and the village 
Secrorcli, in the I'ergunnah Dcogaow, in the Nawaub 
Vtaicr’s dominions, five or six pieces of stone great and 
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snijill. In the bnds of the vilbigcs in the Tuppeh 
Pi&sareh^ iti the Pcrg^initah Herhkut^ under the jurisdic-i 
lion of tlip Juan poor Adaivlut, and the collectonihip of 
Baboo Naik Sing TehseeldaTj three pieces of stone^ viz, 
ill the village Guild ohv1oC| one ; in the viUage Cutlhowlee^ 
one j in the village Gopoulpoorj one. 

Relation of Sheo Dial Sing, Zemindar of the village 

Ciitthowlce, 

The fall of the meteor from the westn'ard with the illu- 
mitiadon^ the breaking of the nietcor in the air^ the 
noises like cannon and musquetry late in the evening of 
the day above mentioned, are true and correct. On the 
follondng morning aa 1 wa^ silting at my door, Bhool my 
ploughman brought me a piece of stone, weighing half a 
seer, of the colour and desenpdon aforesaid^ which he 
said had fallen in a fallow fields in the vilhiga before 
mentioned. 

Written by Sheo Dial, Zemindar of the village 
Cutthowlce,—The relation which is written is true. 

Witness, Bulwiint Sing. 

Witness, Jul Ninncrman Sing. 

Relation of Ugwunt Sing^ Zemindar of the village 

Guddowlce* 

The fall of the meteor, the illumination, and the noiECA 
as above described are true. The next day at twelve 
o'clock, I went to the said village, when kfjun, wateb- 
man, who resided tbere,. brought me a piec^ of stone 
weighing six chatta iik (about three quafters of a pound), 
which he said had fallen in the corn fields^ I Itkiked at it, 
and brought itbamc, and my elder brother, MonearSing, 
gave it to one of the Collector's Cbupeassies, who liad 
come in search of the stones* 

Wriiten by Ugwunt Sing, Zemmdar of the village Gud- 
dowlee.—The relation is true* Witness Duswimt Sing, 
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Relationof Bejoo Siog^ZemindaT of the village GopouZpoor^ 

We were alarmed by the fail of the meteor^ the illumi- 
laation and ibe ndise^ above mentioned^ Nest morning 
I went out of the village with some other men, in order 
to search for the stones^ We saw the pieces of stone 
brought bj Bhpol the ptoughrnan, ainl Ujim the wateh- 
mau; we looked about for otber pieces, and in the 
fallow land of the village Purtaubpoor^ we found one 
which weighed something less than one half of a &eer 
(about one lb.) At this time several persous were 
coming from tlie quarter of Seororeb and Jewsri and 
from what tlicy said, it appeared that many pieces of 
stone of the above description had fallen in these vilbges, 
in the fallow and cnldvajted fields^ and were carried an'ay 
by those who found them. 

Written by Bejoo Sing, Zemindar of the viU^e 
Gopontpour^'^The relation which is written is true. 

Kelation of Bbool, Ploughman, inhabitant of the village 

of Cntthowlee. 

At sun-rise I went out of the village, taking mj 
plough on my back to plough a field for sugar-cane. 
Near that field 1 saw a piece of stone lying on fallow 
laud; 1 was surprised, and taking it up, 1 brought it 
away j T carried it to Sheo Dial to aliow it to him ; he 
took it from me and kept it, saying he would shew jt to 
every body* 

(Signed) Written by Bbool, Ploughman, the relation 
which is written is true* 

Relation of tJjnn, Watchman, inhahi taut of the village of 

Guddoivlee. 

As 1 went out of the village to look at the rubby crop, 

I observed at the edge of the field of barley about a 
cubit's space of the grain beaten down. I entered the 
field, anti there found a black piece of stone. It ap¬ 
peared to me, that by the force of tills stone the stalks of 
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the corn had been broken, I brought this ctooe away# 
and kept It, when Ugwunt Sing coming to iny village, I 
gave it to him- 

(Signed) Written bj Ujun, Watchaian, The relation 
which I have caused to be written ia true. 

Written ISth Beptekberj Hyl. (ought to be S*) 

(Signed) 

Wtness, Muniar Sing* 

Ditto, Hur Dial. 
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No IV, 

A jfiort Account of the Ohio in and Puhposes of the re- 
iig ions buildings in called Imaum-bauhah ; 

referred to in p. 

The history of the successors of Mohamme<!| recorded 
by veriDiis iTTitersboth Oriental and European^ comprises 
a detail of the misfortunes that pursued his dcsecndaiitS;i 
and terminated in the death of bis grandson Imaiim 
Hosein, in the celebrated field of Kerbullaw^ and the 
consc<]ucDt transfer of his dominions to a foreign branch. 
It is to commemorate the death of the Imauias^ or 
Pontiffi*^ descendants of Mohammed, and particularly 
Imuam Hassan and 1 man m Hose in ^ grandsons of Moham¬ 
med by bis daughter Fatima and his cousin Alli^ who are 
all considered as martyrs, that the edifices called Imaum* 
baurah^^ are erected. 

After the death of lilohammcd, notivithstanding the 
high pretenstons of Alii, his cousin and son-in-law, the 
choice of his successor fell upon Abboo-Buiker; nor was 
it till after the three successive reigns of AbboolBukkerj 
Omar, and Othman^ that the Califat (Khilaufut) reverted 
to the line of Mohammed in the person of Alii. It was 
this order of succession that occabiioiicd the existing divi¬ 
sion of the whole Mussulmaun tribe into two distinct, and, 
with respect to each other, intolerant classes, the Sheeas, 
and the Soonnccs j the former considering Abboo-Bukker* 
Omar, and Othman, as usurpers, to the prejudice of the 
rights of Alii, whom they bold in a degree of respect 
bordering upon adoration j and the latter maintaining the 
superior title of those three Caliphs, both as Princes and 
as PontiffsK It is therefore among the Shecas only that 
the fate of AlU and his offspring b commemorated. 

The feeble administration of Othman^ which ter¬ 
minated in his assassination^ had encouraged numerous 
insurrections,, which his successor Alii was employed in 
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quelling, when hLa attention and hi^ arm^ were atti^eted 
by a more formidable adversary j Mnveeyahj the Gover¬ 
nor of Syria^ who bad assumed the tide of CaUph, and 
who aftpr a long and obstinate contcsi,* wbicb ceased 
tvith the murder of Alii, and the voluntary abdication of 
his eldest son Hassan^ succeeded to the throne^ His son 
and sucoassor Yezeed, jealous of the su^rior title of 
Hassan^ who bad retired to Medina, instructed the Gover¬ 
nor of that place to pnt him to death ; and he tvss ac¬ 
cordingly carried off, (as the Mohainmedans relate) by 
pounded diamonds infused into his beverage through the 
treachery of his wifci The remaiiiingson of Alii, IToscini, 
encouraged to assert his title by information secretly coUi^ 
veyed to him, that a numeroits body oi Mu^sclmauns at 
Cufa were prepared to support bps cause, and would Join 
him on his approach, unadvisedly repaired with such 
followers as he could collect, to that city» But this was 
a stratagem on the part of Yesteed for tlie destruction; of 
his rival; who, “^ere reaching the plain ot Kerbullaw, was 
surrounded and attacked by the troops of the usurper, 
and with the enthusiastic order of self devoted martyrs, 
Hosien and all bis family maintained the combat, untU 
every individual (one of his sons excepted) perished bj 
the sword. The gircumstances of thiri tragical event, in 
themselves not unaiTecting, are particularly calculated, 
with the aid of bigotry, to excite the fury of religtona 
indignation, and they are worked up by the Sbcea vota¬ 
ries of Mohammed with much ingenuity and great effect. 

The above event oecunring on the tetidi day of the 
month of Mohijmim, the first tenr days of that month 
have, through the enthusiasm of the followers of Alii, 
been devoted to bmentation, for the martyrdom of him 
and his descendants j but it is in Hindostan only that 
edifices have becu erected for the express purpose, as 

t Tb« jwwM of AlllttiiTtiiEUif! contntp in whTcli il u ukl be *u 
In iTOnly-tw& ballWr dlsJ Hie mosk in wlhicb tw tou^bl^ cbtaiiwrl him Ihe h|k 
ptllitini of tbc Li?on of Qod sad contributed tqiullj *ith bti iUiutrfom 
dwicnt to Ita Ttnefit^ in wbicb hff ^ beW bf bii moddriL TBCarim. 

E E 3 
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indeed the etymology of their name shew^i the word 
** Iniaum’* beh^g Arabic, and tlit tvord ** baurah” a house 
in the Hindostan language. At these places the people, 
for the most part clothed in green^ or blackj as mouriiingp 
assemble the first ten nights of the month of Mohiirruntf 
to hear read from the pidpit the tragical history of tha 
martyrdom of Hassail and Hosienp to which is added that 
of the other saints. The relation is heightened by cir¬ 
cumstances of languagep gesture and delivery that are 
calculated to excUe emoUoti in the breasts of the bearers ; 
but it seems to inspire them with fury and indignation 
rather than sorrow, and prompts them to a spirit of 
Tcvengt, which not nnfrequently finds its object in the 
votaries of aciotber persuasion* and particularly in the 
followers of the Soonnee doctrines. At the interrals of 
die relation^ the tnore enthusiastic of the assembly beat 
their breasts with violence * calling at erery blow alter¬ 
nately upon the names of Hassan and Hosien, while 
others content themselves with the mere motion and the 
repetition of the names^ 

The scene of these Tam entat ions however is by no 
means confined to the fmaiuD-baurahs; assemblies are 
held in many private houses, aiid other places where the 
martyrdom of the Imaums is recited in verse or prose; 
and parties of the mourners, infiamed cither by those 
readings, or by the working of ihctr own imaginations,, 
parade the streets with the most frantic demonstrations of 
grief, and being for the most part armed^ it is often dan^ 
gerous to meet them under Uie infiueuce of their religious 
frensty. 

Portable tombs or colbns richly ornamented with gild¬ 
ing Olid with variotis standards, indicating the field cf 
battlej are also plitccd in the Imaum-baurah^ during the 
term of mourning, and are carried tii procession on the 
morning of the Uuith day to some spot at a distance^ 
where, in imitation of the sepulture of tlic Imaums^ 
flowee^ taken from these coffins are deposited in ths 
ground^ and thiE closes the maurning^ 
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The Ijnaum-ba«raha are of no determinate form or 
ske j that at Luctnoiv b magnificent and eatensiv'e. 
The principal haU is about one hundred and seventy fee^ 
in lengrhi bj about sixty in breadth i and in the Mohur- 
rum^ the late Nawaub VLzer Assof-ud-Dowlah used to 
suspend lustres in rows^ as close as their size would admit, 
the whole tenglti of the chainher« There is behiEid it 
another ehamber of equal lengthy but narroweri and at 
each end is a chamber about sixty fet't square^ surmount¬ 
ed by an elegant dome ^ and these const it ate the body of 
the Imauai-baurah, which is the farthest back in the 
building. The buildings in front are fe^^des, with gate¬ 
ways leading to the principal building. The mosque on 
the right side, of which a ropresentatiou is given in one 
of Mr. Salt's larger views, belongs to and is connected 
with the Iinanm-baurah, although such buildings do not 
require that mosques should be attached to thent. 
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No. V. 

Account of ibt Saint of MucunpOrEi m referred to id 

ip* 162 . 

Htr^RUT Syed Buddiudeen Kotbiil Muddtnr, tfie bless¬ 
ing of God be upon him ! son of Syed AUie, (inhabitant 
of Helub) son of Syed Bnbawoodeen, son of Syed Zn- 
bftcruddeen^ son of Syed Ahmiid, son of Syed Mahomed, 
son of Syed Ismael, soia of Emati Jafer SadLek, son of 
Ecnan Maboined Backer^ son of Zoiiiet Abedeen^ son of 
ZmaT Ho^ein^ the son of Ameer-ul-Momiiueen, Alii; 
blessings of God be upon hiin ! hfuddar born at 
Helub, in the year 4*2 of the Hejira, in the Reign of 
Sultaun Maumoon Rtisheed Abas^e; and when one hun¬ 
dred years old he went on a pilgrimage to Mecca and 
Medina, and paid his necessary respects, and perFormed 
bis ceremonies there, and then was permitted by Mahom^ 
ed to Babesdum, (which is a kind of prayer by stopping 
ibe breath.) In the time of Sultan Ebraham Sherkoy, he 
was ordered by Mahomed to reside at Muckunpore ; this 
Muckuppore was deserted on account of an evil geniug 
called Mqckna Dco-Muddar ivent to that place, confined 
the genius,^ and caused the place to be inhabited, and 
called it Muckunpore, which name it still retains. The 
prophet spent his lime in religious exercises ^ he had 
also the power of performing miracles, which being pub¬ 
lished throughout Hindostan, people from all parts came 
to visit hioip He had fourteen hundred and forty-two 
sons, amongst tliem three who were born of one mother- 
The first Kaja Shah Argcon, the second Kha Shah Fun^ 
aoor, and the third Kha Shah Toyfoor, (the blessings of 
God be upon ihciu ! who also resided at Muck on pore. 
Of other sons, Khaja Jaunmun resided at Hilsa, near 
Azimabad, Kha Muzher at Maliawer, Kha Mahiuond at 
Kuntoor, near Lucknow, Baba Cupoor at Goaliar, Kha 
Shehabudden Dowietabadee at Bara Canoo near Nihob 
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Gunge, and tbe test in difFercnt places. In the Hejira 
837 j on the 7th of Jemaiiral Awael^ he left thi^ world for 
the abode of the prophet; and on aocoiint of his great 
fame, religion, end power to perform wonders, the an^ 
niversary of his death has since that tiine been celebrated 
by a meeting at Muchunpore. Tbe age of the prophet 
was three hundred and amEty-fire years, nine months, 
and twenty-six days, and from his death to this time is 
about tliree hundred and eighty years. The place of 
rouzah, or tomb^ was built by Sultan Ebrshim SberLey, 
Colonel Stewart adds, that tlteir liiatory says he wa$ 
wrecked in ibe Eed Sea, and with eleven others got on a 
plank i they were lost but he escaped, and on coming to 
shore found ait old man, who was the Indiai] Keptune, 
and beyond Maimed. 
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No. VI. 

TkEATY offered to the Candian CooiiTt by GE^iaAi 
MacdowaLj ai referred to in p. 

A TREATY of firni and perpetual Atliance and Friendships 
bctw^eeii His Britannick Majesty and the Honaurable 
United eornpany of Merchants of Enj^land trading to 
the Ea-^t fndiess on the one part, and the King of Candy 
and the Nobles of His Coart on the other; offered on 
the part of HU said Britan nick Majesty by His Excel¬ 
lency Major-General Hay Macdowail, Knibassikdor 
Extraordinary and Commissi oner Plenipotemiary to 
the Conft of Candy, in virtue of full powers in him 
for that purpose ve;ated by His Excfllency the Hon¬ 
ourable Frederick North, Governor of Ceylon, &c. 

Article I. Ills Britaonict l^TaJesty and the Honour- 
' able Company, their heirs and successors, and the King 
of Candy, bis heirs and successors, and the Nobles of his 
Court, rnntally agree to a Brmand perpetual alliance and 
friendship. 

IL His Britaufitck Majesty and the Honourable Com¬ 
pany recognize the present King of Candy, and they 
shall consider all his Candian Majesty's enemies to be 
their enemies. 

III. In order to secure the honour and safety of his 
Candian Majesty, and his eucce'isor, his Excellency the 
Governor of the British possessions on Ceylon shall send 
immediately into his Majesty's territories, a detaebtnent 
of between seven and eight hundred men, which force 
may hereafter be increased, as occasion may require; and 
as the troops arc to be employed for the purpose of 
securing the King on his throne, and defending him 
against all his enemies, foreign and domestic, his Candian 
Majesty agrees to defray the expense of four hundred 
men, with a proportion of oflicers of the said force: that 
is lo say, to pay the usual allo^vances of subsistence, 
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batta, and protisions, to the officers and soldiers, which 

shall be issued by his Majesty’s orders, m money, 

and Brain of various sorts, popper, 

elephants, ivorv, 'vax, cardamoms, and other produce of 

the island, to be appraised at a fair valuation, by persons 

appointed by both the high conmcting priies. As 

sJon as the number of the troops is hxed, “ , 

the inontbly expense shall be delivered to the ministers, 

to bo laid befo^ the King t and^ as the English nation 

desire to prove to the King, and Nobles, the sinc«itj of 

the present professions, and of tV great respect and 

tachLnt which are felt for the King’s^F"**!' 

the troops which are stationed in his dominions shall oo^ 

be considered as the defenders of him a,^ his 

and to support and maintain them in all their rights and 

His Candian Majesty, and the Nobles of his Court, 
«:knawledge the full and entire sovereignity of his Bn- 
lanniek Maicsty, over all such terri.ories on the Island of 
Cevlon as were in the possession of the Dutch. 

V The Enelish Governor of Ceylon la peTmitted to 
send cinnamon peelers into all the districts of his Candian 
Majesty’s tlomiuions lying below Ballanic Hdl, whenev er 
he maf choose so to do j and his Candian Majesty will, 
upon application from the Governor, at all limes grant 
his perSssion to send the to the cpstward of 

Ballanic should his Excellency the Governor express a 

wish to that purport, . 

VI. His Candian Ma'iesty grants his ^ 

Enclish Government on Ceylon, to cut such Umber as 
may be selected in all his Majesty's forests, lying below 
Ballanic Hill, and to transport it either by bod, or water, 
to any place where they may wish to convey it; and 
the Eoglish engage not to cut down such irc« amay be 
the property of iudividuals. His Candian Majesty also 
agrees to let the English cut wood to the eastward of 
Ballanic, upo“ conditions mentioned m the las 

Article with respect to cinftamoti. 
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VII. ft is agreed that a free trade shafl be opened he* 
tween the countries subject to both Govemim-nu, and 
Aat no duties aliaU be exacted on the common frontier 
by either party. 

Vnr The native bom subjects of both, or either of 
the two high contracting Parties, being in the territory of 
the other, shall enjoy lire same pi-otection and piiviJwe*. 
.and be subject to the same laws, as the subjects of the 

exception of 

he British troops, who are to be subject to their own 
military law. But after this treaty shall have been signed, 
aJJ persoDs gmlty of vicknt dntragesj and who may t^ke 
re uge m the country' of either of.the contracting parties, 
are upon reriuisition to be mutually delivered up. 

IX. The religion of the CaudUns, their temples or 
pagodas, and the lands attached to them, as well as the 
priests, shall be respected by the English, and all his Bri- 
tannick Majesty’s subjects shall have the strictest iniunc. 
tions given to them not to offer disrespect, or insult, to 
any of the objects of the Candian worship, under pain of 
the severest punishment. 
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No, VII. 

Treaty of Peace, refitrred to in 252. 

Articles of Convention entered into between His High¬ 
ness Prince Mooioo Sawmy, on the one part, and His 
Excellencj- Frederick North, Governor, Captain Ge- ‘ 
ncral, and Cocomander in Chief in and over the British 
Settlements oti the Island of Ceyloti, on the other part, 
for the attainment of the just Objects of the present 
War, the speedy Restoration of Peace, and the geiierd 
Security and happiness of tiiC Inhabitants of this Island, 

Article I. The Brirish Government on Ceylon agrees 
to deliver over to Prince Mootoo !?awiny the town of 
Candy, and all the possessions dependent on the Crown 
of Candy, now occupied by the British arms, excepting 
the province of the Seven Cories, the two hill forts of 
Getiagamnie and Gallegedcreh, and a line of land not 
cxcftSing, in breadth, the half of a Cingalese camonchy, 
across tlie Candian territoi ics, for the purpose of making 
a direct road from Colombo to Trincomalc, which road 
shall not pass through the district known by the name of 
the Gravets of the town of Candy ; whkli aforesaid pro- 
Vince, forts, and line of knd, Prince Mooioo Sawroy 
hereby solemnly agrees to cede in full sovereignty to His 
Britauriick Maiesty for ever. 

II. Prince Mootoo Sawioy further engages, that he 
will consider the enemies of his Britannlck Majesty’s im¬ 
perial crown as his own enemies ; and that he will not, 
directly or indirectly, enter into any treaty or negotiaiion 
with any Prince or state, without the consent of bis said 
Britannic Majesty, or of the Governor of bis settlements 
on Ceylon for the time being. 

ill. As Prince Mootoo nSawiny is undoubted heir to 
the l^t lawful King of Candy, the British Government 
will recognize him as King of Candy, as soon ns be sbali 
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haveukcui upon hioiself that title with the mgal iolcmni- 
ties, and ratified the present convontion 5 and in case the 
said Prince should require an auxiliary force to tnaintaiti 
his author!ty^ the British Government shall afford him 
troops; the eipense of such troops, during their employ¬ 
ment in the service of the said Prince, being to be defray¬ 
ed by him, at a rate to be agreed upon. 

IV. It is mutually agreed that all duties on the comuioi! 
frontier shall be abolished^ and none established except 
by mutual consent. 

V, Jt IS agreed by Prince Mootop Saweny, that all 
l^Ialays now resident in the Candian territories shall be 
sent ivjtb their fauiilies into the British territories^ as shall 
likewise all Ehropeans and Portuguese who mav not obtain 
a licence from the Governor of the British Posj^ssions to 
reside in the said Candian territories; and all Europeans 
and Portuguese who may commit crimes wiLhin the 
Candian territories, shall be sent to die Briiish territones 
for triaL 

y I. It is ttiutiially agreed, that all natives of Ceylon or 
of India, e?(ccpt such Portuguese as are mentioned in the 
last article, shall be subject to the laws and tribunals of the 
country where iheoHeece may have been committed. 

Vll. Prince Muotoo Saw my promises and agrees, that 
he will protect, to the utmost of his power, the monopoly 
of cinnamon enjoyed by the Briibh Government j that he 
will allow the cinnamon peelers heloitgtng to the said 
British Government, to gather cinnamon in his territories 
to the west of tlie Bdany Candy j and t1»t he will furnish 
as much cinnamon as may be rei^uired at the price of 
forty rix dollars per bale of eighty pounds. 

YliL Prince Mootoo Sawmy also engages to permit 
persons duly authorised by the British Government to 
cut wood in all his forests. 

IX. The said Prince also engages not to prohibit, either 
directly or indirectly, the exportation of p^dy^graio and 
areha-nut from his territories without consent of the 
British Government, 
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X* Prince Mootoo Sawmj fiirthcrmore engag^esto pTe 
a safe conduct: to the Prince lately on the throne, to retire 
into the Britiih territories with his family, and to allow 
him a certain sum for his maintenance, which shall be 
agreed upon hereafter by the patties to these articles, 
provided it be not less than five hundred ris dollars per 
mensem durttig the term of his natural life- 

XI. And for ilie better re-establishment of public . 

tranquillity. Prince Mootoo Sawmy engages to allow such 
persons as have rendered themselvca obnoxious to him, 
by opposing his just claims, to retire, with their wives 
and families, money Jewels, and moveable property, into 

the British territory on Ceylon, there to remain un¬ 
molested. 

XII. It is moreover stipulated, that every encourage¬ 
ment shall be given by each party to the subjects of the 
other in proseentirg fair and lawful commerce. 

XIII. The subjects of his Britannkk Majesty, duly 
authorised by the British Government on Ceylon, aliall 
have liberty to travel with their merebandize throughout 
the Candiaii territories, to build houses, and purchase 
and sell their goods without let or hindrance. 

XIV. The subjects of the Crown of Candy sbitll, ou 
the other hand, be allowed to settle and carry on trade in 
the British settlements on Ceylon, and to purchase and 
send into Candy all merchandizes, salt, salt-fish, Stc. on 
the same terms with the native subjec ts of bis Britan nick 
Majesty. 

XV. The British Gnvernmeut shall be allowed to 
examine the rivers attd water-courses in the Candian 
territories, and shall be assisted by the Candian Govern¬ 
ment in rendering them navigable, for the purposes of 
trade and the mutual advantages of both countries. 

XVI. For liie more perfect maititeiiauce of these Ar¬ 
ticles, and of good understanding and amity between the 
contracting parties, Prince Mootoo Sawroy consents and 
agrees that a Minister, on the part of the British Govern- 
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shall b« permitted^ whEiierer it may be required ^ to 
reside at the Court of Cuody^ and be recejv'ed and pro¬ 
tected with the honour# due to his public rank and 
character. 

XVIL These articl^ being agreed upon between 
Prince Mootoo Samny and the Governor of the British 
Settlements on Ceylon, shall he immediately transmitted 
to his Majesty for his royal conhrinationj and shall ^ in the 
mean time, be acted upon with good faith by both the 
contracting parties^ according to their true intent and 
meanings 

A Convention having been entered into between the 
British Governunent of Ceylon and his Majesty King 
Mootoo Sftivmy ^ the Illustriaii^ Lord Pelamc Tcliwro, 
First Adigaar of the Court of Candy ^ the Second Adigaar, 
and the other Nobles of the Court agree to, and become 
parties in the same * 

On condidon that his Majesty King Mootoo Sawmy 
deliver over the admioistratiou of tb« province# belonging 
to the Crown of Candy to the aforesaid Felam e Teiawve, 
with the title of Ootoon Komarayen (or Grand Prince), 
during the term of hi# natural life, and continue to reside 
and hold his court at iafliiapatnam, or in such other 
part of the British territories on Ceylon may be 
agreed ou between hi# said Majesty and the Britiab 
Governmetil* 

And for the proper maintenaiice of his royal dignity, 
the aforesaid Pelame Tejaiwe engages to pay annually to 
bis said Majesty, the sum of thirty thousand ri^ dollars 
iu British currency, and to fulhl all the engagements 
entered into by his Majesty with the British Govern^ 
ment. 

And for the better security of the payment of the sum# 
stipulated to he paid to Kiug Mootoo Sawmy, as well as 
to the King lately on the throne of Candy, the said 
Pelame Telawve agrees to deliver to the British Govern- 
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ColuoibOj m ihe course of e^ery year^ the amount 
of twenty thoii^nd amniDnami» of good arf^ta^nut, each 
amtoonam containing twenty-fonv thousand nuts, at ihe 
rate of sis rts'doMars Btitisli ctirrcncy per amiiionam, to 
bo paid to the agenu of said PnlarriiC Tclaivve by the slid 
British Governoiont, in coined copper to ihtu amouiit* 
or In such other articles as may be agreed on beoveen 
the parties^ 

Andlhe Britiah Gov'crnment will, in that case, charge 
Itself with the paymciU of the allowance £>t]puluted for 
both those princes. 

And the Adigaar, Pelame Telaw't'c, agrees to cede in 
perpetuity to the British Government, die vUlagc and 
district of Goniavib (or Elevele), oow called Fort 
blacdowall, in exchange for the hill fort of Giriagame, 
which the British Government codes again to Felame 
Telawve* 

And it h still farther agreed uponj that ail the 
Princes and Princesses of the Boyal fatuity now in 
confinement, shall he immediately set at liberty and 
allowed to settle^ with dieir personal property, where* 
ever they choose i and that a general amnesty and 
pardon shall be obserred on both sidea, as well towards 
those who have opposed, as towards those who have 
supported, the claims of King Mootoo Sawmy, in tJie 
late or any former contest. 

And it Is hereby agreed by bis Majesty King Mootoo 
Sawmy on his part j by his EitceUcncy Frederick North * 
Governor of the British possession on Ceylon ou the 
part of hia Gorernment; and by the most illustrious 
Lord Pciame Telawve, First Adigaar, on bis part, 
and on tliat of the second Adigaar* and principal 
Nobles of the Court, that the Articles above agreed 
upon shall be carried into eftect, fullj^ and completely, 
as soon as the Prince lately on the tbrone of Candy 
shall be delivered into the hands of the British Govero- 
ment, and that till then a perfect truce and cessation 
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of hostilities slid] continue between all the contmctiog 
Panics. 

And the said contracting parties haTe in faith thereof 
Mt ifi the Raid Articles their seals, and signed them with 
their names respectively 

(Signed^ Frederick HosltU- 

« andj p£LAME TELdWVE^ m Ciagalesc* 
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Some Account of ihe Cingaijise Castsj as giTca me by 
my respectable and learned friend^ Mr. Toii REY. 

The epoch in which we aow are ia called the Mphabadre 
Galpaya,* previous to which there had been consumed 
by tire, a thousand millions of millions of sackTah^ ot 
worlds. Two only remaioed, the world of Biaehma, in 
the highest region| and the world of winds in the lowest. 
All living creatureshaving been destroyed with the sack vals 
that were consumed, they were regenerated in the upper¬ 
most region and became Braclimas, without ajiy distinc¬ 
tion of cast. Some of these Btachmas returned to the 
they had formerly inhabited, on their being re¬ 
produced, but from avarice degenerated to such a degree 
that they ^gan to steal. U pen this, quarrels arose among 
them, and there being no chief to decide these disputes, 
their wise men reflected that the world would not be in a 
proper state without some kind of governtnent. Upon 
this they met and selected from among them a person re- 
nowned for wisdom, whom they appointed to be their 
King, saying to him, “ Thou art our King; we will give 
to thee one tcntli part of tlic suhstance we may acquire ; 
be thou a judge, and a ruler over us," This King was 
called Maha Sammata, a compound word, which sigiiifles 
a gr^t assembly, to indicate that he bad been chosen by 
the consent of many people. This King after his election 
proceeded to divide his subjects into the following casts, 
namely: 


* Mat^bsAn CVlfOfs. Tli« CiDgsIcie tvo modes of compothi; tbs 
duution of Ibii p^noil. Tire Am»*b kslpu imke on* Mitaobidit hslpot, 
Ll tlie cooive of one tbOotaml earth innVoieo lO iKight Oarer's 

b—dUi. A ipSB, hr«Mtth»J maki! one riruu. (or 

MliiO. SoTTO riyons make.OBO y»ti. Tn«ty y«W nwh« mo usumhn^ 
cwhty Msumte make one lw“. fnw' kosn “sk® pram, nod oeren and ■ 
half mrawi, Oiae «d»H kalps* Or, them B * slooe fovr cohiU fqfom i ■ ^ 
di«t^ in whito miutia piissas thh ttoim once m o hundrod yoirt j Uic wniltn 
nibe waved hr tho snnd wuthci tW* Hone aa it paMCO; wJicti, by tbn nUniMM 
ibli occaiioni, tbo Hone shall haw hero roitwed to tb« liM of a jrain of 
ntuEtard, onn antaj^ hsipt will have elapond. 

VOX.. I. 1 *' 
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Rajah wipsaya, the King*a cast, which from that time 
became the chief rulers of the earth. 

Brahmana winsaya, the cast of Brahmins skilled ip 
science. 

•» 

WaDija naniiaya, tbe merchants' cast, 

Gom winjaya^tLe cast of Gowis to cultivate the ground. 

This last is the cast known in Ceylon by the name of 
Vclld, which howcTer ii not aCLn^ese word* These 
Gqwjsor VelUls are of the highest cast od the island^ 
there being nckoe of the three superior casts^ eacept the 
King of Candy, who is of the first. 

The above are the fomr supedor easts. The following 
casts are constituted to serve them. 

Dauduwaduyo, wood carpenters. 

Wiyanoo, weavers. 

Raduda, washermen. 

Aynibayttayo^ barbers. 

Hannali, taylors. 

Rata karayo, carriage makers. 

Bad^u, workers of metals. 

Mailakarayo, planters of flowering shrubs and makers of 
wreaths of flowers^ 

Kiiuibalu^ potters,. 

Sittaruj painters* 

GahalayOr btiilders of the walls of bouses. 

KuUupottOj or Hiunawo, makers of sieves and mats. 
Liyaoa waduwdj turners. 

Acharij blacksmltljs. 

DiySuwo, water carriers- 

W^nikarayo, musicians who play upon a stringed 
instrument. 

Aiwaduwo, arrow makers, 

Nalakarayo, flute players. 

Ayttalayo, elephant feeders* 

Pupa w£L6nd0j dealers in cakes. 
fiaw£l£ndo, toddy sellers* 

S^ppidiwijji karayo, sorccrei^ . 

Sukari kayos, pig killcts. 


4%S 


APPENDIX.—No, VIII. 

Magftwi kayo, deer slayers. 

Sikani kayo, bird killers. 

Waguri kayo, those who catch fish with cast nets. 

Bari kayo, carriers of burthens, 

Baak ayo, persotis employed in proTidiog food. 

Dasayo, slaves, 

Chanda I ayo, inhabitants of the woods, who strip the 
skins ofaniflialitomake thongs for the King's use, 
Vfiddo, a people who live wild in the woods, and kill 
wild beasts, 

The above order of casts is extracted from the Cingalese 
books, Jinalan karaya, thanksgivings of Boudhou; Ian 
indaya, the people’s happiness j and a dictionary of Pali, 
by Andries Mohundrum, a learned native, in whose pos- 
session the books are. Tliesc scvetel easts are recognised 
by Boudhiets in frcneml, but are not all of them to be 
found in this island. There is another arrangement made 
by Vijia Rajah, the first King of Lakdiva, or Ceylon, 
which is set forth in a hook written by himself in the 
Cingalese language called Nitiyab. 

Vijia Rajah was the eldest son of the King Sinhaba, 
who lived in » city named after him, in the kingdom of , 
Udaddsayd. He arrived at Ceylon in the fifty-sixtb 
year of the sere of the last Boudhou, seven days after 
Boudhou had become Nivani,* that is tw o thousand two 
hundred and ninety years ago, the present being the year 
of Boudhou two thousand three hundred and forty-aiati 
Vijia Rajah brought with him, seven hundred giants. 
At the time be came here Uie island was inhabited by 
devils ouiy : these he destroyed, and made it a residence 
for human beings. He reigned thirty-eight years, and 
established the following casts and classes, to perform «r- 
Tice in the King's palace, end to punish those who commit 
crimes^ 

Dutavos. This is the east commonly called Chandoss 

* Nirtst hai bwa rtpfwenlffli u » ll»te vf bappiMSS, tml it u tbe vf 
lac mi, Tbicti, icnmlifl* to Uu- creed df lie BaidljtU. becoowi mettil «;ftar 
H fatrSUiilKe »Itot* sC ixiu'7. 
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which is not a Ciriga]cso word* The name duravo is 
compounded of two words, which signify, come from 
afar. 

There are ten subdivisions of this cast in the following 

order. 

Pati karayo, cowherds. 

Porawa karayo, fellers of timber^ 

Hari diiravo, proper duravos, 

IVJagul dnrivo, riders of the King's elepliants. 

Aynadi, the servants of die four preening classes who 
carry their pingos (loads), talpots (umbrehas), &c. 
Knttidi, dancers. 

BalibattUi persons whose office it is to offer rice to the 
images of die nine planets. These persons done are 
allo%ved to eat this rice* 

Pannayo, elephant fodderers. 

Nattambu, the draw^ers of toddy . 

HLwattayo, the washermen of this 

Karawo* There nme snbdivisions of this cast, 
which is commonly called the bshemian^s cast; it derives 
«its nanxo from a compound word which signifies “ evil 
doersbecause the occupation of the cast is the 
destroying of animus, which by the xdigion of Boudhou 
is forbidden# 

Dnnuwayeli, archers. 

Williya, ensnarers of birds. 

Wadek ay o, e xccuti o ners^ 

Ugulwaydi, makers of imps for ensnaring auimaU. 
Knyiuan wadi, persons who catch fish by an instrument 
^Icd kayman. 

Patsi waydi j bird catchers. 

Mnhududayl waydi, persons wlto fish in the sea with 
nets. 

Kaywulo, fisheirmcti with lines. 

Maswikmianno, the selleis of fish» 

Pass melic kariryo, the fire performers of service. 
Dandu wadu wo, carpenters. 
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Wiyanno, wcaTers. 

Ra^da, washermen. 

AmbayttayO}. barbers, 

Sommaru, shoeniakers. 

Naywaymiyo, the nine services. 

These nine persons are servants to the four highest 
casts, namely, 

Sittaiu, painters. 

Achari, iron smilbs, 

Liyaiia iiwlawo, turners, 
ci waduwo, stone cutters. 

Cewaduwo, arrow makers. 

Tsrchallo, goldsmiths. 

Yamanu, soldercrs of metals. 

Oil, makers of masts. , . . 

Hommaru, persons who remove the dead bodies of 
animals) and dress their skins. 

ToUl tarajo, peculiar service. 

Hanuaii, taylors. 

Hakuro, cooks. 

Hunna, chunam makers. 

BeratvijO, tom-tom beaters. 

Paduwo, coolies who carry palanquins. 

The following twenty-one are low costs. 

Ganraykawallu, village watchmen, 

Aruti, beggars, by cast. 

Wallu, slaves. ^ 

Pidayni dan no, peraotis who make offerings to devils. 
Gahalayo, scavengers. 

Horn, thieves, 

T Canm ij persons bom blind. 

Korn, persons born lame, 

Hinganno, beggars from poverty. 

I>es ayiawo, strangers who travel for amusement. 
Yakaduro, worshippers of the devil, 

Pilu, persons born deaf and dumb. 
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Kustarogiyo^ lep^rF* 

- - -___ persotjK who worship dcTib by daticing, 

KappuvvOf servaata who watch iho teatples. 

Hin^wzUyOf makers of fina matfip 
Paliji washermeii to the low castSi 
KinDBrayo^ loakers of fmU. 

RodiyOj persons who skiu animals and live in the woods. 
Kontayo, persons who carry the frame on which the 
King^s palanquin is plaoed when he travels. 

Hinniwobi washermen to the Gehalayos. 

The seventh king from Vijia Majah wa* called Petissa 
the Second ; he began to reign two hundred and seventy- 
seven years after the arrivai of Vijia Rajah^ and reigned 
seventy years. At his inquest, Dormasoka, a great 
kingj descended from the faefore*rsietitloiicd race of ^ 
Mahasamma^ who reigned at that time over Dambadira^ 
and who lived in the city Peleloop, sent^ together with 
the bo_ugli of the ttecj Sre Maha Bodi, * eight princea of 
the race of Saki to preserve it, together with the follow* 
log casts. 

The brahmin cast, to give blessings* 

The sitty cast^ to offer alms. 

The merebaQU- cast^ to offer incenset oil, and IjghL | 
The archers,, to drive away birds. 


Eight persons of each of these casts- 
Tarachdyan^ to ma^ke a sort of umbrellas called seysaos. 
Kill ingay an, to bring Ho wets. 

Kappakayail, to pre pare food. 

Balaltayan, door keepers. 

P^sa kirayan, to furnish linen strainers to filter water* 
This 13 the Cast of Cbaliasf or cinnamon peelers^ who 




* T\m tnm ii jfr irta i Ml ABMrt^spoarMM » lb* 

ft city mntkntid bf Ftokia^^ ftbkla MiU ffiiSttf fffiSC of in 

farmer Tbc tree ii t£h he i^ll flourlaaihaf ftod tbej 

ptAc« b vi«t«d CH tbit tcewiivt hy devcm Jperfton fiw mtj pftrt ei Uw 
bUsd. 

-f- Tlili ctftH difpu|e» rwUc wHli tbs fiibame. The «iiiplQ)rneat 
f'mwnoD from ibi Lnsportiw C* Em^fcw, gnw tlmi 4& ft tow il ft iMr y. 
whbc% bftft ontsd Uw jcftLouiy ud ill vlE m c^tbcf qio» dr^^lel m 
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coatiniie to make straiaers. 

Kumba Larayan, potters. 

Mala karay au^ liokeT& of lowers. 

Ganda karayaD;» perfia piers* 

Sinda karayan, taylora who joake flags^ capopies, and 

valences^ 

Supakarayaii} cooks. 

Kamcoa karayap, to furnish razors and scissars. 

Loha karayaOi makers of gold and silver ornaments. 
Swarpa karay aii| makers of gold and silver poca, 

Wadda kirayan, carpenters. 

Chitta kara^an, to paiot sessatS or umbrellas* 
Aloebiwada kirayan, to beat all kinds of drums. 
Cbaltakarayau^ tg make umbrellas. 

Uyana palian^ to plant flowering shrubs. 

This arrangement of casts in the rerigioa of BoudhoUj 
ia one of its strong features of rosen^bLance to that of 
Brahmat which denotes their being derived from one 
common origin. 

In the distinctions of professions here given, it is evu 
dent that soEne me rather classes tlian costs, according to 
the Gentoo acceptation of the word j but as they are aU 
called casts in the original authors from whence this ac¬ 
count is taken j I have not vetilurad to change the deno^ 
mlnation. S* TOLFREY. 

ManbOf 10, ISOi. 
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